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ADVERTISEMENT. 

J HE prcfcnt Edition of the Poetical 
and Profe Works of Milton has been 
carefully printed from the Author's 
copies; the orthography Co peculiar ia 
the writings of Mihon has been fcrupuloully pre- 
lerved: and if an authority were required for clofely 
following the text of an author, it is only neceJTary 
to quote the words of the Rev. John Keble ; who, 
in the preface to Hooker, fays, " however both in 
this queftion (pundhiation) and fUll more in that 
of fpeUing, the Editor acknowledges that he fhould 
bimfelf prefer an exaft reprint of the original, ex- 
cepting, of courie, palpable errors of the prefs. 
In one refpe£t efpecially, i. e. as a fpecimen of 
language, ancient books lofe very much of their 
value by the neglect of ancient orthography." 

The moil authentic likenefs of Milton appeared 
with his Hiftory of Britain, which was printed in 
1670; it was drawn ** from the life," when he 
was 62 years old, by William Faithorne, and en- 
graved alfo by him : the portrait which ^ces the 
title page of this volume is engraved by William 
Humphreys, and is a faithful copy from that by 
Faithorne; the line under the portrait and the 
name are fac-iimiles of Milton's handwriting, from 



vi ADVERTISEMENT. 

a, copy of Aratus' Phenomena» now In the British 

Mu&um. 

The copyright of Paradifc Loft was fold to Sa- 
muel Symmons for five pounds ; who was to pay a 
further five pounds when the firft impreflion, 
which was to confift of thirteen hundred copies 
{hould be fold and retailed oiF; and other five 
pounds at the end of the fecond impreflion ; and 
five pounds more at the end of the third impreflion. 
The original agreement, dated 27 April, 1667, 
is now in the colleftion of Samuel Rogers, Efq. 
It was once in the poffeflion of the Publifher of 
this Edition, and was fold by him for one hundred 
guineas. A fac-fimilc of this agreement, with 
Milton's autograph and feal, appears at p. clxxxix 
of this volume. 

For the elaborate pedigree of the family of 
Milton, which precedes the Life, the pubUfticr is 
indebted to the kindncis of Sir Charles Young, 
Garter King at Arms. 

The Life is formed on that which appeared by 
the fame writer in the Aldine edition of the Po- 
etical Works of Milton, 1831, with fome addi- 
tions and alterations. 

May I, 1851. 
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The Life of Milton. 

By John Mitford. 




pOHN MILTON, magnum et venerabiU 
1 mmen, the fon of John Mihon and Sarah 
1 Caftor, a woman of incomparable virtue and 
\ goodnefs, and exemplary for her liberality 
' to the poor, was born' in London, on the 
9th of December, 1608. To ufe his own words — 
*' Londini fum natus, genere honefto, Patre, viro inte- 
gerrimo, matre probatiflima, et cleemofyne per.vidniam 
podflimum nota." * His father was an eminent fcrivener, 
and lived at the fign of the Spread Eagle' (the armorial 



d the xzDcc. 1608, according to the RegiAer of Allhallowi, 
BickI Street. Named yabn, as hu father and grandfather had been 
before him. 

* V. Difemjiantm ficunJam. Hia mother was buried in the Church 
of HortoD, Buclu. The houfe where Milton lived In chat village was 
polled down a few years lince. In the garden of the prefent houle is 
•n old deOTcd apple tree faid to be of the poet's planting. 

* This lioufe wherein he was bom, and which ftrangers ufed to vilit 
before the fire, was part of his ellate as long as he lived, v. Toland's 
Lift, p. 148, On his mother's &mily. See Birch's Life e/MUten, p. 
1 1. The lamily of the Caftors originally derived from Wales, as Philips 
telb lu; but Wood averts that (he was of the ancient family of the 
Badlhiws, and a llill later account inibrms us that fhe was a Haughton, 
of Haughton Tower, in Lancaflure, as appeared by her own arms, &c. 
Both Toland and Philips date Milton's birth in 1606, but erroneoully, 

1 b 
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eniign of the family) in Bread Street.^ He was educated 
at Chrift Church, Oxford, embraced the dodhines of the 
reformed church, and in confequence was difinherited by 
his father, who was a bigoted papift. The profeflion, 
however, which he chofe was fo fuccefsful, as to enable 
him to give his children a liberal education;* and to 
allow him to pais his latter years in the leifure and tran- 
quillity of a country life. 

The grandfather of the poet was keeper of the foreft 
of Shotover, in Oxfordfhire, and his family had been 
long fettled at Milton,^ in that neighbourhood.'' They 
took, however, the unfortunate fide in civil wars, their 
eftate was fequeftrated, and their rank and opulence con- 
fequently deftroyed. 

Milton's father was a perfbn of a fuperior and accom- 
plifhed mind, and was greatly diflinguifhed fcM* his mufical 
talents ; indeed, in fcience, he is faid to have been equal 



for the infcripdon under his print in theLo^c fays that in 1671« he was 
65 years of age. Milton's armorial bearings were argent^ an eagje diA 
played with two heads gules, legged and beaked fable. A fmall filver 
feal, with thefe arms, with which he was accuflomed to ieal his letters, 
came into the hands of Mr. Thomas Payne, Bookfeller, on the death of 
Fofler, the hufband of Milton's grand-daughter, which was fold to Mr. 
Thomas Hollis in 1761, who left his eftate at the Hyde, near Ingate- 
ftone, in EfTex, to Thomas Bcand, £fq., who took the name of Hollis ; 
the latter left the fame property to the late Dr. Difney, who was the 
laft pofTeflbr of the feal. 

* See Guiliim^s Heraldrjy p. 210. 

* He died about 1647, and was buried in Cripplegate Church. Sec 
T. Warton's note on Carmen ad Patrem, ver. 66, p. 523, ed. fecond. 
Aubrey fays he read without fpe6lacles at 84. 

* There have been fome doubts about the fituation of the village of 
Milton. See Life by Newnn, p. 1 . See Todd^s Life, p. 2, and the 
note. Wood*s Fafti Oxon. vol. i, art. 262. 

' John and Chriftopher, fbns of John Milton, of Halton, of Chrift 
Church, Oxford, as 'tis faid, fon of John Milton, of Halton, near to 
Forihill, ranger or fubranger of Shotover ; his anceftors lived at Milton, 
near to Halton. v. GuillinCs Heraldry. 
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to the very firft muficians of the age.® He law the early 
promifes of genius in his ibn^ and encouraged them by 
a careful and liberal education. Milton was at firft placed 
under the domeftic tuition of Thomas Young, a learned 
puritan minifter, and native of Eflex ; to whom he was in 
after life much attached, and to whom his fourth elegy, and 
the firft of his Latin Epiftles, are infcribed; A portrait 
of him, by Cornelius Janfen,^ when only ten years old, 
fhows the afteftion of the parents for their handfome and 
accompliflied child, who even at that early age was 
forming the firft flower of his youthful genius ; and whofe 
vernal promife was ripening faft into works of finiflied and 
ezquifite beauty. 

Young*® quitted England in 1623, and it is probable 

• On a work called " J Sixefold Politician, together with a Sixefold 
Preeept of Policy, 1609," attributed to him, fee Mr. /. P. Collier's 
Poetical Decameron, vol. ii. p. 305, Philips fays, * That as I have been 
told and I take it by our author himfelf, that his father compofcd an II 
Domlne of forty parts, for which he w^as rewarded with a gold medal 
and chain, by a Polifh prince, to whom he prefented it, and that fome 
of his fong^ are to be fcen in old Withy* s Set of Airs, befides fome com- 
pofitions of his in Raven/croft's Pfalms, v. p. xli. Miltor^s Poetical 
iF§rks,cd* Pickering, 1826. Some beautiful lines in Milton's Poem 
' ad Patrem' allude to his Other's ikill in mufic. 

' Ipie volens Phoebus ie difpertire duobus. 
Altera dona mihi, dedit altera dona parenti, 
Dividuumque deum genitorque, puerque tenemus.* 

Sec Burners Hift, of Mufic, vol. iii. p. 134. In a little book which I 
poflefs, the Pfalms, by W. Slayter, iimo. 1643, one of the tunes is by 
J. Milton. See alfo Todd^s Milton, vol. i. p. 4, and vi. p. 337, and 
Aubrey Letters, vol. iii. p, 439, and Hunter on Sbakefpeare*s Tern- 
fift, p. 56. 

• This pi£hire was in the pofTeffion of T. Hollis, Efq., and is engraven 
by Cipriani, in hb Memoirs, p. 96, it reprefents the youthful poet in a 
richly worked collar, and ftriped jacket. It was purchafed by Mr. 
Hollis at C. Stanhope's fale, who bought it for twenty guineas of the 
executors of Milton's widow. The pifture of Milton when about 
twenty, was in the poffeffion of the Right Honourable Arthur Onflow. 

^^ In Mr. Fellowes's tranfbtion of Milton's Letters printed in Dr. 
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that in the fame year, Milton was admitted into St. Paul's 
School, under the care of Alexander Gil." His unwea- 
ried love of ftudy had already commenced ; * Ab anno,' 

Symiiuns's eJilkn, 1806, Why is the dircAion of Milton's Letters to 
Young tranflated to Thomu Jure? For an account of T. Young Tee 
ToJJ's Mihen, vol. vi, p. 199, 207. Young returned to England in 
or before the year 1628 ; he wag afterwards nuller of Jefus Col. Camb. 
■nd Vicar of Stow Matket, m Suffolk. Milton, in Ma Elegy, vcr, 85, 
fayt to him : 

'Te tamen interea belli circumfonat horror, 

Vivb et ignoto^y»; inopfque fob.' 

" See an account of AI. Gil, in Weed's Ath. Oxatii vol. a. p. 22, 
and T. Warttn's Milton, p. 419. He died Nov. 17, ifijS' *^ '^ "<>' 
to be eonfufcd with the fon of the fame name, who fuceeeded him in 
163;, and was expelled in 1 640, having for five years difgraccd the fchool 
by his cruelty and crimes j he had been ulher to his &ther. " He vta, 
lays Gifibrd, a bad poet and a worfe man." v. B. Jenfori'i fTerii, vol. vi. 
p. 123, said D'l/raeffj Cmtdi. 0« Charles the Firjl, vol. ii. p. 330. A. 
Wood fays that A. Gil was fined £a,ooo for drinking FeAra's h^th. I 
poflefs a. copy of GiPi PareTga,Jive Putin Ctttatus, 1 2ino. 163 2, that 
belonged to Is. Cafaubon. A. Gil the younger mult have been a decided 
royalift, for he has feveral poems addrefled to the royal &nily, and to the 
bilhops. He has an epiftle, as Milton has, to his Father, p. 14. There 
i* a line relembling one in Milton's verfes to Chrillina. (' Chrillina 
arftoi Lucida ftellapoli!') 

' Pene fub arfloi fidere regna poll !' 
In Milton't third Elegy, ver. 9, are thefe lines, which puzzled the com- 
mentators till Sir D. Daliymple explained them to T. Warton. 
' Tunc memini clarique duels, fratrifque verendl 
Intempellivis oITa cremata rog^,' 
In his Tillii Epitaphium, p. 91, Gil roendona who thefe brothers in 
arms were. 

' Quern nee Mansfeltus, quern nee Brunaitius heros 

Arma nee annonim quern domuere decern;' 
i. e. Mansfelt and the Duke of Brunfwick. Gil fpeaka of himfelf in 
the Prcfiure ; ' Haflenus vitam e^ nefcio qua fiderum inclementii, homt- 
num et fortuna: injuriia perpetuo colluflancem.* 
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he fiiys, * aetads duodecimo vix unquam ante mediam noc- 
tcm a lucubrationibus cubitum difcederem ; ' and Aubrey 
adds^ * that when Milton went to fchool, he ftudied very 
hard, and fate up very late, commonly till twelve or one 
o'clock, and his father ordered the maid to fitt up for him/ 
In a letter to his preceptor, dated not long after his time, 
he fiiys — * Haec fcripfi Londini^ inter urbana diverticula, 
non liMs, ut foleo circumfeptus ' 

Thus early and deep were laid the foundation of his 
future fame. His fhidies were in a great meaflire poetical . 
Hiunphrey Lownes, the printer, who lived in the fame 
ftreet, fupplied him with Spenfer and Sylvefter*s tranfla- 
tion of Du Bartas : his admiration of the former is known 
to all ; the attention which he paid to the more obfciu-e, 
and now almoft forgotten poet, was pointed out more 
fully than before, by my late ingenious friend Mr. Charles 
Dunfler, in a little work which he called Milton's Early 
Reading, or the Prima Stamina of Paradife Loft." 

Aubrey fays, Milton was a poet when only ten years 
old. Thofe who are interefted in watching the early 
dawning of genius as it opens on the youthful mind ; and 
in comparing the different periods in which great talents 
have difplayed both the promife, and the dlredion of their 
future power ; will not be difpleafed at my recalling to 
their memory the paflage in that elegant biography of 
Cowley, which Sprat addrefled to their mutual friend 
Martin Clifford, and in which he mentions the age when 



** That Milton read and borrowed from Sylveftcr in his early poems, 
no one who reads Mr. Dunfler's book can reafonably doubt. SylveHer 
had the jewels, and Milton fet them beautifully. See what Mr. Campbell 
(ays on Milton's obligations to Sylvefter, in his Specimens of the Britijb 
Poets, vol. i. p. 1 82, &c. Du Bartas's fame is now in fiill bloflbm 
in Germany, and has received the praife of Goethe himielf. He is 
coniidered at Drefden and at Weimar as one of the greatefl poets that 
ever appeared, and fo once he was efleemed in England — " Who is there. 
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Cowley firft became infjnred by the mafe, and the book 
that excited his youthful imagination. There a a fingu- 
lar coincidence between thole two great contemporaries, 
in the dates af&gned by their refpedive bit^raphets. 
' Vix dum decemtis,' lays Sprat, * Pocta fadus eft.' We 
ihall be left furprifed to hear that Spenfer was alike the 
objeA of their early admiration, * legendo Sfenjero noftro, 
Scriptore laneilluftri,etveladultisdifficili.' Happy had it 
been for Cowley's fame, had he not early wandered away 
from the inftruAor of his youth ; and left for Ejmc, and 
Pindaric flights, that which even now delights, and muft 
for ever pleaie, his moral long, the voice of nature and 
of truth, the language of the heart. 

In 1623 Milton produced his tranflations of the 1 14th 
and i36thPlalms;'* and in his feventeenth" year he was 
fent from St. Paul's fchool, and admitted a petifioner at 
Chrift's Collie, Cambridge, on the 1 2th of February, 

ftys Mr. Wordfworth, that can now endure to read the Crtalhn vfDti- 
barUs, yet a]l Europe once refounded with fais ptaife; he wu carefled 
by Xinp, and when hii Poems were tranflated into our Itngoage, die 
Fairy ^een &ded before it." 

" Birch has given the dates of the appearance of Milton's earliefl 
poems: 

1613. Pfalms. 

16x4. Latin Odeon the Death of the Lord Chancellor. 

1627. The 7th of Latin Eleg^. 

1618. Philofophieal Verfe», 

1619. On Chrift's Nativity. 
1630. On ShakeTpeare. 

The earliefl printed writing of Milton, 1631, fays Mr. Hunter, are the 
lines on Shakefpeare. See Nttes on Shakefptari, p, 336. On thefe linet 
fee Hurd's Cotoltj, i. i69; "Milton, in his younger days, fell intothii 
delufiou, affefUng harfli numbers, and uncouth ezpreflion. See his Poem 
on Shakefpeare ; but the vigour of his genius or perhaps his courfe of Life, 
enabled him to break through the fnare — exemplar vitiis imitabile." 

" Anthony Wood and Toland alfert that he was fent to Cambridge 
in hb fifteenth year, but erroncoully. See BiriFi Lift, p. 3. 
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1624.^ He was there early diftinguiflied for the ele- 
gance of his verfification, and his unufual ikill in the 
Latin tongue* A well known paflage in his firft Elegy 
certainly betrays ibme diipleafure which he felt, or alludes 
to fbme indignities which he fuffered from the feverity of 
Collegiate diicipline: this was probably occafioned by 
the freedom of his cenfures on the eftablifhed fyftem of 
educadon,^^ and his reluftance to conform to it. In his 
Reafbn of Church Government, he fays, * their honeft and 
ingenuous nature coming to the Univerfities to ftore them- 
(elves with good and iblid learning, are there unfortunately 
fed with nothing elfe but the fcragged and thorny leAures 
of monkifh and miferable fbphiftry ; were fent home 
again with fuch a fcholailical bur in their throats, as hath 
ftopped and hindered all true and generous philofophy 
from entering ; cracked their voices for ever with meta- 
physeal gargarifins, hath made them admire a fort of 
formal oudide men, prelatically addifted, whofe unchaf- 
tened and over wrought minds were never yet initiated, 
nor fubdued xmder die true love of moral or religious 
virtue, which two are the beft, and greateft points of 
learning : but either flighdy trained up in a kind of hypo- 



" He was admitted Penfionarius minor, under Mr. William Chappell, 
afterwards provoft of Trinity College, Dublin, and Dean of Caflels, and 
at Jaft bifhop of Cork, to whom among others, the celebrated treatife of 
the fFMe Duty of Man has been imputed. See Birch* s Life, p. 1 1 1. 
Henry More calls Chappell a learned, vigilant, fkilfu], pious, and prudent 
Tutor. V. Biog. Britannica, note. Lightfoot. Milton took his firft 
degree in Jan. 1628-9, ^^^ ^^^ ^^ Mafter of Arts, in 1632. See 
SyMMons*s Pref. to Life, p. 5 — 7. He was transferred from Mr. Chap- 
peU, (though contrary to the rules of the college), to Mr. Tovell. 
(Tovcy) V. Aubrey Lett, iii. p. 445, he was admitted A. M. at Oxford, 
in 1635, ^* ^ood*^ Fafti, i. p. 262. 

^ The author of ' A modeft confutation againft a flanderous and fcurri- 
loiu libel ' firft charged him with being vomited out of the univerfity, 
after an inordinate and notons youth fpent there, and the author of 
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critical and hackney courfe of literature to get their living 
by, and dazzle the ignorant, or elfe fondly over ftudied 
in ufelefs controverfies, except thofe which they ufe, with 
all the ipacious and delufive fubtlety they are able, to 
defend their prelatical Sparta/ — And in his Apology for 
SmeAymnus, he fays, — * That fuburb wherein I dwell 
fhall be in my accounts a more honourable place, than his 
Univerfity ; which as in the time of her better health, 
and mine own younger judgment, I never greatly ad- 
mired, fo now much lefs ;^^ — and in his third letter to 
his friend and tutor Alexander Gil, he exprefles the fame 
opinion, concerning the fuperficial and fmattering learn- 
ing of the Univerfity and of the manner in which the 
clergy engage with raw, and untutored judgments in the 
ftudy of theology, patching together a fermon with pil- 
fered fcraps, without any acquaintance with criticifm or 
philofophy ; again, in his Animadverfions on the Remon- 
ftrant's Defence, he fays, — " What fhould I tell you how 
the univerfities that men look fhould be the fountains of 
learning and knowledge, have been poifoned and choked 
under your governance ?" 

Milton's natural genius, cultivated by the care of thofe 
excellent fcholars, who had conducted his education, and 
enriched by his own indefatigable ftudy, had doubdefe 
made great advances in thofe branches of knowledge at 

* Regii Sanguinis Clamor,* repeated the calumny. * Aiunt hominem 
Cantabrigieiifi academia ob flagitia pulfum, dedecus^ et patriam fugiiTe et 
in Italiam commigralTe.' * The former traft,' Milton fays in his Apo- 
logy for Smedlymnus^ ' was reported to be written by the fon of Bifliop 
Hall.' 

^^ See his tra^late on Education, where he fpeaks againft the pre- 
pofterous exadlion of compofing Themes and Orations, and the ill 
habit they got of wretched barbarizing againfl the Greek and Latin 
idioms,— ' and then having really left grammatical flats and (hallows, to 
be prefented with the mod intelledual abftradlions of logic and meta- 
phyfics, to be toiled and turmoiled in the fathomlefs deeps of contro- 
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once congenial to his mind, and conducive to its improve- 
ment ; and he might feel unwilling to be diverted from 
them, into the barren and unprofitable purfuits, which 
the old fyftem of collegiate education too often required ;^® 



verfy, to be deluded with ragged notions and brabblements, to be dragged 
to an aiinine fcaft of fow-thifUes and brambles,' — With thefc opinions, 
when called upon by the college for Latin themes on logical and roe- 
taphyfical fubje^ (fee his Prolufiones) cannot we eafily conceive the 
rebellion or difcontent, the out-breaks and flafhes of his fiery mind ? 

*• The following pafTage in Milton's Prolufiones has been overlooked, 
which throws fome light on the fubje6l of his difcuflion with the col- 
lege» ^nd his renewed union, (v. p. 115.) He difliked fome parts of 
their (hidies, probably their logical and metaphyfical Thefes (fpecimens 
of which may be feen in CleavelamPs fToris, p. 132), and exprefTed his 
opinion too freely, or perhaps did not perform the tafks that were re- 
quired. I feel convinced that the whole ground of offence, fo much 
difputed, is to be found in this point. 

' Tum nee mediocriter me pellexit, et invitavit ad has partes fubeundas 
veftra, (vos qui ejufdem eflis mecum Collcgii) in me nuperrime comperta 
faciiitas, cum enim ante prxteritos menfes, aliquam multos oratorio apud 
vos munere perfunflurus effem, putaremque lucubrationes meas qualef- 
cunque etiam ingratas propemodum futuras, et mitiores habituras judices 
JEaaim et Minoa, quam e vobis fere quemlibet, fane praeter opinionem 
meam, pneter meam fi.quid, erat fpeculae, non vulgari ficuti ego accepi, 
imo ipfe fenii omnium plaufu exceptae funt immo eorum qui in me alias 
propter ft udiorum dijjjidia ejfent prorfus infenfo, et inimico animo s gcne- 
roiiun utique fimultatis exercendae genus, et regio peflore non indignum, 
fiquidem cum ipfa amicitia plerumque multa inculpate fadla detorquere 
foleat, tunc prof e Bio acris et infefta inimicitia errata forjitan mult a ^ et 
baud pauca sine dubio indiferte diila^ leniter et clementius quam meum 
erat meritum interpretari non gravabatur. Jam femel unico hoc ex- 
emplo vel ipfa dcmens ira mentis compos fuiffe videbatur, et hoc hdo 
fiiroris infamiam abluiffe. At vero fummopcre oblcflor, et mirum in 
modum voluptate perfundor, cum videam tantd doilijjimorum bominum 
frequentid circumfufum me, et undique ftipatum,* &c. Confult alfo 
on this fubjeft GlanvilWs Ne plus ultra, p. 119, and on Ariftotle, 
p. 78, and Epiftola obfcurorum virorum, p. 108, ed. 1757, and on 
the fcbolaftic fludies then in vogue, and the fubtleties of the Dialcdlic 
Art, Knox^s Life by Macrie, p. 7. Even fo late as the time of Swift, 
it is faid in his Life, that he pafTed his time in reading books of hiflory 
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that which he dilUked or ddptfedi his lore of freedom on 
all fubjeifts, and in every situation forbade him to conceal. 
It is probable that he underwent a temporary ruftication. 

snd poetry, inftead of Keeteraan, and other old treatilcs on logic, a 
branch of learning then in high elUmation, and held eflcntial!]' necefliuy 
for caking a degree. See alfo Prof. Powell's rcnurka on thii fubjcA in 
his Natural Pbihfif by, p. io8 ; on the fttiftures piffcd on the Univer- 
litiei of Europe in early times, and which were not much better in 
later ; but he adds, in regard to Oxford, ih.e/ebeleftie fbrau were in a 
great meiAire broken up under the reign of Cromwell, but the old fyfiem 
wai re-elkblilhed with the return of the Smarts, p. 264. 

It is curious that more than a century fubfcquent, we find another 
eminent fchotar, almoft repeating the fame complaints on the continued 
exiftcnce of the fame Jyftem, keeping fo far behind the advanced fforit of 
the age. 

"Sir W. Jones's active imagination had anticipated the forms and 
reguJacians of Che Vnivtrfitj rather incorreiUy ; and the fiicilicies pro- 
vided them for learning did not coincide with his firlt hafty expefUtioni. 
He had calculated on a Sumner or an A&ew in every Mafter of Arts, and 
on an order of literature in the ftudents generally equal to his own. But 
his difappointment was not entirely owing to extravagant ezpeftations. 
The Public Leflures were really below the Handard of his attainments, 
and in tafl were confidercd as merely formal. He cemplained, that 
inflead of having his underllanding intcrefted by a fyAematic exhibition 
of the principles of elegant arcs and ufc fill knowledge, he was compelled 
to hear dull comment on artifidal Ethics and Logic, exprelTed in fuch 
barbarous Latin, that he profeiTed to recognife in it no more meaning 
than in Arabic, of which he had but Jull touched the furikce. The only 
logic then in ^Ihion was that of the fchools. An anecdote is preferved 
in one of Jones's Memorandums of a Fellow of a College, who, while he 
alliAed to read Lecke with his pupils, carefiilly fupprelTed every paffi^ 
in which that great metaphyfician derides the fcholaftic logic." v. Lift 
frtfixed to Ptems, p. 27. On the fubjeS, "That from the Univer- 
licies and the Church in any country, no improvement in philofophy can 
be cxpeiled," fee HaHam'i Hift, if Litcratttrt, vol. iii. p. 138. In the 
Memoir of Barrow, prefixed to Hughis's tJitttn, a a fketch of fhidiei 
purfucd at Cantab, from the izth to the 17th century. No alceradon 
in the ftatutes as hi as related to ^«1^ was made after the time of Hemjr 
the Eighth or Edward the Sixth. See do. vol. iv. p. 1 10. 
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however is certain, — ^that all mifunderftanding was 
r em o v e d^ and that he foon acquired the kindnefs and 
Tefpe£k of the fociety with which he lived : he fays, — " It 
hath given me an apt occaiion to acknowledge publicly 
with all grateful mind that more than ordinary favour 
and refpedt, which I found above any of my equals at the 
hands of thefe courteous and learned men, the fellows of 
the collie wherein I fpent fbme years; who, at my 
parting, after I had taken two degrees, as the manner is 
fignified many ways, how much better it would content 
them, if I would ftay, as by many letters full of kindnefs, 
and loving refpeft, both before that time and long after, 
I was afliued of their iingular good afFecftion towards me :" 
— and in another place he {peaks of himfelf as 

' P'rocul omnl flagitio» iofiis omnibus probatus/ 

In 1628 he wrote fome lines on the fubjed, ' Naturam 
non pad fenium,' as an Academical exercife, to oblige 
one of the fellows of the college ; and T. Warton fays 
of it, ^that it is replete with fanciful and ingenious allu- 
fions^ it has alio a vigour of expreflion, a dignity of fen- 
dment, and elevation of thought rarely found in very 
young writers/ This praife is juft : but its Latinity is 
not fo flowing, or elegant, as that of his later poems. To 
diis account, as the fubjedt is of much intereft, I now 
add the refult of a fuller inquiry which I fubfequently 
gave to it : — 

** The firft point in Milton's life, which has been the 
fubjeA of debate, is his fuppofed quarrel with the autho- 
rities of his college at Cambridge, and the ignominious 
confequences conjedured to have refulted from it. I 
think, however, that the conclufions which Johnfon firft 
invidioufly advanced, have been rejedted ; and that the 
truth has been gradually brought to light. To any 
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offences againft College difcipline, connefled with laxity 
of moral conduA, it would be unjuft, indeed abfurd, to 
look ; and it would ihow a total ignorance of Milton's 
charadier — in all that re{pe<^ purity of life, conliftent 
from youth to age." Certainly he entered the academic 
bowers, rich in every youthful and virtuous accomplifti- 
ment, nuHed by his parents and preceptors in all pure 
and lofty contemplations, and filled with the moft honour- 
able ambition. He had been educated under two peribns» 
both of found and elegant literature, and one of them of 
poetical talent ; from them he had imbibed an early and 
correift taftc for the beauties of ancient literature ; and his 
progrefs in fuch lludies had already marked the conftancy 
of his application, and the congeniality of his mind. 
Aubrey fays he lludied very hard in fchool ; and his tafte 
and knowledge were at that time more than ufually per- 
fefted- When he entered at Cambridge, he foimd a 
very different fyftem of education purfued. The old 
fcholaftic lludies of the Church were ftill in vogue ; the 
antiquated logic and barren metaphyfics of the fchool- 
men, employed the attention of the ftudents ; and Milton, 
no doubt either negleifted to perform fuch ungrateful talks, 
or added fuch expoftulation to his refufal, as was refented 
by his fuperiors. Of this I feel quite certain, that this 
was the point of his offence, and this was all ; for in a very 
ftusrt time he not only regained the favour of his tutors, 
but flood high in their eflimation. In one paflage quoted 



" See CeUri.^e'i Literary Remains, vol. i. p. 168, Leflurex. "There 
are fame peribns (obferves a divine, a con temponry of Milton) of whom 
the grace of God takes early hold, and the good fpirit inhabiting them 
carries them on in an even conftancy through innoccncy into virtue, &c. 
Their Chriftianity bearing equal date with their manhood, and rcafon 
and reli^oD, like warp and woof, running together, make up one web of 
a wife and exemplary life," Sec. This beautiful pafl^, Mr. Coleridge 
juftly applies to Milton. 
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in the Aldine Edition of Milton, he diredly mentions 
the caufe of his difgrace, and of its removal — * Omnium 
plaufu excepts funt inimicorum qui in me alias propter 
ftudiorum dijfidiay eflent prorfus infenfo et inimico animo/ 
This is furely, in the abfence of any evidence of irregular 
conduA, or of any other caufe, conclufive as to the point ;** 
but as (bme of our readers may be fo fortunate as not to be 
^miliar with thofe * brabblements,' and have never mum- 
bled the 'fowthiftles' which grew in the fields of Cam ; 
it will be as well to inform them of what kind they were 
in the days of our Bard, which occupied the thoughts 
of the fludents,*^ who now imbibe, from the fame foun- 
tain, then fo tainted and dry, the pure and living flreams 
of (bund knowledge, whether filled with the philofophy 
of Whewell, the eloquence of Sedgwick, or the learning 
of Thirlwall. 

** Some few years fubfequent to Milton's refidence, the 
biographer of a brother poet, who had been appointed 
tutor of Peterhoufe about 1 640, writes thus : * Though 
he found himfelf tied down by the praAice of the fchools, 
to the drudgery of teaching his pupils the tedious and heavy 
Jyftem of Duns Scotus, and AverroeSy and the refl of the 
fubtle philofbphers of that date, yet by the pertinent re- 
flexions he ufed, and the art of difentangling their minds 
from the perplexities of that metaphyfical jargon, and 
leading them to the fubflantial knowledge of the duties 
of religion, humanity,* &c.** Now, fome of thefe College 

* Sec proofs in Aldine Edition of Milton, p. vi. to p. x. 

^ It is curious to find, more than a century after, the iifter Univerfity 
attacked for prefenting thefe fame dry bones of an exhauflcd logic to the 
ftudents, in the place of wholefome nutriment ; fo flow do great bodies 
move in the march of improvement. See AmhurJVs Terra Filius, p. 5 
etpaflim. 

*■ See Life of Dr. Jofepb Beaumont, p.xi. 4to., the author of l^ri^^, 
&c. Cleaveland*s Works, p. 132. See alfo Burigny, Vie d^Erafme, 
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difputations> ' thde frivolous rubdedes and barren diipu- 
tadons,' are before us> and while we contemplate their 
grim and hungry aipo^, we cannot wonder at Milton's 
reluftance to leave his delightful purfuits, and quit the 
poetry and philofophy of Greece for fuch dry aiid unin- 
viting difquifitions. At this time he was compofmg fbme 
of the moft beautifiil and finiihed of his Latin poems : 
he had written in his native language with elegance, and 
the Allegro and Penferofo appeared ihortly after. Here 
they are ! the favourite themes of the tutors of Corpus 
and Chrifti. * Angeli cognofcunt Singularia. Ignorato 
motu, tollitur cognitio Materix. Intelletftus eft nobilior 
Voluntate. ViliofitperreceptionemSpe(^erum.' Such are 
fome of the tides. The themes themfelres are too long 
to give, and but litde amufement they would aferd to 
thofe not breeding up for Seraphic do<ftors ; but thus one 
began : 'En in fronte difficultatem ! quo ruo ncfcius ? 
Egone ut Alexandruhi huic nodo me pnebeam ? Nihil 
minus, fed quod faciunt Pueruli nempe irritis magis an 
ridiculis dicam conatibus, tortilem virgulam in obturan- 
tem ferunt molem, ut in quicquid eft dtuiufculi, quod 
pedes turbat,* &c. We may fairly preAmie, knowing as 
we now do the original cauJe of diJpute, and the fubfe- 
quent and fpeedy reconciliation, that thde uncongenial 
and ufelefs exercifes were not rigidly required of the 
youthfid poet; that his talents and acquirements were 
refpefled ; for H. More fays, that Milton's tutor was 

vol. i. p. 14, and the Pre&ce ta Dh Cange'i Ghffarlnm, and the DiC- 
femtion prefixed to Rah. Stefbtnfs LatlH Tbtfaurus, for an account 
of the barbarous authors, and method of education, which then pre- 
vailed. Milton's own fyllem of educadon bean great fimilaiity to 
that of Erafmus, as given in his TraBalui it Educatiant Putrtrmm, and 
might have been formed from it ; and both are, under neceHuy modifi- 
cations, the fbundadon of the preJent fyftcro, and the commencement of 
it in the fchoob of Europe. 
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learned, vi^1ant> fldlfiili pious, and prudent. Milton 
Jays, * that the fellows of his college wtihed him to 
remain among them, and that he was " procul omni 
flagitio, bonis omnibus probatus." ' There is a poem 
of Milton's which will throw light on this fubjetfl. He 
had to perform a vacation exercifei it was, as ufual, a 
mctaphyfical one — Ens is reprefented as fether of the 
Predicaments, his Ten Sons, whereof the eldefl ftood for 
Subjiance with his Canons, which Ens thus fpeaking ex- 
plains. Qbtantity and Quality fpake in profe, then Rela- 
tion was called by his name. — Now from thefe dry bones 
what unwonted fires fprang up ! Muft not the tutors of 
his college have been gratified, in witnefltng their now 
obedient pupil, not only performing his allotted though 
ungrateful talk, but creating a foul under the ribs of 
Death ; and over this chopped logic, fprinkling the 
faireft waters of the Pierian fpring.*^ Such an exercife as 
this, thus performed, muft have charmed away all pre- 
vious miliinderftanding ; and often as ' Relation had been 
called by his name' — in the (chools, we may be afTured 
he never before anlwered in fuch a noble invocation, and 
fuch ftrains of majellic eloquence, as 

Riven arife ! — whether thou be the Ton 
Of utmoft Tweed, or Oufe, or gulphie Don, 
Or Trent, who like fome earthborn giant fpreads 
His thirt}' arms along the indented meads, itc. 

*' A youth of nineteen, who could write fuch lines as 

• How he before the Thunderom throne doth lie, 
Lillening to what unfhom Apollo lings 
To th' touch of golden wires/ 

" " It were to be delired, that in our Univerfitiej, Ariftotlc's Ana- 
l7lics. Topics, PhyGcks and Metaphyfics, be fupprcll, not only as vain, 
but difpofing to Contention and Difcord." See Reger Cckt's Dftet- 
titw, p> 665. See alfo p. Z2, which pallages fhow the prevailing Cludiei 
of the time. 
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could not but be in the higheft eftimatlon in the Mufe's 
feat. 

" This is the view of the fubjed which the editor of 
the former Aldine edition firft took, which Sir Egerton 
Brydges fupports, and from which Mr. St. John does 
not diflent. Whether to ufe Miftrefs Powell's expref- 
fion, Milton's choleric temper exprefled itfelf thus early ; 
or whether he brought to the precinfts of the parent 
church any partial prejudices imbibed from his tutor 
* Young/ and exprefled them with his ufual energy and 
warmth ; certainly the verfes in which he alludes to the 
fubjed, appear to point rather to his ftudies than to his 
condud, as the caufe of offence — ' Ceteraque ingenio non 
fubeunda meo.' " 

As a removal of all doubt on this fubjed is im- 
portant, meeting us as the charge does on the authority 
of a great name, I fliall here tranfcribe fome further 
notice of it made by me, fubfequent to the publication of 
the life of Milton, prefixed to the firft Aldine edition of 
his poems. 

Milton was defigned by his parents for the profeflion 
of the church ; but during his refidence at the Univerfity, 
he changed his intention.** Dr. Newton confiders that 
he had conceived early prejudices againft the do<Strine and 
difcipline of the church ; but Johnfon feems to think that 
his objedtions lay not fo much againft fubfcription to 
the articles, but related to canonical obedience. His own 
account is as follows :^ " By the intention of my parents 
and friends, I was deftined of a child to the fervice of the 
church, and in mine own refolutions. Till coming to 



^ Sec his Letter to a friend in Birch* s Life, p. vi., printed from 
Trinity MSS. 

** See Reafon of Church Government urged againft Prelacy, Profe 
Works, vol. i. p. 1 50. 
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ibme matarity of years, and perceiving what tyranny had 
invaded the church, that he who would take orders muft 
fiibicribe Slave, and take an oath withal, which unlefs he 
took with a conscience that he would reliih, he muft 
dtiier petjure or fplit his faith ; I thought better to prefer 
a blamelefs filence before the facred office of fpeaking, 
bought and begun with fervitude and forfwearing."^ 

In whatever line his objedions lay, his youthful deci- 
fions ieem to have been but little controlled by the 
exerciie of parental authority ; for in the beautiful lines 
which he addrefles to his father, in the Latin language, 
he fays, 

* Neque enim. Pater, ire jubebas. 

Qua via lata patet, qua pronior area lucri 
Certaque condendi fulget fpes aurea nummi. 
Nee rapis ad leges, male cuHoditaque gentis 
Jura, nee infulfis damnas clamoribus aures. 
Sed magu ezcultam cupiens ditefcere mentem. 
Me procul orbano ihepitu, feceflibus altis 
Abdu6hun, Aoniae jucunda per otia Ripae, 
Phoebaeo later! comitem finis ire beatum ?' 

In 1632 he left the Univerfity, and retired to his 
father's houfe at Horton,^ in Buckingham/hire, making 



^ On his intention of going into the Lata, See Hunter on Sbak» 
fpeare, p. 337. 

^ This houfe at Horton was pulled down about fourteen years ago. 
Sec Sjmon/s Life, p. 93. Milton's father had fome country houfe 
befides this, nearer to London, of which we have had no notice. Mil- 
ton's letter to A. Gill, is dated * E noflro Suburbano,* Dec. 4, 1634. 
And kt his Elegy i. ver. 50. 

' N06 quoque locus habet vicina confitus ulmo, 
Atque Suburbnni nobilis umbra loci.' 

and in Prolufiones (p. 136) he fays, 'Teflor ipfe lucos, et flumina, et 
dileBas viUarum ulmos, fub quibus acfbte proxime prxterita (fi dearum 
arcana cloqui liceat), fummam cum mufis gratiam habuifTe me jucunda 

C 
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occafional vifits to London to meet hts friends, to buy 
books, or to learn fomething new in mathematics or 
mufic. Here he refided five years, pafling his time in 
regxUar and fevere ftudy ; for he is faid to have read over 
all the Greek and Latin writers : Johnfon fays, ' that this 
account muft be received with limitations ; but five years 
well employed would leave few of the ancient authors 
unperuicd ; I think Wyttenbach has mentioned his having 
read through Athenseus in fourteen days ; and Jofeph 
Scaliger has left on record the ftiort time in which he 
finifhed both the Homeric Poems. Wbat then might 
not Milton's enthufiaftic purfuit of knowledge, and his 
unwearied induftry perform ? He fays of himfelf at this 
time, 

' £t totum rapiunt, me, m«a vtta, libri.' 

In this ftudious retirement, and under the ihelter of his 
paternal roof, it is believed that he wrote his Arcades, Co- 
mus, L' Allegro,** II Penferofo, andLycidas.*' In the neigh- 
bourhood of Horton, the Countefs Dowager of Derby 
refided, and the Arcades was performed by her grand- 
children at their feat, called Harefield Place.*" Was eVer 



a rccolo, ubi ct ego inter nira, et Temotos faltus vetui occulto xvo 
crercere mihi potuiiTe viTus Turn.' 

* Dr. Ireland remarks "a fimilarity between the cadences, as well as 
in the meaTure and rolemnity of thoughts, of the Pcnferoro, and the Tpcech 
of Paulo, in MaJJingtr's MaiiefHontT" See Gifford's ed. vol. iii. p. 107. 

"» ' Milton was a tourt'ier, when he wrote the Maftjue at Ludlow 
Caftle, and ftUl more a courtitr when he wrote the Arcades.' See C. 
Lamb's Eiia, vol. ii. p. 138. 

** Milton was not the only great poet who has celebrated the CounteTa 
Dowager of Derby. She was alfo the patronefs of 5//«/>r. The Prayer 
Book of this Countefj, is the poetry of her times. See Brjdgei' Life 
»/ Miltea, p. 6a. For this celebrated Lady, fay» Mr. Gifibrd, alfo appean 
greatly to have delighted in that elegant and fplcndid ezhibidon. Milton 
wrote hii Arcaits, the fongs of which are a mere cento from onr author's 
Mafquea, of which, certainly, it is a very humble imitation, v. "Jamfetfi 
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lady on her return to the hall of her anceftors, crowned 
witJi fuch poetic garlands, or greeted by a welcome To 
el^ant as this ? Some of his letters to Charles Deodati 
give us interefting particulars of his ftudies and habits of 
life. — * You well know (he fays) that I am naturally flow 
in writing, and averfe to write. It is alio in my favour, 
that your method of ftudy is fuch as to admit of frequent 
interruptions, in which you vifit your friends, write letters, 
or go abroad, but it is my way to fufFer no impediment, 
no love of eafe, no avocation whatever, to chill the ardor, 
to break the continuity, or divert the completion of my 
literary purfuits ; ' — in a fubfequent letter, the honourable 
ambition of his youthful mind opens itfelf without referve 
to his familiar friend. — * Hear me,* he writes, * my Deo- 
dati, and fufFer me, for a moment, to fpeak without 
blufliing in a more lofty ftrain. Do you aflc what I am 
meditating ? by the help of heaven, an immortality of 
fame, but what am I doing ? vripo^ u«. I am letting my 
wings grow and preparing to fly, but my Pegafus has 
not yet feathers enough to fbar aloft in the fields of air. 

You fliall likewife have fbme information 

relpefting my ftudies. I went through the perufal of 
the Greek authors to the time when they ceafed to be 
Greeks. I was long employed in unravelling the obfcure 
hiftory of the Italians under the Lombards, the Franks, 
and GJermans, to the time when they received their liberty 
from Rodolphus, King of Germany.* 

To B. Bonmatthaei he writes of his proficiency in the 
richeft and moft melodious of modern tongues. ' I who 
certainly have not merely wetted the tip of my lips in the 



fF^rijfV. vii. p. i8. Secalfop.yS and p. 89. *' The JrcaJes, with xht 
exception of three trifling fongs, is made up of the fpeech of the genius" 
(in the Barriers). " Milton is indebted for fomething more than a hero 
(Favonius) to this beautiful fpeech," (in the Vifion of Delight), p. 306. 
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ftream of diefe languages, but, in proportion to my years, 
have Iwallowed the moft copious draughts, can yet (bme' 
times retire with avidity and delight to feaft on Dante, 
Petrarch, and many others ; nor has Athens itfelf been 
able to confine me to the tranfparent wave of its IKflus, 
nor ancient Rome to the banks of its Tiber, fo as to 
prevent my vifiting with delight the ftream of the Amo, 
and the hills of Fafols.'" 

The Mafquc of Comus** was prefented at Ludlow, in 
1634, then the refidence of the Lord Preiident of Wales, 
and was afted by the Earl of BridgewateKs fons,** and 
his young daughter the Lady Alice Egerton. The ftory 

■ " Milton feems to have been a foIJtary exception b the records of 
that day, of >n eminent Englilh fcholar, being imbued witli a lelilh for 
Italian Letters." See Pre/eatl'i MifctllanUs, p. 532. ButfeeMr.Gif- 
ibrd's Note in his edition of B. Janfon, vol. vi. p. 491. " The Italian 
writers, of whom he (Milton J probably knew nothing at the time, fae is 
fufpe£led of copying them from line to line, and from word to word." 

" The original manufcripc of Comus is in Trin. Coll. Library ; it was 
found among other papers cliac once belonged to Sir Henry Newton 
Puckering, a bene&Aor to the library, and was printed at London In 
1637, 4to. Oldya fays it was often bound up with the firft edit, of 
RanJilpb': Poems. Warton fays, ' It was with great difficulty and 
rcluflance that Milton firft appeared as an author.' Some account of Sir 
N. Puckering may be read in Warteifs Milton, p. 57B, and the ori^nal 
various readings to the Lycidas, Comus, and fmaller poems fivm the 
Manufcript, p. 578 to 590. On a few variations not noticed by War- 
ton, fee C/^ 3'a*rad/, No. ixiii. p. 111. There is one rather curious : 

* While all the ftarry rounds, and arches blue 
Refbund, and echo Hallelu ! ' 

a manafcript copy of Comus is alfo in the Bridgewater library, at Afh- 
ridge, (See Todies Comui, p, 165) before it was corre£led. 

^ Milton loft the friendfhip of the Bridgewater family by his Dtftn- 
Jio. In a copy of it in Lord Scafibrd's library, the Earl (who performed 
the part of the firft brother) wrote ' Uber igne, autor furca dignlfllmL' 
On this account Lawes' dedication is fuppofed to have been withdrawn 
from the fubfequent editions. See Tadd'i Comus, p. 2. 
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is faid to have been founded on a circumftance that took 
place in the family of the Earl not long before ; and 
Milton wrote his Maique at the requeft of Henry Lawes^ 
the celebrated mufician.** Dr. Johnfon obferves that 
the fi<%ion is derived from Homer's Circe, but later in- 
veftigations have difcovered a clofer refemblance in the 
Comus of Erycius Puteanus, and the Old Wives' Tale of 
George Peele.** It is one of the moft beautiful and, 
with the exception of a few paflages, one of the moft 
finiflied Poems in our language.*^ It has the fweetnefs of 
Fletcher, with a richer ftrufture of verfification, more 
foreign idioms, more learned alluiions, and a higher 
reach of fancy. It does not rife into all the wildnefs of 
the romantic fable, only becaufe it is guarded and fubdued 
by a chafte and elegant judgment. Sir Henry Wotton was 



** "Wc are reminded of the brotherly love between Milton and H. 
Lawes, fo celebrated in the beautiful Lycidas." See Mr, Ward^s De 
Clifford, V. i. p. 17. 

** Sec G. Picl^s Works by the Rev. A. Dyce, vol. i. p. 204. ed. 
1829. If. Reed firft diredled attention to this play, then almoft un- 
known. For extrafb from Puteanus, fee Todd's ed. of Comus, p. 57. 
62. The Comus of Puteanus was republiihed at Oxford in 1634, the 
year in which Milton's Comus was written. There is a curious reading 
in the firft edition of Comus not noticed by the Commentators. Line 
314 ftands thus in the common editions. 

* Thou hovering Angel girt with golden wings/ 

In the firft ed. ' Thou flitting Angel,' &c. 

•• It is to the credit of Milton's tafle that he has borrowed largely 
from this entertainment {The Pirates) : his obligations to Jonfon are 
indeed incefTant. v. Gifford*s yon/on, vol. vi. p. 491. "The Com- 
mentators on Milton, after (pending twenty or thirty pages in conjec- 
tures on the origin of Milton's Comus, without the flightcft reference to 
Jonfon, condefcend in the courfe of their fubfequent annotations, to 
obfcrve that Jonfon*s Mafque of Pleafure, might perhaps afford fome 
hint to Milton. Perhaps it might, and fo I fufped might fome others. 
Ibid, vol. vii. p. 3H- 



» 
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peculiarly delighted in the lyrical parts, with what he 
quaintly, but not incorreftly calls — * a certain done deK- 
cacy in the fongs and odes.' And Warburton ipeaks of 
the bright vein of its poetry, intermixed with a foftnefi 
of defcription." * T. Warton obferves * that Comus is 
a fuite of fpeeches not interefting by difcrimination of 
charaAer, not conveying variety of incidents, nor gra- 
dually exciring curiofity; but perpetually attraifting 
attention by fublime ^ntiment, and fanciful imagery of 
the richeft vein, by an exuberance of piAurefque defcrip- 
tton, poetical allulion, and ornamental eiqirelGon/^ It 
is indeed a beautiful Pageant of Fancy. 

^ On thefyftem of 'orttogiaph}'' adopted by Milton in thii and his 
other poenu, confult Cafe! Laffi Preface ta Par. Lvfi, 410, 1791, and 
Ttdifi Prefect U Cmhus, p. viii. and Richardf^n' s Life, p. cxxx. 

" " Mulical Echoes [trcviiled upon the Italiui ftage at thli period ; 
this wu probably not unknown to Milton, although he had not then 
vilited Italy; and hence it may be prefumed, the Sang af Sweet Eeh»\a 
Camus." See Walker' 1 Memair af Teffeni, p. 219. 

* It has been allced where an illullration muft be fought for the ei* 
preffioni ver. 251. 

' At every fall, fmoothing die raven down 

Of datknef» till it fmikd : ' 

and the entire filencc of the commentators has been remarked. I Ihall, 
therefore, point out the following paflage in Heyvmfs Lav^s Mijlrejfe. 
Aft. ill fc. I, But this play of Heywood's was printed fubfequcntly 10 
Comus. 

Psyche. 

' Time's eldeA daughter. Night, mother of Eafe, 

Thou gentle nurfe, that with fweet lullabies 

Care-waking hearts to gentle (lumber charm'ft! 

Thou fmaath cheek'd negro. Night, the black eyed Queen. 

That rid'ft about the world on the/e/> batks 

Ofdstfnj Ravens Jleeke and fable plumes. 

And from thy chariot ^/«r darknejft flings. 

Id which man, beaft, and bird enveloped. 

Takes their repofe and reft.' 



LIFE OF MILTON. xxvii 

In November, 1637, ^^ wrote Lycidas, an elegy occa- 
fioned by the death of a young and very accomplUhed 
peribn, Mr. King, who was the friend of Milton, and a 
great favourite at Cambridge. Milton's Poem was pub- 
liihed at the end of a fmall volume of Elegies, with 
which the Univerfity honoured the memory of their ftu- 
dent» Some of the fbngs of Lycidas I have read, for 



* He knew 



Himielf to fing, and build the lofty rhyme !' 

they are, for the moft part, complimentary efFufions on 
the birth of the children of Charles the Firft ; but I have 
difcovered nothing that I could extrad: with advantage.^ 
The beautiful monody of Lycidas fhows an intimate 
acquaintance with the Italian metres, and to one poem, 
the Alcon** of Balth. Caftiglione, it is more peculiarly in- 
debted for (bme of its imagery. It difcovers alfo Mil- 
ton's familiarity with our elder poets ; and fupported by 
the authority of Mantuan in his Bucolics, and his ^ Maf- 
ter Spenfer,*^ in fimilar allufions, it has mixed up with 



• Edward King, of Chrift's Coll. Camb. fon of Sir John King, Se- 
cretary for Ireland in the time of Elizabeth, James, and Charles. He 
was drowned on the pafTage from Chefler to Ireland. See BircFs Life, 
p. xvii. for an account of the collection in which Milton's Poems were 
publiihed. The names of T. Famaby, H. More, J. Beaumont, Cleave- 
hnd, W. Hall, and J, Pearfon are in the lift of contributors. The (hip- 
wreck of Mr. King took place on the loth of Aug. 1637; it appears that 
he might have efcaped with fome others in the boat ; for an account of 
his poetry, fee Warton^s Milton, p. 39, fecond ed. 

« Sec CUf. Journal, No. Ixiii. p. 356, by G. N. Ogle. Tranflated 
into Engliih Wcrit in the ed. of Caftiglione by Boyer. 410. 1727. 

• There is among Spenfer's Poems a Paftoral iEglogue on Sir P. 
Sydney's death, by L. B. which Milton had read when he wrote Lyci- 
das. V. TodiTs Spen/er, vol. viii. p. 76. Mr. Herbert remarks — 
*' Many blank lines occur in his Works (Guidi), as in the Lycidas of 
Milton.** V. Mr. W. Herbert's Works, vol. ii. p. 10.— "The Lycidas 
and S. Agoniftes of Milton has rhyme in a fcattered irregular manner. 
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its paftoral beauties a flern, and early avowal of his hofti- 
lity to the church.*' The Ihort, but exquisitely beautiful 
poem called ' the Arcades,' was, as I have prerioufly 
(ud, compofed about this time ; Milton wrote only the 
poetical part, the remainder probably confifted of profe 
and machinery. 

Having completed his circle of ftudy in the retirement 



which b a very plcaling ftrufture ht a poem of length; it gjves a con- 
nexioii of porta, with the context artificial return of the ftanza or cou- 
plet." V. Jaekfin'i Fevr Agii, p. 311. 

" Mr. Peck thinks that the manner in which Milton has difpeilcd 
his rhymes tn Lyddas, is an attempt, tbaagh /etrelly, to give a poetical 
image or draught of the mathematical canon of mufic : he inlbnnt ns 
how to make this out, ' by draniing a itw line fnm rbjmt It rbjmt, 
he confiders the whole poem as a leflbn of mufic confifling of fuch a 
number of bars. The rhymes are the feveral chords in the bar : the 
odd difperiion of the rhymes may be compared to the beautifiil w^ of 
fpiinkllng the keys of an organ. He &ys, Dtyden imagined the rhymes 
fell fo, becaufe Miller Milton could not help it. I thittk they lie fo, 
bccaule Mr. Milton deligned it. v. New Memoirs, 4to. p. 32. Mr, 
Peck has fiivoured us with ftage directions for Paradife Loft, as — Enter 
Adam, with his arms acrofs. Adam paufes. Thunder and lightning. 
Eve approaches him. Adam kUks al btr. Eve embraces his le^. 
Eve is ready to &int, tec. He conliders Paradife Loft as partly iormed 
out of Gufman ^ Alfaracbe, the Spanijb Rtgut. He fays Mr. Fenton 
was a good judge wben hi limi timf /e canfidir things, p. 83 j be has 
compofed an epitaph for Mr, Milton, out of Val. Meximus, p. loi. 
Ifc lays, ' His tip, and whilkers (an ci&y towards a beard), were of a 
thick, lightiih colour, p. 103 ; that his eyes were black at twenty-fix, 
but blue at fixty. He is fatisfied that Milton could take an organ to 
pieces, and clean It, and put it together without help, p. ill; this he 
deduces from Par. Loft, 1 . 709 ; he thinks ' ducks and nods' in Comus 
a fneer at the country people. He mentions Eve's inftitating a rclig^us 
order of young women, who were to continue virgins, 196 ; he fpeaks 
of Milton's great intimacy with Mrs. Thompfon, p. 274. He cotifiders 
King Charles the Firft a vtrj frtper per/in for Milton to prefent a poem 
to, hj order of the Houfe of Commons, p. 284. The Biography of 
Milton reads very diffiirently through the medium of the laborious Mr. 
Todd, and the leind Mifter Peck. 
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of the country^ Milton became anxious to enjoy the 
learned ibciety, and the refined amufements of town. 
* Excipit hinc feflum iinuofi pompa Theatri/ He writes 
to Deodati, I will tell you ferioufly what I defign, — * To 
take chambers in one of the inns of court, where I may 
have the benefit of a pleafant and Ihady walk, and where 
with a few aflbciates I may enjoy more comfort, when I 
choofe to ftay at home, and have a more elegant fbciety 
when I choofe to go abroad : in my prefent fituation you 
know in what obfcurity I am buried, and to what incon- 
veniences I am expofed/ — His feventh Elegy difcovers 
that thefe (hady** and fuburban walks were enlivened by 
forms that made no light impreffion even on a fcholar's 
heart. 

£t modo qua nofhi (padantur in urbe Quirites, 

£t modo villanim proxima rura placent ; 
Turba frequens, fiicieque fimillima turba dearum 

Splendida per medias itque reditque vias. 
Hasc ego non fiigi fpedlacula grata feverus. 

Impetus et quo me fert juvenilis agor. 
Unam forte aliis fuper eminuifTe notabam, 

Principium noftri lux erat ilia mali. 
Sic Venus optaret mortalibus ipfa videri. 

Sic regina deiim confpicienda fuit. 
Interea mifero, quae jam mihi Tola placebat 

Ablata eft, oculis non reditura meis. 
Aft ego progredior tacite querebundus, et excors, 

Et dubius volui faepe referre pedem. 



^ In the time of Milton's youth, the fafhionable places of walking in 
London were Hyde Park, and Gray's Inn Walks. See War ton's ^o- 
tathnsfrom Sir A. Cokaim^s Poems ^ p. 470. In his Prolufioncs, p. 
1 1 3, he mentions the pleafures of London : ' Cum ex ea urbe, qua: caput 
urbium eft, hue nuper me reciperem, Academici, deliciarum omnium, 
quibus is locus fupra modum affluit, ufque ad faginam, prope dixerim, 
fator ; iperabam mihi iterum aliquando otium illud Literarium, quo ego 
vitae genere etiam coeleftes animas gaudere opinor; eratque penitus in 
animo jam tandem abdere me in Literas et jucundiffimae Philofophia: 
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Thefe plans of life were fuddenly changed by his 
mother's death in 1637,** (who was buried in Horton 
Churchy) and he then obtained his father's permiffion to 
go abroad. He left England in 1638^ having previoufly 
obtained fome diredions for his travels from Sir Henry 
Wotton ;^ and as a prefiding maxim of prudence, and 
means of fafety, amid civil broils, and fpiritual diflenfions, 
he was defired to recoiled the following fentence, which 
that experienced ftatefman had himfelf received from old 
Alberti Scipione at Sienna, a Roman courtier, who lived 
in times of danger, and had alfo imprefled on other tra- 
vellers. — * I penfieri ftretti, ed il vifo fciolto.' *^ 

On his arrival at Paris, by the favour of Lord Scuda- 
more, he was prefented to Grotius, then refiding at the 
French court, as ambaflador from the celebrated queen 
of Sweden. Philips fays, ' that Grotius took the vifit 
kindly, and gave him entertainment fuitable to his worth, 
and the high commendations he had heard of him/ 
After a refidence of a few days, he proceeded dire<5Uy to 
Nice, and embarked for Genoa,* from thence he pafled 

perdius et per nox aflidere> ita Temper aiTolet laborb et voluptads vicifli- 
tudo amovere fatietatis taedium/ &c. 

** Mr. Godwin fays, * There is great confulion among all the bio- 
graphers of Milton, refpefting the period of his travels, and this con- 
fufion originates with Milton himfelf.' See his Li/e by Philips, 

P- 357- 

^•See WottQT^s Remains, p. 342. 

«7 < Boccha Chiufa, occhi aperti.' The wifeft of men, fays, &c. 

V. J. Hair 5 EJfays, p. 93. i2mo. 1646. 

* SONNET. 

Rife, Genoa, rife in beauty from the fea. 
Old Doria's blood is flowing in thy veins ! 
Rife, peerlefs in thy beauty ! what remains 
Of thy old glory is enough for me. 
Flow then, ye emerald waters, bright and free ! 
And breathe, ye orange groves, along her plains ; 
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through L^hom and Pifa in his way to Florence. Mil- 
ton had ftudied the language and literature of Italy with 
peculiar diligence and fuccefs ; and at Florence he found 
himfelf honourably received by the moft enlightened 
pcrfons,*® as well as by the learned academicians. He 
formed a friendfhip with Gaddi, Carlo Dati,*^ Frefco- 
baldi^ Clementelli^ and other ingenious fcholars^ whofe 
names are well known in the literary hiftory of the times. 
Dati prefented him with an encomiaftic infcription in 
Latin, and Francini with an Italian ode. A manuicript 
entitled. La * Tina/ by Antonio Malatefti,*^ was alfo de- 

Ye fountains^ fparkle through her marble fanes : 
And hang aloft^ thou rich and purple fky. 
Hang up thy gorgeous canopy : thou Sun ! 
Shine on her marble palaces that gleam 
Like filver in thy never-dying beam : 
Think of the years of glory (he has won ; 
She muft not fink before her race is run^ 
Nor her long age of conquefl feem a dream. 
Genoa, April 1822. J. M. 

^ See his verfes to his friend^ Giov. Sallilli, 10. 

Haec ergo alumnus ille Londini Milto 
Diebus hifce quifuum linguens nidum, 
Venit feraces Itali foli ad glebas 
Vifum fuperbd cognitas urbes Huna 
Virofque, dodbeque indolem juventutis. 

See alfo his Epit. Damonis, ver. 137. 

Quin et noflra fuas docuerunt nomine fagos 
£t Dati J, et Frandnus, erant et vocibus ambo 
Et fhidiis notiy Lydorum fanguinis ambo. 

• On Carlo Dati^ fee Walker's Memoirs of Italian Tragedy, p. 200, 
4to. Fabroni has written the life of C. Dati in the xvi. vol. of Fit^t 
Italorum, p. 1 5 — 36 ; where he mentions among others» Milton's telli- 
mony to Dati's character. 

•• The foil title of thw work w * La Tina, Equivoci Rufticali di An- 
tonio Malatefti, ezpofU nella fua villa de Taiano il Septembre dell' anno 
1637. Sonnetti Cinquante, dedicate all' 111" Signorc, e Padrone off"** il 
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dicated to him while he was at Florence, by its author. 
His vifit to the great and injured Galileo muft not pais 
unnoticed. Moft of the biographers of Milton have 
have aflerted that our poet viiited the philofbpher in 
prifon ; but the fuperior information of Mr. Walker 
has proved that Galileo was never a prifbner in the 
inquifition at Florence, but was confined at Rome, and 
at Sienna.^^ After his liberation he went to his villa at 
Arcetri, where it is probable that MUton faw him. 

From Florence he paiTed to Sienna, and then to Rome, 
where he refided two months, experiencing the civilities, 
and partaking the hofpitality of the learned and the 
great. L. Holftenius, a laborious and eminent fcholar, 
was at that time keeper of the Vatican Library ; he in- 
troduced Milton to Cardinal Barberini,** who was ' the 

Signor Giovanni Milton nobil' Inghileie. This manufcript was di(co* 
vered by Mr. Brand on a book-ftall^ it was fent as a prefent to the 
Acadeniia della Crufca» but came back to England, and was fold by 
Evans the auftioneer, in Pall Mall. See Todd's Life, p. 34, Mr. Hollis 
fearched unfuccefsfully the Laurentian Library for fix Italian fonnets of 
Milton^ addrefled to his friend Chimentelli ; for other Italian and Latin 
compofitions, and for his marble buft, faid to be at Florence, v. Wartoifs 
Milton, p. 333. Hollis* s Memoirs, p. 167. 491. 

^ See Walket^s Memoir of Tajfoni, p. 238. After quoting a letter 
from Galileo to his friend Vicenzo Renieri^ he fays> '' I fhall ofier no 
apology for the length of this intereiUng epifUe, as it feems to fettle a 
long difputed point in regard to the imprifonment of Galileo. It ihews 
that he was only confined under an arreft, beneath the bofpitable roo6 of 
his friends in Florence; Rome> and Sienna ; but never thrown into any 
of the prifon s belonging to the Inquiiition. Yet it has been thought that 
he was pining in the damp and gloom of a dungeon, when Milton vi- 
fited him in 1639, and Voltaire aflerts that he was mis en prifon* It is 
probable that Milton found him in his villa at Arcetri ; he was then 
thin, and borne down, as Grotius defcribes him, with age, periecutions, 
and infirmities, but he wasperfe^Uy free from all perfonalrefbridUons." See 
Prof Powell on Natural Philofophy, p. 176 : "He was not configned 
to a dungeon but lodged in the apartments of fbme of its officers." 

** ' Cardinal Barberini ;' but fee Walker* s Memoir of Italian Tra^ 
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peculiar guardian, or patron of the Englifh ;' and who, 
at a mufical entertainment waited for our youthful poet 
at the door, and prefented him with refpeft to the com- 
pany.^ Milton fpeaks of the Cardinal as one 'Cujus 
magnae virtutes, redtique ftudium ad provocandas item 
onmes artes liberates egregie comparatum, femper mihi 
ob oculos verfatur/ Salfelli and Selvaggi** praifed him 
in fbme common place verfes, (yet the beft, I fuppofe, 
which they could give) ; and wherever he went, admira- 
tion and efteem accompanied him. 

From Rome he pafled on to Naples, in company with 
a hermit, to whom he owed his introduftion to Manfb, 
Marquis of Villa, a nobleman of diftinguifhed rank and 
fortune (who had fupported a military charader with 
high reputation,) of imblemifhed morals, a polite fcholar, 
and known to pofterity as the friend, the patron, and 

gedy, p. 144. Barberinl was ele^kd Pope in 1623. ** The cardinal to 
whom Milton was introduced was probably Francifco Barberini^ one of 
the nephews of Urban> who was not only a lover of mufic^ but like his 
uncle, an admirer and patron of literary merit, and therefore likely to feel 
the attradions of fuch talents as Milton was endowed with. As Doni, 
Tefti, and Bracciolini were retainers of the Barberini hmily, when 
Milton was at Rome, they were probably perfonally known to him. Had 
he therefore kept a detailed account of his travels, it might be expelled 
to throw much light on a brilliant period in the literary hiflory of 
modem Italy." 

** It was at the concerts of Barberini, that Milton heard Leonora 
Baroni iing : who with her mother, Adriana of Mantua, was efleemed 
the firft finger in the world. Milton has celebrated her in three Latin 
epigrams. It was the fafhion for all ingenious fb-angers who vifited 
Rome to leave fome verfcs in her praife. Pietro della Valle who wrote 
in 1 640, on the Mufes of his Time, fpeaks of the fanciful and maflerly 
flyle in which Leonora touched the Arch lute to her own accompani- 
ments, v. Warton^s Milton^ p. 479. 

^ Malone thinks that Dryden's lines under Milton's picture were 
an enlargement of Selvage's diftich. See Scott^s Drjden^ vol. zi. 
p. i6o. 
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the biographer of Taflb.^^ To him Milton addreffed a 
beautiful Latin poem^- in which he exprefles his hope, if 
he could find fuch a friend and patron as Manfb, of 
celebrating in verfe the exploits of King Arthur and his 
Knights. 

Si quando indigenas revocabo in carmina reges 
Arturumque etiam fub terns bclla movcntem ; 
Aut dicam invidhe fociali foedere menfas 
Magnanimos heroas, et O modo fpiritus adfit 
Frangam Saxonicas Britonum fub Marte Phalanges. 

Dr. Johnfon very juftly fays, that this poem muft have 
raifed a high opinion of Englifh elegance and literature 
among the fcholars of Italy. 

From Naples he intended to vifit Sicily and Greece ; 
but he now heard of the commencement of the quarrel 
between the king and the parliament : and he thought it 
his duty to haften home where his countrymen were con- 
tending for their rights, rather than to purfue the enjoy- 
ments of more extended travel. ' Turpe enim exiflima- 
bam, dum mei cives de libertate dimicarent, me animi 
caufa, otiofe peregrinari.' He returned by way of Rome, 
though fome merchants had informed him of the enmity 
of the Jefuits on account of his freedom of converfation ; 
and Manfb was withheld from fhowing him fbme favours 
by the opinions which Milton had too openly exprcfled 



^ Taflb mentions Manfo in the twentieth book of his GierufaL Libe^ 
rata, among other princes of Italy. 

* Fra Cavalieri Magnanimi e cortefe 
Refplende il Manfo.' 

He addreffed to him five fbnnets. Manfb was alfb the patron of Marino ; 
and was the biographer of both thefe iUufh-ious poets. Mr. Walker, 
when at Naples, endeavoured to difcover the villa where Manfb re- 
ceived the viiits of Milton and TaiTo. Sec Hift, Mem. 1799. ^PP» 
p. xxvi. xxxi. 
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on religious queftions. Sir Henry Wotton*s advice (a 
** Delphian Oracle, for fo I have found it*') though 
negleAed, was now feen to be prudent and wife ; but we 
may concdve, that in thofe times, it was difficult to with- 
hold opinions on fubjedb fb much agitated, afiefting the 
temporal interefts of fome, and awakening the fpiritual 
alarm of others. The fchifm between the churches was 
comparatively frefh; the Church of Rome reludantly 
beheld a great and growing kingdom refcued from her 
avarice and power.^ In the freedom of opinion, and by 
the difcuffion of rights, ftie faw her fafety endangered, or 
her fplendour diminifhed. She had foftered for her pro- 
teAion a body of men the moft politic, and deep in 
worldly wifdom, whofe exiftence depended on her proA 
perity : we ftiall not therefore be furprifed if a young 
and zealous Proteftant, who could not well endure the 
ecdefiaftical eftablilhment of his own country, fimple and 
moderate as it was, fliould give offence when expreffing 
his feelings in the inmoft bofbm of the Papal Church, in 
the verge of the Vatican, and imder the very chair of St. 
Peter himfelf. He fays, fpeaking of his condud whilft 
in Italy,*' ' I laid it down as a rule for myfelf, never to 
begin a converfation on religion in thefe parts, but if in- 
terrogated concerning my faith, whatever might be the 
confequence, to diflemble nothing. If any one attacked 
me, I defended in the moft open manner, as before, the 
orthodox faith for nearly two months more, in the city 
even of the fovereign Pontiff.'» 



^ Dum Cathednun, venerande tuam, diademaque triplex 
Ridet Hyperboreo gens Barbara nata fub axe 
Dtunque pharetrati fpemunt tua jura Britanni.' 

Miltoni Sylv. ^int. Nov. v, 94. 
* Sec Second Defence of the People ^ p. 384, cd. Burnet. 
*• In the Hor^ Suhcefiv^t, 1620, of Lord Chandos, (or of the Earl 
of Devonlhire's eldefl fon), remarks are made on this fubjedl, p. 206, on 
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In an album of a Ne^xtlitan nobleman, CamiUo Cer- 
dogni, refiding at Genoa from 1608 to 1640, among 
other inlcriptions of Englishmen as well as of foreigners, is 
the following of Milton, written in hts own ftrcmg dear 
hand. 

" If virtue feeble were. 

Heaven itfclf would ftoope to her." 

Celum non «nimum muco, qui trani mare corro. 

yan. 10, 1639. Jtannii Milteniui, Anghi, 

Prefuming that the diftich from Comus, as well as the 
Latin verfe from Horace, applies to himfelf, and that 
they bear reference to the fame fubjet^, we may foppofe 
that fubjed to be his religion which he here affirms to be 
unalterable, and that if it were attacked. Heaven would 
lend its fupport to thofe who defended it. This auto- 
graph is not only an intercfting memorial of the Poet, 
but a confirmation of his decifion and refblution in mat- 
ters conneAed with the religion of the reformed Church, 
if we have rightly interpreted the intent of the lines. In 
the fame volume is the autograph of Thomas Wentworth, 
afterwards Lord Strafford, both then in the brilliant 
morning of their lives : both purfuing in youthful emula- 

a Difcourie ofJitime. " I do not thinke it unneceflaiy to iky fomething 
of the fafety and danger for an Englijbmen to travell thither. ... It u 
true that for fome Petfon» there can be no place in the world To dan- 
geroui for them to come in as this ; and they are fuch, ai have been 
noted either to have been PerCecutors of them, violently iddiAed againft 
them, at fuch has have opptfed them by public difputation, or writing in 
manner of controvcrfie; for that it is certain, if they be found, they Hull 
be either brought into the Inquilition or forced to be reconciled to their 
Church ; and yet I do not think it b impoflible for any of thJt fort to 
make a voyage ihither, and never be furpriled. But then tliey roufl 

neither publifh their purpole nor time, &c." " Ifa man in his going 

thither, converfe with Italians and difculi or difpute his religion, he u 
fuie, unleli he fly, to be complained on, and brought within the Inqnifi- 
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tion the arts of peace ; both wandering in the enchanted 
Land of Song, enriching their minds with all the ancient 
or modem mufe could beftow ; one as yet guiltlefs of 
trampling on the liberties of his affliAed country, and one 
who had not then earned the noble pre-eminence of (landing 
forth as the unbought champion of her injured rights. 
Perhaps the following paflage may be confidered as a juft 
commentary on the Poetry : — " In all the places in which 
vice meets with fo little difcouragement, and is protefted 
with fo little fhame, I never once turned from the path of 
integrity and virtue, and perpetually refleded that though 
my conduft might efcape the notice of men, it could not 
elude the infpeAion of Grod." 

Milton (laid about two months at Rome, and purfued 
his journey without moleftation to Florence. He then 
vifited Lucca, and {pent a month at Venice. There he 
fhipped for England the coUedion of books and mufic^ 
which he had formed, and travelled to Geneva, which, 
Joht\{bn obferves, he probably confidered as the metro- 
polis of orthodoxy. 

At Geneva he became acquainted with John Deodati,^ 
and Frederick Spanheim, the father of the eminently 



• As regards Milton's attention to painting, Mr. Walker fays, '* Se- 
veral of the immortal works of Guido, Raffaelle, ai^d M. Angelo, may 
be traced in the Paradife Loft, and he inftances 708-719 of the third 
book, taken from Raffaelle in the Vatican, called La Biblia de Raffaelle** 
T. Mem. of Italian Tragedy, p. 1 66, But Mr. Coleridge fays, on the 
other hand, " It is very remarkable, that in no part of his writings does 
Milton take any notice of the great painters of Italy, nor indeed of paint- 
ing as an art, while evtry other page breathes his love and tafle for muHc. 
Yet in one paflage in P. Loft he has certainly copied the frefco of the 
Creation in the Siftine Chapel at Rome." v. i*. Z. vii. 263. v. Table 
Talk, vol. ii. p. 83. 

• Sec fbme account of this Giov. Deodati, of his preaching at Venice 
in a trooper's drefs, and converting a Venetian courtefan, in War ton's 
Milton, p. 548. He was uncle of ' Charles,' mentioned below. 

d 
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learned fcholar and antiquary, whom Milton fubfequently 
knew. He now pafled through France, and returned 
home after an abfence of fifteen months. Of his habitual 
purity of morals, and fandity of charader, when abroad, 
he has himfelf informed us in the words I lately quoted. 
' Deum hie rurfus teftem in vocem, me his omnibus in 
locis ubi tum multa licent, ab omni flagitio ac Probro, 
integrum atque intadum vixifle, illud perpetuo cogitan- 
tem, fi hominum latere oculos poflem, Dei certc non 
pofle.' 

On his return he heard of the death of Charles Deo- 
dati,^ and he has recorded the afFeftion which he felt for 
his friend, in the Epithalamium Damonis. 

Nee dum aderat Thyrfis^ paflorem fcilicet ilium 
Dulcis amor mufae Thufca retinebat in urbe 
Aft ubi mens expleta domum^ pecorifque reli£U 
Cura vocat^ fimul afTueta feditque Tub ulmo, 
Tum vero amiflum, tum deniquc fentit amicum.® 

Some paflages in this poem are borrowed from the Aminta 
of Taflb ; a few more lines, alluding to his recent travels, 
I fhall quote. 

Heu quis me ignotas traxit vagus error in oras. 
Ire per aereas rupes, alpemque nivofam ! 

Ecquid erat tanti Romam vidifle fepultam ? 

(Quamvis ilia foret^ qualem dum viferet olim^ 

Tityrus ipfe fuas, et oves et rura reliquit?) 

•* C. Deodati was a native of England, but of an Italian family, which 
came originally from Lucca ; but in its laft generation eftabliihed at Ge- 
neva. His father, Theodore, came early in life to England, married a 
lady of family and fortune, and pradifed as a phyfician. The fbn was 
bred to the fame profeilion, and fettled in Chelhire. See fome further 
account in Teddys Milton^ vol. vi. p. 173. 360. The two Greek let- 
ters of Deodati, pofleffed by Toland, are now in the Britifh Mufeum, 
(MS. Add. No. 5017. f. 71,) and will be found in the Appendix to this 
Memoir. 

^ V. Ep, Damonis, vtx. 12. 
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Ut te tarn dulci poflem caruiiTe fodale 

Poflem tot maria alta^ tot interponere montes. 

Tot fylvas, tot faxa tibi, fluviofque fonantes. 

Ah certe extremum licuiflet tangere dextram, 

£t bene compofitos placide morientls ocellos, 

Et dixiile " vale, noftri memor» ibis ad ailra." 
• • • • • 

O ego quantus eram, gelidi cum flratus ad Arni 
Murmura^ populeumque nemus, qua mollior herba^ 
Carpere nunc violas, nunc fummas carpere myrtos, 
Et potui Lycidae certantem audire Menalcam !' 

In thefe verfes^ he repeats his defign of writing an epic 
poem on fome part of the ancient Britifh hiftory. Dr. 
Johnfbn has obferved that this ' poem is written with the 
common but childifh imitation of paftoral life.'^ As it 
is not however intended deeply to move the fources of our 
fympathy, or to come acrofs a ftrong and recent fbrrow,^ 
but to exprefe, as in LycidaSy in a pleafing and gentle 
manner, the poet's affeftion and regret; the paftoral 
veil, in imitation of ancient poetry, and of later Italian 
models, is not inelegantly aflumed. Befides, as Warton 
obferves, *the common topics are recommended by a 
novelty of elegant expreflion ; fome paflages wander far 
beyond the bounds of bucolic fong, and are in his own 
original ftyle of the more fublime poetry.' He might 
fpeak of its purpofe as he does in his Prolujions (p. 91)0/ 
the Province of Hiftory ; ' Nunc inquietos animi tumultus 
fedet et componit, nunc delibatum gaudio reddit, mox 

•'Sec vcr. 161 — 167. 

• As regards the imitation of Paftoral Life, numerous are the high 
authorities that Milton could give> as Bucbanani Syh^t, Defid. Tort^i, 
Defid. Lutitiit, Danbeus'u Tbyrfis, Bucolica in Obitum Scaligeri Tbuatii, 
Sec. 

^ * Methinks, faid Sancho, tbe tbougbts tbat give way to verfes, are 
not very troublefome. Therefore verfify as much as you lift, and 1*11 
Jleef as much as I can.' Don ^ixote, vol. iv. p. 212. (Shel ton's 
Tranfl.) 
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evocat lacrymas, fed mites eas, et quae mcefbe nefcio quid 
voluptatis iecum afferat.' 

Milton's return to England took place about the time 
of Charles's fecond expedition againft the Scots, in which 
his forces were defeated by General Lefly, in the month 
of Auguft, 1639, ^^^ therefore not long before the meet- 
ing of the long parliament. In a Bible, once in the pof- 
feflion of Mr. Blackburn, and which is fuppofed to have 
been the companion of Milton's travels, are fome manu- 
(cript remarks, dated Canterbury, 1639, ^"^o"g which is 
a quotation from i Maccabees xiv. 16:' Now when it 
was heard at Rome, and as far as Sparta, that Jonathan 
was dead, they were very forry.* 

When that day of death (hall come^ 
Then ihaU nightly Ihades prcvaile. 
Soon fliall love and muiic ^e ; 
Soon the frefh turfe*8 tender blade 
Shall flourilh on my fleeping (hade. 

Of the authenticity of thefe remarks, and of the book 
having been the property of Milton, reafonable doubts 
have been entertained ; but I confider it my duty not to 
pafs over in filence a circumftance which has been recorded 
and credited by the moft induftrious and inquifitive among 
the biographers of the Poet.®^ ^ 

He now hired a lodging in St. Bride's Churchyard, 
Fleet-ftreet, at the houfe of one Ruflel, a tailor, and im- 
dertook the education of his two nephews, John and 
Edward Philips.^ Finding his rooms inconvenient, and 

•7 See Toi/ii*s Lift (firft edit.) p. 39, Gent. Mag. July, Sept. Od. 
1792, Feb. 1790, March, 1803, p. 190, and Hawkins's Note in New* 
ton^s Life, p. ciii. 

• In this Bible are two little drawings of a profile, with Milton's 
name annexed, and one of them infcribed — Myfelf, 1 640. 

* Their mother had married again, therefore Milton might feel it his 
duty to take thefe boys under his care. They lived with him about five 
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not large enough for his books, he fbon removed into a 
handfbme garden-houfe in Alderigate-ftreet, free from the 
noife and difturbance of paflengers/® and received fome of 
his friends' fons to be inftrufted and educated by him. His 
&ther was ftill living, the allowance which he received 
was fmall, and he fupplied its deficiences by a refpeAable 
employment. The expenfe of his travels, to which he 
has alluded in one of his trads, probably rendered it ne- 
ceflary for him to abftain from preffing more deeply on 
the limited refources of his father. ' My life,* he fays, 
'has not been unexpenfive, in learning and voyaging 
about.' The Aubrey Letters mention that Milton went 
to the univerfity at his own charges only, but in his Latin 
EpifUe to his father, ver. 77, he fays ; 

Tuo pater optime fumptu 
Cum mihi Romuleae patuit ^cundia linguae, 
£t Ladi veneres, et quse Jovis ora decebant, 
Grandia magniloquis elata vocabula Oralis 
Addere fuafifti quos jaSiat Gallia Jlores. 
• • • • • 

Per te nofle licet, per te, fi noffe licebit, &c. 

The fyftem of education which he adopted was deep 

or fix years. Mr. Godwin thinks John Philips* s Scarronides (1664) 
was written in an exceflive fpirit of fpite and malignity againfl Milton, 
V. Life of Philips y p. 148. As long as he lived he never relaxed in his 
unnatural animofity againfl his uncle, p. 157. Mr. Godwin calls him a 
fhamelefs unfeeling bufibon, p. 161. Milton made his nephews fong- 
fters, and fing from the time they were with him. v. Aubrey Let, 3. 
446. In John Philips^ s Don ^ixote^ p. 361, there is this paf&ge, not 
prcvioufly noticed:— "As for the modern Poets he allows very few of 
them to be worth a flraw ; among the refl he has a particular peek againfl 
Du Bartas and Paradife Loft, which he fays has neither rhyme norrea^ 
fin** &c. 

^ Philips fays, ' He made no long flay in his lodgings in St. Bride's 
Churchyard, neceflity of having a place to difi)ofe his books in, and other 
goods fit for the fumifhing of a good handfbme houfe, haflening him to 
take one ; and accordingly a pretty garden-houfe he took in Alderfgate- 
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and comprehenfive, it promifed to teach fcience with lan- 
guage ; or rather to make the ftudy of languages fubfer- 
vient to the acquifition of fcientific knowledge. Dr, 
Johnfon has feverely cenfured this method of inftrudion, 
but with arguments that might not unfuccefsfully be met. 
The plan reconmiended by the authority of Milton feems 
to be chiefly liable to objeftion, from being too exten- 
five ; and while it makes authors of all ages contribute to 
the developement of fcience ; it muft rejeft that careful 
feleftion, which can alone fecure the proper cultivation of 
the tafte. We may alfo reply to Johnfon, that although 
all men are not defigned to be aftronomers, or geometri- 
cians : a knowledge of the principles on which the fciences 
are built, and the reafonings by which they are conduced, 
not only forms the moft exaft difcipline which the mind can 
undergo, giving to it comprehenfion and vigour ; but is 
the only folid bafis on which an inveftigation of the laws 
of nature can be condufted, or thofe arts improved that 
tend to the advantage of fociety, and the happinefs of 
mankind. Johnfon fays, we are not placed here to watch 
the planets, or the motion of the ftars, but to do good. 
But good is done in various ways, according to opportu- 
nities offered, and abilities conferred ; a man whofe natu- 
ral difpofition, or the circum fiances of whofe education 
lead him to purfue aflronomical difcoveries, or the fublime 
fpeculations of geometry, is emphatically doing good to 
others, as he is extending the boundaries of knowledge, 
and to hi'mfelf, as he is diredting the energies of his mind 
to fubje(5ts of the mofl exalted contemplation. 

But if the word ' good' is reflrided to the performance 

St. at the end of an entiy^ and therefore the fitter for his turn, by the rea- 
fon of the privacy, befides that tJbere were few ftreets in London more 
free from noife than tbat.^'* v. p. lii. Al. Gill, his old tutor, being 
driven from St. Paul's, fet up a private fchool in the fame ftreet. Wood*s 
Atb, Ox, ii. 22. 
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of charitable adions^ or the fulfUment of moral duties, we 
may afk, what oppofition is there between the pradtice of 
virtue, and the purfuit of fcience ? Every man is bound 
by the laws of God, and the defign of his creation to do 
good, for this purpofe was he placed here ; but are men 
of fcience therefore imfitted for the performance of their 
civil and religious duties, are they on account of their en- 
largement of mind or their fublime {peculations lefs vir- 
tuous, lefs felf-denying, or lefs benevolent than others ? 
Is not their occupation itfelf almoft a fchool of virtue : 
leflbns of civil wifdom, and maxims of prudential conduft 
will be learnt by all, and is not a man eminently doing 
good, who is fubduing the wild powers of nature under 
the dominion of fkill, diminifhing the extent of human fuf- 
fering, or diffipating ignorance ; like Franklin difarming 
the lightning of its fires, or like Watt binding an element 
of tremendous power into a fafe and commodious form ; 
whofe future efFeds on the focial fyftem of the world, 
even the eye of ' trembling Hope* dares not follow. The 
philofbpher whofe difcoveries in fcience can facilitate the 
communication between diftant nations, and carry the arts 
of civilized life into the bofom of the defert, may well be 
called the benefaftor of mankind ; and what fatal delu- 
fions may have been expelled by him, who could firft 
calculate with precifion the regularity of the comet's re- 
turn ? The moft abftraft and exalted departments of fcience 
arc the foundation of thofe inventions, that are of pradical 
benefit and vulgar ufe.^* 



^* Jobnfoifs Life of Milton b written with his ufual vigour of thought 
and clearncfs of exprcflion ; it abounds with many juft and flriking ob- 
(ervations ; but it is deeply coloured with prejudice, and the reafoning is 
fbmetimes fophifUcal and incorre£L I am fupported in this opinion by 
Mr. Hawkins; fee Pref. to Newton"* s Milton, p. 25. ed. 1824. Yet I 
do not approve of the fpirit or manner of Archd. Blackbume*s obier- 
vations. 
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To a knowledge of the Greek and Latin writers/^ 
Milton added a cultivation of the eaftern languages, the 
Chaldee, Syriack, and Hebrew : he made his pupils " go 
through the Pentateuch and gain an entrance into the 
Targum : " ' Nor were the beft Italian and French authors 
forgotten. One part of his method, fays Johnfon, deferves 
general imitation, he was careful to inftrud his fcholars in 
religion. Every Sunday was fpent upon theology, of 
which he diftated a fhort fcheme gathered from the writers, 
that were then fafhionable in the Dutch univerfities/ The 
Medulla Tiheologia of William Ames,^* a Puritan, and the 
Compendium ^heologia of WoUebius, were the books ufed. 
Pearce has obferved, that Fagius was Milton's favourite 
annotator on the Bible. 

Once in three or four weeks he relaxed from his {pare 
diet and hard ftudy, and pafled a day of indulgence with 
fome young (parks of his acquaintance, the chief of whom, 
his nephew fays, ' were Mr. Alphry and Mr. Miller, the 
beaux of thofe times, but nothing near fb bad as thoie 
now-a-days ; with thefe gentlemen he made fo far bold 
with his body, as now and then to keep a gaudy day/ 

I am now to pafs to that period of Milton's life, in 
which he firft engaged in the controverfies of the times ; 
and publiihed aTreatife on Reformation, in 1 641, in two 
books, againft the Bifhops^* and Eftablifhed Church; 

'^ For the Greek and Latin writers read and admired by Milton^ fee 
Birch* s Life of Milton, p. xxiii. 

^ Ameses Medulla was a book much read, as was alfo Tileni Syn- 
tagma. See Life of Dr. Harris in S, darkens Lives, p. 314. 1662. 410. 

^* Dr. Synmions confiders Milton as the leader of the attack againft 
the prelates ; his tutor Young had been one of the vidlims of the pri- 
mate's intolerance ; and Milton entered in his career, with the blended 
feeling of private and public wrong, v. Life, p. 226. The fad was, the 
Puritans w^re probably not equal to fuch men as Ufher, Hall, Bramhall, 
gnd others of the eftablifhed religion in theological learning and know- 
ledge of EcclefiafUcal hiftory, as may be feen by reading the controverfy ; 
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* being willing/ he fays, * to help the Puritans who were 
inferior to the Prelates in learning ; ' in this, his earlieft 
publication in profe, he throws out a hint of fomething 
like his great poem, that might hereafter be expefted 
from him.'* * Then amidft the hymns and hallelujahs of 
Saints,, y^j»^ one may perhaps be heard offering at high 
ftrains, in new and lofty meafures to fmg, and celebrate 
thy divine mercies, and marvellous judgments in this land 
throughout all ages/ 

In 1 64 1, Hall, Bifhop of Norwich, a learned, witty, 
and eloquent writer, at the requeft of Laud, publifhed 
An Humble Remonfirance in Favour of Epijcopacy^ and the 
King exprefled himfelf much gratified with this work. 
Five minifters, under the title of Smeftymnuus'® (a word 
formed irova the firfl letters of their names), wrote an 
anfwer, of which the learned and venerable Archbifhop 



and they were glad even of Milton's eloquence ; for that was all he 
brought them : and all the young fcholar could be expelled to bring. 
' Nee adhuc maturus Achilles/ 

* Dr. Johnfbn, (fays Mr. GiFord, quoting a pafTage in the Treatife on 
Reformation againft the Bifhops,) ufes the language of forbearance, when 
rifing from the perufal of this fiendlike curfing, he merely obferved, — 
** Such was Milton's controverfial malignity, that hell grew blacker at his 
frown." V. B, Jonfon^s Works, vol. vi. p. 260. 

'•Stephen Marfhall, Edward Calamy, Thomas Young, Matthew New- 
comen, and William Spurftow. In the Church Regifter of Great 
Hampden, Bucks, is the following entry : — ^Wm. Spurflow fucceeded to 
the Reftory of Great Hampden in 1637. He was one of thofe heroes 
who wrote againfl the Church Eftablifhment. They were fiyt. in num- 
ber, viz., Stephen Marfhal, Edward Calamy, Thos. Young, Matthew 
Newcome, and the above-mentioned Wm. Spurftow. The initial letters 
of their names formed the cant word Sme6lymnus, (uus) as celebrated 
by Hudibras. This worthy continued till 1642, when, according to the 
phrafeology of the times, *' God gave him a call to a far greater living.** 
This entry was obligingly fumifhed to the writer by the Reftor of the 
Parilh, Rev. Charles Lloyd. See on this fubjcd Bowler's LifeofBiJbop 
Ken. vol. i. p. 62-66. 
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Ufher" publifhed a confutation, called The jipojiolical In- 
ftitution of Epifcopacy ; to this confutation Milton replied 
in his Treatife of Prelatical Epifcopacy. The point at 
ifTue was the divine or human origin of epifcopacy» as 
a peculiar order in the church, invefted with fpiritual 
rights and powers, diftinA in kind, and preeminent in 
degree. He added to this reply another performance, 
called The Reafon of Church Government'^ urged againft 
Prelacy. Bifhop Hall publifhed a defence of the Ibim- 
ble Remonfirance^ well written and clofely argued; and 
Milton wrote animadverfions upon it, Thefe treaties 
were publifhed in the year 1641.^^ It was in his Reaftm 
of Church Government that he difcovered, as Johnfbn ob- 
ferves, his high opinion of his own powers, and promifed 
to undertake fomething that may be of fervice and honour 
to his country. This (he faid) was not to be obtained 
but by devout prayer to the Eternal Spirit, that can en- 
rich with all utterance and knowledge, and fend out his 
Seraphim with the hallowed fire of his altar, to touch and 
purify the lips of whom he pleafes. To this muft be 
added feled reading, fleady obfervation, and infight into 
all feemly and generous arts and affairs, till which in ibme 
meafure he compafled, I reprefent to fuflain this expeda- 
tion. ' From a promife like this,' fays his biographer, * at 
once fervid, pious, and rational, might be expefted the 
Paradife Lofi: 

In 1 642 he clofed the controverfy which I have men- 
tioned, by an Apology for SmeSlymnuus^ in anfwer to the 
confutation of his animadverfions, written, as he fuppofed, 

^ Uftier, Gataker, and Reynolds, were the three Proteftant divines in 
England, who had the greateft reputation on the continent for their 
learning; fee Calomles* Mel, Curieux, p. 834. Their three rivals abrotd^ 
among the Protedants, for erudition, were Blondel, Petitus, and Bochart. 

^* Sec Symmons*s Life, p. 234. 

^» Sec HalPs IVorks, ed. Pratt, vol. ix. p. 641. 
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by BiAiop Hall or his fon. His friendfhip for Young ^ 
probably led him into the field of controverfy ; for he 
owns that he * was not difpofed to this manner of writing, 
wherein knowing myfelf inferior to myfelf, led by the 
genial power of nature to another tafk, I have the ufe, as 
I may account it, but of my left hand.' * Weapons,' fays 
one of his biographers, ' more efFeduai than pens were now 
drawn againft the church, and expofed by the injudicious 
conduft of fome of its prelates, it fell under the aflault. 
If argument and reafon could have prevailed, the refult 
would have been different. The learning of Ufher, and 
the wit of Hall, certainly preponderated in the conteft, 
and they feem to have been felt not only by the Smeffym- 
nan divines, but by Milton himfelf. If the church at this 
crifis could hzve been upheld by the ability of her fons, 
it would have been fupported by thofe admirable pre- 
lates, but numbers, exafperation and enthufiafm were 
againft them.'®^ 

The main purpofe which Milton had in view in thefe 
difierent publications, was to alter the Epifcopal form of 
the church, and to aflimilate it to the fimpler, and, as he 
deemed, the apoftolical model of the reformed churches 
in other countries ; to join with them in exadhiefs of dif- 
cipline, as we do in purity of dodtrine. But as in thefe 
churches, the Prefbyterian difcipline was united to a re- 
publican form of government, he therefore attempts to 
prove that the exiftence of the hierarchy adds nothing to 
the fecurity or the proper (plendour of the throne ; that 
the fall of Prelacy could not fhake the leaft fringe that 

•• Toland fays of his Reafon /or Church Government, * the eloquence 
b mafculiney the method is natural, the fentlments are free, and the whole 
(God knows) appears to have very different force from what the non- 
conformift divines wrote in thofe days, or fince that time, on the fame 
fubjeft. V. Life, p. 3 1 . 

" See Symmons*j Life of Milton, p. 240. 
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borders the royal canopr. He denies the tpoftdkal m- 
ftitadoa cS biihops, snd, as he argues for the greateft 
d^ree of honeft liberty in religk»! as in other inftitutioiis, 
he ui^es that prelacy is the natural agent and minifter of 
tyranny. He advocates the IWeeteft and mildeft manner 
of paternal difdpline, the independent miniftry of each 
congr^don ; and he wifhes the Angel of the Gofpel to 
ride on his way, doing his proper bufinefi, conquering the 
high thoughts and proud realbnings of the flefh. As long 
as the church (he &ys), in true imitation of Chrill, can 
be content to ride upon an als, carrying herielf and her 
government along in a mean and fimpic guifc, Ae may 
be, as ftie is, a lion of the tribe of Judah, and in her hu- 
mility all men will, with loud holannahs, confefi her 
greatneis.' When his opponents urged the learning of 
the Univeriity and the clergy, he laid, * that God will not 
fuiler true teaming to be wanting, when true grace and 
obedience to him abounds ; for if he give us to know him 
aright, and to pra^ife this our knowledge in right efta- 
blifhed difcipline, how much more will he replenish us 
with all abilities in tongues and arts, that may conduce to 
his glory and our good. He can ftir up rich Others to 
beftow exquifite education on their children, and to dedicate 
them to the fervice of the Gofpel. He can make the fons 
of nobles his minifters, and princes to be his Nazarites.' 

That Milton engaged in the heat and dull of thefe 
great controverfial queftions, from motives of confcienc^ 
and with intentions upright and pure, no one can reafon- 
ably doubt, but they were alien from his elegant and 
learned purfuits;'' they were fcarcely congenial to his 
age ; and himfelf, as well as his brethren whom he de- 

•• ' It will be matter of hearty regret to the republic of lettert, that the 
greateft of thefe, I mean John Milton, had the mufornine to be born in 
ui age when the fludjr of Icholaftlc theology viu deemed an eflentiol part 
of intcUcAual difcipline.* Biatti^s EJfi^s, 4.to, p. s6 1 . 
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fended» were inferior to Bifhop Hall in theological learn- 
ing» and in controverfial (kill ; that learned Prelate's vic- 
tory over Smeilymnuus was complete.®* 

Milton's father came now to refide in his fbn's houfe.®* 
Philips fays of him ; * the old gentleman lived wholly re- 
tired to his reft and devotion, without the leaft trouble 
imaginable.' At Whitfuntide, in 1643, ^ ^^^ thirty-fifth 
year, Milton married Mary, the daughter of Mr. Richard 
Powell, of Foreft Hill, a juftice of the peace in Oxford- 
fliire.** After an abfence of little more than a month, he 
brought his bride to town with him, and hoped, as John- 
fon obferves, to enjoy the advantages of a conjugal life ; 
but fpare diet, and hard ftudy, and a houfe full of pupils, 
did not fuit the young and gay daughter of a Cavalier.^ 
She had been brought up in very different fociety ; fo 
having lived for a month a philofophic life, after having 
been ufed at home to a great houfe,^ and much company 

«» " Our hiftorian had faid juft before that there were few among the 
Puritan Divines of found education. He had better have fluck to his 
word. — ' To make amends for want of acquired knowledge, they abound- 
ed in infpired* ** See Warburtov^i IVorks, vol. xii. p. 398. 

•• Till the taking of Reading, in April 1643, by the Earl of Eflex, he 
had lived there, in the houfe of his fon Chriilopher. 

** See Memoranda relating to the family of Powell, of Foreft Hill, in 
Sir Eg. Brydges^s Life of Milion, p. 279. appendix, who has correfted 
(bme great miftakes made by Mr. Todd, in his account of the Powell 
family, from the reprefentations of Mr. Wolbrooke. 

• Toland gives four conjectures on this fubjedt i . Whether it was 
that this young woman, accuftomed to a large and jovial ^mily, could 
not live in a philofophical retirement. 2. Or that fhe was not fatlsfied 
with the perfbn of her hulband ; 3. or, laftly, that becaufe all her rela- 
tions were addided to the Royal intereft, his democratical principles were 
diiagreeable to her humour ; 4. nor is it impoffible that the father repented 
of this match, upon the profpe6l of fome fuccefs on the King's fide, who 
then had his head-quarters at Oxford. See Life, p. 52. Newton has 
followed Toland. v. Life, p. zxvii. 

■^ T. Warton had a MS. inventory of Mr. Powell's goods ; and he 
(ays, ' by the number, order, and furniture of the rooms, he appears to 
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and joviality, her friends, pollibly by her own deiire, made 
eameft iiiit to have her company the remaining part of 
the fummer, which was granted upon a promiie of her 
return at Michaelmas. When Michaelmas came, the lady 
had no inclination to quit the hofpitality and deUghts of 
her father's manfion for the auflerer habits and fedulion 
of the Poet's ftudy. Surrounded with powerfiil friends, 
in the company of the gay and fafcinating cavaliers, and 
protefted by the paternal roof, flie fhowed her diflikc of 
the dulnefs and reftraint of a fcholar's wife, by proclaiming 
her unwillingnefs to return. Aubrey iays, ' no company 
came to her, and ihe often heard her nephew cry and be 
beaten ; ' Milton fent repeated letters to her, which were 
all unanfwered ; and a meflenger, who was diQ>atched ta 
urge her return, was difmifled with contempt." A re- 
have lived 33 1 country gentleman, in a very extenfive and libenl flylcof 
houfe keeping.' v. T'aiU's Li/i, p. 176. 

"" In a letter of Marvell to his confUtuenta at Hull, he fays, "There 
is yet brought in an a£l, in which of all othen your CoiporatioD is the 
Icaft concerned— that is, when wives Ihall rtfyjt U tahabit leith thtir 
bujb^ndi, that in fuch cafe the hufband fhall not be obliged to pay any 
debts fhe fhall run into, for clothing, diet, lod^ng, or other ezpcnies." 
This fhows, fays the Editor of it, how much the bonds of domelUc duty 
vrcre relaxed by civil anarchy. Ii is highly probable that reparation of 
the nature alluded to, frequently arofe from religious and political diflen* 
fions between hun>and and wife. The revolt of Milton's firfl conlbn is 
a wellltnownbutnotafolitaryinfbncc.*' w.CeleriJg^s Bieg. B»re«Ui,p. 
13. We may ^ve in this place Hacket's remarkable diatribe againll Mil- 
ton:— "What a venomous fpirit is in that ferpent Milton ; that black- 
mouthed Zcilns, that blows his viper's breath upon thofe immortal De- 
votions from beginning to the end. This is he, that wrote with all 
irreverence againll the Fathers of our Church, unJ fitwtd as Uttlt 
duty le bisfetbtr who begat him. The fame that wrote for the Phaii- 
fees, that it wu lawful far men to put azeaj bis taifeftr every ftiwfi, and 
againfi Cbrift for net a/lstoing divorces. The fame, O horrid ! that 
defended the lawfulnefs of the greateA crime that ever was committed, to 
put our thrice-excellent King to death ; a petty fchoolboy Icribbler that 
durft grapple in fuch a caufe with the Prince of the learned men of 
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fiftance (b pertinacious and illegal as this^ mud have refted 
on (bme groiinds that were at lead imagined favourable 
to the conduA of the wife. We muft, therefore, refer 
to the unfetded fituation of the kingdom, by which the 
authority of the laws was weakened, and obedience im- 
perfeftly inforced ; and we muft recoiled):, that at the time 
when (he refufed to return to her hufband's roof, the 
King, with all his forces, was quartered in the neigh- 
bouring city of Oxford ; that her family was of courfe 
aflbdating with the gay and licentious adherents of the 
monarch ; that * living in the camp of the enemy,' fhe 
muft have been in the daily habit of hearing hatred, 
{com, and contempt, uttered againft the party whofe fen- 
timents were fo ftrongly adopted by her huft)and ; that a 
proiped of fuccefs now dawned upon the fortunes of the 
King ; and, looking at the apparent interefts of the family, 
confidering her wavering or alienated afFeftions, and in- 
terpreting fairly the language of Philips, we may prefume 
that had the fide of the royalifts been viftorious, the 
marriage with the Puritan huft)and would have been can- 
celled or concealed. 

Milton, whofe mind was never given to half-meafures, 
rcfolved inunediately to repudiate her on the ground of 
difbbedience ; and to fupport the propriety and lawful- 
nefe of his condudl, he publifhed, at firft anonymoufly, 
in 1644, The DoSlrine and Difcipline of Divorce^ the 

his age, Salmafiusy (pi\o(ro(pias traajji, dfpoSirTj xa< Xvpa, as Eurapius 
fays of Ammoniusy Plutarch's fcholar in Egypt, the delight, the mufick 
of all knowledge, who would have fcorn'd to drop a penful of ink againft 
fo bafe an adverfary, but to maintain the honour of fo good a King. Get 
thee behind me, Milton ! - Thou favoureft not the things that be of truth 
and loyalty, but of pride, bittemefs, and wifehood. There will be a 
time, though fuch a Shimei, a dead dog, in Abifhai's phrafe, efcape for a 
while. It is no marvel that this canker-worm Milton is more lavifh in 
his writings than any man to juftify the beheading of Strafford, &c. v. Li/e 
of Archb, Williams^ ii. p. 161. 
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Judgment of Mafier Bucer concerning Divorce^ the next 
year he printed his Tetrachordon^ or expofidons on the 
four chief places of fcripture, which treat on marriage. 
His lad trad Colafterion was an anfwer to a pamphkt 
recommended by Mr. Jofeph Caryll,^ the author of a 
Commentary on Joby and a prefbyterian divine, the authc»' 
was anonymous^ but Milton calls him a ferving-man both 
by nature and fundion^ an idiot by breeding, and a ibli- 
citor by prefumption/ 

In this treatife. Dr. Symmons thinks that Milton has 
made out a ftrong cafe, and fights with arguments not 
eafily to be repelled ;^^ and Mr. Godwin fays, * that the 
books on divorce are written with the moft entire know- 
ledge of the fubjed, and with a clearnefs and ftrcngth of 
argument, that it would be difficult to excel ; and it muft 
be remembered that Selden wrote his Uxor Hebraica on 
the fame fide of the queftion. Without entering into the 
intricacies of fo great an argument, I fhall content myfelf 
with faying, that all the ingenuity of Milton, and the 
learning of Selden are of no avail againfi: the acknow- 
ledged experience of fociety, which feems to have filently 
confented to the wifdom of the eftablifhed law. Tempers 
once deemed incompatible, may gradually afiimilate. The 
interefts of children, the advancement of fortune, the 

•• Sec Newton's Life of Milion, p. xxix. 

^ Of Mr. Gary 11, Toland fays, (p. 60), * in his voluminous and fenfe- 
lefs commentaries, he did more injury to the memory of Job, than the 
Devil, and the Sabeans could inflidt torments on him in his life time.* 

•* Dr. John Echard, in the Prefiicc to his work, p. 1 1. fays, ** I am 
not, I will afTure you, any of thofe occafional writers, that miffing pre- 
ferment in the Univerfity, can prcfently write you the new ways pfeducM" 
tion, or being a little tormented with an ill-chofen wife, put forth the 
do^ine of Divorce to be truly evangelical, &c.," alluding to two of Mil- 
ton's writings. See alfo Fe/Ps Life of Hammond^ p. 200. Oxf. cd. 
on the Love of Novelty, in defending Polygamy, Divorce, &c. 



LIFE OF MILTON. liii 

ie(ped: of fociety, moral principle, religious feeling, the 
force of habit, the remembrance of paft friendfliip, and 
the obligations of a common intereft, are all affifting the 
recondliadon of wedded difcontent. Incompatibility of 
temper cannot be fubmitted to legal proof, or determined 
by any imerring flandard ; will it not therefore be often 
advanced to cover the wiihes of inconftancy, or the de- 
fires of impurity ? does not legal feparation allow all that 
is neceflary in extreme cafes of infufierable evil ? is an in- 
compatible temper to be advanced as the caufe of one 
divorce, or may it releafe from a fucceflion of imprudent 
engagements ? Milton's courtfhip was apparently fudden 
and ihort ; and no one can be much furprifed at the dif- 
flgreements that followed : but it appears that he lived in 
happinefs with his wife after their romantic reconciliation ; 
hence the divorce, at one time fb much defired, would 
probably have deftroyed, if granted, the future happinefs 
of both parties ; and it is doubtftil whether that of the 
hufband, after he had ihaken oiFhis conjugal fetters, would 
have been increafed ; for he may have eicaped a remorfe 
which at ibme future time, and in fome confiderate mo- 
ments, he might have felt, when he confidered that in his 
ehoUric frenzy he had vifited too heavily the foolifh levity 
of a yotmg, gay, and inexperienced woman, perhaps mif- 
led or overruled; that he had offended the feelings of 
ibciety, and he might not perhaps have felt quite fatisfied 
in his cooler moments of the unanfwerable cogency of his 
«guments. 

There is one paflage in this treatife, in which Milton 
clearly points to himfelf, and to the prefumed caufes of 
his unhappinefs. * The fobereft, and beft governed men, 
he &ys, are leaft pradtifed in thefe aflairs ; and who knows 
not that the bajhful mutenejs of a virgin may oftentimes 
hide all the unlivelinejs and natural floth which is really 
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unfit for converjation^ nor is there that freedom of accefs 
granted or prefumed^ as may fuifice to a perfeA difcem- 
ing till too late ; and when any indiipofition is fiifpeAed» 
what more nfual than the perfuafion of friends, that ao- 
qu^ntance as it increafes^ will amend all ; ' and laftly, is it 
not ftrange that many who hzyt /pent their youth chaftehf^ 
are injome things not Jo quick Jighted^ while they hafte too 
eagerly to light the nuptial torch ? Nor is it therefore for 
a modeft error^ that a man fhoidd forfeit fb great a hap- 
pineis^ and no charitable means to relieve him. Since 
they who have lived moft loofely, by reafbn of their bold 
accuftoming^ prove moft fuccefsfid in their matches, be- 
caufe their wild affedions unfettling at will, have been as 
fo many divorces to teach them experience. Whereas 
the fober man honouring the appearance of modefty, and 
hoping well of every ibcial virtue under that veil, may 
eafily chance to meet if not with a body impenetrable^ yet 
often with a mind to all other due converjation inacc^bUy 
and to all the more ejiimable and Juperior purpofes of ma- 
trimony ujelefsy and almofl Ufelefs, and what a folace, what 
a fit help fuch a confort would be through the whole life 
of a man^ is lefs pain to conjefture, than to have expe- 
rience/ We may, I think, without the imputation of an 
unjuft feverity, confider that to her hufband at leaft, fhe 
was a dull uninviting companion, without mental powers 
or attradtive afFedion, without converiation and without 
love. For he fpeaks again ' of a mute^ and fpiritUtfs mate ; * 
and again, ' if he fhall find him/elf bound fafi to an image 
of earth and phlegm^ with whom he looked to be the co- 
partner of ajweet and gladfome fociety : ' thefe obfervadons 
will, I think, put us in pofleifion of his wife's * fair de- 
fe(5fcs,' and the caufes of the feparation ; and we may 
reafbnably conclude that Milton was fufFering, to ufe an 
expreffion of Sterne's, from the poetic indifcretion of his 
own paffions.^' 
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Whoever dii&rs from Milton in the inferences which 
he draws^ and the doftrine which he advocates, muft yet 
allow that thefe Treatifes on Divorce are written with the 
command of fcriptural learning, with many ingenious 
explanations of the intent of the divine laws, and human 
inftitulions ; and with a force of argument (bmetimes 
difficult to refift. The whole is compofed with uncom- 
mon zeal and eameftnefs, and conveys the fentiments of 
ooe who feels his own important interefts are at iflue ; the 
caufes of diflike in this little month of wedlock, mud 
have ftruck deep root, for he alludes much to rafti, fud- 
den^ and miftaken choices, he urges the juftice of divorce 
in cafes where * a violent hatred in matrimony has arijen^ 
jet notjinfuly irkjome^ grievous , obftinately hateful^ and in- 
jurious even to hoftility ; he {peaks oi invincible antipathies ^ 
when the work of fbrrow lafts, till death unhamefs them ; 
and upon the ground, that fuch matches in this mifery 
are infufferable, unalterable, and without hope, or prof- 
peft of termination, he claims the power of releafe fi-om 
his unequal yoke. That his whole argument hinges on 
his own cafe, no one who reads thefe traAs can reafbnably 
doubt : and that his fbrrows were feen through an exag- 
gerating medium, feems hardly lefs clear. His own 
e]q)erience is the befl refutation of his work ; his mar- 

** No doubt fome cao/e of difagreement between the Poet and his 
Bride xaxf have ezifled in the incompatibility of their political creed. 
Such (iibje^b were better avoided in the domeflic tete-a*tete at that mo- 
mentous time, and could hardly be canvafTed without offence to either 
party. Such is, I prefume, the alluiion in his Poem, 

Or his happier choice too late 

Shall meet, already linked, and wedlock-bound 

To a feU adverfary, his hate or Jhame* Par. L. x, 905. 

Yet Mr. Coleridge truly observes that ** Milton's foul was fufceptible of 
dome(tic enjoyments, notwithftanding the difcomforts that adually re- 
fulted from an apparently unhappy marriage." 
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riage, though clouded over in its rife, and portending 
ftorms and fi>iTOws, and ftrife, ended, as we believe, in 
the finiles of renewed afie&ion, in conji^al endearments, 
and continued love : and we muft alfi> recoUed that Mil- 
ton had lived but one fliort month with his wife, when this 
eternal averfioHy this perpetniiy of haired^ this radical dis- 
cord q{ nature were declared.*' ^ 

That this dodrine was received with negled or ridicule 
is evident from a paflage in HoxveWs Letters. Herbert 
Palmer denounced it in a Sermon preached before the 
Lords and Commons on a day of Humiliation. ** When 
the Romans, fays Gibbon, appointed a peculiar goddefs 
to hear the complaints of married life, her name Viru 
placuy clearly indicates on which fide interference was 
required.''^ In Walpole's Noble Authors I find this 



•• Sec P. Knight's Civil Society , p. 55. ' Let me not be iappofed 
to mean a condemnation of marriage^ from wluch I have derived all the 
bleffings and benefits of civil fbciety, but merely of its indiflohibili^. 
There are many caufes which ought to jnftify divorce, as well as that of 
adultery on the part of the woman, and I think it probable, that if 
other caufes were admitted, this would be lefs frequent. Divorce is, I 
believe, as often the objed, as the confequence of adultery/ 

•* The reader by reference on this fubjeft to Sir y. Mackintofi^s Htf- 
tory of England, vol. ii. p. 275, Hallan^s Conftitutional Hiftory^YxA. i. 
p. 140 ; to Warburton^s Works, vol. x. p. 88, on Divorce for Temper. 
Difcarding for temper need never try to refufe its own perceptions, 
while to parties a relief was iUll at hand; to Gibbotfs Roman Hiftory, vol. 
iv. p. 378, 4to. ; to Haringtot^s Oceana, p. 337, 4to. ; to a Note on 
Divorce in Erafmus's Note on the N. T. v. J or tin* s Life of Erafmus, 
T. ii. p. 214, and C. Middleto^s Life of Cicero, T. ii. p. 171. See 
alfo Analyf. de Bayle, vol. v. p. 217, on Boffuet*8 Opinion of. Divorce 
and Want of Temper. See the Opinions of Erafinus on Divorce, and in 
controverfy with die Dominican Hoveftrate, in Burignfs Fie i^Erafme, 
vol. ii. p. 521. He confiders that the Fathers of the Church, Ambrofe, 
Tertullian, and Origen are with him, and his opinions are exprefled 
with his ufual moderation and good fenfe. 

•• See Gibbon* s Roman Hifiory, vol. iv. p. 378, 4to. 
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notice, ** George Booth Earl of Wartington. ' Con- 
fiderations on Marriage and Divorce, 1739/ It is an 
argument for Divorce on Di/agreement of Temper.** 
There are, however, in all focieties fome to whom 
every paradox is acceptable, and who rejoice in believ- 
ing themielves fuperior to the ^ttled opinions of man- 
kind. By them it was greedily adopted, and they were 
named divorcers or Miltonifts.^ The Prelbyterian 
clergy, then holding their aflembly in Weftminfter, were 
much offended, and procured the author to be fummoned 
before the Houfe of Lords ; ^ but the houfe', fays Wood, 
^ whether approving the doArine, or not favoring his 
accufers, did foon difmifs him/ The Lords probably 
confidered the doftrines advanced as too wild and fpe- 
culative to produce any practical mifchief. Milton wifhed 
he had not written the work in Englifli. ' Vellem 
hoc tantem iermone vemaculo me non fcripfifle, non 
enim in vemas leAores incidifTem, quibus folemne eft fua 
bona ignorare, aliorum mala irridere : ' on this confeflion 
it is plain that the work was viewed as an apology and 
defence of himfelf. In Bifhop Hall's Cafes of Confcience 
I have met with an aUufion to this Work of Milton's, 
not noticed by his Biographers.^ ^'I have heard too much 
of and once faw a licentious pamphlet thrown abroad in 



•• A paf&ge in the EleBra of Sophocles, by C. W. at the Hague^ 
1649, Svo. proves that Milton's dodbine on divorce was not unnoticed. 

' While like the froward Miltonift 
We our nuptial knot untwiiL* 

See aUb a pailage in Ecbard, quoted by Todd» p. 56, and in Britait^s 
Triumph, p. I5> by G. S. What, Milton, are you come to fee the 
fight ? ▼• Todd's Life, p. 54. And fee alfo his eleventh and twelfth 
Sonnets» in themfelves a fufficient proof of the detrafUon and ridicule 
attending his dodbine. 

•^ Sec alfo FelVs Life of Hammond, p. 200. 
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thefe lawlefs times in the defence and encouragement of 
Divorces (not to be fued out, that folemnity needed not, 
but) to be arbitrarily given by the difliking huiband to 
his difpleafing and unquiet wife ; upon this ground prin- 
cipally that marriage was inftituted for the help and 
comfort of man : where therefore the match proves (uch 
as that the wife doth but pull down by her afide, and 
innate peevifhnefs, and either iullen, or pettifh and proud 
difpofition, brings rather difcomfort to her hufband, the 
end of marriage being hereby fruftrate, why ihould it 
not, faith he, be in the hufband's power (after ibme un- 
prevailing means of reclamation attempted) to procure his 
own peace by cafting off this clog : and to provide for his 
own peace and contentment in a fitter match ? I mufl 
ferioufly profefs that when I firft did caft my eyes upon 
the front of the book, I fuppofed fome great wit meant 
to try his (kill in the maintenance of this {o wild and im- 
probable a paradox, but ere I could have run over ibme 
of tho/e loo well pennd pages, I found the author was in 
earneft, and meant ferioufly to contribute this piece of 
good counfel in way of reformation to the wife and fca- 
fonable care of fuperiors. I cannot but blufh for our age, 
wherein fo bold a motion hath been amongft others ad- 
mitted to the light. What will all the Chriftian Churches 
through the world, to whofe notice thofe lines fhall come, 
think of our woful degeneration in thefe deplored times, 
that fo uncouth a defign ihould be fet on foot amongfl 
us?"&c.9« 

The golden reins of difcipline and government in the 
church being now let loofe, Milton proceeded to put in 
praftice the dodrine which he had advocated, and ferioufly 
paid his addreffes to a very accompliflied and beautiful 

^ Confult fiijhof Burnet's Obfervations in his Life o/ Ear/ o/ R^ 
cbefier, in Dr. Wordfworth's Cbrift. Injiitutes, vol. iv. p. 624, or the 
Index to that work under the head Divorce. 
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young lady, the daughter of Doftor Davis ; ^ the lady, 
however, hefitated, and was not eafily to be perfuaded* 
into the lawfulne& of the propofal ; which fortunately 
terminated in effe^Hng a happy reconciliation with the 
ofiending and difcarded wife. 

He went fometimes to vifit a relation, one Blackbo- 
rough, who lived in the lane of St. Martin's-le-grand, and 
at one of thefe vifits he was furprifed to fee his wife come 
from iCn inner room, throw herfelf on her knees before 
him, and implore forgivenefs. Fenton has elegantly con- 
jeAured that Milton had this interview in his mind when 
in the fourth book of Paradife Lofty he defcribes that 
penitent fupplication of Eve, and the reconcilement and 
fbi^tvenefs of Adam. It may be (b ; for the incident 
was too affedbing and important ever to be forgotten ; and 
it poflefled fbmething in its fingular and romantic character 
that might eafily pais in a mind like his into a tranicript 
of poetical beauty. It is faid that he was for fome time 
inexorable ; but partly, fays his nephew, * his own gene- 
rous nature, more inclinable to reconciliation than to 
perfeverance in anger or revenge, and partly the ftrong 
interceffion of friends on both fides, fbon brought him to 
an aft of oblivion, and a firm league of peace.' It was 
the forgivenefs of a good and generous mind, for he be- 
haved ever after to her with afieftion, and received all 
her family into his houfe,* when their feat was feized by 

•• During the defertion of his wiic, Milton frequented the fociety of 
the Lady Margaret Leigh, a perfon of difUndlion and accompliihment. 
To Lady Ranelagh the ^vourite fiiler of the illuflrious Boyle, in his 
later years he was gratefully attached. He fays of her to her fon, who 
had been his pupil, " Nam et mihi omnium neceffitudinum loco fuit.' 
The reader will be referred with pleafure, on the mention of thu illuf- 
triout lady, to Mr. Cro/slej*s learned and interefling Diary of Dr. 
Wortbtngton^ p. 1 24. &c. v. Index. 

' The £unily of the Powells continued to refide in Mihon's houfe till 
after the death of his father in 1647. See TodJ^s Life^ p. 88. 
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•jji rt:iit^u ir^ 'i::«£T "K-trt iiii g^-rj sr £ r=iac5 CTpmie, 
Vj oxspcrzxi for tbcr esasc^ Mr. Bopvcil s 6id to 
hxrt kA br tat vsxs, above ^iret i^ u ^mu^ twi i h , md 
to fasTc died sboiT £3?« j> *iiiTiiiiPi pooBiB m ddit^ 
\apnrj^ a vidov and rfng dskSicn. Tfae dovij of a 
tiXMttad ponnds procutcd to M^hnw vidi Ins vife re- 
ma:ncd nxspaki at iik death. Qd Mis. Aobc Pimd fs 
ptt3tx?n* to the mm mi ipuijo fiar her ihinh^ Ae fiiDoi^ 
ii}g oUenratiof2S were made. 'Mr. MDtoQ s a liarfli 
and cfaokric man, and mamed Mr. Pu w wJ Ts d ai iighHTj 
who would be undone if anj fiich anrfb were taken 
agauift him by Mis. PowelL He having tnraed away 
his wife heretofore for a loi^ ^noe, iqno fimie <idicr 
oocafion (var. a imall occafion).* Milton, it aqipears, 
having discharged the fine upon Mr. PowdTs efltatc, hiKl 
fucceeded to the pofleffion of it ; and his modier-in law. 



* See the tracicripc <A the mffoA docmnents oTMr. PoifclPs 
pcMindiag in Ttdd^s Life^ifoaxA cd.) p. 69, 70 ; and Mib&tfs FniHm^ 

* This pdlj^ may throw (bme additionil li^ on the fnbjeft of the 
deiertion of Milton by his wifir. Aubrey £iys, (he wis azokms royilifty 
and went without her bufbind's contot to her modier in die kin^s 
quarten. (Letter iii. p. 441.) The tnith, then, as fiu- as we can com- 
mand it, ieemt to be, that (he found her bridal home cheeriefi and doll : 
her huHiand't temper unfuicable to hen, and his opinions different; diat 
diiagreements aroie and difcontent on either fide ; and when die king 
and hu army and court arrived in the neighbourhood of her fiidier's 
houie, (he gladly availed herfelf of the opportunity of joining them, with 
her fiimily. Thar fupport fecured her againfl the power of enforcing 
her return; and had the king's party been vidorious, (he probaUy 
would never have returned, nor acknowledged her marriage. The battk 
of Nafeby, and the beauty of Mifs Davis, brought her to her (enfcs. 
One of Milton's antagoni^ (G. S. 1660) accufes him; 'You throw 
afide your wife, becaufe your wafpijb fpirit could not agree with her qua- 
lities, and your crooked f bant afj could not be brought to take delight in 
her/ 

< See Todd's Life, p. 90 (fecond ed.). 
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Vf pedtiotij was anxious to recover her thirds^ which fhe 
vas afraid to preis for by fuit. 

In 16449 at the requeft of Hartlib^ he publifhed his 
TrmSaie on Education, and his Areopagiticay or Speech for 
'he Liberty ofunlicenfed Printing.^ The plan developed in 
die former trafi; muft, I am afraid^ be coniidered as little 
left dian a (plendid dream ; a noble outline of a theory 
too magnificent to be realized. What is promifed in the 
time allowed, could not poffibly be performed. While 
Mihxm is projeddng the maftery of every fcience, the 
ittainment of (b many languages, acquaintance with fuch 
Tirioos authors ; is moving over the extenfive circle of 
bis fhidies, and piling up his ftrudhire of education even 
bo its turrets and pinnacles ; the humbler plan which ex- 
perience has approved, is content with laying deep its 
foundations during the years of youth, in acquiring habits 
of accurate reafoning, in cultivating corred tafte, and in 
learning thofe (bund principles of philofbphy which may 
hereafter be developed and direfted into various channels. 
What Milton profefTes to complete in a few years, the 
old fyflem is contented to commence ; one is only plant- 
ing the tree and fertilizing the foil, the other is already 
rcpofmg under its ftiade, and feeding on its fruits. « 

* Sextus the Fourth, who died in 1484, was the firft who placed the 
preft under the control of a licenfer. In 1649 Gilbert Mabbot refigned 
the office of licenfer, and urged the reafomng of Milton's work as his 
defence. See BircVs Life^ p. zxvi. and Mollis^ s Memoirs, p. 257, who 
calb him S. Mabbot, or rather Mabbold, for fo he is called in Wbite^ 
lul^s Index • 

* See HurtTs Cowley , vol. i. p. 49, '* Ingenious men, fays the Edi- 
tor, delight in dreams of refbrmadon. In comparing this Profofition of 
Oywley, with that of Milton, addrefTed to Mr. Hardib, we find that 
thofe great Poets had amufed themfelves with fome exalted and in the 
main congenial fancies on the fubjeft of Education. That, of the two 
plans propofed, that of Mr. Cowley was better digefted, and is the lefs 
painful, if a preference in thu refped can be g^ven to either, when both 
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The Areopagitica is, on the whole, one of the fineft 
productions in profe from Milton's pen. For vigour and 
eloquence of flyle, unconquerable force of argument, 
majefty, and richnefs of language, it is not to be furpafled. 
* Milton was the firft defender, let it be remembered, in 
Europe, of a free prefs and an unfettered confcience/ 
Doftor Johnfon confiders the argument which it difcufles 
to be of very difficult folution. I /hall content myfelf ^tfa 
obferving, that the liberty of the prefs is the bafis of all 
other,^ and that when a nation becomes fufficiendy en- 
lightened to demand the removal of thefe reftriAions, 
which have been impofed when governments were arbi- 
trary, and the people ignorant ; the correftion of the evils 
attendant on its liberty muft be found, not in the puniih- 
ment of the offenders, but in the good fenfe and moral 
feeling of the community. * Any attempt, (fays a learned 
Prelate, in one of his charges to the Clergy) to fupprefs, or 
even to check the fpirit of inquiry which is abroad in the 
world, would not only be a vain and fruitlefs attempt, but 
a violation of the indefeafible liberty of the human mind, 
and an interference with its natural conflitution, to impart 



are manifeftly Utopian : and that our Univerlities in their preient form, 
are well enough calculated to anfwer all reafonable ends of fuch inftitu- 
donsy provided we allow for the confiderable defedts of them, when 
drawn out into pradlice.** 

^ * The Liberty of the Prefs and the Trial by Jury arc the great (ecu- 
rities for all our other liberties !' Sir J. Mackintoih's Speech at Briftol, 
1822. *The prefs and its enemy, fays Burke, are nearly coeval.* Sec 
Works, vol, z. p. 1 1 5. " We read the noble apology of Milton for the 
Liberty of the Prefs, with admiration ; but it had but little influence on 
the Parliament to whom it was addreffed." Hallan^s Conft. Hifiory, iii. 
p. 4. *' It fhould be further remarked, that in the days of their fupre- 
macy, the Prefbyterians refifled even the eloquence of Milton when it 
pleaded for the freedom of unlicenfed Printing/' Leba/ Life 0/ Lnuif, 
p. 249. 
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to that ^irit a ri^t deyotiotij to (andify it with holy 
motiYes, to temper it to righteous purpofes^ to fliape it 
to ends which lie beyond the limits of this begimiing of 
our exiftence, will be the endeavor of thofe who defire to 
make the cultivation of intelled conduce to moral im- 
provement^ and to eftablifh the Kingdom of Chrift^ at 
once in the tmderftandings and afiedions of mankind/ It 
is in this way that virtue is ftronger than vice^ that truth 
triumphs over fidfehood, and law is fuperior to oflence. 
Jcrfmfbn'sobfervation that * if every (ceptic in theology may 
teach his follies^ there can be no religion^'® falls to the 
groundj when it is remembered that our religion was bom 
amid diibelief and doubt, and has grown up and increafed 
among every variety of herefy, and form of fcepticifin 
that the ingenuity of man could devife. Hume's famous 
argument that was to be the touchftone of truth, has only 
ferved to eftablifh the force of teftimony, and to confirm 
the credibility of miracles. The Chriftian Church, fays 
a late pious and enlightened author, has never been in fb 
great danger, as when it has continued for any time in a 
ftate of unruffled profperity. The exertion of feds &c. 
are naturally infeparable from the nature of imperfed in- 
telligence, but of benefit to religion itfelf ; and while the 
Bible continues to be the authorized ftandard of Faith, 
they can be of no material prejudice. If it be of man it 
will come to nought, but if it be of God he cannot over- 
throw it, nor need we fear evil from it. I refped even the 



* The moderation and juilice of Toland's fentiments on this fubje^l 
may excite furprife (v. p. 79.) * The wifhes of all good men are, that 
the national church being fecured in her woHhip» and emoluments» may 
not be allowed to force others to her communion ; and that all diilenters 
from it, being fecured in their liberty of confcience, may not be per- 
mitted to meddle with the riches or power of the national church.' May 
a fentiment fo philofophically jufl prove hiilorically true ! 
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errors of the confcientious Chriftian, and feel the unpoffi- 
tnlity of a perfeA iiniiba of ientimctit in ndonal beings 
who think fordiemfelves.'' 

In 1645 Miltoi^ colleded his early poems, Latin and 
Engliih, for the prcis ; in which die .^£!2e^ '^ and Ptfig/!s 
rofo appeared for the firft time. Of the {nfturelqiie 
imagery, the mufical verfification, and die brilliant hm- 
guage of thefe poems, praile too high cannot be heard. 
They have all the paftoral beauties, and fweet deferipdons 
of our elder poets, embellifhed and hdghtened by a richer 
ftyle, and a more refined combination. It has been more 
than once obferved, that thde poems, fhort as they are, 
have ooUeded in one Q>lendid view all that can be fiud on 
their reipedive fubjeds." 

Mofeley the publifher fays in his preface, ' that the 
poems of Spenfer, in thefe Rnglifh ones are as nearly 
imitated, as fweedy excelled/ It is to diis edition that 
the portrait by Marfhall is prefixed, which fb much dif^ 
pleafed Milton ; and which has transformed the youthful 



* See Sir Thomas Bermari^s Comforts of Old Jgi, p. 106. See 
alfo John Haks' Sermon» Peace of the Cbmrcb. Works, vol. iii. 
p. II. 

^ Mr. Peck's manner of giving the titles of thefe poems is ladiaroiifly 
qaaint. He calls them ' His Homo L'Allegro» or die betms ; and his 
Homo n Penierofo,or the cog^tuis.' v. New Memoirs, p. 26. Comiif 
had been printed in 1637, and Lycidas in 1638. Before Cartwr^h^s 
Poems, 165 1, IS a copy of verfes by J. Ldgh, enumerating die various 
Poets whofe worb had been publiihed by MofeUy, but omittii^ the 
name of Milton, 

u " This is Mab, die Mifbefs Fairy.** On diis line of Jonfon, Gif- 
ford (ays, <' This Faery Mythology which has been npiei ky Mik§M, 
and which has fufficient beauty to make it familiar to eveiy reader of 
Poetry, is quoted by Mr. Brand from a fcarce book in his pofleffion. 
This is alfo the cafe with many other paflages in Jonfon, which are ^ven 
with all due myflery at the hundredth hand from fome rare triatift im 
the author* s colUHion.^ v. Works, vol. vi. p. 471. 
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bard into a puritanical gentleman of fifty ; it is the firft 
puUifhed portrait of the Poet.^ 

In 1 647 J as the relations of his wife had gradually left 
him, he removed into a finaller houfe in Holbom^ which 
opened backward into Lincoln's Inn Fields^ and conti- 
nued the inflrui^on of a few fcholars, chiefly the fons of 
gentlemen his friends. That there ever was a defign of 
making him an adjutant general in the army of Sir Wil- 
liam Waller may be doubted ; for Phillips has exprefled 
his belief doubtfully, and Waller was confidered at that 
time the leader of the Prefby terians, between whom and 
our Poet no amity could now exift. 

His next publication in 1648-9, was the Tenour of 
Kings and Magiftrates}^ This was occafioned by the 
outcry of the Prefbyterians againft the death of Charles ; ^^ 
whereas Milton proves that they who fo much condemned 
depofing were the men themfelves that depofed the king : 
and cannot, with all their fhifting and relapfing, wafh the 
guiltineis off their own hands. For they themfelves, by 
their late doings have made it guiltinefs, and turned their 
own warrantable actions into rebellion. He then pufhes 
on his arguments againft them till he /hows that they 
not only depofed, but how much they did toward the 



^ Ssdmafios confidered this print as prefenting not an un&vourable 
portrait of Milton. The paftond view in the back ground is worthy of 
Oftade ; but ' neat handed Phyllis' is» methinb, a little too free. She 
(hould have recollected that in a dance 'Jun6bsque nymphis Gratiot 
decentes.' 

" This trad firft publifhed February 1648-99 republifhed with addi- 
tions in 1650. 

*• See Swiff s Mifcellanies, vol. ix. p. 95. The PrefiyUrian/ Plea. 
See alfo HaWs Downfall of Maygames, 4to. p. 39. «* Who were they 
who petitioned in print for the Life of the King ? Were they not the 
Prelbyterian Minifters in London, one of them lofing his head not long 
after on a Royal account/' &c. 
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killing the king. ' Have they not levied wars againft 
him, whether offenfive or defenfive (for defence in war 
equally offends, and moil prudently beforehand) and 
given commiflion to flay when they knew his per^Mi 
could not be exempt from danger ; and if chance or fl^it 
had not faved him, how often had they killed him^ 
dire(5Hng their artillery without blame or prohibition to 
the very place where they faw him fland. Have dicy 
not fequeftered him, judged or unjudged, and converted 
his revenue to other ufes, detaining from him as a grand 
delinquent, all means of livelihood, fo that for them 
long fince he might have perUhed or flarved. Have 
they not hunted or purfued him round the kingdom widi 
fword and fire. Have they not befieged him, and ta 
their power forbad him water and fire, fave what they 
fliot againft him to the hazard of his life. Yet while 
they thus aflaulted and endangered it with hoftile deeds, 
they fwore in words to defend it, with his crown and d^- 
nity,' &c. Not long after he wrote his Obfervatians on 
the Articles of Peace between the Earl of Ormond and 
the Irifli rebels. 

But though Milton in his writings difcufled thofe mea- 
fures which he confidered important to the public welfare, 
his life was ftridUy private, pafled with his fcholars, and 
among his ftudies ; and his Hiftory of England was juft 
commenced ; when, without any fblicitation, he was in- 
vited" by the council of the ftate to be their fecretary for 
foreign tongues. They had refolved to employ the Latin 
language in their correfpondence with other nations : and 
no man more eminently ikilled in the knowledge of it. 



^ See the original orders of council appointing a committee to invite 
him to accept the office, firft printed in Todd^s Life (fecond ed.) p. 107. 
He fucceeded in thb office Mr. Weckherleyn, whoie only daughter was 
mother of Sir W. Trumball, the friend of Pope. 
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dum Miltotij could at that time probably have been 

Biihop Newton wlflies this example had been followed ; 
hat I muft esqprefs my doubts whether diplomatic corre- 
i|x>iidence could be carried on through the medium of the 
Latin tongue, with the facility or the precifion that would 
be now required. It furely is better that every nation 
fhould exprefs itfelf in its own idioms, than to attempt to 
make an ancient language convey new varieties of opinion, 
and new modifications of thought. Modern languages 
are conftantly borrowing from each other to fupply thofe 
minute /hades of meaning, and to exprefs thofe refined 
and fubtle ideas that have arifen in the progrefs of know- 
ledge, and that have been brought from more advanced 
habits, and more complicated ilruftures of ibciety. To 
eflfe^ this with a language that has lon^ been removed 
from ufe, is furely to encumber onefelf with unneceflary 
difficulties, and to prefer the lefs commodious vehicle of 
reafbning.^^ 

In 1649-50 it was ordered by the council, that Mr. 
Milton do prepare fbmething in anfwer to the book of 
Salmafius, and when he hath done it bring it to the coun- 
cil. Previoufly, however, to this, he had written his 



■• Sec MackintoJb*s Lift of Sir T, More, p. 25, for obfcrvations on 
this fabjedL ** ErafmoSy who b the mailer and model of this fyftem of 
compofition, admirably (hews how much he has gained by loofing the 
fetters of a dead fpeecb, and acquiring in its Head the nature» caufe» 
variety, and vivacity of a (poken and living tongue»" &c. See alfo 
SeblegePs Hiftorj of Literature, vol. i. p. 277. There was fomething 
beyond meafure l»rbarous and ruinous» in the cuftom of trufting all matters 
conneded with fcience» learning» legijlative and ft ate poHcy to a dead 
and foreign language» &c. vol. ii. 57. **The ufe of a foreign dialed in 
diplomacy can never ^1 to produce injurious efie£b upon the vernacular 
idiom/' 5cc. See alfo Voltair^s Melanges Litteraires, vol. i. p. 30» on 
writing dans une langue morte, %pd D'^Alembtrfs Melanges de Litter ature. 
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anfwer ^^ to the Icon Bajilike, it is fuppofed by a verbal 
command : for no written order of the council to that 
efieft has been found. The grievous charge of having, 
in conjundion with Bradihaw^ interpolated the book of 
the king,^ with a prayer taken from Sidney's ArcadiA^ 
and then of imputing the ufe of the prayer to the mo- 
narchy as a heavy crime^ has been clearly and completely 
refuted. 

It appears that the private prayers of the king were 
delivered by him to Dr. Juxon, Bifhop of London, im- 
mediately before his death, and on the fcafFold ; that they 
were added to fome of the earlier impreflions of the lam ; 
that the prayer was adopted by the king from the Area- 
didy a book that he delighted to read/^ and that Juxon 
would not have been filent, had the prayer been inierted 
by the enemies of his lamented monarch, to caliurmiate 
his memory. 

We muft now pafs on to the celebrated controverfy 
with Salmafius ;** Charles the Second employed that great 

T. 5. p. 545. See fome curious inilances of the impoffibility of ufing 
the meaning of modem terms in Latui, in Leibnit£s MifallaniiSp p. 153. 

^^ Milton*s Anfwer was printed in London in 1640» 410. ag^ in 
1650. Of the Icon Bafiiike, forty-ieven editions were circulated in 
England alone» and 48,500 copies fold. Toland fays» Milton was re- 
warded by the parliament for his performance with the prefent of a 
thoufand pounds, v. Life, p. 32. The real hSt is not afcertained. 

" See Netotof^s Life of Milton^ p. zxxviii. 

I* The books which Charles delighted to read» and which £how his 
knowledge and tafle, arc given in Sir Thomas Herberts Memoir s^ p. 61, 
viz. Bp. Andrew^ Sermons^ Hooker's EccL Polity, Hammoni^s Works, 
Sandys* s Pfaims, Herberts Poems, Fairfa^s Tajfo, Haringtoifs Ariofto, 
Spenfers Fairy ^een. Sec. The prayer from the Arcadia it a mere 
tranfcript» with the neceflary alteration of a few words. 

^ ** Un Anglais nomme Jean Milton a repondu i M. de Saunudfe, pro 
Populo Anglicano ; je penfe que M. de Saumaife lui repondra.'' L'Efprit 
de Guy Patin» p. 171. Reimar in the Catalog. Biblioth. fiiae» vol. iii. p. 
593 g^ves high praife to an article by Boeder in his Mafeum 1672 de 
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icholar to write a Defence of his Monarchy, and to vin- 
dicate his father*s memory ; to ftimulate his induftry, it is 
laid,** a hundred Jacobufes were given to him. Since the 
death of the illuftrious younger Scaliger, no fcholar had ac- 
quired the reputation of Salmafius; partly, as Johnfon 
aflertedyfor his {kill in emendatory criticifm, in which how- 
ever he was equalled by fome of his contemporaries, but 
eipecially for his great knowledge of antiquity, the multi- 
plicity of his attdnments, and his immenfe refearch in an- 
tient languages.^^ His Commentary on Solinus, and his 



Miltono, p. 34^41» de Salmafio» p. 41-48» as. written with a beauty of 
ftylc, acutenefs of perception» and weight of reafoning that would have 
done honour to Tacitus. On Salmafius's arguments fee Perizonii Difputa» 
ti^nes, p. 643-648. A German writer of a life of Salmafius» acknow- 
ledges that Milton had the better in the confli6l in thefe words — Hans» 
Jack, von» Milton — not to be compared in learning and genius with the 
incomparable Salmafius» jr// a Jhrewd and cunning lawyer ^^ Sec. 

^ Wood afTerts that Salmafius had no reward for his book. He fays» 
' the king fent Dr. Morley» then at Leyden, to the apologifl with his 
thanks» but not with a purfe of gold» as John Milton the impudent liar 
reported.' Wood^s Ath, Ox. ii. p. 770. See alfo Salmon's Lives of 
tbi EngUJh Bijbops (Dr. Morley) p. 344. See Voltaire's opinion of 
dus Controvcrfy in Sitcle de Louis XIV. Tom. i. p. 1 35, 234; vol. xxii. 
cd. 1785. 

•* Toland fays, * What is worfe than all the refl» Salmafius appeared 
on this occafion fuch an abfolute flranger, and bungler in his own pro- 
vince» as to open a large field for Milton to divert himfelf with his bar- 
barous phrafes and folecifms»' p. 96. The fa6l is, Salmafius with all his 
▼aft erudition» fi-om a hafly impetuofity of mind, committed occafionally 
great miftakes. I have a work of his» in which he makes our Saviour 
kom at Jerufalem. * Autant de livres de fa fa9on» autant d'Impromptu,' 
(iays Vigneuil Marville) mais il ne digeroit affez bien les matieres qu'il 
traitoit. Ce qu'il donnoit au public» il donnoit tout crii» avec dedain» et 
comme tout en colere. II fembloit jetter fon Grec» fon Latin» et toute 
(a fcience i la t£te des gens. Grotius au contraire conlidere tout» digere 
tout, I'ordonne, et la range fagement. II refpedle et menage fon ledleur. 
Son erudition eft comme une grande fleuve qui fe repand largement» fait 
du bicn ii tout le monde. Crefcit cum amplitudine rerum, vis ingenii' — 



Ixx LIFE OF MILTON. 

Treatife de Re Helleniftica are imperiihable monuments of 
his fame. Grotius alone could compete with him ; and 
if Grotius were at all inferior, which I know not, in the 

i. p. 9. D'autres ne peuvent ecrire qu'a la hate, et ne fauroient repafler 
fur leurs ouvrages. M. de Saumaife etoit de ce caradlere.' Gronovhis 
(de Seftertiis, p, 46,) fays of him, * Habebat hoc vir ille incomparabilit 
ut uberrimo ingenio nulla fufficeret manus, et ubi inftituerat (cribere, nee 
rerum, nee verborum modum nofTet. Sic fadlum eflet, ut multa illl ex- 
ciderent, qua; norat ipfe melius, et reflius alio die tradiderat, tradebatque 
quae, fi paululum attendifTet animum, ^cile vitaflet.' What the great 
Scaliger thought of Salmafius, then young, may be gathered from the 
beginning of one of his letters to him (£p. ccxlviii.) * nunquam ab EpiA 
tolls tuis difcedo nil! do^or :' — a delightful chara£ler of Salmafius is 
given by the learned Huet, in his Commentar. de Rebus ad Eum (Se) 
perdn. p. 125 — 130, who fays, 'Si quis certe animumejus atque mores 
ex fcriptis aeftimare velit, arrogans fuifTe videatur, contumax, fibique pre- 
iidens ; at in ufu, et confuetudine vitae, nihil placidius nihil mitiusycomis 
adhaec, urbanus, et officii plenus, verum benignitati ejus ac quieti mul- 
tium officiebat uxor imperiofa Anna Mercera,' and then he proceeds 
to give an account how Salmaiius's wife infifted, when he was pre- 
fented at the court of Chriflina, in drejjing him in fcarlet brticbts 
and gloves t with a black cap and white feather. Salmaiius told him 
he was very ill with the gout the whole time he was in Sweden ; that 
Chriitina ufed to come to his bed ; and one morning found him reading 

* Libellum Subturpiculum,' which the affrighted profeffor hid under the 
bedclothes; but Chriilina fearched for it and got it; and, being de- 
lighted with it, called in a young and beautiful lady of the name of 

* Sparra,' whom (he made to read aloud the pafTag^s that pleafed her : 
and while the girl bluihed at her tafk, the Queen and her attendants 
were convulfed with laughter. Huet faw at Salmaiius' houfe the girl 

* Pontia,' and fays (he was * fatis elegans.* His account of the amour of 
Morus with this girl is not fo un^vourable as Milton's ; in fiid, he made 
Moms fign a paper to marry her, but the paffion and intemperance of 
Salmaiius' wife rendered all interference unfuccefsflil. Moms was ill in 
Salmaiius' houfe, and Ponda nurfed him, which was the beginning of 
the acquaintance. An epitaph on Salmaiius is given in V. Paravicini 
Sing, de Virb Emd. (171 3) p. 201, in the bombafUc ftyle of the time. 

Ingens exigua jacet hac fub mole fepultus 

AfTertor Regum, numinis atque pugil 
Finivit Spadse vitam Salmaiius hofpes 
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extent of his information, he far excelled Salmafius in 
the corredtneis of his judgment, the diftribution of his 
knowledge, and the more luminous arrangement of his 
erudition. Grotius was an elegant poet and an enlight- 
ened philofbpher, as well as a profound fcholar ; and the 
names of thefe two illuilrious men were in commendation 
not often disjoined. Selden fpeaks of Grotius, ' as the 
greateft, the chief of men,' and of Salmafius as ^ moil ad- 
mirable ;' to whom he wiflied much more to be like than 
to be the moft eminent perfon for riches and honour in 
the world ; and Cardinal Richelieu declared, that Bigno- 
nius, Grotius,. and Salmafius were the only perfons of that 
age, whom he looked upon as arrived at the higheft pitch 
of learning. The learned Gataker confidered him worthy 
of the appellation beftowed on Picus Mirandula, ' The 
miracle of the age he lived in.'*' Such was the antago- 
nift whom Milton had been commanded to meet. The 
work which the exiled monarch required from the critic 
was probably fomewhat beyond the circle of his ftudies ; 
he wrote alio on the unpopular fide ; and fome among his 
friends neither admired the motive, nor anticipated the fuc- 
ccfe of his undertaking,** for Salmafius was himfelf a Pref- 



Trajeftum cincres offaquc trille tenet. 
Quod mortal! fuit periit» pars altera ccelis 
Reddita, fit major^ do£lior efTe nequit. 

For Letters from Chriilina to Salmafius in the Ottoboni Palace at 
Rome, fee Kejjlet^s Travels^ vol. iii. p. 147. For hisalledgpd intrigues 
and condu£l in Sweden, fee JugUrVs BibL Hiftor. T. i. p. 35 1, and fee 
alfo Rectttil de quelques Pieces curieufes de la Reine Cbriftine, p. 295, 
printed at Cologne among the Recueil des Hiftoires Galantes, 1 2mo. 

*• Sec Anfwer to Lilie, p. 85. 4to. 

•• Sec Sarravii Epiftolas. p. 224, hb love and admiration of Salma- 
fius evince qualities in that great man that commanded efleem. * De 
Salmafio quid dicam ? Precipiti Odobri in amplexus ejus ivi. Cum eo 
vivere amem et obeam libens, vis plura ? Si per impoffibile cuiquam 
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byteriatij and had written againft ejHicopacy. Hobbes 
litySj ' he is unable to decide whole language is beft^ or 
whofe argument worftj' and certainly the queftion is too 



mortalium erigantur unquam altaria, mihi, deua, deus ille, de omnigena 
doArina, monbufque humanifllmia libi coraperta nimre nihil atdnet,* 
p. 31. See alfo his 51ft Epiftle te Al. Mar*. In hii 140th, rpeaking 
of the death of Grocius, he fays, ' Ucri reHrum debeatur hujus fseculi 
principatus Uterariua, decemet vertura a:tas!' In the ipSth Letter Sar- 
ravius firft mentions the fubjeft of Salmafius's defence, which he ap- 
plaudf. ' Laudo animi tui gcnerofum propofitum, quo ne^ndiun fceliu 
aperte damnarc fullincs.' Then he mentions that Becbart intended 
' eandem fpartam ornare,' but had been di^uaded. In die 208th ' de 
tuo pro infelici Rcgc apologetico folens facia, qui facis, quod libet, et 
amicorum confilia fpernis.' In the 214th he has feen his work 'Omni- 
no magnuj ell iAe tuus labor, et iftam materiam profunde meditatus cs.' 
Id the 2i6(h he fays, 'Tuam defenfionem quod fpe£tat dolendam eflet 
in iplis nafcendi primotdiis interire.' In the 222nd he fpeakjof the^^ 
edition of Salmalius'i work : in the 223d he complains that a copy had 
not been fent to Charles's widow. ■ (^ii^n^vis enim fii in re minime lauta, 
tamcn potuilTe folvere pretium tabellarii, qui illud attulilTel.' The 228th 
it ihc letter fo often quoted, beginning * Te ergo habcmus reum fetentem.* 
Sarravius differed from him in his defence of Epifcopacy. July 1 648 he 
tells him ' vos amis fe plaignent que vous ne fafles rien de ce done Us voua 
prieni, et que vos ennemis au contraire ont I'avantage de vous faire eerirede 
ce qu'il leuF plait :' from a careful perufal of the corrtfpondence conneAed 
with this fubjefl, I am convinced that the effefl faid to be produced by 
Milton's defence on Salmafius, and on his reputation has been fradi- 
gieajlj ivirrated. Salmafius feems at that time to have been as much in- 
terefied about other works which he had in hand, and efpecially about 
condufling fafely and commodiouHy hia journey to Sweden, and pre- 
ferving hia health in that cold climate. It muft alfo be obferved that 
whatever More's moral charafler was, he Aood in high efteem and repu- 
tation in the learned world, and that Milton's attack therefore afiefled 
him deeply. See Ta». Fairi. Efifiol.Hvi.\ih.i.t&.i6j^,^.iiq. A 
full and impartial account of him may be read in Bajle's Dili. Art. 
' Morus.' Arch. Blackburne calls More the AtUrburj, or rather the 
Doddofhis age. v. Mem. ef Htllis, p. 521, On A. More, fee Albtrti 
Qretie dt Pttji Tbeahgis uiili, p. 404. ' Quis Bezam,' &c. T. Ofu/' 
emla dt Ratiani Sluditrum. Svo. See a Note by Prof. Wyttenbach on 
A. More, and in Plutarch' 1 Meralie. T. i. p. 415. 
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often loft fight of in difcuffing the niceties of verbal con- 
ftruftion,** or in perfbnal altercation ; nor is the argument 
diipofed with the calm and comprehenfive views of the 
ftatefinan and philofopher. That Milton's fame, how- 
ever, was widely and honourably extended by this per- 
formance, no doubt can be entertained, it was 

In Liberty's defence^ a noble tafk. 

Of which all Europe rang from fide to fide: 

but that Salmafius fufFered difgrace at the court of Chrif- 
tina ; that he was difmifled with contempt, or confidered 
as defeated with difhonour, refts upon no valid authority.*^ 
Milton in his fecond defence exprefsly allowed, that the 
queen, attentive to the dignity of her ftation, let the ftranger 
experience no diminution of her former kindnefs, or muni- 
ficence. The health of that illuftrious fcholar had long 
been languifhing under his unremitted labours. He was 
afflidled with gout if not with ftone, and he went to feek 
relief from the mineral waters of Spa (which he was fup- 
pofed to have drunk improperly), where he died. The 
queen had offered him large appointments^ to remain in 



** On Milton's Latinity, fee Morbofs Polyhift. T. i. p. 301-2. 
It was faid that Salmafius flole from Scbickard^s Juf, Hebr. Reg. Sec 
Morbof, vol.ii. p. 562. See JugUri in his Bibliotbeca Hiftorica, vol. 
i. p. 632, who intended to give an hiflorical and literary criticifm on this 
coniroverfy. * Salmafio/ fays Morbof^ * nonnunquam coXoiym excudc- 
mnt.' See vol. i. p. 280 and 828. 

* Other fcholars were attradled to the court of Sweden by the pro- 
mifes held out by Chriftina» and by her charadler^ but few could bear 
the feverity of the climate. Defcartes died from its efFe£ls. G. Naude alfo 
went, but returned from the fame caufe. See (Euvres de Boileau, vol. iii. 
p. 41 7, note. Grotius alfo was in Sweden. Frenfhemius was attracted to 
Stockholm. Sec JuglerPs B. Hift. vol. iii. p. 2058. Meibomius alfo was 
there. See Cbamfort^s (Euvres, vol. ii. p. 238. On Chriflina's caprices 
(hown to Defcartes. See Mai, Mottevill^s Memoires, vol. i. p. 378. 

^ He had a peniion of 40,000 livres from Sweden. It may aflonifh 
feme of my readers to know that Salmafius was a republican, ' Placebat 
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Sweden, and greatly regretted his departure; but the 
coldnefs of the climate was injurious to him : and after his 
death, (he wrote a letter full of concern for his lofs, and 
reipedl for his memory ; the flander firft thrown out in the 
Mercurius Politicus,^ and fo frequently repeated, ought 
no longer to be believed. Salmafius went fidl of years, and 
honours to his grave.*^ 

The purpofe of Salmafius** was to fupport the doftrine 



Salmafio refpublica/ He was invited by the Univerfity of Oxford to 
fettle there on very handfome terms : * and ' fays his biographer, * he 
would have gone * nid aliquid ab eo petiiifenty qoamvis beatiffima condi- 
done, quod cum ad nationis utilitatem fpedlaret, non erat tamen ad ge* 
nium ipfius ;' but fo far was Salmafius» as all Milton's biographers aflert, 
fh)m being a flavifh admirer of kings or regal governments, that ' Bata* 
viam hac in parte prx Anglia preferebat quod majorem femper in njfuh^ 
lica quam in regno libertatem effe judicaret.' v. Vit. Salmaf. p. xvi. 
It was not folely on account of his fuperior learning that Salmafius was 
fele£led by the adherents of Charles, but that fome of his previous wri- 
tings on matters connefled with the church and the feds, had produced 
much effefl in England. ' DifFertatio de epifcopb et prefbyteris multum 
juverat optime fentientes (in Britannia) in abrogando jure Epifcoporum, 
quod multi ex proceribus, et viris primariis ultro cum gratiarum a6lione 
tefbiti funt : ' and it appears that he was in the habit of being confulted 
on ecclefiaflical afiairs by the perfons of rank and influence in England, 
' Confilium Salmafii fxpius per deputationes implorarunt regni proceres.' 

^ Mercurius Politicus of Marchmont Needham, Milton's friend, com- 
menced June 9, 1649, ended April i66o. 

*• .It is curious to read the account of this controverfy in the Ahbi 
D^Artignfs Memoir es de Literature^ &c. 1749. '^- ^* P* *73» where 
he fays, ' The difpute of Salmafius was referved for a writer far below 
him and unknown in the Republic of Letters : ' he had the portion of 
them, who efcaping great dangers, at laft perifhed of the blow of fome 
cowardly raw recruit. The Frenchman feems to think that Milton's attack, 
joined to his wife's ill-humour affedled the old fcholar grievoufly ; but fee 
D^ Olivet 9 Hift, de PAcademie Francaife. T. ii. p. 377, which is decifivc. 

^ Dr. Symmons has allowed the fkill and eloquence difplayed in the 
work of Salmafius, vide Life, p. 356, and has fhown how much Burke 
was indebted to it. In that ftrange rambling work^ T. Hollb's Me- 
moirs, there is an engraving by Cipriani, reprefenting Milton's head on 
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of the divine rights of kings : to prove that the king is a 
peribn with whom the fupreme power of the kingdom re- 
fideSj and who is aniwerable to God alone. Milton aflert- 
ed the undifputed fovereignty of the people. This he 
terms agreeable to the laws of God^ and of nature. That 
by the laws of God, by thofe of nations, and by the mu- 
nicipal laws of our own country, a king of England may 
be brought to trial and to death ; that the laws of God do 
in this exa(5Uy agree with the laws of nature : and that 
this is a (ettled maxim of the law of nature never to be 
ihaken, that the fenate and the people are fuperior to 
kings ; and that, if afked by what law, by what right or 
juftice, the king was dethroned, the anfwer is, by that law 
which God and nature have created ; that whatever things 
arc for the univerfal good of the whole ftate, are for that 
reaibn lawful and juft ; and that a people obliged by an 
oath^ is difcharged of that obligation, when a lawful prince 
becomes a tyrant, or gives himfelf over to floth and volup- 
tuoufheis. The rule of juftice, the very law of nature 
-difpenfes with fuch a people's allegiance. That thefe doc- 
trines have been always acknowledged by the common 
confent of mankind, he endeavours to prove from the hif- 
tory of ancient nations. Thus the kings of the Jews were 
fiibjeA to the very fame laws as the people. He traces a 
fimilar belief through Egypt and Perfia, through the Gre- 
cian hiftory, and the annals of the Roman empire. He 
alleges the authority of the ancient Scriptures, the gofpel, 
and the fathers. He then finds his dodrine fupported by 
the uiage and conftitution of our government from the 
period of the Britifh hiftory, through the Saxon and Nor- 



a tenniniu, on which is a medallion fufpended inclofing the portrait of 
Salmafias; this was a print emblematical of Milton's vidlory, v. p. 383, 
See Spanbtim*s Char, §f Salmafius in Mifceiianea Leibnitziana, p. 100 ; 
alfo Hackefs Life of William Sy p. 14. 30. 
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man times, and traces the fupreme power of the legiflative 
aflembly to the reign of Charles. Such is a faint outline 
of his argument ; in this work he openly accuies Buck- 
ingham of having poifoned King James, and afterwards 
even makes a bolder aflertion, that Charles was acceilbry 
to the crime.^* 

The firft reply to Milton's Defenfio Populi was^ pub- 
lifhed in 1651. Milton, who affifted his nephew Philips 
in the anfwer, was willing to confider it as the produdion 
of that diftinguifhed prelate, Bramhall, whom he treats 
with the fame coarfenefs of farcafm, and violence of invec- 
tive which had been employed againft Salmafius, imputing 
to him the greateft exceffes, and the praftice of the moft 
degrading vices. BramhalP* had difowned the writing 
imputed to him, but the real author was not diicovered 
till the induftry of Mr. Todd brought the fecret to light. 
He proves to be one John Rowland, and calls himfelf 
' Paftor Ecclefiae particularis.' In this traft the accuiadon 
of the death of James the Firft by poifon is repeated. 

^ A perfon named Jeanes or Janes publiihed an anAver to Milton's 
Eikonoklades in the year of the Reftoration, 1660. This book was brought 
out agsun under the title of '' Salmafius, his deftrudlion of the Diabolical 
Rebel Milton'* — ^intending thereby to pafs it offas a Tranflation of Salma- 
fius' Pofthumous Work, ad Joannem Miltonium refponfio. It was in 
fadt the fame work and the fame edition as that brought out by Janes, 
with the exception of the title and a leaf of addrefs to the reader. 

^ In the original editions of the Defenfio Populi, and Defenfio Se- 
cunda, the name of the author is printed Joannis Miltonl, L e. Miltonii; 
he therefore differed from thofe who would render the Englifh termina- 
tion *on,' by *onu8* in Latin. 

^ See extradt from Bijhop BramhalPs Letter to bis Son^ May, 1654* 
' That filly book, which he afcribes to me, was written by one John 
Rowland, who fince hath replied upon him. I never read a word either 
of the firft book or the reply in my life.' v. Todd^s Life, p. 83 ; alfb 
fee Reimanni Catalog, BibL fua. T. iii. p. 781. Job. Rowland 
Polemica et Irenica pro Rege et Populo Anglicano, advcrfus Job. Milto^ 
num, 1653, fine loco. 
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Next year (1652) appeared * Regii Sanguinis clamor ad 
CGcJum contra Parricidas Anglicanos :' this work was writ- 
ten by Peter du Moulin^ a Frenchman, afterwards Pre- 
bendary of Canterbury, but A. More, who had the care 
of the publication, was treated by Milton as the real au- 
thor. The miftake was afterwards difcovered, but Milton 
had exhaufted his inveftive againft More, and fuiFered Du 
Moulin to eicape.^ Alexander More was a Scotchman by 
birth^ fettled in France, and was the fon of the principal 
of the Proteftant College of Caftres in Languedoc. He 
was a peHbn of talent and learning, but more eminently 
diftinguifhed as a brilliant though eccentric preacher. It 
was an unfortunate hour for him when he threw the ftiield 
of his name to proteft Du Moulin's writings, for More's 
perfbnal charafter was open to remark. He had, it ap- 
pears, entered into a love-intrigue at Leyden, with an 
Ejiglifh girl, who is called Pontia, and who was waiting- 
maid to the wife of Salmafius." This occaftoned much 

** Sec Du Moulin^ s Latin Poems, ^. 140; and VEfprit de G. Patin. 
p. 64. P. du Moulin, one of the mod diftinguifhed paftors of the 
lefbrmed Church in France, during the 16th and 17th centuries, left an 
jiut0grapb Memoir, or rather Colledion of Anecdotes behind him, 
which is now in the hands of Monf. Marron of Paris, and will ihortly 
be publiihed. See For. Stuart. Rev. No. XVI. p. 512. 

* The wife of Salmaiius was a great Ihrcw, but (he had a high opi- 
nion of her hufband. II fe laifToit dominer par une femme hautaine et 
chagnne, qui (e vantoit d'avoir pour man, mais non pour maitre ' le plus 
£ivant de tous les nobles, et le plus noble de tous les favans.' v. Hue- 
tiena, p. x. The 88th Letter of Sarravius opens a curious domeilic 
picture of Salmafius's family. He had, it appears, applied to Sarravius 
to procure him fome maid-fetvants, and his friend ^rly anfwers him. 
' Timeo ne itineris difficultates, cum uxor is tu^e moribus multas deter- 
reant/ Salmaiius was prefented with the order of St. Michael by Louis 
XIII. hence Milton calls him * Eques.' — ^The biographers of Milton 
have taken their account of Salmaiius chicily from N. Heiniius, without 
keeping in mind that Hcinfius was his bitter and implacable enemy. Not 
wiihing to give oflencc, ilill I mull fay, that not one of thofc who have 
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domeftic difpute and jealoufy in the houfe of the learned 
profeflbr, and became the fubjeft of r^lery in the corre- 
{pondence of the friends of Salmafius. It appears alfo^ 
that a fimilar adventure with a fervant maid^ of the name 
of Claudia Peletta, with whom More is accufed of in- 
triguing before and after her marriage^ was the occafion 
of his leaving Geneva; and a third amour^ with a young 
female domeftic of the name of Tibaltiana^ is alio men- 
tioned Milton did not fpare his enemy on the fide 
where he was fo much expofed ; and More fhrunk from 
the bitter ftorm of inveftive, farcafm, and irony, that his 
indignant antagonift poured on all iides upon him.^ 

The * Second Defence ' is one of the moft interefting of 
Milton's writings.*^ Johnfon has quoted from it the elo- 
quent eulogy on Cromwell : the character of Bradfhaw is 
drawn with all the (kill and power of Clarendon, and pre- 
fents a noble portrait of the intrepid regicide ; and the 
addrefs to Fairfax has for ever exalted the charafter, and 
dignified the memory of that illuftrious foldier. I fhall 



written on this controverfy, feems to me to be really acquainted with 
the works or charadler of Salmalius. See alfo N, Heinfii Poem. Lat. 
152. 165. 

* In Sarravii Epiftolae are many addrefled with refpedl and efteem 
to Al. More. He feems not to have been permanently injured by Mil- 
ton's attack, and he would hardly be recognized as the fame per/on in 
the party-ftatement of Milton, and the impartial life by Bayle. A copy 
of Latin verfes by A. More, addrefled to N. Heinfius, is in the Adopti- 
vorum Carmina, p. 19. See alfo Huetii Carmina, p. 33. ed. Graevii. 
V. Reimanni Catal. Bibl.fua^ vol. iii. p. 401. 

^ See Talford^s Memoirs of Charles Lamb, vol. i. p. 242, a Letter 
from Lamb to Coleridge, on a paflage in the fecond Defence on his con- 
folations on his blindnefs which had been made a reproach to him. 

* The firfl Defence is the greateft work among them, becaufe it is 
uniformly great, and fuch as is befitting the very thought of a great 
nature, fpcaks for itfelf. But the fecond Defence, which is but a facri- 
fice of fplendid epifodes, flightly tied together has one paflage, &c. 
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add Milton's commemoration of other names^ not lefs 
celebrated in the hiftory of that eventful time. * Firft you, 
Fleetwoodj whom I have known to have been always the 
iame in the humanity, gentlenefs, and benignity of your 
difpofition^ from the time you firft entered on the profef- 
fion of a foldier, to your obtainment of thofe military ho- 
nours^ the next only to the firft, and whom the enemy has 
found of dauntlefs valour, but the mildeft of conquerors ; 
and you^ Lamberty who, when a young man, at the head 
of a mere handfid of men, checked the progrefs of the 
Duke of Hamilton, attended with the power and ftrength 
of the Scottifh youth, and kept him at check ; you, Def- 
borrow^ and you, Whalley^ whom, whenever I heard or 
read of the fierceft battles of this war, I always expedted 
and found among the thickeft of the enemy ; you. Over- 
tmy who have been connefted with me for thefe many 
years, in a more than brotherly union, by fimilitude of 
ftudies, and by the fweetnefs of your manners. In that 
memorable battle of Marfton Moor, when our left wing 
was routed, the chief officers looking back in their flight 
beheld you keeping your ground with your infantry, and 
repelling the attacks of the enemy amid heaps of flain on 
both fides; and afterwards in the war in Scotland, no 
fooner were the ftiores of Fife occupied, under the auf- 
pices of Cromwell, with your troops, and the way opened 
beyond Stirling, than both the weftern and the northern 
Scots acknowledged you for the humaneft of enemies, and 
the fartheft Orcades for their civilizing conqueror. I will 
yet add fome, whom, as diftinguifhed for the robe and 
arts of peace, you have nominated as your counfellors, and 
who are known to me either by friendfhip or reputation. 
Whitlocke, Pickering, Strickland, Sydenham, and Syd- 
ney* (an illuftrious name which I rejoice has fteadily ad- 



3« 



Sydncio Sacrum. 
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hered to our fide), Montague, Lawrence, both men of the 
firft capacity, and polifhed by liberal ftudies, befides num- 
berlefs other citizens, diftinguifhed for their rare merits^ 
fome for their former fenatorial exertions, others for their 
military fervices/ A (plendid eulogy rewarded the virgin 
Queen of the north, the daughter of Adolphus, for the 
praife fhe was reported to have given to Milton's defence^ 
and the magnanimity which led her to read and even to 
applaud what feemed written againft her own right and* 
dignity.^ 

Fluftied with his vidtory,*® and proud of the great re- 
putation which he had acquired, Milton opened his (econd 
defence with a triumphant anticipation of the ientence 
that would be pafled on it : * He now,' he fays, * feels 
himfelf not in the forum, or on the roftrum, furrounded by a 
fingle people only, whether Roman or Athenian, but as it 
were by liftening Europe, confiding and paffing judgment. 
He addreffes himfelf to all fittings and afl*emblies, where- 
ever are to be found men of the higheft authority, where- 
ever there are cities and nations. He imagines himfelf 
fet out on his travels, that he beholds from on high tradts 
beyond the feas, and wide extended regions, that he be- 
holds countenances ftrange and numberlefs, and all in 
feelings of mind, his clofeft friends and neighbours. 



* I would wifh to remove the impreilion, if fuch exifts, that Salnu- 
fius entered into this controverfy as an advocate of the reg^ rights, from 
inter eft ed motives, without a conviftion of the juftice of his caufe. The 
death, if not the dethronement of Charles, excited great horror and in- 
dignation in other nations; with what feelings Salmaiius came to his 
taflc, may be judged by^the language which N. HeinHus ufes on this 
fubjed, fee his Poemata, Eieg, Lib. ii. 4. p. 43. iii. 1. p. 64. 8. p. 79, 
X. p. 82. Syh, Lib. iii. p. 192. * Antiphatd dignus Rege Britannus 
erat.^ 

^ See Arguments taken from Milton and the writers on James and 
William III, in Fabricii Centuria Plagiorum^ p. 56. 4to. 



LIFE OF MILTON. Ixxxi 

Wherever there are natures free, ingenuous, magnani- 
mous, cither they are prudently concealed or openly pro- 
fefled. Some favour in filence, others give their fufFrages 
in public. Some haften to receive me with fhouts of ap- 
plaule, others, in fine, vanquifhed by truth, furrender 
themfelves captive. Encompafled by fuch countlefs mul- 
titudes, it (eems to me, that from the columns of Hercules, 
to the fartheft borders of India, that, throughout this vaft 
exponie, I am bringing back, bringing home to every na- 
tion liberty, fo long driven out, fo long an exile ; and, as 
is recorded of Triptolemus of old, that I am importing 
fruits for the nations from my own city, but of a far no- 
bler kind than thofe fruits of Ceres. That I am (pread- 
ing abroad among the cities, the kingdoms, and nations, 
the reftored culture of civility and freedom of life.' 

He had been reproached by his adverfaries with his 
blindnefs ; and his anfwer to the charge can be read by no 
one without high admiration of the magnanimity of his 
mind, and the ftrength of his piety. To be blind, he fays, 
is not miferable, but not to be able to bear blindnefs, that 
is miferable indeed. He calls God to witnefs, the fearcher 
of the inmoft fpirit, and of every thought, that he is un- 
confcious of any thing, (though he has vifited all the re- 
cedes of his heart) of any crime, the heinoufiiefs of which 
could have juftly called down this calamity upon him 
above others. That he has written nothing which he was 
not perfuaded at the time, and is ftill perfuaded, was right 
and true and pleafing to God. And this, without being 
moved by ambition, by lucre, or by glory, but folely by 
a fenfe of duty, of grace, and of devotion to his country. 
Then let the flanderers (he fays) of the judgments of 
God ceafe their revilings. Let them defift from their 
dreamy forgeries concerning me. Let them know that I 
neither repine at, nor repent me of my lot : that I remain 
fixed, immoveable in my opinion : that I neither believe, 
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nor have found that God is angry : nay, that in things of 
the greateft moment, I have experienced, and acknow- 
ledge his mercy, and his paternal goodnefe towards me. 
That above all, in regard of this calamity, I acquiefce in 
his divine will, for it is he himfelf who comforts and up- 
holds my fpirit, being ever more mindful of what he fhall 
beftow upon me, than of what he ftiall deny me. Befides 
how many things are there which I ftiould choofe not to 
fee ? How many which I might be imwilling to fee ; and 
how few remaining things are there which I fhould defire 
to fee. Neither am I concerned at being clafled, though 
you think this a miferable thing, with the blind, with the 
afflidted, with the miferable, with the weak. Since there 
is a hope that, on this account, I have a nearer claim to 
the mercy and protection of the fovereign father. There 
is a way, and the Apoftle is my authority, through weak- 
nefs to the greateft ftrength. May I be one of the weak- 
eft, provided only in my weaknefs, that immortal and 
better vigour be put forth with greater efFedt : provided 
only in my darknefs the light of the divine countenance 
does but more brightly ftiine; for then I ftiall at once 
be the weakeft and moft mighty ; ftiall be at once blind, 
and of the moft piercing fight. Thus, through this in- 
firmity ftiould I be confummated, perfefted. Thus, 
through this darknefs ftiould I be enrobed with light. 
And, in truth, we who are blind, are not the laft regarded 
by the providence of God ; who, as we are incapable to 
difcern any thing but himfelf, beholds us with the greater 
clemency and benignity. Woe be to him who injures us; 
he deferves to be devoted to the public curfe. The divine 
law, the divine favour has made us not merely fecure, 
but, as it were, facred from the injuries of men; nor 
would have feemed to have brought the darknefs upon 
us, fo much by inducing a dimnefs of the eyes, as by the 
overftiadowing of heavenly wings. Befides, as I am not 
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grown torpid by indolence, fince my eyes have deferted 
mc, but am ftill adtive, ftill ready to advance among 
the foremoft to the moft arduous ftruggles for liberty ; 
I am not therefore deferted by men even of the firft 
rank in the ftate. Thus, while I can derive confolation 
in my blindnefs both from God and man, let no one 
be troubled that I have loft my eyes in an honourable 
caufe : and far be it from me to be troubled at it ; far 
be it from me to poflefe fo little fpirit as not to be able 
without difficulty to defpife the revilers of my blindnefs, 
or fo little placability as not to be able with ftill lefe 
difficulty to forgive them/ The treatife, after a fuccef- 
fion of paflages of great eloquence and animation, ends 
with an eameft and folemn addrefs to the people of Eng- 
land to prove themfelves worthy of the victory they have 
gained, and the pofition they have fecured. He warns 
them to derive their liberty not from arms, but from 
piety, juftice, temperance ; in fine, from real virtue, not 
to make war alone their virtue, or higheft glory, or to 
negledt the arts of peace. To banifti avarice, ambition, 
luxury, and all excefs from their thoughts ; fuch is the 
warfere of peace. Viftories hard, it is true, but blamelefs, 
more glorious far than the warlike or the bloody. * As 
for myfelf,' he fays (fpeaking with fomething of a pro- 
phetic forrow), * to whatever ftate things may return, I 
have performed, and certainly with good will, I hope not 
in vain, the fervice which I thought would be of moft ufe 
to the commonwealth. It is not before our doors alone 
that I have borne my arms in defence of liberty. I have 
wielded them in a field fo wide that the juftice and reafon 
of thofe which are no vulgar deeds, ftiall be explained 
and vindicated alike to foreign natures and our own coun- 
trymen. If after achievements fo magnanimous, ye 
bafely fall from your duty, if ye are guilty of any thing 
unworthy of you, be affured, pofterity will fpeak, and 
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thus pronounce its judgment. The foundation was ftrong- 
ly laid. The beginning, nay, more than the beginning, 
was excellent, but it will be inquired, not without a dif- 
turbed emotion, who raifed the fuperftrufture, who com- 
pleted the fabric ? To undertakings (b grand, to virtues 
fo noble, it will be a fubjed of grief that perfeverance 
was wanting. It will be feen that the harveft of glory 
was abundant ; but that men were not to be found for the 
work. Yet that there was not wanting one who could 
give good counfel, who could exhort, encourage: who 
could adorn and celebrate in immortal praiies the tran- 
fcendent deeds, and thofe who performed them.' Another 
piece in which he defends himfelf perfonally againft More, 
and repeats his accufations, is all which is neceflary t6 
notice, p. 459.*^ 

That the once celebrated controverfy with Salmafius 
has ceafed to be of public intereft, may be inferred, fix>m 
its feldom or ever being alluded to in thofe works which 
profefledly difcufs the great conftitutional queftions of 
that time. Hobbes faid of thefe treatifes, "They are 
very good Latine both, and hardly to be judged which is 
better; and both very ill reafoning, and hardly to be 
judged which is worft. Like the declamations, pro and 
coffy for exercife only, in a rhetorical fchool by one and 
the fame man : fo like is a Prefbyterian to an Indepen- 
dent." In fadt, each champion placed himfelf on the ex- 
treme limits or edge of the pofition he maintained ; Sal- 
mafius maintained the indefeafible right, the unlimited 
power, and the irrefjponfible nature of the kingly office. 



** In noticing Milton's miflake in the ufe of the word ' Vapulandus,' 
Johnfon has obfcrvcd that Kcr, and /ome one before him had remarked 
it. This perfon was VavafTor. de Epig. cxxii. p. 154. See Creni 
Animad. Pbilolog, izmo, p. 77. 'Illud minim pariter et feflivam quod 
is quo loco ct qui bus plane verbis attribuit Salmafio folaecifmos, iifdem 
ipfe folsecifmum, aut Tolsfcifmo ilagitium non minus'admittat.' 
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More than half of his bulky and laborious treatife is taken 
up with the difcuflion of the abftradi: queflion of the jus 
divinum of kings ; and it is only in the eighth chapter 
that he coniiders his ground fufficiently prepared for ap- 
plying his arguments to the Englifh Monarchy. If we 
look at this treatife of the Leyden Profeflbr with the phi- 
losophical fpirit of modern hiftory, it can only be confi- 
dered as a little more diftinguifhed by the celebrity of its 
author and his antagonift^ and by the greatnefs of the 
occafion that called it forth, than others written on party 
queftions in thofe days, and which attempted to fettle the 
complicated queftions of law and prerogative in modern 
times, on the paradoxes of ancient philofophers, on the 
Jewiih theocracy, on the apoftolical commands, on the 
opinions of the fathers, on the authorities of councils, and 
all the learned and obfolete lumber of pedantic acquir&^ 
ment But it would not be fair to expedt that Salmafius 
(hould have anticipated the knowledge which it took ano- 
ther century to mature. Treatifes on the fame fubjecft, 
and in the fame language as that which he ufed, had ap- 
peared before his time ; and the Vindiciae contra Tyran- 
nos of Languet, and the work De jure Regni apud Scotos 
of Buchanan,^^ are in the fame ftyle of argument, though 
advocating principles the oppofite to his; and fubfe- 
quently the reafonings of Salmafius were again revived in 
die elaborate difquifitions of Filmer and Mackenzie. 
The Philofopher of Malmfbury alone purfued another 
fyftem ; and, putting afide the afliftance of obfolete au- 
thority, which he might confider as ufelefs when op- 
poied to the unalienable rights of juftice and liberty; 
he laid down certain general principles for the focial co- 



** Bachanan, fays Gibbon, is the carlieft, or at Icafl the moft cele- 
brated of the Reformers who has juftified the theory of Refiftance. See 
Rom, Hift. vol. ii. 

g 
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venant, and prefented his model of government for the 
imitation of flatefmen^ and the inilruAion of the people. 
Confider however in re{peft of the time in which it was 
written, and the circumftances, and that it came from the 
pen of a foreigner, and one whofe life had been chiefly 
devoted to the ftudy of antiquity and the correAion and 
explanation of the texts of the Greek and Latin writers ; 
it will be a proof, if fuch is wanting, that the fame which 
Salmafius had acquired beyond that of every other icho- 
lar of his time for his extenfive erudition was juftly be- 
(lowed, and that he poflefTed other knowledge befides 
that which is to be found amid the gloffaries and gnim- 
marians of ancient tongues. That it was not fo popular 
as the anfwer of Milton, in the reformed countries as well 
as England, in the United States, in Zurich, or at Geneva, 
we may readily believe ; in thefe countries the literature 
of Europe was chiefly to be found, and they were the 
head-quarters of republican dodhines. The reception of 
the rival volumes however in foreign nations was pretty 
equally balanced by the contending parties. Salmaflus's 
treatife was fupprefled at Amfterdam, and Milton*s was 
burnt by the common hangman at Paris and Touloufe. 
It excites a fmile at the prefent day to read fuch reflec- 
tions as the following, where the wit and the confidence 
are alike confpicuous : " Un Anglais nomme Jean Milton 
a repondu a M. de Saumaife ; je penfe que M. de Sau- 
msKc lui reponJra /" (Vide L'Efprit de G. Patin. p. 171.) 
But the learning and ability with which this treatife is 
compofed, muft ftiield it from contempt, though they can 
no longer fave it from negledt. If now extindt, as to all 
public curiofity, and opened only occafionally by the 
Critic or the Biographer, yet it can boaft that no common 
attention had been paid to its authority ; and that its im- 
portance is declared in the commendation of one party, 
as in the cenfure of another ; its doArines were oppofed 
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by the greateft Poet of one age, and they have been fup- 
ported and fandtioned by the greateft Statefman of ano- 
ther. Salmafius^ might be equally proud of the de- 
clared hoftility of Milton^ and the filent adnuration of 
Burke. 

It muft not however be unnoticed, that the enemies of 
Salmafius not only objedted to' the whole force and tenor 
of his arguments, but, further, accufed him of plagiarifm ; 
and they afTerted that the reafoning which defended the 
divine right of kings, was borrowed from the great work 
De Jure Belli et Pacis of his contemporary and rival in 
literary fame, Hugo Grotius : a work which that great 
writer commenced, when emerging from the gloom of a 
cruel and unjuft captivity, which he carried on amid the 
privations of an imfettled life and uncertain fortune, and 
which at length led him to the (plendours of an honour- 
able and illuftrious embafly. Yet (bmething more than 
a juft confidence in his own talents and exteniive refburces, 
would have kept Salmafius from being indebted to a con- 
temporary, from whom he was alienated during his life^ 
and whofe reputation after death he attacked with an unre- 
lenting and unprovoked hoftility. 

It has been faid that Salmafius loft the favour of Chrif^ 
tina, at whofe court he was refiding, when Milton's an- 
fwer appeared; and that his death was caufed by the 
bittemefs of his fuppofed defeat by an antagonift previoufly 



^ The learned Gataker confidered Salmafius worthy of the appella- 
tion beftowed on Pic. Mirandula, — ** the Miracle of the Age he lived 
in." Sec his anfwer to U/U, p. 85. Sarrave calls him the Cory- 
phaeus of (acred and profane literature, and Grotius honoured him with 
the title. Super Envinentiflime. Tlie ^natical Republicans who hated 
his arguments, and the jealoufy of fcholars who envied his erudition, 
attempted to pull down the noble ftatue from the pedefhd on which it 
had fo long flood— but in vain ; it (Ull rofe in its majefUc proportion 
and colofTal fize. 
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unlcnowQ. The tnith of either of thefe aflertions, too 
haftily afTumed by the biographers of Milcon» is more 
than queftionable. It is not at all improbable that the 
capricious Queen of the North may have vexed this old 
fcholar with commendations of his enemy,** and that ihe 
may have joined in the voice of general praife ; but Sai- 
maltus left the Court of Stockholm, not from the frowns 
of the Queen, but driven away by the fcverity of that 



•• Salmalius dcfcribes himfelf as fupported in hi» work by the confd- 
ouTnefg of inCegriiy and the intrepidity of truth. Deom teftabor mc 
banc caufam tuendam fnfcepifTe non ctntum rogitus, fed quia melioKin 
fit jullior«m nulhun ea me potuilTc delcndcre confcieDtia mea mihi fugr 
geflit, ratio et Veritas docuit, refquc ipfa diflavit, &c. It does not ap- 
pear exa^y wlien the " ftrft bold man dared to talk of bringing the 
King to juftice;" but fuch language was heard in 164.6 and 1647. 
Berkeley afferts that the refoluiion was taken at Windfor in a Canncil 
of officers, foon after the King's confinement at Cariibrooke. See Mir- 
/ere/j Trafls, i. 383, and HaUam'i Conft. Hifttry, ii. 302. Mr. Bowlea 
confidcrs that Milton was the firft who cried out for natiiinal juftut, in 
his Exordium of Dcfenfio Populi; that Cromwell feized the idea, and 
that the King was hurried to judgment. He ingenioufly finds a eorro 
boration of this opinion in the iinittB of Milton, in his laft addrefs to the 
people, when it was determined by the whole voice of the Nation to 
execute the exiled King. The motto as appears in Milton's works 

Et nos 

Confilium dedimus Scyllx. 
See BvnUi's Life of Ken, vol. L pp. 87, i;6, &c. and his Laft Dtjt 
»f ChilUngtBQrih, p. 1 2. I find a note in my copy of Milton, that Sir 
Thomas Phillipps prcfcnted the Royal Society of Literature with ex- 
tTa£b from MS. Leltin ef Milttn tt Cramteetl, purporting to be the 
Iketch of a republic, which he had devifed as a model of pcrfeflion. 
Has this letter been publilhed i Is it generally known that the State Let- 
ten of Milton were not only tranflated by J. Philips, but by fome other 
writer, and printed abroad, with curioui interpalathni f The ori^oal 
Latin was publilhed 1676. The Anon. Tranflatton, 1681, 410. and 
Philips's in 1694. Refer particularly to p. 88 of the 4to. and p. S36 
of Philips. In Teiid's life »f Millen, p. 1 80, it is faid that the LmHb 
letter» were given net atturalely. 
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iron climate. There, at the fame Court, Defcartcs died 
from the effefts of a Northern winter. Naudaeusj ano- 
ther eminent fcholar who had been fummoned there by 
the fame authority, was obliged for the fame caufe to 
retire to the South. Grotius, then refident in Sweden, 
mentions, *' ilia Mundi pars quam fibi frigidus feptentrio 
fepofuit," — "il ne pourroit pas foufirir Pair froid de Suede. 
L'Air de Stokolm lui etoit contraire." The biographer 
of Salmafius aflerts that, unable to bear the climate, " he 
was always in bed with a fire in his room." Hence the 
joke of Philips, " In Suecorum aula jam diu friget^' 
We have before us a volume of Latin poetry by that 
unfortimate and inconfiderate writer, who too raftily lent 
his name to proted the charafter of another— Poemata 
Alexandri Mori, 1669, 4to. in which is an epitaph on 
Salmafius (p. 122), and the lafl couplet of which fets 
at refl the fubjed of Chriflina's treatment of him — 

Poflquam Chriftina colitur — nihil addo — quid ultra 
Pertulit ad laades illa^ vel ilU fuas ? 

In this volume is no allufion to the controverfy with Mil- 
ton, except as jufl mentioned in the lines on Salmafius, 
p. 123. As regards his death, it did not take place till 
three years after this time, and after his Anfwer to Mil- 
ton had been nearly completed. Salmafius was advanced 
in years, was of a very weak conflitution, was worn out 
with a life of hard fludy, enfeebled by gout, probably 
injured by his refidence and by the fnows of Stockholm ; 
he went to Spa for its medicinal waters, and there this 
" Monfler of Erudition " died. Chriflina's high regard 
of him, is fhown beyond all difpute, in the afFeftionate 
and zealous letter which fhe fent to the widow, in which 
(he repeats, that fhe had all the fentiments of love to 
him, as to a father; and was deeply interefled in the 
glory of his reputation : fhe falls foul of the widow for 
burning his manufcripts. The biographers of Milton 
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might have profitably fpent a few hours on the volume 
of Sarravius.** While it is confeiled that Milton's lan- 
guage, in this &nous treatife, defcended into the indecent 
groflhe& of perfonal abule, it yet may be laid that fuch was 
the tone Mid temper, not only of the controveriial writers, 
but even the fcholars of the day ; that he had not ex- 
ceeded the fcurrilous and violent declarations of the iima- 
tical preachers and the angry bark of their feditious pul- 
pits. South fays — ** It was the ptdpit that fupplied t^e 
field with fword£nen and the Parliament Houfe with in- 
cendiaries." Probably it was expeAed of him, as the 
public champion of the great and holy caule, that his 
tone fliould ibe uncompromifing and decifive ; that he 
ihould blow aloud the blaft of defiance and contempt tx> 
-the enemies of Sion ; while the fevere and larcaftic lan- 
gu^;e which his opponent had applied to the leaders of 
the ^natical party, and to their motives and prindples, 
had goaded him into perfonal recrimination, " Had the 
heart of Milton," fays Mr. D'lfi^eli, " beat as coldly on 
the death of Charles as Ludlow's, his democratic jeelings 
might be relpcAed. But that this great tragic genius 
having wttne/Ied this folemn icene of Majefty in its laft 
affli Aton, ihould have ridiculed and calumniated and belied 
it, as the meaneft of the mob, — who would credit this, 
had it been a fecret anecdote hitherto concealed from the 
public eye ? Milton, in his celebrated Defence of the 

** In his AnTwer written at Spa, after his return from Sweden, Sal- 
mafiiu fpeaks of Chiiftina with praife : — " iaciliores sditus habet et mol- 
liora fimdi tempora," tec. p. 215. When (he reUnquifhed her crown 
and retired to Rome, Ihe was equally the pitronefs of the Italian Icho- 
larj. " Chriftinx Re^nx nihil magis hetabile in orbitate regui videri 
folebat, quam celebrari a magni nominis poetii. Prtcter neteraa enim 
^t^ctvn) ct erat et lubebatur." See Faironit Vila Filicai^, vol, viL 
p. 296, and elfewhere; and Tin Anti-BailUt tf Menage, T, i. cap. 
iii. p. 1 5 , on the fubjefl of Salmaflus'9 learning, hii reputation, ChriT- 
tino'f admiration of them— the calumny of her negleA, and hit deadi. 
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People, treats Charles the Firft as a mere aSlor ftriving — 
Veluti poet^e, aut hiftrionis deterrimi plaufum in ipfo 
exido ambidofiflime captare. In the kingly calmneis of 
Charles's death he fees but a players exit^ a paltry mime's 
ambition to be clapped on retiring from the ftage — the 
artificial decency of a theatrical Caefar's fall ! " It muft, 
however, be recoUedted that he was goaded to place this 
theatrical maik on the face of Charles, by Salmafius hav- 
ing brought prominentiy forward the patriotic feelings 
which were declared from the fcafFold by the dying mo- 
narch, and having reproached the enemies of Charles with 
the generous forgivenefs of his nature, and his inextin- 
guifhable love of the people who had condemned him to 
a traitor's death. It was reprefented as the forgivenefs 
from the Crofs. It was impoffible that Milton could let 
this pafs unnoticed or unrebuked ; if he could not deny 
the words, which was out of his power, he could only 
pve them an ignominious interpretation and throw the 
ridiculous over the fublime. Milton knew the fenti- 
ments of thofe who employed him in his tafk ; and he 
was prepared to fatisfy them, perhaps he fully fhared in 
them. The words of Salmafius are, " Quantum magis 
non honore (titulo Parentis Patriae) et elogio dignus Ca-^ 
rolus qui populi ingrati tantum amorem et tale fludium, 
non folum tota vitz—fed etiam in ip/a morte teftatus eft .?" 
To have left this unexplained, would have been to de- 
prive the wafp of every thing — but his fling. Mr. D'lf- 
raeli confiders the flem Republicanifm and the perjonal 
hatred of Charles, which fo flrongly charadlerized Mil- 
ton, to have been early imbibed from his firft tutor 
Young — " the Puritan in EfTex who cut his hair fhort" 
— as well as from his fecond, Alexander Gill, who was 
alfo his beloved friend and a fiery Revolutionifl ; whofe 
language was in ** the vulgar tone of the lowefl Demo- 
cracy," Milton's conflant objedions to Salmafius, inde- 
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pendent of mere verbal abufe, were that he was only a 
grammarian and word catcher — grammadcum hominem; 
that he was a ftranger, and had no right to intermeddle 
with our national difputes, and that he was expofed to 
the juft charge of inconfiftency, in now upholding that 
hierarchy, againfl which, as well as the papal power, he 
had fo lately declared his deliberate opinion in a large 
and elaborate treatife. Milton attributes the private vex- 
ations and public difgrace and defeat, as he calls it, of 
Salmafius, to his having deferted his old opinions for dbe 
fake of gain. We muft place againft this the {blenm 
appeal of Salmafius, at the end of his Defence — *' Deum 
teftabor me hanc caufam fufcepifle non tantum quia roga- 
tuSy fed quia meliorem et juftiorem nuUam ea me potuifle 
defendere confcientia mea mihi fuggeflit ; ratio et Veritas 
docuit, refque ipfa didtavit," &c. We may add, as a 
conclufion on this fubjedt, that a peribn named Jeanes, or 
Janes, publifhed an anfwer to Milton's Iconoclaftes, under 
a title which we now cannot remember ; but that in the 
year of the Reftoration, 1660, this fame book was brought 
out again under the title of ^^ Salmafius his deteAion of 
the diabolical Rebell Milton," intending to pafs it off as 
a Tranflation of Salmafius' ^ Pofthumous Work — ** ad 
Joannem Miltonum Refponfio ;" — it is in fad the fame 
book and the fame edition as that brought out by Janes, 
with the exception of the title, and a. leaf of addrefs to 
the reader. We fliall here infert what Salmafius fays in 



^ In this treatife, Salmafius alludes more than once to fome Dutch- 
men who had written again il him, and whom he treats with contempt» 
" qui totam aetatem contriverunt in Claudiano et Ovidio evolvendo» et 
nihil praeterea bonorum Audtorum legerunt." This perfbn (though 
unnamed) was Daniel Heinfius. See pp. 26« 53. The ibange name 
at p. 28« '^ Hugo Poni/' is meant for Hugh Peters. 

This pofthumous Treatife of Salmafius is fcarce» and (eldom ibmid 
with the others. Dr. Symmons» in his Life of Milton» fayt he 
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his unfinifhed Anfwer relating to the errors in Milton's 
Latin Poetry : 

** Sed quis ille Miltonus ? Unde domo ? Quis enim 
audivit hominem, ante hanc fuam defenfionem pro P. 
Anglicano. Earn et multi negant ilium auftorem debere 
agnofcere, nifi folo titulo. Confcriptam enim efle a Ludi 
magiftro quodam Gallo de trivio, qui Londini Pueros 
nihil fapere docet. Nam Miltonum ipfum qui penitus 
noverunt Latine fcire, aut fcribere poffe, ferio negant. 
Ego aliter ientio. Nam fi Poeta eft Miltonus, et non 
humilis quidem fpiritus, cur non etiam orator effe queat 
diiertus ? At de Poeticse Muftaceo laureolam (ibi quae- 
fiflc, poemata ejus arguunt, in quibus Patrem fuum Je 
pietam genuifle gloriatur. Non meliorem tamen Poetam 
efle, quam civem inde apparet, quod ut malus civis, con- 
tra leges Patriae peccat, p6rduelles ejus defendendo, ita et 
peffimus Poeta /septus leges Metricas violaty breves pro 
hmgis, et longas pro brevibus ponendo. Sic ultimam in 
qudtanis corfipit, primam in paruijfet^ etiam primam in 
SeimfraSlay et in nomine OpiSy fecundam in Jacobus. 
Alia multa paflim in iis committit, quae et Grammaticam 
et Latinitatem laedunt. Belgia illi eft pro Belgio. Sic 
Gallium poflet dicere pro GzWmy /urdere ad preces. Aves 
augures appellat, cur non etiam aucupes aves dicentur; 
ftellifarum Coelum appellat, qui ftellas fcilicet pariat. 
Alia infinita funt, quae omitto, ut verfus abnormes, qualis 
ifte eft, — * Et callebat avium linguas ' — Tametfi aetatem 



iaw it ; it is called Apologia contra Miltonum pro Defenfione Regia ; 
it was written at Spa ; without the affiflance of his library. Can it be 
believed that in Chaudon's Di6l. Biographiquc, the writer of the Life 
of Saumaife (hould have the audacious impudence to aflert that the De- 
fenfio Regia begins in thefc words — " Anglais qui vous renvoycz Ics 
tetes des rois comme des balles de paume, qui jouez a la boule avec les 
GoaronneSy et qui vous fervez des fceptres comme de marottes»" &c. 
Hat this paiTed into the laft edition of the Biog. Univerfelle? 



/ 
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illis, qua fcripta funt, non appofuiflet^ facile tamen per- 
fpicere poteramus pueri efle poemata. Sed Puerilia errata 
praeftare debet jam Vir, cum et paucos abhinc annos re- 
cudi Londini curaverit/* 

Salmafius could difcover the errors in Milton's Latin 
Poetry, but the general elegance of the language, and 
the claflical beauty of the images and expreffions entirely 
efcaped him. The old Grammarian hugged himfelf with 
joy at the delivery of his clumfy joke, which occurs juft 
after, when he exhorts Milton to infcribe on the work — 
**Joannis Afini, alias Multoms, nam Multo vervex eft 
etiam Anglis." 

Milton was now removed by an order of council from 
his lodgings at Whitehall, ^^ and took a garden houie in 
Petty France,^ in Weftminfter, opening into St. James's 
Park : in this houfe he continued till within a few weeks 
of the Reftoration. In 1651 he was fufFering under the 
approach of total blindnefs. He had loft the entire ufe 
of one eye :*^ and his nephew, Edward Philips, was fup- 
pofed to have greatly aflifted him in the affairs of fccre- 
tary. In 1652 his fight was^ totally gone.** His ene- 

*^ Prcvioufly to his going to live in Scotland Yard, Whitehall, Milton 
lodged at one Thomfon's, next door to the Bull Head Tavern, Charing 
Crofs. See Birch's LifCy p. xxxviii. In Scotland Yard his infant Ton 
died, 

*• Or York Street, a ''pretty garden Houfe, next to Lord Scuda- 
more's, opening into the Park." — See on this Houie Gentleman' s Mag, 
Aug. 1849, p. 164, in a review o^ Walco^s Weftminfter and Cunning" 
barn's Lovelace* 

«» Whether the difeafe was " Gutta Serena," or " Cataraa," fee T, 
ilf. Good's Study of Medicine, vol. iv. p. 233 ; in Paradife Loft, b. iii. 
v. 2 1 , the two difeafes are confounded by Milton. Suffufio is the Latin 
term for cataradt. 

^ His eyefight was decaying about twenty years before his death. 
Hb father read without fpedlacles till eighty-four. His mother had 
very weak eyes, and ufed fpedlacles prefently after (he was thirty years 
old. Aubrey Lett, iii. p. 449. He loft the ufe of his left eye in 1651 ; 
and it is fuppofed, of the other, in 1654. See Todd's Life (ift cd.). 



LIFE OF MILTON. xcv 

mieSy as we have feen, confidered his blindnefs as a judg- 
ment for writing againft the king ; and one of the pre- 
bendaries of Exeter reproached him, even from the pulpit, 
with the fevere visitation. But he himfelf more truly 
accounted for the affiiAion by the wearifbme labours and 
ftudious watchings wherein he fpent, and almoft tired out, 
a whole youth. His letter to his Athenian friend, Leo- 
nard Phileras, gives an account of the gradual approach 
rf the difeafe ; Philips fays that Milton was always tam- 
pering with phyfic : to which he attributes the lofs of his 
fight, as well as to his continual (ludies, and the head- 
aches to which he had been fubjeft from his youth. 

It is fuppofed that in 1653 Milton loft his firft wife, 
who died in childbed, leaving him three daughters. He 
remained a widower for three years, when he was again 
united in marriage to a daughter of Captain Woodcock 
of Hackney.'* She alfo died within a year after her mar- 
riage, in the fame manner ; and in one of his fbnnets he 
has paid an afFeftionate tribute to her memory." Soon 
after this event, he retired from his office of fecretary^ 
on an allowance for life, of one hundred and fifty pounds 
a year. His name does not again occur in the books of 
the council of ftate ; his friend** Andrew Marvell had 
been aflbciated with him. 

p. 85, but the period of the complete afflidUon is not known with ex- 
afhiefs. 

•* Sec Certificate of Milton's Second Marriage at St. Mary's Alder- 
manbury, in Gent. Mag. June 1820, p. 597, vol. xiii. 

*■ Mrs. Catharine Milton, wife to John Milton, Efq. buried Feb. 10, 
1657, in the church of St. Margaret's, Weftminfter. Sec Malcolm's 

London. 

•» But fee Mr. Todd*s Life (ed. 2.), p. 158, who fays fome official 
documents were written by him after 1655. The laft payment of his 
(alary was 061. 22, 1659, when he was fequeftered from the office. 

•* " His familiar learned acquaintance were A. Marvell, Lawrence, 
Necdham, Hartlib, Mr. C. Skinner, Dr. Paget, M. D. Mr. Skinner 
was his difciple. Sec Life of Harrington, p. xxv. on Skinner. — His 
widow aflures me that Mr. Hobbes was not one of his acquaintance. 
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As we are now arrived at the clofe of Milton's public 
life, it may be as well for a moment to look back, and 
recoiled: the fyftem upon which he aflerts his political 
career to have been condufted, and the end to ^ich Ms 
writings were diredted. He fays, when the outcry agunft 
the bifhops commenced, and the model of our reformed 
church was to its difadvantage compared to others^ he 
faw that a way was opening for the eftablifhment of real 
liberty. That he perceived there were three fpecies of 
liberty eflential to the happinefs of fbcial life — reiigioiis, 
domeftic, and civih To promote the firft, he wrote his 
Treatife on Reformation, &c. ; and as he faw that the 
magiftrates were acftive in obtsuning the third, he tfier^ 
fore turned his attention to the fecond, or domeftic. Thiaf 
included three material queftions, firft, the condu& of the 
conjugal tie; fecondly, the education of children ; andj 
thirdly, the free publication of the thoughts. Thefb 
queftions were feverally confidered by him in his Treah 
tife on Divorce, his Traftate on Education, and his Areo« 
pagitica, or Liberty of unlicenfed printing. Widi regard 
to civil affairs, he left them in the hands of the magiA 
trates, till it became neceflary to vindicate the right of 
lawfully dethroning,^ or deftroying tyrants (without any 
immediate or perfonal application to Charles), againft the 
doftrine of the preft)yterian minifters. Such were the 
fruits of his private ftudies, which he had gratuitoufly 
prefented to church and ftate, and for which he was re- 
compenfed by nothing but impunity. Though the ac- 
tions themfelves (he fays) procured me peace of confci- 

That her hufband did not like him at all ; but he would acknowledge 
him to be a man of great parts, and a learned man. Aubrey Lett* iii. 
444« He had no intimacy with Cromwell» nor with thoie in power. 
He tells Heimbach that he cannot ferve him, '' Propter pauciffimos fiuni- 
liaritates meas cum gratiotis." £/. Fam. Dec. 189 1657. 
** See Bowleses Life of Bijhop Ken^ vol. i. pp. 87 and 156. 
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cnce, and the ^probadon of the good ; while I exercifed 
diat freedom of difcuffion which I loved. 

DUencumbered of the duties of fecretary, difgufted 
widi the treachery of parties, and the failure of his fond- 
eft wxflies, Milton at length retreated from the changes 
Mnd turbulence of the times, and had now leifure to re- 
finne the great works which he had long deftined for his 
Ibture employment He commenced a hiftory of his na- 
tore country, a di6kionary of the Latin language,^ more 
copious and correft than that of Stephens ; he framed a 
body: of divinity out of the Bible ; and, laftly he Iketched 
the firft outlines of his immortal poem . For the fubjeft of 
his epic poem, fays Johnfon, after much deliberation, long 
choofing, and beginning late, he fixed upon Paradife Loft, 
a defign fo comprehenfive, that it could be juftified only 
byfuccefs. He had once meant to celebrate the exploits 
of Kj Arthur,^ as he has hinted in his Verfes, " but," fays 
Tolatid, " this particular fubjeA was referved for the 
celebrated pen of Sir Richard Blackmore." Amidft the 
proiecudon of thefe great and laborious defigns, he found 
time during the year 1659 for ^^^^ humbler occupations. 



" Thcfe coIle£Uons confilled of three large volumes in folio. They 
wefe mnch difcompofed and deficient, but were ufed by the editors of 
die Qtinb. Di£l. in 1693, 410. See the Pre/, to AinfwortFs Lat. The- 
fgmrus. It was faid that Philips was the lad pofTefTor of thefe collec- 
ckms. I have an extrad from a bookfeller's catalogue by me — Dic- 
tionary, Latin and Englifh, compiled from the works of Stephens, 
Cooper, Littelton, a large MS. in three volumes, of Mr. John Milton, 
15/. 4to. 

*• See Coleridge* s Table Talk^ vol. ii. p. 264. *' In my judgment 
fto epic poem mud either be rational or mundane. As to Arthur, you 
auux>t by any means make a poem on him natural to Englifhmen. What 
have we to do with him. Milton faw thb, and with a judgment at 
lead cqufld to his genius treats a mundane theme, — one common to all 
mankind. His Adam and Eve are all men and women inclufively, 
&c." 
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other women, would ride in your coach, for me, my aim 
is to live and die an honeft man ;** and thus m this his 
parting fcene in public life was exhibited a ftafaility of 
conduA, an independence of principle, and a ccmfiAency 
of aflertion, that no one can deny. ^ . t 

In 1 66 1 he publifhed his '^ Acddence comBEieiiced 
Grammar," and alfb Sir W. Raldgh's Aphorifiiis . of 
State, bending his great andoomprehenfive mindtatfae 
conftrudHon of thofe humbler works which he coniidered 
of advantage to education.^ He liVed for a fliorttimc 
in Holbom, near Red Lion Street, but fooa. removed.Co 
Jewin Street, by Alderfgate. In 1664^ the year previ- 
ous to the great (ickneis, he married his third w^ Eliza- 
beth Minfhull, of a genteel family in Chefhire^ a reiadait 
of his particular friend Dr. Paget.** Mr. Todd confiders 
it worthy of obfervation, that Milton chofir his three 
wives out of the virgin ftate; while Sheffiekl duke of 
Buckingham fele(%ed his three from that df widowhood: 
but what inference the learned biographer would draw 
from their refpeftive choices, is, from an entire ignoraace 
on thefe fubjeAs, to me unknown. Sheffield was proba* 
bly looking out for a fplendid jointure, and Milton ^feir a 
gentle, virtuous, and attached companion. 



i:. t 



^ Mr. W. S. Landor fays on removing the anomalies of our language 
" nothing caii be done without confulting Milton» his words excel in #r- 
tbography thofe of any other writer." See Gebir, p. 9. 

•* The poet's widow died at Nantwich, in Chefliire, in 1727, hav- 
ing furvived her hufband fifty-two years, her funeral (ermon, preached 
by the Rev. I. Kember, is publifhed. *' I remember/* fiiys Dr. New- 
ton, *' to have heard from a gentleman who had (een his widow in 
Chefhire, that (he had hair of this colour (golden trefles) it is more pro- 
bable that he intended a compliment to his wife in the drawing of Eve, 
as he drew the portrait of Adam not without regard to his own perlbn, 
of which he had no mean opinion.** v. P. L. iv. 305. The Aubrey 
MSS. fay, (he was a genteel perfon, a peaceful, and agreeable humour. 
V. Vol. ill. p. 442. Sec GougFs Camden (Chefliire) p. 436. 
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From fome caufe, of courfe too trifling to be known to 
us, probably from the numerous fludluations of his for- 
tune» Milton feems to have been extremely unfettled in 
ills choice of a refidence. Soon after his marriage he 
lodged with Millington, the famous book auctioneer, a 
man of remarkable elocution, wit, fenfe, and modefty. 
Richardfbn (ays, that Millington was accuftomed to lead 
his venerable inmate by the hand, when he walked the 
ftreets ; the peribn who acquainted Richardfon with this 
faft, had often met Milton abroad with his condudor and 
boft. He again removed to a (inall houfe in Artillery 
Walk, leading to Bunhill-fields, which. Philips fays, was 
hb laft ftage in this world, but it was of many years con- 
tmuance, more perhaps than he had had in any other 
place befides. 

Milton having now wholly loft his iight, he depended 
fin* his ftudies on the affiftance of others : and Dr. Paget 
recommended Elwood the Quaker, who would every 
afternoon read to him fbme Latin author. The plague 
had now begun to rage in London^ and his young friend, 
Elwood, found a fhelter for him at Chalfont^ in Buck- 
inghamfhire» '^ It was on a vifit at this place, that after 
ibme common difcouries, fays Elwood, had paiTed be- 
tween us, he called for a MS. of his, which, being brought, 
he delivered to me, bidding me take it home with me, 
and read it at my leifure : and when I had Co done, return 
it to him with my judgment thereupon. When I came 

^ See an engraving of his houfe in Danger's edition of Paradife Re- 
gained, and an account in Todd*s Life of Milton, p. 272, and in Mr. 
Jejfis Favonrite Haunts, p. 62. I faw it laft year, the Porch has been 
removed. Much of the interior remains as in Milton's time. It is in- 
habited by a tailor. Elwood calls it a pretty box. Milton b fuppofed 
to have reiided there from the fummer of 1665, to the March or April 
of the following year. It appears that the plague reached even Chalfbnt» 
as may be feen by the Re|^r in 1665. 

h 
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home, and fet myfelf to read it, I found that it was that 
excellent Poem, which he entitled Paradife Loft.'* From 
this account it appears that Paradife Loft was complete 
in 1665, and Aubrey reprefents it as finifhed about three 
years after the king's reftoration. Milton defcribes him- 
felf as long choofing and beginning kti thi fubj^A of Jiis 
Poem, and when that was fefe<fted> it was at ^fft Wrought 
into a dramatic form, like fome of the indent- my Aerkdj 
There were two plans of the tr^dy, bdth of wh^ art! 
preferred among the manufcripts In Trinity Oc^^^, 
Caimbridge; and which were prititcd, I believe, for di€ 
firft time in Dr. Birch's Narrative of the Poet's Life/! 
Such ^ere the early and imperfeft radunefttd'bf Pinuiift 
Loft ; the (lender materials which be* poffeflfed in dlb 
ftory, and the fplendid fuperftrufture which he roiidd 
upon it, may remind us of the paflage, in which hti ha^ 
thrown over the iimple language of the ancient prophets, 
a magnificent defcription of his own creation.'* Ifaiah 
had faid, " that Lucifer fate upon the mount of the con- 
gregation, on the fides of the north." The keyrnote was 
ftruck on the chords of the Hebrew lyre, and Milton in- 
ftantly built up a palace for the fallen angel, equal in 
brilliancy and fplendour to the caftles of Romance. He 
piled up its pinnacles from diamond quarries ; and hewed 
its towers out of rocks of gold. 

" At length into the limits of the north 
They came, and Satan to his royal feat. 
High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount 
RaiPd on a mount, widi pyramids and towers. 
From diamond quarries hewn, and rocks of gpld. 
The palace of great Lucifer, fo call 
That flrudture in the diale6l of men 

^ See p. xlviii. to p, Iv, for an account of the Plans of the Tragedies 
from the Scripture, as from the Britifh Hiftory and Saxon Chronicles, 
« See T. Warton's Milton, p. 238. 
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.y I A«fe6Ung;fU^^ty.w4.GQd^. , 

In imitafion of that mounti whereon 
Meffial^ was declared in fight of heaven, 
Tik alcnmtalti of the congregation cafl'd," &c. 

m 9 

• . . • /• . ' * ' l ^,\ ' • 

fiaWjfiijOBdl thf ipsirk th^t could kindle into a poetical 
ftuxie 19 fMUtoti'Sz/n^ind ! iiow quick the apprehendon 
th9^J^U^;tl;^,Aighteft faiiitl apd how, rich and, fertile 
the geMMS to improve what itpodefled I, Callimachus had 
(Hynni; Del» a 92) mentioned three Hyperborean x^xt^hs^ 
who ftmt irttits tp ApoUo- i^ Delos, The word " Hy- 
perborean .'f)']t¥^rufii<;ie&t4 inftantlf Milton converis 
tkemtiifi|t03ritiih rgoddeile^j, and clothes them in ^ PiAiih 
dieis/ii 3?^^ h^ ^aaentif^m^d !^^ Apollo w^ worfhipped 
in Brit(uny Milto^ on thofc hints joins them to the 
Dniida;;.:- ..•■;,,' ; 

'^f EDiie qtibtki fdlo cingimt altaria c«ntu 
, ' peIp»iQ.hcrl)o(a Grates de snorppuiQllap^ 

Cpmiiiibus la^tb mcmoraDt^Corlneida Loxo, 
Fati4icam^ue Upin, cum flsivicoma l^caerge, 
Nuda Gdedonio Variata^ peAora fuco/ 
' V. Manfus, Ter, 4J. 

What extent of time was pafTed in the compofition of 
this great work is not wijth exaftnefs known. Mr, Ca- 
pel Lofit thinks that Milton began this poem in his for- 
ty-eighth year,* and finifhed it in his fifty-feventh. Phi- 
lips fays that he had the perufal of it from the very be- 
ginning, for fome years, in parcels of ten, twenty, or 
thirty verfes at a time ; and that his vein never happily 
flowed but from the autumnal equinox to the vernal, fo 

• V. Preface to Loft's Milton^ p. xxviii. The Aubrey Letters (vol. 
ill. p. 447). *' His vcrfe began at the autumnal equinodiaU and ceafed 
at the vernal, or thereabouts (I believe about May) ; and this was four 
or £ve years of his doing it. He began about two years before the lung 
came in« and finifhed about three years after the king's reftoration." 



faid, to have fpent abwt htlf^ j^s^nitt tbereUi. l.TsAand 
time, fince-Kliltqi[^;4«cUrB4iipMbi8'.l^«iii,«lqgy;t^ 

poctic.tdent.Tfltlfnpd;^^r^£^-,^.ipring4: i ■''■ '::i 

::il'.'jF>))«r?'m;inmbi9radeniltu eirmitta vba ''- ^<'''' "'i 

.... ,1 ,: jijng e ^ituaquf jajh* inPS<»e «fiw'j «((ft.'' ■ - > m 

could neveF'otHApd^'wett'butiiij'th» firing sMd KJihdlM; 
He thcnpoAiimi offi^th' gi^ «afe WmJ: fkfi^cf' hb^tUfi^ 
premedimed verfe*. ■ Drt. ^tAitiCon %»;- thSt^c^' anS'iift 
other internal notes of the tirtw WhynthtJipoeiii-iPtttsWHt*' 
ttnrbutttoe'ihefttiDnof thfe iofi of Mi' (Sgfrtltitirt bin- 
ning «f ;ehe thtnj <bobk, awl of thb ret^rt^ of ihe ICiHg! M 
theintroduitticn w:thfe'fewnth;"''---' :■■''-■: ■:■(' ■^■^■" 
'Som« difficulty was eJrp&ienttditi^tamltig-a'lkafi!^* 
and objeAions Weit'e mad« to ^a]rtietif^r '^llkg«^,'-«4^'t^ 
to tfcfe fimOe.Df the full «lipfed In the firftfebttki'^ifiw 
it WW «length gmntttljihd he fold his rtjjy' tb &Mn»y 
Simmons, April 27, 1667, for an immediate payment of 
five pounds, with a ftipulation to rective five p6und»;hibre 
when thirteen hundred of the firft edition ftiould be fblij[. 
Again five pounds aiter the fa^ of .the fame nt^l^er .(X^ 
the feoind edition, and another five powdsa&c^itbQ ftuiM^ 

'• Birci'i Li/e, p~ bri. , .."i^: 

°,Mr.Tc«nldiu,chapbdn to AicfaldlbofiShelclaa^waBJicaiilar. TU 
affiraoflicei^r.abolifhedby CnimweU,WM (eAeicd bjraftoFpirlw 
ment in 1661. Thcprdi -ma placed j with icferenca tOiit» diScnn 
prodnfiioiu, under the jiulgc8,:die oficeta'«^.Aat!d,.aBil:ihclinhln&io^ 
of Cmtetbuiy. Pociry fell widiin die province of the iatter. r. Sjiw 
malt's Life, p. 531- Mr. C. I.odfi iaj-*, " Tiiatno mlimfcmftirf the 
Paradift Loft luB been (fiTcovereil, except tbat of thr.&ft bofak^ofieil 
for the prefi, vrith the ic^nimitar of die'«rchb!fl»p^ ckapkiti, btit 
where thb b to be Aen b ilot ntentiooed." See Ltg^t PrtfiU Mil- 
ns, p. i. ifld Jimtm'j Prtft pi Uv^ Seer Ptfr't Ltiltft,'ed..Wvti)»i 
vol. viii, pi ] 1 6't. " i k>^ to fee the «tigtul Msiufrcript of MthoBw*-' ftc. 



tscwided beyond- ftfteiert W^ffed^^^esi- f^^^ ^i- 

three (hillings. ThetitlefeT^r^VafriiedV^fflnfeihfobther 
publifliers\ handsy in order' to xircnlate ' the iedition, in 
1667/* 1668, i&S^L Of thefe' th^e iiv^ete ni lefs than 
^^^\rM:0dvfetUis^ of >tl» books 

Ah^c^ Q£jhe:WfV'!i;^ .^i^ritiyt^ prkitedyi«nd}fingtepag«8 

n/yj»^ &h fgaw» i|i«v'. in t^?0 y»f» a aright ;to JDiis ifcdood 
f»JWfijit4f{fo^o^i»^b: ^ recfcipt ».aa.ifigri(5<J ^Apcil .ai^, 
166^9. The fecond editioiXww tic^lgivctt till ii!^674fi; and 

w?ufi i^tgdj fJfti 6n^; ,Q(ft^voi; iJM^ jtj»/njumb»r .of. feooks 
^ypMiiniff^a^ j^jj^f JiVt^^.b^ 4iylftwi ^; th«rrfct8?nth> and 
||5^fai^S?i*J|te H^odMftJop of ft: fewicctonedabl Imes. 
^jdM .||o^rc|iFje^f,[t0.ii»ccj|ye.rtib9i ;fiipulatcd.for 

r. Lofft ODierves that 1607 w^s.a great ^ear m.tne annals of our hif- 
ifty*J 'tifr"^ only* WarParaiJIfc lioh ^utlifhed, b\lt thcre'was i ''Sdaoite 

^fOSA MtK^'^i^MH^of poor pi%i)^ra«'' and^ '^V<^'^ n»^^ 
in the art of dreffing wool/* p. xxiv. of the cffcft of theft different cir- 
comftances towards eftabliihing the name and chara^r which Britain 
hdlds among the natioas^ it b difficult to form an idea of any degree of 
p w^ por d onate extent ; an adequate is impoffit^ It opens a vaft arena 
in the boondlefs fpace of human perfedibility« v. Retfuirh hj Taub 
Cbxi* *^ Thefe duftering radiations of moral li^t may unite mankind 
tor the intelligpnce t£ other fyfttmt unnumbered and unlmagined i* which 
drcumftanoe» if it come tb pais, wiU dpen new maricets for die wool 
trndc» and be of* great advnntage to the pablifhers of Paradiie Loft«— - 
* Go thf ways, Capel, the flower and quincefience of ail editors.'" 

•^ Fbr an account of the editione, fee C; hofft^s Prefaeet p. xxxy. Ixi. 
and Tiid'^s JJft^ p. i ^9«-^ 1 1 7» The npmbet of lines fn Paradiie Loft 
ainiount to l^;f 69. Dr^ Symmons %s that Milton lived to receive the 
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this impreffion. The third edition was publiftied in 1678, 
and his widow agreed with Simmons the; printer to recei^ 
eight pounds as her right; and gave him fe' gCMfat re- 
leafe, dated April 29» 1681. Simnfi6hs cdVcnuiftid' !» 
transfer the right for twenty-five potihds fo Brabtt2to Ayl- 
mer, a bookfeller, and Aylmer foM to Jiicob ToiiStiti half 
of it, Auguft 17, 1683, and the oth^'half Maifi*^4, 
1690, at a price confiderably advanced^ ' - -'^' • ■ ■-»' 
The fale, Johnfon fays, will juftify the pilbBe: ^*^1 
for books in Milton's age was not.gt^t. - Th(0'iMtti6h 
had been fati^ied from 16:25 tat 664 with ohly^ %ti^ ^<#- 
rions of the worics of Shakd})eare, whjch jjirc^bAy ^t)g^ 
ther did not make twdthoufand copks.^^ Tlie^Meirf'thi^ 
teen hundred copies in two years was ttn uneominoti'^ci)^ 
ample of the prevalence of genius. Yet the demand did 
not immediately increaie, for in elevfen. years ianlf; three 
thoufand were fold : but the reputation arid prace «of tlie 
copy fKU advanced; "till the revolution put atrcnd'ib 
the fecrecy of love, and Paradife Loft broke iiito opeh 
view with fufficient (ecurity of kind reception." Dr. 
Symmons calculates that in litde more than eleven years 
four thoufand five hundred copies were fold, and that be- 
fore the expiration of twenty years, fix editions were 
publifhed. I pofTefs a German tranflation in vcrfe of it, 
printed but a few years after the date of the original, 
which is a ftrong evidence of its growing popularity. 

whole fifteen pounds for which he had ftipulated ; but ibc ThU^s Lifi, 
(firfl ed.) p. 109. The original agreement for Paradiie Loft, U now in 
the cojledlion of Samuel Rogers, £fq. the fecond receipt tnd the final 
difcharge» is in the poiTeflion of Dawfon Turner» Efq. Concemiog the 
plagiarifms of Callender (who publifhed the firft book of Milton, 1 750) 
from the Commentary of Patrick Hume, 1^5* ^^ BUckw^i^s hLig. 
No. xxiv. p. 659. March 18 19. 

^^ Johnfon, however, fhould have remembered that large impreffions 
o{ $hakefpeare*s Plays were always att;ainable, in a ieparate and more 
commodious form, in 4to. 
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This nhre book was printed at Zerbft in Moravia 1682, 
The Mandator Ernft Gottlieb Von Berge. 

Thoi^h the poem of Milton was above ^^ the age on 
^rhich k was beftowed (for fuch greatnefs of invention, 
fufch harmony of numbers, and fuch majefty of ftyle had 
not then been ieen united) ; yet admirers among men of 
leanpdngiand genius it undoubtedly had. Andrew Mar- 
vel] and Barrow, the phyfician,^^ wrote fome manly and 
i^Hfited varies in its praife. Dr. Warton fays, " It may 
,4^ ^femof ked to the praife of Rofcommon that he was the 
§f^ critic who had tafte and fpirit enough publicly to 
pmiie • Paradife Ix>ft." Drydoi's lines of commenda- 
^pn are known to all; ^ and praife in other books by au- 

tboFB ol* lower fagie, has been difcovered by the diligence 

... . , 

4 «y^i^^^» 1 I n I ( I ' ■ I » •mm^.^mm. * f ( nV tiji in »» ill ■ 1 1 I ■< t 1 1 «»^1*— ^-*»*— ^i^f^— i« i ■ I I I ■ 

" ■'* The fod^eontempbnry with Miltdn, were Waller, 8ueklittg,€ri- 
Hm^s DciAtin^ Jiovritce, Cowley, Srome» Shochomei Faniluw, Deve- 

^sunt^ .befides tbafe of in&rior Qoie. 1^ Never any pqcK left a greater re- 
putatiox\ behind him, than Mr. Cowleyi while Milton remained obfcore, 
ah^ known but to few, but your grace knows very well that the great 
reputation ofCvtohj did not continue half a centurj\ and that Milton's 

' In now on the {ntmicle of the temple of ftme.'* D$nnis*s Letters Fa- 
feMi^Tg te. p. »07. See on Milton and Waller, ^ir 2\ P. Blount §n 

, . !* T)Ut ^llqwing couplet in N([arYell ^as wonckrfully puzzled the com- 
* inentators : 



" I too tranfported by the mode offend. 

And while I meant to praife thee, mud commend.' 



' See Lojffs Milton^ p. xlvi. liii. where " moft commend," " mif-com- 
mend/* *' but commend," arc oficred ; whereas the (cnfe is perfectly 
clear. *' While I meant to praife thee, mull commend ; i. e. mull, for 
the fake of the rhyme ^ ufc the word "commend," inftead of ** praife," 
which IS the word I fhould othertoife have ufed. Even Bentley, in a 
MS. note in my copy, has erafed " muft" and written " moft." 

^ Dryden owned to Dennis, " that when he adapted his fUte of in- 
nocence from Milton, he knew not half the extent of Milton's excel- 
Icncc,** V. Dennis's Letters, Moral and Critical, 172 1, p. 75. 
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of the commentators» In j 6i %^ t^ hondibmi^ f<dia ledi- 
tion wa^ publifhed under the patronage of Lord ^oni^Ay 
with the affiftance of Atterbuiy ^^ and Dryden ; iajifdSl, 
it was tranilated into Dutch> and int^ Latm in. |.^S^, 
and ten years after, it appeared ; with a v^ry ..curtails 
and learned commentary by PatricJc Hume^ J (ball heie 
take: the <^portunity of mentioning th<: volmned pub- 
lifhed by Lauder, ^' Audorum Miltopo faceo) prfelnKeih 
tium;" and of remarking (after having |>eri^,th^p9mi$ \ 
which they contain) that little doubt c^be Mtertainod» 
but that Milton was acquainted with the JVda((;^u$ £k^ 
of Grotiusi and probably with the poetiy $f ;RaQ|&|r^.and 
Mafenjus. Thoie who aire curious* ^n the* ^bje^^inajT 
compare the poeins, of Ramiay with the^iwp^Gin lof ^ 
creatipn in the iCbyenth book, a^ id^/!brani9^, of QrpiiiiiB 
with, the teniptstion inth^, ninth; wdj if famiS^ with 
the language of Miltonj.they will iit>d^rne^rei^mbt|R|i€j^j 
but the charge of plagiarifm was uajud» gti4 ii)dei^:alir 
furd, Milton's immenie reading extended over, ^fivhpk 
field of Jitei;ature, and in every, diredliqn ; arid it requirod 
all his leat:mi;)gy. coileded by painful ftqdjr during t^ 
beft yfars of his life, long depofitedin his memoryi and 

^ See TidiTt Ufe^ p; 198-202; there wcite^v« hmi^iy aaiTiMrty 
Aibicribere. See a M of the moft eminent of themaa L%fffj\Wkt9^ 
p. xlix. 

^ Attcrbury faid, "that he prepared the edition of Milton, ufoally 
called Lord SonieiiB's — from a MS. noie of his 19 an «d;(tion:of MiSton 
out of the libiaiy of Warburton," v. Mtirhtrfs W§rks^ %yf. p, Jtd^» 
and V. p« 303* And iee Armftron^i W^rks^ vol. i, p* 136. See the 
fabfcribers to this edition in BircFs Lift if MiitMp pu IviiL and ice 
MoUm^s Lifi^f Drjdtn^ p. 202. Sir John Medina djew «U Vbe defig» 
for SoBiezs* edition, except the kft, which is taken from Raphael's Bibkw 
Rev. A. Dyce poi&fles the original drawitigi which were Dr. MeficalTsu 
See WaipoU^s Anecdotes of Painters, p, 375, 4to..en ''Medma*-*^ 'Dty^ 
den wjrote his well-known epigram for this editk» On the poitrait. 

See Voltaire, Difl. PJbi^ofhifue^ voii f,- ^ III» on rhe Sanocia 
and on Milton. 
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cix 



led bjr his ^^niiis, to build up his immortal poem. 

is thet^ an extend ve work of eftablifhed reputa- 

to^be found/ that is not evidently the refult of long 

'y "and adiduous labours? Let us confider that his 

ial6 ^e^ a few verfes in Genefis, and that the 

i^oreated by -his own imagination, fupplied **by in- 

»us and fetedt reading/* Thus the tributary ftores 

pojets of -every age and country were poured into 

»«l|iAd ; and they Were always returned withaugmented 

tffld hiftre.^ We may fay of him, as a Roman 

laid of Virgil; •^etjudicio transferendi et modo 

it$xiid& Gdnfecutiis tft, ut quod apud ilium legerimus 

ai^tilfiusefle malknus, aut melius hie quam ubi 

«eft^tf^riare tmremtir.^ " " The judgment of Mil- 

- 4M^^ &ys Mr. Coleridge, " in the conduft of the celeftial 

ij^ttt ^f the ftopy is very exquifite. Wherever God is 

yupttsfehted aS' di^indy ^fting as Creator, without any 

-tuAiMAbn ctf ^his own efletice, Milton adopts the fimpleft 

^iiild^{l:et<neft language of the Scriptures. He ventures 

^3KM Ad {)didltf c diftibn, no amplification, no pathos, no 

l^itidn. - It is truly the voice or the word of the Lord 

tolhiiig to, and aAing on the fubjedl chaos. But as 

ibme peHbnal intereft was demanded for the purpofes of 

' po^try^: Milton takes advantage of the dramatic repre- 

feiitktion of God*s addrefs to the Son, the filial Alterity, 



^ Nata/ir Dmaditi Pama Heroicum de Bello Cbrifti. Maflknae 
.1614* Yen. 1616. Hoc vidit procul dubio in Italia Miltonus, nihil 
«t podi fomtunis» at aliquid ex argamento, praefeitim libri fecundi in 
poeiiiA magnum ubi loquitur Satanas, fequentium in altenim. v. W, S. 
JMd^ri PoimsfM^ p. 199;' There is a Latin tranflation of a Tragedy of 
Besani» by T. lacomotos, called •* Jbramfrom M^rta, #r Ifagc Re^ 
demti^K. o. 1597» which Milton is fuppofed to have feen. v. Hoi" 

^ ^ MdtrMi ^tum. lib. vi. c. 1. Pearce obferres that Milton 
nnittit* Virgil oftetier than Homer* v. P. L. iv. 735. 
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BRd in th^e addreffes flips in as it were by ftealtfa lat^utge 
of afieAion> or thought, or fentiment, &r.** iDcbecd 
although Milton was imdoubtedly « high Arian ib' hib 
mature life, he does in the neceificy of poetry gire a 
greater chjeQivety to the Father and the Son, than he would 
have juftiiied in atgument. He was very acute in adopt'^ 
ti^ the ftrong jlnthnpomorphiJiH of die Hebrew Scriphues 
at once. Compare the Paradiie Loft wiA Ktopftock s 
Melliah, and you will learn to ap^veciate Milton's judg- 
ment and fkill quite as much as his genius." 

An anecdote had long been current, which originally 
came from Richardfbn, that Sir John Denham came into 
the Houfe of Commons with a Iheet of Paradife Loft, 
wet from the prels, in his hand, and being aflced what it 
was, replied, " Part erf" the nobleft poem that was ever 
written in any age or language.""* Such is the facility 
with which anecdotes that amufe or furptife, pa6 cur- 
rent from mouth to mouth, that they need but a flender 
foundation to enfure belief. On examination, it was dif- 
covered that Denham was never in Fartiamcnt ; and con- 
fequendy the whole ftory is an ingenious fiftibn. I Aiall 
conclude my remarks on the publication of the poem» by 
njentiomng that in an original edition, belonging to a 
gendeman who communicated the fad to the public. 



« V. Ta&lf Talk, vol. ii. p. i6+. 

" I poflef) a curious bcKjk, called ".rf7V«p Ferfitn afPamdife Ltfi,Qt 
Milton paraphraTed, in which the meafure and verfiiication are cwreAed. 
and harmonized, the obfcurities elucidated, and the taulti removed, hf 
a gentleman of Oxford" (Mr. Green}, in 1706. It a one of the tnoft 
ludieroufl}' abfurd booics that I ever read. He fays that be ha* intro- 
duced a novelty in this veriion, by irecing thafe lime: that re^ b*fi 
ttgetbtr, in imitation eflbe tripUts in rhyme. Hit notes are not left 
curious than the text. My copy belonged to fome perJbn as eccentric 
as the author, as appears by his MSS. notes in the mai^n. He has liad 
the book lettered — " Milton travelUed furely." 
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fiinirTfayiiuhgllines were written apparently by a female 
hand, -with tbefe words at the conclofion, didlated by 
J^.M. I Mt. Todd withholds his deciiion as to their au- 
thenticityi ohtefiy on account of the rhyme; but Doftor 
Symmons^ a lefk ^cautious critic^ has no doubt of their 
facing' the ptoduAion of Milton* The fubjedi; is ^* Day- 
Ineak/^ and a fhbtt extrad will be fufficient to enable the 
adaiireiB of Milton td form dl^ir opinion • 

•♦^hofe ^e-faced 5fc^nt, Cynthia, pdcr grdws. 
To fee heHHl^ (>(irfiied by coti^«e^ttag foes, 
• Yet 4amg Snys bekmd ta gqsrd the tear 
Of her bl^k afipies^ vviuther without ftar 
^ They may retreat, tiU her alternate courfe 

Bring her about agsuii with rallied force. 
' Harlt f ^ hovr t3ie Lion^s tenw Toad proclaims 

TJie ^adfbmc tidingi: of day's geiitl^ beiuns, 
V ; r ,1 A^^i }<^ kept^lence, bfcajkjng» n»dcly wakes 

The feather 'd train, which foon their concert makes/' fep.** 

J - Tliree years after Plsiradife Loft was given to the world, 
Mikon publiftied the Hiftory of Engknd,* comprising 
^die f$iAt of Geoffrey of Monmouth, continued only as 
ifirfiai the Norman invafion. Th^ firft copies were mu- 
tila;l9ed by die iicenfer, who expunged ail the paflages that 
^refledttdion die conduA of the long parlisiment, and of 
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^ See TfJJ's Life, firft ed. p. 91, for fome lines called, Lavinia walk- 
ing in a frofty morning, p. 1 04 ; for a fonnet written at Chalfont, which 
the critics are willing to attribute to Milton. The epigram in Fcnton's 
coIleAion muft have come from a very different inkftand. (Extempore 
09 a Faggit, p. 286.) 

^ Milton, in his Hiftory of England, feems to have ufed Spenfer's 
Chronicle of the Britifh Kings, as a kind of clue to dirc6l him through 
fb dark and perplexed a fubje6l. He plainly copies Spenfer's order and 
difpofition, whom he quotes ; and almoft tranfcribes from him the ftory 
of Lear, of much however as the difference between profe and verfe will 
admit. Milton's hiftory is an admirable comment on this part of Spen- 
fcr, which is taken from the firft part of Hardyng's Chronicle, v. ^ar- 
t9n 9n Sfm/erpiu p. 242, and fee RetroJ^effive Review, vol. ix. p. 1-19. 
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the new church government. Toland has ^regioufly 
noilrepiFefented th^ faAs conneded with 'HAs £tippteffi6n. 
He csHed ie an expofure 6jP the (liperfiltiohi^ ^'Ae^iMS 
cttAmng of the Pop&fh monks in tiie Sax6ft'-&hieS{^'^S 
ftated that it ^Ma (uppteilM' b^ the lidenfef^, hbtHvlSi iSlkf 
diought what wa^ faid of tihe^ n^ksM^ mdtn^iii i|^ 
to Chiirleai the Seconds biflibp^, gidhgli'it reHted^JE^ 
to the Ldhg Paffiameht and rephiblioin'iifl^l^df ^ 
vinfein 164'ir ; btitia* the BHhop'6if'9aff{lmfy* aiSfeWi»,' 
Toiahd--» Very in digefted ftidi'^ ^eoiriifc'bf *iiR6-'m^ 
ahd rdigton of hi» fe^yimrite ii^uMd" Mll<J6ltf g^i"£ 
co|>y of thefe Hjfflarki 'td'the Ea^P '<# 'An^liffla, ^«iidS 
#ere ptiblifhed' in 1^8 1, v^%' ^refatfe^'l^ Biieli»^' 
been inferted in their phi^''pl'ace.-'^Thrfbtri^^ 
Milton executed app4r*a ih'rff^Oji'of ^!te 'oS^^'iMi 
fopprefled, butffnce i7:i!8'^>^a6<^ih^?ai7fi^"ifflS M?f- 
tbry, it ippekre-thAt fbnie'itaWea^rfitiiJ'fiiVe'dl)^^ 
the authenticity.»» This'-il^offe^hfe'rtfftv^/^iS kWWtt 
known, the praife'of Wafburt&h; to&d^ KSs'ii^ttii* 
wiA great ftmplidty,cbntrafy'tbHf8«rftfoitt'%Hii^ 
writings, and is the better for it.' ■ Btit 'he'foirifetitii^ fflB 
into a furprifing grandeur in tlife- feritimetltslahtf d^rbf-' 
fions, as at the conclufion of thefecdhd boofej 'T hir^rfer 
faw any thing equal to this, but tiie cohelttfidti af^-^ 
Walter Raleigh's Hiftory of the Wdrld."" ' The'tWrf 



-' ■ • #■■>*■ ■: ^it. •■ t. 



■•Sec '*Pr9t4ftsHt Vnion^ by T. Bui^i, Biihofv'of S»lirbirffi''{j. 
xlii* Richardibn fiiys^ ^ the ca^fied pan vnu a fort of digrefieniiiipd 
was expui^ed to avoid giving offeiure to a party quios fubducdf and 
whofe &ults the goverament was then willing to have forgotten.** See 
Life^ p. xlvi. Mr. HoUis's biographer (Archd. Blackburiie) is *as un- 
willing as Toland to admit this pafTage in its real (en(e ; and moft ab- 
furdly turns it againll the Fofifr clergy, v. Mem, p. 494. 

^ See Todd^s Life of Milton ^ p. 210; Dihdin*: Library CompanioM, 
p. 201 (1824) ; RetrofpeBive Review^ vol. ix. p. 1-9 ; andTVarton on 
Spenfer, ii. p. 242. 

* See BircFs Life, p. Ixviii ; and Newton^ s Life, p. Ixxvi. 



Bj^^^^fil^ dfcqondiiipn qf % cpufitry under Cromwall 
v^^i!^^^Qx^t^n^<g<v^ .Xhc:panalld.is forced 

H^ii^ftjri^. %tthe jin^^ and feft 

Xfj55Jly ^i^q jqh^ifedthiQ, hjppcrify, r tJie feAjfifen^efs^ ^^ 
*?»¥?l^«ifH^ ignpr^ncQ Qf,j;l(i|e leaders, and^^e injuftic^ 
if^^iyc^ls^^.pfjii^e.igW^ JHl^pfoUows up hi» 

fyr&r]^ irt:^^q *tibtift&,7 jjyian equally powerful attack 
(^ttt^ uflprfRcjpJi^ gr^wfif^ ^ bafcnefs of Ae Pref^ 
^jt^^S^WIy *^^ha :€»eci^ theM? placealike chiWren 
ofyrf^ ^d^y^^^)^l£wtlrfv%l^ and 

w^iflF^I^ f^uptfer^-.^up^dAy/' The whokr paflage > 

mw^.mfh ?fpqj??^ce>— ffivi^gna^^ . I» 

WR (jyier^^^s^ th«» 

VoSf^hm yfm'^^><}^^^^^ they durft, not 

q«5!p$| ^thp:^^gigi^t94r:an4(,ber^?w^ after pf. their Juit 
^^^i>?i©F«^K:^q»c|Jr^ ^yqic t»a?d .^p.and d^^i^ 

^rf^f^^)^h^9^^^/^P^ <?P? coounitteo tq.smothcr 
^f^ Pfltjtioi^ inj|lv^}han4s, yet either jmifled the pbtaini 
'^^^<fi^^^^ Sw^iP^: ^thoifgh. it were js^ ; length . gr?inted 

%^* ftWW;5<Juftff«X.yet, by^A^ a^d 

^f^i^qfi^ttees ^19^4^ n^i^ fpr ^ mpft part of jri&tiablg^ 
h^^.and noted difloyalty, thofe orders were commonly 
cUfpb^yed/' &p- aXhia. 13 part of the paflage that was 
fiipprelled by the licenfer in 1670, and was firft feparately 
prtntfediri 1681. On this iUbjeft I am enabled to give 
the ppitiion of oi^e to' whom has been applied the happy 
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T)ircatnlng to bind our fouls in fecular chains. 

Help us to five free confcience from the paw 

Of hireling wolves whofc gP^l i» their maw."— 5^^^/. 
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defignation by Sir D. Daliymple of Lord Hardwick — 
as ^* learned in Britifh Hiflory." 

^^I thooght, firft, that the paflage was a digreffion out 
of both time and place ; to ufe a vulgar plinfe, faro^fht 
itt head and fhotxlders^ and looking, therefore, much like 
an interpolation. Secondly, that the c^xnioos ezprefled 
in it are greatly at variance with Milton's political oced 
and diarafter. And, thirdly, that the reaibns for its 
alleged iiipprefiion are wholly inadequate and incondnfivej 
With refpeA to my firft.obge^on, I am aware it will be 
(aid that Milton, in the introdudory pan^raph of his 
third book, as publiihed by himfelf, had expre&ly referred 
to the ^ late civil broils/ But it is not from thence to 
be inferred that he meant to follow it up with fb ample^ 
particular, and mi/placed a deicription of his own times 
as is contained in the digreffion. Of my fecond ground 
of Aifpicion, I muft leave you to form your own ofnnion. 
But I cannot eafily believe, that if Milton had really de^ 
rived from experience fuch expreffions of the condud and 
views of his late aflbciates, he would have condcibended 
to incur the imputation of being a time-ferver by print- 
ing them, as the ftory (ays he meant to do. Such acoorfe 
would have been quite foreign to the fturdy independence 
of his charader. As to the laft point, I think the rea- 
fon affigned for the fuppreffion of the paflage by the 
Licenfers, namely, that it was done out of tendeme& for 
the vanquifhed party, id a moil lame and impotent one. 
The Licenfers, indeed, might have expunged, as Toland 
fays they did, ibme pafTages expoiing the fuperftition and 
luxury of monks, yet this ieems doubtful, as fb ma&y 
were permitted to remain. But can it be believed that 
Charles the Second and his Licenfers had the amiable 
weaknefe of harbouring tender mercies towards the beaten 
Republicans? On the contrary, would they not have 
triumphed in an opportunity of expoiing the recantation 
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(for £> tiief Iwmild have coiled it) of fir formidaisle and 
illuftrious an adverfary as Milton ? Aft^ all, I muft in 
Cttidour admit that the digreffion is not widK>ut internal 
nmxka of genmneneia. It is ib Miltonic in ftyle and exe^ 
cjataOTky that if Milton did not write it, it would be difS-^ 
cuiltD.afligti it to amjr otdier writer. If it betaken from 
kim^ aa Johnfbn ixf'si of one of the difputed plays of 
Shakefpeare, to whomfliall it be given f But the Hiilory 
of Britain itfelf I cannot think worthy of Milton's great 
name. It is a laboured recapitulation of die long-ex^ 
ploded fables of Brute and his defcendants^ and is as dii^ 
creditable to his judgment,; as the flur he cafts on Saxon 
Hiftory** and Saxon Hiftorians. That Hiftory he treats 



^ It is with pleafare that we favour the reader with fome iHterefHtig 
tcUMtla by the late Lord Orenville> on a doubtful point of Englifli HiA 
toiy ooaBc^bed.with the prefent fobjed» and attached to a paffage of 
Milton e~ 

^ Milton i9y%, in anticipation of his intended poem — 'Franga^n Saxo- 
nicas Britonum fuh marte phalangas/ The druggie of Comlfh Britons 
fbrtlieif iatfonal ilidependence« tho' finally overpowered, was main- 
tiiMfditill a very late period of the Saxon doxhinion in England, nor is 
ipcpi^ to afoertein the prectfe date of ita termination. Gibbon indeed 
aflerts (c. 38, note 135)» ' that Cornwall was finally fubdued by Athel- 
fiane (a, d. 927-941), who planted an Engliih colony at Exeter, and 
confined the Bxitons beyond the river Tamar.' But this ftatement is 
coiofbted by the authority which he cites, as well as by other hiftorical 
cridcBoe. Malmibary, to whofe evidence Gibbon refers ua, faya no 
sapi^» than that this monarch ' vigoroufly attacked the Corniih men, 
drove them from Exeter, and fixed the boundaries of his own territories 
(prbvinciae iiiae) on this fide of the Tamar/ Cornwall was therefore flill 
exdKided firom them. Nor is it more true, that Athelilane planted an 
Eagliih colony at Exeter. The Engliih were fettled there before his 
time, and held it, as Malmfbory exprefsly tells us, conjolndy with the 
Bntons (aequo jure). This conmion occupancy of the fame difbifl, by 
two hoftile and barbarous tribes, was naturally not very favourable to 
its cultivation. Thofe who know its prefent (late, may be amufed with 
this audior's account of it. No uninftru6tive lefTon, if it teaches the 
impoitflBicc of domeHit concord to national improvement, and the in- 
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as ' wars of kites and crows^ flocking and fighting in the 
aifi' and the hiftorians as ' oblcure and blockiHi chroniclers^ 
only^ fit to be read by thofe who take pleafure to be all 
their lifetime raking in the foundation of old abbeys and 
cathedrals.' You have quite enough of htftorian and an- 
tiquarian feeling to deem this herefy ; or, as Dogberry 
fays, * flat burglary as ever was committed.' He muft 
have quite foi^tten * to love the h^h embowered roof.* 
Warburton has feleAed one of the very next paflages in 
the hiftory for his particular praife. It is at the conclufion 
of the fecond book, where all the faults of Milton's profe 
ftyle are accumulated and concluded in about a dozen 

creaTcd produAivene^ of the earth itfelf from the progrefi of focial lifcj 
a feft pcrhap» not fufficJentlj' attended to by our ableft political cecono- 
milb. ' The roil,' fays he, ' is hungry and fqiulid, fcarcely producing 
a few (larved oats, which bear for the moll part no grain, but only 
empty hulks.' Such was in thofe days the juigbbourheod of Exeter, to 
which Athelftane, wc are told, gave a new 6ce of profperiiy, by afliim- 
ing to himfelf and to his people its folc pofTelCon and government. This 
tranfaftion happened in 926, nearly the firft of the two date» aSigncd by 
Gibbon, and alinoft JOO years after the arrival of Hcof^ll in England. 
The Saxon Chronicle of that year ftatei that Athelltane • then obtained 
(or exercifcd) an authority (or fuperiority gef^l'be) over all the thingi 
that were in this illand, ' £rfl Howe! King of Well Wales (Cornwall), 
and Conltantine King of the Scots, and Owen King of Moiunouth, and 
AldridihefonofEadulf ofBamburgh.' He feems to have exacted from 
them all fomc fort of fubmillion, aa to a paramount fovere^. But it is 
added, ' that they ratilied this agreement with covenants and oaths, and 
then rerarned in peace.' He treated therefore with the Britilh King of 
Cornwall on the fame footing as with the King of the Scots. He co- 
venanted with all thefe Kings, as exerclftng diftinfl though poffiUyfub- 
ordinate powers of govenmient, and he appears to have left then) in 
that ftate. From this account, therefore, as well as from whaiMalmf- 
bury ftates, of the reparation of Exeter at this period from Cornwall, it 
is manifoft that the latter continued to be, till within lefs than a centnty 
and a half before the Norman ConqueA, a feparate fiate governed by its 
native rulers. How much longer it remained in thu condition we know 
not. A gentleman deeply verfed in our ancient hiftory has fuggefted to 
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lines. This is trcafonable language, I confefi ; but in 
proportion as I admire the poet, I can afibrd, by way of 
fet off, to cenfure the hiftorian." 

In 1 67 1, Milton^' publiflied Paradife Regained and 



the author of thefe trifles, a conjedlure, in defe^ of pofitive evidence» 
that Cornwall was abforbed into the Saxon kmgdom by gradual en- 
croachmentSy not long after the time of Athelflan. He fupports this 
opinioii by fome inftances of ecclefiaftical fuperiority ezercifed there by 
the Ei^ifh Kings before the Norman Conqueft* And we may obienre, 
that in Domefday book, a large proportion, perhaps the largeft of the 
few Comiih landholders enumerated, (eems to be of Saxon origin. But 
it is fingular that no diftin^ account (hould remain of fo remarkable an 
event, as ihej!na/ extin8ion of the fovereignty of the Britijb princts in 
this their Uft refuge $n Englijb ground s nor any memorial of that de- 
cifive epock, when, in the words of our romantic poet. 

Woe, and woe, and everlafUng woe 

Came to the Briton babe, that ihould be born 

To live in thraldom of his father's foe ! 

Late King, now captive, late lord, now forlorn. 

The world's reproach, the cruel vigor's fcom. 

Fairy ^een, c, iii. L 44. * 

That the completion of this Revolution was deferred to a ytry late pe- 
riod, the evidence of language would indeed have fufficiently proved, had 
hiftory been wholly filent. The local nomenclature of Cornwall is at 
this day almoft entirely Celtic. In moft other parts of Enghmd, the 
rhren and mountains have frequently retained their Britifh appellations ; 
but the names of the towns, vilkges, and parifhes (with the exception 
of the Roman ftations, or other accidental peculiarities) are in very large 
proportions of Teutonic origin. . A circumflance which mufl be princi- 
pally attributed (but not perhaps (b exdufively as it has been by fome 
of our own hiflorians) to the influence of the Saxon conquefl. Though 
even before the Roman Invafion, fome confiderable portion of our ifland 
was occupied by Belgic tribes, wholly diflering, as we are told {Cafar, 
I. I, and V. 10), from the Celts in language, as well as in laws and 
manners, and retaining in their new fettlements, like other colonifb, 
ancient and modem, the appellations endeared to them by the recollec- 
tions of their parent country." 

^ See Newtoffs Life^ p. Ixxviii. Thefe Poems not printed by Sim- 
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SamTon Agomftes.^ The former poem he fliowed to 
hb friend Elwood. ** This," fwd he, " is owing to you, 
for you put it into my head, by the queftiona you put to 
me at Chalfont, which otherwife, I had not thought of." 
When it was accounted inferior to the Paradife Loft,** 
Philips {ays, " he could not hear with patience any fuch 
thing when related to htm." It appears to me, that thefe 
poems are To diflimilar in their ftrudure and purpofe, that 
no compariffHi can be ufefully or jullly inftituted between 
them. That the Paradife Loft excels in variety of 'm- 
vention, in fplendour of imagery, in magnificent thoughts 
and delineations, and in grandeur and fublimity of de- 
fcription, no doubt can be entertained; but the latter poem 
is finiihed with equal care, and as perfeA in another ftyle. 
The reafoning clear, the argument clofe and weighty, the 
expreffion moft feled and chofen, the verification har- 
monious, differing in ftrudure from that of the former 
poem, but admirably in unifon with the fubjeft.** The 
language, as in the poetry of Lucretius, always moves 
clofely with the argument ; plain and iirople, where plain 
fcnfc and (implc fentiments only were required; while there 
arc not wanting paflages rifing into the grcateft beauty, 
and adorned with the richeft fancy, that it would be diffi- 



mons but by I. M. for Starkey in Fl«t Street, at the price of it. 6/. 
bound. 

" Langbune obferves, that Dryden has traiuferred levenl thonghu 
from SamfoQ Agonift» to his Aurengzebe. See Dram. Puts, pp. 1 57. 

■> Perhaps it was the conrdoufDefs of having thus laboured to im- 
prove the itfcriptive parti of Paradife Repined, which made him prefer 
that poem to Paradife Lolt. See C, Smith's Petmt,p. 164. He com- 
pares Paradife Regained, iii. 350, with Paradife Loft, i. 67s. P*f* 
in one of his teiten calls It " bis werft teerk." v. voL viii. p. 1 10, tA, 
Warton. 

" See Ragtri's Italy, p. 337, note P. 1. I. 15. 
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cult to furpafs even in Paradife Loft. There is a fevere 
and noble beauty in the ftrudure and expreffion of the 
dialogue, which has always appeared to me to have im- 
bibed the fpirit of the Grecian ftage, as felt in the moft 
perfedl and finifhed of its produftions ; where the boldeft 
ccHiceptions, and the moft refined beauties, are feen in 
Arid harmony with the progreffive developement of the 
plan» all contributing to the neceflary uniformity of im- 
preffion, and all obedient to the control of the poetic mind 
that created them. On the name given to this poem which 
IS a relation of the Temptation, a learned writer obferves, 
** Whatever may be thought of the manner or corredtnefs 
with which this high matter has been handled by our emi- 
nent but moft mifguided poet, he fpoke not in that unfair 
authority when he referred to this event, — the Tempta- 
tion — the Paradife regained for us the fecond Adam, which 
had been loft by the fuccefsful temptation of our firft Pro- 
genitor. This tranfaAion fymboHzing the whole vidlory 
of the Saviour of mankind over the Deftroyer."^ It is 
fuppofed that it was written while Milton was at Chal- 
font, though not publiflicd till five years' after.^ Of the 
Samfbn Agoniftes it muft be obferved, that the plot is 
not fkilfiilly arranged, and that many of the lyrical mea- 
fures are totally deftitute of any intelligible rhythm, but 
it muft ever be confidered as one of the nobleft dramas 
in our language. Its moral (entiment, its pathetic feel- 
ing, its noble and dignified thoughts, its wife and weighty 
maxims, its fevere religious contemplations clothed in 



•* Sec Mills^s Five Sermons, P« * 5« Sec alfo his objcdion to our Lord 
being rapt thro* the air and taken to fome eaflem mountain, p. 103. 

•• See Niceron Mem. des Hommes III. torn. x. p. ii. p. 110. It was 
the dodbrine of Peter Lombard» and the old divines, that the immediate 
confequence of Chrift's viftory over the temptation in the wilderncfs, 
was the diminution of the fpiritual power, and the previoufly allowed 
dominion of Satan on the earth. 
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rich and feleft language, and adorned mth me&q^or and 
figure, give a furprifing elevation to the whole. War- 
button conHdered it as a perfeA piece, and as an imitatitm 
of the antients, having, as it were, a certain gloomine^ 
intermixed with the fublime (the fubjeA not very dif- 
ferent, the fall of two heroes by a woman) which ihows 
more ferenely in lus Paradife Loft. It is creditable to 
the tafte and judgment of Pope, that he did n6t ad<^t 
Atterbury's fuggellion of reviewing and poUlhing this 
piece.'' Samfon would have been twice ihom of his 
locks, and lunk into a modem fbn of Ifrael ; and Paps 
would have failed on the fame ground, where his Mafter 
Dryden had fallen before him." 

To that multiplicity of attdnments, and extent of com- 
prehenlion (fays Johnfon), that entitled this great authtH* 
to our veneration, may be added a kind of humble dig- 
nity which did not difdain the meaneft fervice in litera- 
ture. The epic poet, the controvertifl, the politician 
having already defcended to accommodate children with 
a book of rudiments, now in the lad year of his life, 
compofed a book of l<^c for the inftni^on of ftudents 
in philofophy : and publifhed *' Artis Logics- plenior in- 
ftitutio ad Petri Rami Methodum Gincinnata," of this 
book there was a fecond edition called for in the follow- 
ing year : it has never been tranflated, and is the only 
ptx>du<5tion of Milton, that I confels I have never had 
the leifure or the curiolity to read. 

In 1673 his " Treatife of true Religion, Herefic, 
Schifm, Toleration, and what beft means may be ufed 



" On MHim'i Dtftntt tf Tregtij, prefixed to Sgmfiu Jgtniftti. 
See Warton anSpin/er, vol. a. p. 357. Sec alfo FbiUbiiftl Mnjtum, 
vol. vi. p. 536. 

*■ See Pap^s Litttrs, vol. viji. p. 1 16, ed. Newtott. See Armflnng*s 
Warks, vol. ii. p. 141, Thii emendti ■^\xf rauft have been lAed by 
the King's Scholar» at Welbninftcr. See Birch' 1 Life, p. Wx. 
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^linft the growth of Popery," was publifhed. His 
principle of toleration is Bgreement in the fafficicDcy of 
feripture : and he extends it to all who profefs to derive 
their opinions from the iacred writings. The Papifts 
appealing to other tefUmonies are not K> be tolerated, for 
though they plead confcience, ** we have no warrant," he 
&ys, **to regard confcience, which is not founded on 
fcripture." He confiders a diligent perufat of the Bible 
as the beft prefervatiTe ^[ainft the error of the PopiAi 
church, and he warns men of all profeflions, the country- 
man, the tradefman, the lawyer, the phylician, the ftatel^ 
man not to excuTe themfelres by their much buflneis 
from the ftudious reading of the Bible. The objeft of 
Milton in this treatife was to form a " general Proteftant 
union" agdnft the church of Rome, which he calls the 
** common adver&ry," not by any compromile of the 
peculiar tenets of the Proteftant fefts, but by a liberal, 
and comprehenlive toleration grounded on the prin- 
dple of making the Bible the rule of faith. " Error," 
he feys, " is not herefy," and he determines nothing to be 
herefy, but a witfiil alienation from, or addition to the 
Scriptures. God, he fays, will affuredly pardon all lincere 
inquiries afier truth, though miftaken in Ibme points of 
doArine ; and Ipeaking of the founders, or reviewers of 
fiich opinions in paft times, he adds, that God having 
made no man infallible, hath pardoned their involuntary 
errors. Such, in the doling evening of his life, were the 
laft thoughts of a pious, a learned, and a powerful mind, 
on a queftion conneAed with the prefervation of true re- 
ligion ; a century and a half has clofed, iince this work 
was written agunft the *' worft of fuperftitions, and the 
heavicft of God's judgments. Popery," and it has lately 
been republifhed by a moft eminent and learned Prdate, 
to exhibit the folidity of its arguments, and to prove the 
unimpeachable piety of the author. 

In 1673, the fame year in which the above named 
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treatife appeared, Milton reprinted his Juvenile Poems, 
with additions, and ibme few corredtions» accompanied 
with the TraAate on Education* That his Latin poems 
were not received with greater applaufe by the fbrdgn 
ichoIars> has always been matter of aftonifbment to me.^ 
If ibme miftakes in quantity fhocked the learning of Sal- 
mafius, or ofiended the taftc of Hcinfius,* we muft re- 
coiled: that they are but few and unimportant, while they 
are well compenfated by a vigour of expreilion» a beauty 
of allu{ion> a fertility of imagery, and a truly poetical 
conception. Mr. Coleridge fays, " You may find a few 
minute faults in Mihon's Latin veries ; but you will not 
perfuade me that if thefe poems had come down to us as 
written in the age of Tiberius, we fiiould not have con- 
fidered them to be very beautiful.'^* Thou^ Milton 
has formed his tafte on the beft models» and drawn his lan- 
guage from the pureft fburces, his poems arc not faded 
tranfcripts, or flavifti imitations of the ancients.* I know 

•• Morhof ranks Milton among the inferior Latin writers. Sec Poly- 
hift. Lit. vol. i. p. 1070. Salmafii Refponfio^ p. 5.. 

* T, Warton fays that N. Heinfius had no taftc in poetiy. I differ 
decidedly from this opinion» from an intimate acquaintance with his 
works. I affirm that there never was a commentator on the Latin 
poets of finer tafte or happier (kill. Bentley over and over again calls 
him *' elegantiffimus." " Solertiffimo ingenio — et critica et poetica 
laude nobilis/' Burman, Pierfon (that admirable fcholar], Wakefield, 
and others bear the ftrongeft teftimony to his tafte and (kill. Dc Puy 
fays, '* Heinfius delicatulas veneres, et lepores cum fingulari virtute et 
do6lrina conjunxit." v. Puteani Vitam^ p. 140, 4to. His Latin poems 
arc elegant and correft, but very inferior to Milton's in fertility of in- 
vention, and poetical feeling. He was called ** The Swan of Holland." 
See Baillet, Jugement des Seavans^ tom. vi. pt. ii. p. 359. 

» Vide Table Talk, vol. ii. p. 270. I have noticed, I believe, all 
the errors in quantity in the Notes to the Aldine edition. 

' The poets of Great Britain who have excelled in the compofition 
of Latin verfe might be thus arranged : Buchanan, Milton, T. May, 
Gray; and in the fccond order, Addifon, V. Bourne, and Anftey. 
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not where the fcholats of the continent could have gone 
for more beaut^iil fpecimens of modern poetry than his 
Fkft £Jeg7, and the Addrefs to his Father ; and has Lu- 
cretius himfelf ever clothed the bare and meagre form of 
metiqiliyBcal fpeculations in a robe of greater brilliancy, 
or adorned it with more dazzling jewels of poetry than 
ID die following lines ? who, that reads the at^ment, 
could have anticipated the change it underwent as it palTed 
throi^h the poet's mind. 

DE IDEA PLATONICA QJJEMADMODUM ARISTOTELES 
INTELLEXIT. 
Didte, Jacroram pntfidea nemonim d«e. 
Tuque, o noveni perbeata niuniiiis 
Mcmoria nnter, quasque in immenlb procuL 
Antro reciunbu octofa ^ternitai, 
Monumenta fcrvaiu, ct ratu leges Jovis, 
Cceliquc Mog, atque ephemeridu deilni, 
Q3U ille priimu, cajm ez ima^nc 
Naturalblen fioxit iiuinaiMun genusr 
JEterara, inconuptiu, equaevus polo, 

Seu fempiiemus ille fiderum comet 
Coeli perenat ordino decemplicis, 
Citimtunve tea'a incolit lunz globum^ 
Sive inter aninw rotpnj adiniras fcdcna 
Obliviolaa torpet ad Leches aquas ; 
Sive in remota forte terrarum plaga 
lacedit, Ingeiu hominis aichetypat gigasr 
Et iis tremendiu erigic ceirum caput. 



Ct IIS tremendiu engic cellum cap 
Atlante major portitore fiderum. 



In 1674, the laft year of his laborious and honourable 
life, he published his familiar letters in Latin ; to which 
he added fome clever and plealing academical exercifes : 
and his long and fplendid lift of contributions to literature 

Cowtey poflefled a lacility of verfilication, bnt his poetry is neither claf- 
lictl in its conception, nor correfl in lu execution. See Mtrbe/, 
vol. t. p. 106;. 
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ended with a tranflation of the Latin declaration <^ the 
Poles in favour of John the Third. Some doubts, how- 
ever^ have been entertained as to dus tranflation having 
proceeded from the pen of Milton ; but as they turn en- 
tirely on the internal evidence of the ftyle> they can ad- 
mit of no perfed Iblution.* 

Miltxin had long been a fuilerer by the gout, which 
had now, mth the advance of age, greatly enfediled hb 
conftitution. Conlidcring that his life was about to dofe,' 
he informed his brother Chriftopher that he wtfhed to 
diftate to him the diftribudon of his property. He died 
by a quiet and filent expiration» on Sunday the Zth of 
November," at his houfe in Bunhill Fields» in the fixty- 
fixth year of his age, having furvived the lofs of his fight 
for three and twenty years. He was buried next his 
father in the chancel of St. Giles, Cripplegate, attended, 
as Toland informs us, " by all his learned and great friends 
in London, not without a friendly concourie of the vul- 
gar." His wife furvived him the long period of fifty-four 
years.' Her receipt to the bookfellcr for the copyright 

* Milton left in MS. a brief Hiftoty of MoTcovia, and of the otber 
lefs known countries, lying eaftward of Raffia ai &r as Cathay, printed 
in 1688. On his trad concerning the militia, 1643,410. nnnoticed by 
the blographen, fee TaJJ"! Lift, (firft ed.) p. 117. In a CtlleBum tf 
Potmi by C GiUtn, 1693, iimo. p. 93, is Jolii Mazarini Cardinalis 
epitaphium, au£lore Joanne Milton, v. Suit Petms, vol. i. p. 56. Mr, 
Gtitein, in hj» Life tf Philips, p. 190, has mentioned a poem attritnited 
to Milton, in State Ptems, 1 697, in which is—" Noah be d — d." On 
the works atlribn ted to htm, fee Ttdi's Life, p. 133 — 138; and JI^Mir- 
/0»'^ Life, p. Izzziii. 

* " He would be very cheerful even in his goute £tts, and fing : He 
died of the goute ftnick in, the 9 or i o Novemlier, 1 674, as appears by 
his ' Apotiiecaries' books.' " — Aubrey, Lett, vol, iii. p. 449. 

* Johnfon fays, about the loch of November, and Mr. Hayley on 
the 1 5th J bat Mr. Todd has afcertuned the ezaft date from a reference 
to the regifter of St. Giles's, Cripplegate. 

Note, fee Hvnler'i Niles en Sbaieffearr, p. 337. 
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of Mi]tx)n*s Prqfe ff^orks exifts, I am told, in the church 
library of Houghton Conqueft. 

The original ftone laid upon the grave of Milton was 
removed not many years after his interment ; and no me- 
morial of the Poet's fame exifted in the church in which 
he was buried/ till by Mr. Whitbread's munificence, a 
marUe buft| and tablet, recording the date of his birth 
and death were erefted in the middle aifle. To the au- 
thor of Paradiie Loft a fimilar tribute of refpeft was paid 
in 1737, ^Y Mr. Auditor Benfon; and his monument, 
adorned with a buft, was placed at the expenfe of that 
gendeman in Weftminfter Abbey. 

Thus was Milton's wifh, though late, fulfilled : 

'' Ille meos artus liventi morte folutos 
Canuvt parva componi molliter urna. 
Forfitan et nofbos ducat de marmore vultus." 

Man/ttj, ver. 90. 

When the infcription, written by Atterbury, to the 
memory of John Philips, was exhibited to Dr. Sprat, 
then Dean of Weftminfter, he refufed to admit it, be- 
caufe the Poet was (aid to be ** foli Miltono fecundus." 
This anecdote was related to Johnfbn by Dr. Gregory. 
Such has been the change of opinion, he added, that I 
hgve feen erefted in the church the ftatue of that man, 
whofe name I once knew confidered as a pollution of its 
walls. 

Milton, in his youth, is faid to have been eminently 
handibme. He was called the Lady of his college.' 

* On the difinterment of the fuppofed coffin and corpfe of Milton in 
Augnft» »790* fee the Pamphlet of P. Neve, Efq, and Todd's Life, p. 
1 39. The exaft place in the church where Milton and hb father lie, 
is not afcettained. The father died about 1 647. Speed the Hiftorian 
and Fox the Martyrologiil are buried in the fame church. 

• Salmafius fays, " Tu quern olim Itali pro famind habuerunt." 
S almas. Refp. p. 23, in his Prolufiones Acad, p. 132, he fays of him- 
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His complexion was frefh and f^.*° His hair, whi^ 
was of a light brown, was parted in front, and hmig down 
upon his Ihoulders." He was of a nuxlerate ftature, or 
radier below the middle lize. His eyes were of a grayifh 
colour ; and when he was totally delved of fight, he 
fays that they did not betray the lo&. His vmce and 
ear were mulical,'* He was vigorous and aAive, de- 
lighting in the exerdfe of the fword. Of his figure in 
his declining days, the fc^owing Iketch has been left by 
Richardfon. — An ancient clagyman of Dorietfliire, Dr. 



felf, " A quibuTdaro audivi, nuper dsmiua" tic. Vuffl wu called 
" Panhenius." See his Ufe. 

■* On the portraits of Milton ronfult Todd's Life (lecond edit.), pp. 
335 — Z40-; that I aUb faw one of him, when young, at Xjord Townf- 
hend's at Rainham, but many years have paiTed, and I cannot recoUeA 
any particulars. Charles Lamb, Efq. polleflcd an or^nal portrait, left 
by his brother, and accidentally bought in London. A miniature by 
S. Cooper hu been lately placed in the Duke of Buccleuch's pofTcflion. 
Confult alfo T. Wartiu's Mille», p. 331. As re^rds bia portrait by 
W. Marfhall, prefixed to his Poemt (and which Silmafios did oot dillike), 
he fays, in hia Dtfinfi* {antra M*nim, " Tu effigiem mihi HKIiinilimani 
prxfijtam Poematibus vidifti. Ego vero fi impulfu et ambitlone libtarii, 
me imperito Sculptor!, propterci quod in urbc aliiu eo tempore belli non 
erat, in bbri fcalpendum pennili, id me neglexifle potius cam rem ar- 
guebat, caju» tu mihi nimium cultum objicia." v. Pre/e fFtrki.voi.v. 
p. 303; but Moms had drawn a difierentconclulion. " An deibmiita- 
lem tibi vitio rerterem, qui Mlum etiam credidi maxime, poltquam, 
tfui frigjixam Peemaliius eamptuUm ianem illamvidi?" Salmafiua re- 
proaches him with the lofs of hia beauty. " Male ifto magnam partem 
tUK pulchritudinis dcperiiile, pro eo ac debeo, doleo ; nam in ocniis 
maxime viget ac valet fbrmx decua, quid Itali nunc dicerent.ii te vide- 
rent cum ifta tua fxda lippitudine." Sabnai. Rejp, p> 15. I have 
heard that an original portrait of Milton (about thirty years of age) has 
been difcovered by Mr. R. Lemon of the State Paper Office. 

** In this he differed from hb friends the Puritans : fee delcriptioD of 
the Puritan hair craffid in Cil. Huubin/tn'i Memnrtt and Ice Htatfi 
Perjiui, p. 105. 

" See Fenliin'i Nstei en Waller, p. cii. 
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Wi%ht, found John Miltcm in a fmall chamber hung 
with nifty green^ fitting in an elbow chair, and drefled 
neatly in black ; pale^ but not cadaverous ; his hands and 
fingers gouty» and with chalk-ftones. He ufed alio to 
fit in a gray coarie doth coat, at the door of his houfe 
near Bnnhill Fields» in warm funny weather, to enjoy the 
frefii air. And ib, as well as in his room, he received 
the vifits (^people of diftit^uifhed parts, as well as qua- 
lity." 

His domeftic habits were thofe of a fevere and tem- 
perate ftudent. He drank little wine, and kd without 
any luxurious delicacy of choice. In his youth, he ftu- 
died till midnight ; but warned by the early decay of fight, 
and hk diibrdered health, he afterwards changed his 
hours, and refted in bed ^ from nine till four in the fum- 
mer, and five in the winter months. If at thefe hours 
he was nc^ dxfpofed to rife, he had a perfon by his bed- 
fide to read to him."* When he had rifen, he had a 
chapter in the Hebrew Bible read to him, and ftudied 
till twelve. He then took fome cxercife for an hour in 
his garden, dined, played on the organ, and either fang 
himielf, or made his wife fing, who had a good voice. 



" RicbardfoiCs Life of Milton, 1734, p. iv. 

^ The bed on which Milton died was given by Mr. Hollis to Aken- 
fide the poet> who was delighted with the prefent. See Hollis* s Me- 
moirs, p. 1 1 2. 

^ Milton had taught his two younger daughters to pronounce exadUy 
the Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Italian, Spanifli, and French, without un- 
derftanding the meaning of the languages. This at length became fo 
irkfome, that, on their expreffing their uneafinefs, they were fent out to 
learn embroidery. Sec. Elwood, Ed. Philips, and Skinner read to him. 
He ufed to fay, in his daughters' hearing, that one tongue was enough 
for a woman, v. Philip/ Life, p. 42. Milton's memory and learning 
were almoft as wonderful as his genius ; and after he grew blind, it is 
not likely that he would defire to have any foreign books read to him, 
but fuch as he was well acquainted with. See Beattie^s EJfays, p. 273. 
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though not z mufical ear. He t^n ftudied till fix ; en- 
tertained his vilitors'* till eight; and flipped upon olives, 
or fomc light thing,'^ and after a pipe of tobacco, and a 
glafs of water, went to bed. That Milton and his wife 
ufed to dine in the Idtchen^ as appears in the affidavit of 
their maidfervant, Mary Fiftier, I fuppofe might be owing 
to the homely and fimple cuftom of the times among 
plun people, and cannot be adduced as a mark of poverty 
or mcannefs." 

He compofed much in the night and morning, and 
diAated in the day, fitting obliquely in an elbow chair, 
with his leg thrown over the arm. Fortune, as Johnfbn 
obferves, appears not to have had much of his care. He 
loft] by different cafualties, about four thoufand pounds: 
yet his wants were fo few, and his habits of life fo unex- 
penlive, that he was never reduced to indigence. He 
fold part of his library before his death,'' and left his 
widow about fifteen hundred pounds. She fold the re- 

" " He waa vificed by the leirncd, much more thsn he did ddire." 
V. jfiiSrej Lett, vol. ui. p. 443. "Foreigner» came much to lee him, uid 
admired him, and offered to him great prefennenta to come over to them ; 
and the only inducement of feveral forcignerj that cune over, wai to fee 
O. Protestor and Mr, J. Milton : and would fee the isu/e and chamber 
where he wai born. He was much more admired abroad than at 
home. " 

" It wat when he vrat inlirm and fick, that he addrefled hit wife, aa 
Mary Fiftier telli us fhe overheard, " Who having provided fomcching 
for deceafed't dinner which he very well liked, he fpake to hia laid wife, 
thefe or the like words, as near as this deponent can remember. ' God 
have mercy, Betty, I fee thou wilt perform according to thy promife, in 
providing me fuch difhes as I think fit while I live ; and when I die, 
thou knowell I have left thee all.' " Milton had two fervant-maids, 
Mary and Elizabeth Filher. See his Will. His man-lervant was B. 
Green. See Milton's Agreement in the Appendix. 

^ Milton was in tolerable circumAances. See yaekft^t Tburtj Ltt' 
ten, p. Z3+. 

'* He is faid to have borrowed fifty pounds of Jonathan Hartop of 
Aldborough in Vorkfhire, who died in 1791, at the age of 138. He 
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mainder of the Poet's books to a bookTeller at Shrewi^ 
btny. Fenton iays^ ^^ Though he abode in the heritage 
of oppreilbrSy and the fpoils of the country lay at his feet, 
neither his confcience, nor his honour could ftoop to 
gather them." 

It has been agreed by all, that he was of an equal and 
cheerful temper, and pleaiing and inftrudtive in converfa- 
tion.*^ His daughter faid, **her father was delightful 
company, the life of the converfation ; and that^ on ac- 
count of a flow of fubjedl:, and an imafieded cheerfulness 
and civility." Richardfbn fays, ^^ that Milton had a gra- 
vity in his temper, not melancholy, or not till the latter 
part of his life ; not (bur, nor morofe, or ill natured, but 
a certain ierenity of mind, a mind not condefcending to 
little things : " and Aubrey adds, '^ that he was fadri- 
cal. " " 

His literature was unqueftionably immenfe ; his adver- 
iaries admitted that he was the mod able and acute fcho* 
lar living. With the Hebrew, and its two dialedls, he 
was well acquainted, in the Greek, Latin, Italian, French, 
and Spanifh languages, he was eminently (killed. In La- 

fetoraed the loan with honour, though not without much difficulty, as 
liit circnmffauices were very low. Mr. Hartop would have declined 
lecenring it, but the pride of the Poet was equal to his genius, and he 
fent the money with an angry letter, which was found among the cu- 
rious pofleffions of the venerable old man.'' See Eafton*s Human Lon- 
getntyy p. 241, (a book however of little authority). Toland fays, 
** towards the latter part of hb time he contraSed his library, both be- 
caafe the heirs he left could not make a right ufe of it, and that he 
thought he might fell it more to their advantage than they could be able 
to do themfelves. v. Life^ p. 142. 

• Sec Newtoifs Life, p. xci. 

^ '' In the Paradift Loft, indeed in every one of his poems, it is Mil- 
ton bimfelf vf\iom yon fee. His Satan, his Adam, Raphael, a/moft bis 
Bvi, — are all John Milton, and it is a (en(e of this intenie egotifm that 
gives me the greateft pleafure in reading Milton's Worb. The egotifm 
of fuch a man is a revelation of (pirit." See Cohridgis Table Talk, 
vol. ii. p. 240. 
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tin, his knowledge was fuch, as to place him in the firft 
rank of writers and critics. He himfelf relates that his 
round of ftudy and reading was ceafelefs ; and that his life 
had not been unexpenfive in learning and voyaging about. 
The claflical books, in which he moft delighted, were 
Homer, whofe two poems, Toland fays, he could almoft 
repeat without book, Ovid's ** Metamorphofes, and Eu- 
ripides ; his copy of the latter poet, with fome critieal 
obfervations in the margin, was in the pofleilion of the 
late Sir Henry Halford,*^ Lord Charlemont, deicend* 
ed from a fitter of Mr. King, the Lycidas of MiltxHi, 
poflefied his Lycophron, in which are fome remarks writ- 
ten in his clear and beautiful hand. As a further proof 
of the diligence and exadtnefs with which he read books 
of not common occurrence, I fliall mention, that I have 
feen a copy of the Sonnetti of Varchi that belonged to 
him, in which the moft curious expreffions, and the more 
poetical pafiages were underlined, and marked with extra- 
ordinary care. He is faid to have read Plautus repeat- 
edly, in order " to rail with more choice phraie at Salma- 
fius." Plato and Demofthenes are fuppofed to have been 
his favourite authors in Greek profe ; and among the Ro- 
man hiftorians, he has decreed to Salluft^ the palm of 
fuperiority. His fkill in Rabbinical literature, in which 

^ Deborah, his daughter, informed Dr. Ward, that '* Ifaiah, Homer, 
and Ovid, were works which they were often called to read to their 
fether." fn his Prolufiones, p. 81, he calls " Ovidius poetanun clc- 
gantillimus." 

^ T. Warton has traced this book from its pofTeiTor, Biihop Hare, in 
1 740, to Mr. Cradock, who bequeathed it to Sir Henry Halibrd. See 
his Milton t p. 569. See (bme letters concerning it in Cradock* s Me- 
moirs , vol. iv. p. 137 — 140. Milton's emendations of the text arc 
given, I think, in JodrelPs Euripides. Milton's Copy of Aratus with 
his Autograph and MS. Notes, formerly in the pofTeifion of Mr, Up- 
ton, is now in the Britifli Mufeum. 

•* See his Latin Letters y (ed. 1674) p. 53. 
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he has not been followed by his commentators, was unu- 
futlly great. Of the Englifh poets, it is faid he fet moft 
value on Spenier, Shakefpeare, and Cowley. Spenfer** 
was apparently his favourite. Of Jonfbn, Mr. GifFord 
&ySy Milton was the unwearied, though unnoticed fol- 
lower. Dr.'^Johnfbn feems furprifed at his approbation 
of Cowley, a poet whofe ideas of excellence are fb differ- 
ent from his own ; thefe are fafts for which it is difficult 
to account; Scaliger preferred Statins to Virgil ; and who 
would have fuppofed that Rubens could have faid, if he 
were not Rubens, he would wifh to be Poelemberg ? 

That Milton read the works of thofe dramatic poets 
who were the contemporaries or fucceflbrs of Shakefpeare, 
is evident, from his having tranfplanted fome of their beau- 
tiful expreffions into his works : and he mentions in his 
Apology for Smedtymnus, that he was much enamoured 
of romances in his youth. His charafter of Dryden was, 
that he was a good rhymifl, but no poet ; for we may 
well fuppofe that the charms of Dryden's poetry pof- 
fefled few attraAions for his mind, which had long been 
formed in other models and in another fchool. 

The political opinions of Milton were thofe of a tho- 
rough republican, which Johnfon thinks was founded on 
an envious hatred of greatnefs, and a fuUen defire of in- 
dependence.^ This conclufion is fo uncharitable and un- 
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Milton acknowledged to me that Spenfer was his original^" v. 
Drydff^s Pref, to bis Fables, p. xx. and Ded, to Juvenal, p. 1 26. For 
hb chandler of Milton, fee EJfay on Satan, vol. xiii. p. i j, ed. Scott, 
and p. 112, vol. xviii. p. 239. 

" The bard who next the new-born faint addreft 
Has Milton for his wondrous Poem bleft." 

Sec MaUn^s Suppl, to Shakefpeare, vol. i. p. 686. Pearce fays, that 
** he could point out to Bentley, * a hundred words (I believe) in Mil- 
ton to be met with in no author before him.' " vol. v. p. 198. 

*• Sec fFard*s EJfay on the Revolution of 1688, vol. i. pp. 43, 50, 
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juft, that It muft recoil with injury on him who made it. 
No one can read Milton's writings, or contemplate his 
life, without being perfuaded that his firil defire was the 
freedom, and through that, the happinefs of his country. 
Other great and good men were republicans as well as 
Milton ; and who amid the difficulties of thofe evil days, 
was to diredt his line of conduft fo clearly as to fay, that no 
other courfe could be purfued with innocence and fefety ? 
I am not called upon to exprefs an opinion as to the 
juftice of the caufe which he efpoufed ; a queftion which 
includes a multitude of relations, and is fpread through 
too great a variety of circumftances, and muft indeed be 
deduced through too minute explications, to admit of be- 
ing comprehended in a work like this ; but I am bound 
to vindicate his charafter from the charge of being influ- 
enced in his great patriotic exertions by any feelings but 
thofe of a good and elevated nature. Men of moft en- 
lightened minds, of inflexible virtue, and of the moft de- 
voted attachment to their country, fincere and moft ftu- 
dious of the public happinefs, were feen oppoied to each 
other in the ienate and the field. The fame arguments 
do not operate with the fame force on different minds ; 
" In all the public contefts we have had," fays Algernon 
Sydney, *^men of good judgment and integrity have fill- 
ed both parties.'* There was a great and complicated 
queflion before them, the dangers and difficulties of which 
thickened as it advanced : good and brave men looked on 
it in different fhades of fbrrow or of hope, according to 
their tempers or habits of thought ; and that which Mil- 
ton contemplated as the bright dawning of a more glo- 
rious day, came lowering with fuch clouds and darknefs, 
as to fink the virtuous heart of Falkland even to defpair. 



54, on Charles and the Parliament; HallanCs Conftitutional Hifi^ry, 
vol. ii. p. 215 ; Blackftpne^s Commentaries ^ vol. i. p. 412. 
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'* I know/' fays Mr. Coleridge, " no portion of hiftorjr 
which a nian may write with fo much pleafure as that of 
the great ftruggle in the time of Charles the Firft, becaufe 
he may feel the profoundeft refpedt for both parties. The 
fide taken by a particular perfon was determined by the 
point of view which fuch perfon happened to command 
at the commencement of the inevitable collijiony one line 
(eeming ftraight to this man, another line to another. 
No man of his age faw the truth — the whole truth. 
There was not light enough for that." ^ 

Harrington" had obferved, " that the troubles of the 
times were not to be attributed wholly to wilfulnefe or fac- 
tion, ndther to the mifgovernment of the prince, nor the 
ftubbomnefs of the people, but to a change in the balance 
of property, which fince Henry the Seventh's time had 
been daily falling into the fcale of the commons, from that 
of the king, and the lords ; *^ thus, as a fenfible and tem- 
perate writer obferves, the opulence and independence of 
the commons tended to produce a popular government, 
and the introduction of mercenary armies to aggrandize 
the crown. Hence the conteft between the king and the 

" Sec CoUrUge's Table Talk, vol. ii. p. 170. 

* Sec Bumefs Introd. to Milton* s Profe Works 9 vol. i. p. 9. 

* That a change in the balance of property, cauied the troubles, (ee 
Life of Harrington, pt. xv. 410. p. 65, " nor was there any thing now 
wanting to the deilmdion of the throne, but that the people, not apt to 
fee their own ftrength, (hould be put to feel it, &c." (Oceana) i again, 
p. 366, ** The growth of the people of England, fince the time noticed, 
of the nobility and clergy in the reign of Q^ Elizabeth, to men that flood 
with the intent or indeed the nature and poflibility of a well-founded or 
durable monarchy, was now prefently perceived, but withal temporized 
in council," &c. (the art of lawgiving) "From the reign of Edward I. to 
go no farther backward," fays Mr. Coleridge, " there was a fpirit of 
freedom in the people at large, which all our kings in tbeir fenfes were 
cautious not to awaken by too rudely treading on it y but for individuals, 
as fuch, there was none till the confiiSl with the Stuarts.** Literary Re- 
mains, vol. iii. p. 185. 
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people, the one to extend lus pien^atrr^ the other to 
augment thdr privil^es.*' The petition of rig^ cxil- 
leded the grievances of the nation into <Hie view, and 
ftated the acknowledged limits a( the prerc^ative, and 
the undifputed rights of the people^" Potting afide all fa- 
vourite and partial views, and looking at the (jtieftirai iridi 
an equal indiffinence, it may be find, that aiJ moft hav» 
leen the neceffity of amending the mantur in which the 
government was condufted, what wonder if fome otjeAed 
even to the form ? The difpute in fa&^ as Dr. Balgoy 
oblerves, was a confltA between g o ve rn ors wIki ruled by 
will not by law ; and AibjeAs who would xvOt Aifier the 
Uw itfelf to control their aaions." Milton might have 
defp^red (for he had no example at home before him) of 
feeing that limited and legal mooarchy, which we never 
po/reHed till the retgn of the Stuarts had paiTed away : 
and which for the flrft time ereded the fafety of the throne 
on the fecured liberty of the fulled, and the inviolidile 
laniftity of the laws. Periods like the one we are con- 
templating, occaiionally recurring, and long and lecretly 
prepared, produce, when they arrive, great ferment and 
delire of change in the minds of men : nor muft we too 
feverely blame thofe who in the ardour of hope afpire to 
a perfedion that human inftitutions have never reached, 
and who, dilgufted with the real abufes of the paft, would 
turn to the imaginary advantages of the future. " It was 

» " We fcarcc ever had a Prince" &y) Borke, " who by fiwid or vio- 
lence hid not made fome infringement on the conftimcion j we fcarce 
ever had a Parliament which I knew, where it attempted to fct limits 
to the royal authority, or to fet limiu to its own. Evils attacked con- 
tinually calling for reformation, and TefbrmatioDs more grlevoos than any 
evils." See Burkes Vine of Nat. Secietj, p. 59. 

" Sec on this fubjcft, Hurd'i Dialsgties, Warhurtti^t Ltlteri t» Mr. 
Ttrk, Kin^i jfaecJetei efbis tan Times, Hallam's Cenft. Hift. vol. i. 
p. 570. Ljltleitn't Hifi. of Henry II. vol. i. Prf. may be confulted 
with advantage. 
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the error of Milton,'* fays Mr. Coleridge, "Sidney and 
odiers of that age, to think it poffible to conftruft a pure 
and ariftocratic government independent of all pailion, and 
ignorance and fordid natyre/' Milton wiftied for a re- 
pabliC) beft fecuring, as he thought, the liberty and hap- 
jiaeCs of the people; great then was his indignation, when 
he iaw the prefbyterian fynod throw away furplice and 
ooiptj and yet put on all but the old epifcopal robes ; and 
the man of ** little lefe than divine virtue," the father of 
his country, the leader of her armies, the mod glorious of 
her citizensy the founder and protedor of her liberty ; 
him who had defpifed the name of king for majefty, yet 
more majeftic;^* whom God manifeftly favoured, that 
he was in all things his helper ! when he faw this bold 
imperious ufurper put off the Puritan's cloak, lay down 
his battered breaftplate, and " ftepping on the neck of 
crowned fortune,"" take pofleflion of the empty throne. 
He hated Popery, as it was flavifti, ignorant, antichrif- 
txan, and idolatrous : deep therefore was his forrow, when 
he (poke of the cUflbluteneis of a returning court, of a 
queen in mod likelihood outlandifti and a Papift, and a 
queen mother with their fumptuous court, and numerous 
train. In difappointment and difguft he turned away from 
fights like thefe, to contemplate the example of the United 
Provinces, which he calls a potent and flouriftiing repub- 



^ Such are the expreilions ufed relating to Cromwell, and the titles 
given to him by Milton, in The Second Defence, ^c. Milton wrote 
two letters to Cromwell, one in favour of Marvell, one with his Second 
Defenee^ iee BircFs Life, p. xl. Cromwell was highly gifted as a 
preacher, as well as diilinguiflied as a warrior ; witnefs hb learned, de- 
vout, and confcientious exerciie held at Mr. Peter Temple's, Lincoln's- 
Inn-Fields, upon Romans xiiL i. See Scott's Dry den, vol. x. p. 141. 

" Compare jfm, Marcellinus, lib. xxv. p. 4. " Felicitas ita eminet, ut 
ipfis quodammodo cervicibus futura aliquandiu gubematricis coadlus, 
&c " 
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licl»* "The moft difficult paflagc,"fey9 Mr. CjunpbdT» 
*' of Milton's life, for his biographers to comment on with 
entire fatts£aAion> is his continued awe and terror of Crom-' 
well's anger, after Cromwell had become a tyrant Norwas 
he unCEtndid to deny that his fear of the return of the Sto- 
arts, the fy mptoms of his having been feldom at the Ufuip- 
er's court, and the circumflance of his having given his 
advice to fpare the liberties of the people, form fomc apo- 
logy for this negative adherence. But if the people, ac- 
cording to his own ideas, were capable of liberty after 
Cromwell's death, they were equally fo before it : and a 
refignation of his profit under the Defpot would have 
been a better and fuller iacrifice to public principles, than 
any advice. From ordinary men this is more than could 
be expeded, but Milton preached to others fuch anfbr- 
ity of duty, that in proportion to the altitude of his cha- 
rader, the world, which looked to his principle, had a 
right to expeft his praftical virtue to be fevere."" 

The biographers of Milton, when fpeaking of his fii- 
mily, have mentioned his brother Chriftopher, and his fit- 
ter Anne. It appears by a more diligent inquiry, that 
the names of two other fillers, Tabitha and Sarah, are 
mentioned in the baptifmal regifter, and the death of Sar- 
rah only is recorded. Chriftopher was a royalift, and af^ 
ter his brother's death became a judge. In the rebellion 
he compounded for his eftate, the fine levied upon him 
being two hundred pounds. He long refided at Ipfwich, 
and in a neighbouring village,** and was buried in the 
porch of St. Nicholas, in March, 1 692. He was kiughted 
by James the Second. Philips fays of him that he was a. 



** Yet on the Republic of the United Prorinces, fee tlw ft 
■ CliuKh of England man, in Swi/yt MifeeiUniei, vtA. i. p. tij. 

" Cawtfhtlfi Sptcimtms tftbt E»glijb Pteti, vol. iv. p. 164. 

** The honle where he lived, I underfiand, ij near the church in the 
Tillage of Rufluncrc, was a fann-houlc, and hat been laKl^ altered. 
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peribn of a modeft and quiet temper, preferring juftice 
and yirtue before all worldly pleafure and grandeur, but 
that in the beginning of the reign of James the Second, 
for his known integrity and ability in law, he was by fbme 
perfims of quality recommended to the king, and at a call 
of ferjeants received the coif, and the fame day was fwom 
erne of the Barons of the exchequer : and foon after made 
one of the judges of the Common Pleas : but his years 
and indifpofidon not well brooking the fatigue of public 
employment, he continued not long in either of thefe fta- 
ticms, but having his " Quietus eft " retired to a country 
life, his ftudy and devotion. This is the perfon whom 
Dn Synunons calls an '^ old dotard." Toland's account 
of him certainly is lefs favourable, he fays, <' that he was 
of a very fuperftitious nature, and a man of no parts or 
ability, and that James, wanting a fet of judges that could 
declare his will to be fuperior to our legal conftitution, 
appointed him one of the Barons of exchequer." His (if- 
ter Anne was married firft to a Mr. Philips, and after his 
death to a Mr. Agar ; by her firft huft)and fhe had two 
ions, Edward and John, whom Milton educated, who 
were perfbns of devemefs and learning : and both of whom 
were authors.^ Edward's afiedtion and refpeft for his 
uncle is difplayed in every page of his biography. Milton 
had children only by his firft wife ; and three daughters, 
Anne, Mary, and Deborah were the fruits of his marriage." 
Anne, though deformed, married, and died in childbed. 

^ Their biography has been written by Mr. Godwin in an enter* 
taining and interefUng volume. 

* Dr. Birch tranfcribed the regifby of the birth of Milton's children 
from his own writing, in a blank leaf of his wife's bible ; his fon John 
was bom on Saturday, March i6, i6$o. His three daughters each re- 
ceived loo/. as their fortune, from their flepmother Elizabeth, and the 
three receipts bearing their three iignatures were (old among the books 
and manufcripts of James Bofwell, Efq. in 182$, fee alio Mr. Todd^s 
Life^ (firft ed.) p. 1 86, note. 
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Mary died fingle. Deborah, the youngeft, married Abra- 
ham Clark, a weaver, in Spitalfields, and lived feventy- 
fix years to Auguft, 1727. Thi3 is the daughter of whom 
public mention is made. She could repeat, as Profeilbr 
Ward of Grefham College, related on his own knowledge 
the firft lines of Homer, of the Metamorphofes, and fome 
of Euripides from having ofiten heard them. To her 
Addtfon made a prefent, and Queen Caroline fent her a 
purfe of fifty guineas, ^e is reported to have been the 
favourite of her father ; though in confequence of a dif- 
agreemcnt with her ftepmother, three or four years before 
Milton's death, fhe left his houfe and went to rcfidc with 
a lady named Merian in Ireland. On being fhown a pcH^ 
trait which ftrongly rcfembled Milton, flie exclaimed mth 
tranfport, *Tis my father! 'tis my dear father!" When 
flie was introduced to Addifon, he faid, " Madam, you 
need no other voucher, your face is a fufEcient tefljmo- 
nial whofe daughter you are."*' She appeared to be a 
woman of good fenfe, and genteel behaviour, and to bear 
the inconveniences of a low fortune with decency and pni- 
dence. Milton fays, in his will, that he fpent the greateft 
part of his eftate in providing for his children in his life 
time ; I prefume that he fpeaks of the expenfe of their 
education, and their maintenance on a feparate eftablifh- 
ment, while learning curious and ingenious forts of ma- 
nufadure,*' and embroidering in gold and filver. The 

* It was when Failhome's cnyon-drawing was fhown to her by 
Vercue the engraver, that ftie cried out, "Oh Lord ! that b the piflure 
of my father ! how came you by « ? " and ftroking down the hair of 
her forehead, ftie faid, " juft fo my &ther wore his hair." v. T*ii't 
Milieu, (fecond ed.) p. 137. 

* See Bircl^s Life, p. Ixxvj, and fee a letter from Vertue the en- 
graver, to Mr. Chriftian (Aug, iz, 1721,) In Gent. Mag. May, 1831, 
p. 419. 

" " Anne Milton is lame, but hath a trade, and can live by the fame, 
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ftory of their furreptidoufly felling their father's books 
during his life^ refts on the teftimony of a maid fervant 
alone, whom the biographers are difindined to believe ; 
but that they were undutiful and unkind children, care- 
leis of him when blind, and deferting him in his age, we 
have unfortunately the authority of Milton himielf.^ 

The laft known furvivor of die Poet's family was Eli- 
zabeth, the daughter of this Deborah Clark, ^ who mar- 
ried Thomas Fofter, a weaver, in Spitalfields. She kept 
a finall chandler's fhop near Shoreditch Church. In 1750, 
April 5th, Comus was played for her benefit. The pro- 
fits of the night were only a hundred and thirty pounds.^ 
Of this film, fays Johnfon, twenty pounds were given by 
Tonfbn, a man who is to be pratfed as often as he is 

which IB the nuddng of gold and filver lace, and which the deceaM bred 
her np to.*' Elix. Fifier's Depofition. 

• See Todd^s Life, p. 290. Philips* s Life, p. Ixvi. prefixed to Mil- 
foils Profe Works, ed. Pickering. It appears that his daughters lived 
quite apart from their father the laft four or ^wt years of his life : and 
that he knew little about them, nor whether they frequented church or 
aot. See Cbriftofher Milton* s Depofition, p. 274, ed. Todd. 

^ Caleb Claris her ion, was parifh clerk of Madras. His children 
were the laft defcendants of the Poet, but of them nothing fiu-ther is 
known. See Mr. Hawkins's Note in Newton* s Life, p. cxi. Dr. Birch 
nurates the conveHation he held with Mrs. Fofter, who told lum that 
Milton's fecond wife did not die in childbed, as Philips and Toland af- 
ibt, but about three months after of a confumption, v. p. Izxvii. 

*• The above account by Dr. Johnfon is not quite correal. The re- 
ceipts of the houfe were 147/. 14/. 6^. from wluch 80/. were deduced 
for expenies. Such is the ftatement of Mr. Is. Reed. Some accounts 
of circumftances that led the public attention towards Milton's grand- 
daughter may be feen in Hollis*s Mem. p. 116. An Advertiiement of 
Johnfbn's firft fi^gefted fome plan of relief. It is in BofweWs Life, 
vol. i. p. 196. 

Voltaire fays he was in London at the time. '' J'etais a Londres 
qoand on apprit qu'il y avoit une fille de Milton aveugle, vielle et pau- 
vre, en un quart d'heure elle fut riche." See Correfpond, Generale, vol. 
74, tom. vii. p. 401. 
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named ; one hundred pounds were placed in the funds, 
the reft augmented thnr little ftock, with which they re- 
moved to Iflington. Johnfon clofes liis life of Milton 
by informing us that he had the honour of contributing 
the Prologue to the play. Mrs. Foller died, aged 66^ in 
the year 1754." Of the defcendents of Sir ChriAopher 
Milton, fome account is given in the Life of Milton by 
Newton. 

It only now remains to give a fliort account of a Trea- 
tife of Theology, bearing the name of Milton, lately dif- 
covcred. Toland, in his Life of Milton, had informed 
us that he compiled a fyftem of divinity, but whether in- 
tended for public view, or colleded merely for his own 
ufe, he could not determine ; and Aubrey affords further 
particulars, by mentioning that Milton's Idea TheoI(^se 
was in manufcript in the hands of Mr, Skinner, a mer- 
chant's Ton in Mark Lane. Wood mentions Cyriack 
Skinner as the depofitory of this work, which he calls 
" The Body of Divinity," at that time, or at leaft lately 
in the hands of Milton's acquaintance Cyriack Skinner. 
It is welt known that this treatife was difcovered with the 
name of Milton attached to it, by Mr. Lemon in the 
State Paper Office a few years fince. It appears, that Mr. 
Daniel Skinner commenced a correfpondence with the ce- 
lebrated Elzevir the printer at Amfterdam, on the fub* 
jeft of the State Letters, and the Theological Treatife of 
Milton. Skinner was at that time fellow of Trinity Col- 
lege, Cambridge. Of the Letters, and of the firft one 
hundred and ninety-fix pages of the Treatife, he had been 
the copyift. He is fuppofed alio to have been one of 

^ On Thurltlay laft. Ma/ 9, 1754, died at Iflington, in Uk 66th 
year of her age, after a long and painful illnefi, which the fuflained with 
chriftian fortitude and patience, Mn. Elizabeth Poller, granddaughter of 
Milton. Thii par^raph from a contemporaty newfpaper, ti prdcrvcd 
in the Memoln o/T. HoUis, vol. i. p. 114. 
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tfaofe whom Milton had daily about him to read to him. 
On in^Aion of the Manufcript, Elzevir was alarmed at 
the freedom of the political and theological opinions ad- 
vanced in it, and declined printing it. Skinner took away 
the manufcript, which had by this time attracted the at- 
tention of the government. Ifaac Barrow^ then mafter of 
Trin. G>11. fent a peremptory order to Skinner to repair 
immediately to college^ and warned him againft publifhing 
any wridng mifchievous to the church and ftate. It is 
liot known with exaftnefs when Skinner returned to Eng- 
land, but he had an interview with Sir Jofeph William- 
fon, fccretary of ftate ; and it hjuppofed that he delivered 
up the manuscripts to him. The remainder of the trea- 
tiie is written in a female hand, the fame which tranicribed 
the fbnnet^ 

Methought I iaw my late efpoufed &int, 

now among the manufcripts at Cambridge, and this fcribe 
is fuppofed to have been his daughter Mary or Debo- 
rah. ^ This part of the volume is interfpcrfed with in- 
terlineations and corrections in a different and unknown 
hand. The whole treatife repofed on the fhelves of the 
old State Paper Office in Whitehall till the year 1823, 
when Mr. Lemon, the Deputy Keeper, difcovered it, loofe- 
ly wrapped up in two or three fheets of printed paper 
which proved to be the proof fheets of Elzevir's Horace, 
The State Letters were in the fame parcel, and the whole 
was inclofed in a cover direded to Mr. Skinner, Mer- 
chant.*^ 



^ Milton's granddaughter aflerted that he would not allow his daughters 
to be taught to write: but Aubrey mentions that his youngeft daughter 
was his amanuenfis» and it appears that Mrs. Poller was miflaken alfo 
in other particulars. 

^ Sec Skinner's Letter to Pepys on this Manufcript, Pepys* Corref^ 
pondence, vol. i. p. 169-181« and vol. ii^ p. 297. 
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The title of the work is " De Dodrina Chriftiana, ** 
ex facris dumtaxat librls petita, difquifitionuin lihii duo 
pofthumi ; " but it is fuppofed to have been chofen after 
Milton's death, by thofe into whofe pofleffion the manu- 
fctipt had pafled. When it was difcovered, it was placed 
in the hands of Dn Sumner, then chaplain to his \s^ Ma- 
jefty, in conjundion with Mr. Sidney Walker, by whom 
it was carefully edited ; and who alfo gave to the public 
a very elegant and exaft tranfladon. 

Milton, it ieems, was difladsfied with the bodies of di* 
vinity that were publifhed, obfcuted by fchool terms and 
metaphyfical nodons, and ^' he deemed it fafeft, and moft 
advifable to compile for himfelf, by his own labour and 
fludy, fome original treadfe, which fliould be always at 
hand, derived folely from the work of God htmielf." 
This work confifts of two books, endded **Of the Know- 
ledge of God, and of the Service of God/* The firft 
book is divided into thirty-three chapters, embracing 
mendon of all the important dodtrines of religious jfiuth. 
The fecond book, confifting of feventeen chapters, in- 
cludes a fummary of the Dudes of Man ; and the work 
opens with a dignified and impreflive falutadon. '^ John 
Milton, to all the churches of Chrift, and to all who pit>- 
fefs the Chriftian faith, throughout the world, peace, and 
the recognition of the truth, and eternal falvation in God 
the Father, and in our Lord Jefus Chrift.** 

This treadfe has fully proved what had been pardally 
and reluftantly fufpefted before, that Milton had, in his 
later years, adopted the opinions of Arianifin ;^ and a mi- 



^ This treatife was written in Latin ; he has expreiled regret that his 
treatiies on Divorce were not written in the fame language; for Milton 
never courted public or vulgar applauie ; his infcription on the tnds he 
gave to Trin. Coll. Dublin fpeaks his fentiments. " Faucis hujus modi 
ledoribus content^s.** 

^ Is it not extraordinary that Dr. Symmons (hould aflcrt that Mil- 
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nute infpeAion of his other works has fliown their agree- 
ment, in fentiment and expreflion with this lamented 
herefy."* It is generally allowed that this treatife is bar- 
ren of recondite learning,^' or ingenious difquifition ; and 
that it abounds more in {cholaftic Ibbtleties than might 
be ex p e ft ed from one who was conftantly cenfuring them 
in others ; but that it is written in a tone of calmnefs and 
moderation, without any polemical fiercenefs, or perfonal 
hoflility. Milton had funk his animofities in the fane- 
tity and importance of his AibjeA ; he was now dilcufling 
matters of much higher moment than the downfall of a 
** luxurious hierarchy" or the ftrudure of particular 
chtirches. He was " teaching over the whole book of 
&n€dtf and virtue." 

Milton, fays one of his lateft biographers, commenced 
his wanderings in religious belief, from Puritanifm to 
Calvinifin, from Calvinifm to an efteem for Arminius, 
and finally &om an accordance with the independents and 
anabaptifts, to a derelidion of every denomination of 
Prcrteftants, changes which were firft debuled by Toland, 
and which, with the fufpicion of his Arianifm, have not 
dcaped the notice of a French writer. *' II ne faut pas 
etre forptis des principes errones de ce fbugoux republi- 

ton'» theolo^cal opiniotu were orthodox, and conJiIlent with the creed 
of the church of England 1 " The peculkrity of Milton'» religious o[m- 
uioBi had reference to church govenunenc, and the externals of devo- 
tkm." V. Lifi,p. 5B9. Johnfon aiTerta the fame, but undoubtedly he 
had not read Milton's work» with that fcrutiny and care, which have 
enabled later editors to difcover the truth. Mr. Todd'j words are a 
repetition of Johnfon's. See Bijhtp af St. DariJ'i eJ. ofMilttnan 
TYm Rtligian^ p. 1. Trapp had aiTerted that P. L. was •' er omni 
parte orthodoxnin," or he would not have tranflaCed it. 

" "Milton't Ofnnions," fays Dr. Sumoer, " are nearly Arian. He 
differed trom Ariu» in m^niaining that the Son is confubftantial with 
the Father." 

" See 75^.^1 Life, (fecond ed.), p. 307. 
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aan. eh matiirt de religion, puilqu'il fut de toutes les 
feAes, et qu'il flnit par n'etre d'aucune. Dans fes poemes 
epiques il parle de Jefus Chrift en veritable Alien."* 
With r^ard to the eternal divinity of the Son, and tbe 
eflendal unity of the three divine perfons of Ae Godhead, 
the learned editor of this volume has pointed out great 
and important contradictions even in Faradife Loft ; and 
in Italy, it was on this ground, that under Benedidt tiie 
Fourteenth, the poem was a book profcribcd. 

The authenticity of this work has never, I believe, 
been queftioned, but by the learned and venerable Bifhop 
of Saliibury," who has been anxious to eftabiifti the evi- 
dence of Milton's orthodoxy ; and confequendy has found 
it neceflary to deny the genuinenefe of a work that has 
fpread into the wideft LatitiKlinarian principles ; but it 
has been maintained by Mr. Todd, according to my o{h- 
nion, with found and forcible arguments ; and to his 
work, conjointly with Dr. Sumner's preface, the reader 
is referred for information too copious to be transfinred 
into the prefcnt narrative." It is well known, that in 
the latter part of his life, Milton frequented no place of 
public worfliip ; and Bilhop Newton has given various 
conjectures on the fubjetft. It muft, however, be remem- 

" "TheArianuidSocbiuiRTCchuigedtodifpulea^aft thcTrinitf, 
yet they >ffinn to believe the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, accoidJng 
to Scripture and the Apoftolic Creed ; as for the tenns of Trinity, Tri- 
uniQT, CoeJTcntiility, Tripcrfooolity, and the like, they rcje^ them ■> 
fcholaftic nodons, not to be found in Scripture." t. TYtatift tfTrmi 
Religun, v. T^Uni'i Lift, p. 145. 

** See Prttefiant VnhM, a Treslife n Trut Rtli£un, fie, hf J. 
MUtoD, with ■ pre&ce on Milton's religious principles, aitd nnimpfirh- 
■ble fmcerity, by Thomas Burgeti, Bilhop of SaliflniTy, i826,8to. who 
conliden that Milton, and the Latin writer dc Dodrini Chrifiiaiil tie 
at variance on the fubje£l of Popery, r, p. xzzr. 

" See Ltrd Grtnvillt'i Ltlter im Hur/trJ't Lift *f Bargtfi, p. 
347—9- 
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bered that he was old, blinds and infirm, that he was hof- 
tUe to the Utui^ of the eflabli&ed church," and at the 
&mc time not attached to any particular feft ; that he had 
decidedly and for ever feparated from the Freibyterians, 
that he never frequented the churches of the Indepen- 
dents ;" and that his allowed liberty of belief hardly con- 
fifed with the tenets of any particular fe£t ; but we are 
teld that he never pafled a day without private meditation 
and ftudy of the Scriptures, and that fome" parts of his 
family frequented the offices of public prayer. Knowing 
his religious opinions, and confidering the great infirmi- 
ties of his health, who could have expeAed more f 
Toland^ tells us, " that in his early days he was a 

** " From Milton," f«yi Mr. Gifibrd, whole maliguilj I» the Hier- 
srtby it well known, " neither truth nor juftlce is to be expefted." 
V. B.Jtnfi^s Woris. vol.vi. p. 260. 

" Toland (tyt, " In hit middte yean he was beft pleaTed with the 
Indqtendetiti and Anabaptilb, as allowing of more liberty than others, 
«nd coming neareft, in his opinion, to the primitive prafltce." v. Life, 
p. I {I. It is well known, that one of hu biographers, Mr. Peck, con- 
fi<leied him to be a " Quaker," Newton fays, he was a fort of^Ulifi, 
■tad was fiill of the interior of religion, though he fo little regarded the 
exterior. He was, at all acknowledge, a religious man, and yet he did 
■ot freqnent « place of worihip. Whyf The groand is open, and each 
critic m^ advance his own opinion. Was it that he agreed with no 
rel^;ioui party I or was it that he was old, gouty, blind, and infirm I ■ 
Aifficient diTpenfation'furelyl 

■ See RieharJfin'i Life, and Jrcb. BUciBurne's Rrmarh an JobK- 
fnfi Life *f Milton, p. iii, and p. 160; and Mr. Beirhaietn' s Letter 
im Gtnt. Mtg. 03»ier, 1779. " Aflt each wimefle whether the par- 
det miniftrant (his daughters) were not, and are not great frequenters of 
the church and good liven." v. Milttn'i Will, ed. Taii, p. 169. 

" See Lift, p. i j i . The meafures of Archb. Laud, and the priva^ 
tioni rfhit exiled friend and preceptor, T. Young, appear firft to have 
alienated him from the iijiipline of the church ; averic to the gavtrnmtnt 
of the church at then conducted, he became, fuccelEvely, Puritan.Pref- 
byterian,and Independent ; without relinquifhing his religious principle, 
for thofe feAt were all Trinitarian In doflrine. He thought them all 
intolenmt of one another, and finally he left them alli and, after hu 
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fkvoma of thofe Proteflaots, then opprobrioufly called 
by the name of Puritans.* In his middle years he «as 
heft pleafed with the Independents and Anabaptifts, as 
allowing of more liberty than others, and coming neareft 
in his opinion to the primitive pra&ice. But in the lit- 
ter part of his life he was not a profefTed member of any 
particular fed, among Chriftians ; he firquented none of 
thdr aflemblies, nor made ufe of their peculiar rites in his 
family. Whether this proceeded from a diflike of timr 
uncharitable and endless dtlputes, and that love of domi- 
nion, or inclination to perfecution, which he iaid was s 
piece of popery, infeparable from all churches, or whether 
he thought one might be a good man without fubfcribing 
to any party, and that they had all in fome things cor- 
rupted the inftitutions of Jeftis Chrift, I mil by no means 
adventure to t^termine : for conjectures on fuch occasions 
are very uncert^n, and I never met with any of his ac- 
quaintance who could be pofitive in afligning the true 
reafons of his condud." 

Of this treatife, it is by all acknowledged, that it is 
written with a calm and confcientious delire for truth, 
like that of a man who had forgotten or difmiHed the 
favourite animofities of his youth, and who had retired 
within himfelf, in the dignity of ^e, to employ the un- 
impaired enei^ies of his intetleft on the moft important 
and awful fubjeA of inquiry. The haughtinefs of liis tem- 
per, the defiance of his manner, his fevere and floical pride, 
are no longer feen. He approaches the book of God with 



blindnefs, ceaTed to communicate with my public congreguioiu of ChriT- 
tians. (See £i^tf Burgf/j'j frtuftent Uni»n, p. xxiii.) But it ap- 
pears that he did not think himfelf excluded from the bleffing befiowcd 
by God on the Churches. See Book I. c. xxiz. 

"" On the different meaning) affixed to the word " PmritM" Cse 
Heylin'i Cert. Efiftel. p. i . See Hume's CharaAcr of the Iniiptnitntt 
and their Churches, in Setll's Drjden, vol. x. p. 140. 
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ut humUe and reverential feeling : and with fuch a difpo- 
fitkm of piety, united to & powerful an intelled, and fuch 
iminenie (lores of learning, who would not have eiqKAed 
to have feen the "ftar bright form" of Truth appear from 
oat the cloud ; but wherever we look, the pride of man's 
heart is lowered, and the weaknefs of humanity difplayed. 
Widi all his great qualifications for the removal of error, 
and the diibsvety of truth, he failed. His views appear too 
OoUted, his creed too abftraA and imaginative for general 
ufe. The religion which he fought was one that was not 
to be attached to any particular church, to be grounded 
on any fettled articles of belief, to be adorned with any 
extemd ceremonies, or to be illuftrated by any ftated 
forma of prayer. It was to dwell alone in its holy me- 
ditations, doiftered from public gaze, and fecluded within 
die humbler fan&uary of the adoring heart. If the be- 
liever felt it to be his duty to attach himfelf to any par- 
ticular church, that church was to be unconneded with 
the ftate. The minifters, if fuch were ncceflkry, were to 
be unpenfioned, perhaps unpaid by their congregations.'^ 
The iacraments were to be adminiftered, and the rites of 
burial and baptifm performed, by private and laick hands. 
Inftead of receiving inlbiiftion from the preacher, each 
individual, even the weakeft, according to the meafure of 
hii gifb, might inlbiiA and exhort his brethren. The 
apiahaa advanced in this work dif^r not only widely 
from thofe of the Church of England, but, I believe, 
from all the fedarian churches that exifl. With regard 
to his theological tenets, the moil remarkable are thofe 
which he avows on what is called the anthropopathy of 

** SttC»nJiitrathni »n removing Hireiiiigi,id..'&viin,tl,\o\.i. p. 169; 

it were to be wilhed the minifters were all cradefineii, &c On 

the difierent opinions held by the Se£Urics on the fubjcA, on the fup- 
port of thdr miniftcn. See Warlm'i Milla», p. 348 ( and TeJJ't 
MilUn, vol. V. p. 483. 
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God ; attributing to " God, a Spirit," human paffions, 
and a human form. '^ If (he fays) God habitually affigns 
to hunfelf the members and forms of a man, why fliould 
we be afraid of attributing to him what he attributes to 
himfelf." To which I prefume the anfwer would be, that 
fuch expreffions are ufed in the revelations of God' J will, 
to make it intelligible to man ;^ that the form of the re- 
velation is accommodated to the narrowne^ of man's 
underftanding, and the limited circle of his knowledge ; 
that it Q)eaks to him through analogy, and that it b no^ 
defigned to acquaint him abfblutely with the natUm of 

God. . ■ . • :.» 4 U» k. , 

He denies the eternal filiation of the Soft, his felf-ex- 
iftence, his co-equality, and co-^flentiality with the Fa* 
ther. He beKeves that the Son exifted in the beginning, 
and was the firft of the whole creatbn, iby whofe dele» 
gated power aU things were made in heaven and earth \ 
begotten, not by natural neceffity, butby the de^eeof 
the Father within the limits of time; endued with thedi«» 
vine nature and fubflance, but diftinft from the Father, 
and inferior to him. ^ One with the Father, in Love and 



T^ 



^ In the Edinburgh Rev, No, cviL Sept. 1831. In a ooie in their 
review ** of the State of Proteflantiim in Germany/' a paflage is quoted 
from Jortin, ** declaring that they who uphold the orthodox do^ine of 
the Trinity mull be prepared to afTert, * that J ejus Cbrifi is bis ton 
Father and his own Soh.* The confequence will be fo» whether they 
like it, or whether they like it not." — Be the words of Jortio what they 
may« and without any, re&rence tp his authority ; I mud beg [the re- 
viewer to confider (hat th^ words Father and Son are ufed in an analo- 
gous and figurative (enfe : and that the '* greateft caution is qeceflary 
not to conne£l with the terms Father and Son, when applied to the per- 
fons of the Holy Trinity, any ideas fimilar to thofe of humatf deriva- 
tion.'' Milton has guarded and qualified hb language by the ezpreifion 
— '< We do not (ay that God is in fafhion like unto man in a// his parts 
and members, hut that {^far as we are concerned to know) he is of that 
form which he attributes to himfelf in the facred writings;'' p. i8. 

•* The doctrine of the primitive church, of the catholic verity of our 
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unanimity of will ; and receiving every thing, in his filial 
as well as in his mediatorial charafter, from the Father's 
fffi.^ Thus his Arian herefies are divulged : but he 
fuUy acknowledges the fatisfadion and atonement made 
Iqr the death of Chrift, for the fins of men. The Holy 
Ghoft he confiders as inferior to the Father and the Son. 
Matter, he fays, is imperifhable and eternal, becaufe it 
not only is from God, but out of God, '' Non fblum a 
Deo, fed ex Deo." Hence the body is immortal as the 
foul. His argument on the lawfulnefs of polygamy is 
fingular indeed. What but the line which he adopted, 
of reaibning on the fimple text and literal words of the 
Scriptures, could have prevented his acknowledging, that 
from a manner of life peculiar to the nations of the Eafl, 
from the fcantinefs of population, from the fafety and 
ftrength derived from the unifon of large families, from 
the non-exiflence of civilized communities, from the pa- 
triarchal authority of the father of the family, and the ac- 
knowledged inferiority and dependence of the other mem- 

communion» is to reprefent the Deity as one eflence^ with a threefold per- 
feoal fobfiftcncc and agency. Sec Bn'ttfi? Critic, HimPs Three Temples, 
p. 365. No language, however cautious, on a fubjeft beyond our com- 
prehenfioD> can be unimpeachably corredt, it (hould be met therefore 
with indulgence, and interpreted with a ferious feeling of its myftery, and 
with an acknowledgment that no form of fpeech is adequate to explain 
it. *' An religion," fays Bp. V. Mildert, " is myftcrious to our faculties, 
and the felf-exiftence, the fpiritual nature, the agency, and the attributes 
of the Ddty, all confUtute an impenetrable myftery!*' See Sermons, 
vol. i. p. 479. " I praife the faying of Ircnseus.— If any one fhall tell 
ui how the Son was produced of the Father, we will tell him his gene- 
radon is ineffable, and no man knows it." Bafil and Nazianzen fpeak 
in like manner, and fo Rufinus. See H. Grotius's Judgment infundry 
Points controverted, p. 100, ed. Barkfdale. Juftin Martyr in his Apo- 
Ugy, XXX. fays, '* He was begotten of God in a manner for different 
from ordinary generation. '' 

•» Sec Dr. Sumner's Preface, p. xxxiv. 

1 
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bets; from the adrantage or ncceffity of incn afing the 

gicjT ncfaen oi the iporkl,* niriidiiig' even to a gqodbc- 
tiofi between bfotlieis and fiAeis ; which in bter ^igc% Wk 
higher cifrihzationy in the fwtetcr dm irtf ji ot Kfe, mpm 
morals» widi more tefined ideas, more tender iym[«th ies, 
and onder a holier and more^iiritDal tdigion, oooklnoC 
be entertained without finfofaie^ nor eftdiliihed without 
degradation and difiitder.^ That which was harmkft in 
the Arabian dcfertSy or among Chaldean tents,** ooold not 
be tranlplanted into die hnnirioas cities, of the modem 
worldj nor exift among the enhghtened cuiumiimties, die 
dofer affinities, and die d iv ei fifi cd rdations of an ad- 
vanced toaetj. The divine laws were made fintabk to 
the natnre of humanity, which diey were denned to 
amend ; hence, in order to exalt i^ they often bent to it; 
they ftepped bock, as it were, only to gain a flf onger 
hokL But Milton fhould have remembered the emrfy tbbA 
imperious demands which God made for a purer and more 
ferjcnal religion through the voice of his prophets ; and 
that the too eafy divorces which the laws of Mo(es al- 
lowed to the Jews, as the praftice of ufury permitted to 
the Canaanite, were explained by our Saviour, as not 
forming a part of the perfed law, or holy will c^ God ; 
but as an unwilling allowance *' to the hardneis of their 
hearts." 

" The Pride of Reafbn * (it has been very judicioufly 
obierved), though difclaimed by Milton with remarkable, 
and probably with fincere eameftnefs, formed a prindpal 
ingredient in his character, and would have preiented, 

• See Dr. Channin^s remarks on thb part of MiH99^s work, in 
hit Remarks on the CharaSer and Writings of Milton ^ p. 37. 

•* See Niebubr^s Travels in Arabia, vol. ii. p. 1 72, (Herot^s Tranfl,) 
on Plurality of Wives in the Eaft. 

* V. Dr. Sumner's Preface, p. xxxv. 
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under' «17 circumftatKCs» a formidable obftacle to the re- 
cq>tioii of the. true faith'."— Caring nothing for inflitu- 
tkKis lliat were venerable» or for opinions that were fa* 
cred^ he fiot only difdains to wear the opprobrious 
Aackles o£ BJiibonty, but even the decent veftments of 
cuftom/P. Saife in his own inflexible int^rity, in the great 
purity of his heart, and finglenefs of purpoie, what his 
eonfcieace diiftatfes, his courage proclaims. Impetuous, 
ftaurkb^ and uncompromifing, he puihes on his inquiries, 
till they end' in alienee of the death of the monarch, 
ajQd.tbf fubftitutioB of a yiiipnary republic, in politics ; 
in a denial: of the eternal exigence of the Son, in theo- 
logy 4 «^nd in the defence of a plurality of wives, in mo- 
nds. ,Yet it muft be remembered, that he lived in an 
age when men were bufy pulling down and building up ; 
arfermmtatipn was fpreading over the furface, and dif- 
ft^ng the materials of fociety. Old faith was gone ; 
old inftitudons were 'crumbling . away. Long, iplendid 
viftiis of ideal perfe&ion opened before men's eyes, daz- 
zling their fenfes, and confounding their judgments. ^^ 

• See T. Warton*8 Summaiy of Milton's Political Opinions, in Todd'^s 
Milton , vol. vi." p. 391. ''In point of do£lrine they are calculated to 
timlhihtethe very foundations of our civil and religious eftabliflunen^ 
as ir 9ibv^ fubfifts. They are fubverfive of our l^iflatore and our fpe* 
Oct of govenuneDt. In condemning tyranny, he ftrikes at the bare ex« 
iftence of kings ; in combating fuperftition, he flrikes at all public reli- 
gion. Thefe difcourfes hold forth a fyftem of politics at prefent as 
imconftitudonal, and almofl as obfolete, as the nonfenfe of paflive obe- 
dience ; and in this view he might juft as weU think of republifhing the 
pernicious theories of the kingly bigot James, as of the republican ufurper 
Oliver CioniiwelL'' This might have been fpared. Milton's political 
{peccdatbns are not applicable to our times ; and, as it has been juftly 
fiud, hia thec^ogical opinions would have been difierent, had he furvxved 
to read the works of Waterland and BuU ; fo, we may fay, his political 
theories would have been more wife and moderate, had he lived in the 
days of Somers and of Locke. 

^ See the Areopagitica^ p. 3 1 7, ed. Burnet. ** Behold now this 
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Grey*headed men» men grown old in the bufioefi of life, 
and in the purfuit of praAtcai wifdom> yielded to the fy^ 
ren influence. It pervadedttbe fenat^.tine^city^.and the 
camp. Whatiwo!ider then^ if .the Poet> tiksryiftooMf 
by his profeilion, the /dreaming theorifl^ theiman^ dv^cU*- 
ing in ideal worlds, and abfiraA- notions^ Aphj^, be i^ 
aftray*- ' . <a ,■,.■.• .V'^w i'l-/ -i»-^' .cnt^^i^ u> ji'-ui 
-Such are fomeof the {fifigular.:opinionajad?aiicfidi»ft 
this curious, and late dtdbovered document x^ Milton'^ 
&ith,^ they feme to iho§fir.fUS d^t its;tuthpr d^.^V^ergrr 
where the :&me, the &mc &Yerftr^tld uncompramifioglifv- 
veftiggtoi! of truth, the iamefearieftiand iodepend^nt jiidge 
of its n^ky^j In thelKMiefty of hft^ropinkM^s^Riftk^uene^ 
in the ianftity of hisimond^ tinUemiihedj^ iAjti^fontPor 
of his piety unqueAionedb But there jmarbodi^iaiuft po- 
litical and reUgio^ opinionfi^ «a n^ifiomvy attempt at per- 
fedion, a grafping of the ideal ;Bnd, the Babftradi^ %i1q% 
afpiration after the moft exalted means^ «thfiti while lAbey 
fiipplied his imiigination as a poet^vinitsrholdeftandtmoft 
extended ^fligl^ts,^ unqualified^ him i for the-)itiaK) Icautious 
and pra(5ticals charaAer of the dieologian^atidvthe-ftftite^ 

vaft city; Std' Thire be pens and heads there fitting by their^ihidiotis 
kmps ; tndingf (earching, revolving new notions wid idcsb M^lie^with 
to prefenti^ with th^ir homage. <adiea]t|r,' (he :iq^proaqbing fcipnna- 
tion ; others as , faft. rqading, trydng, all rttungs, affqiting to thc^^^jpf 
reafon and coi^vincement/' &c. " ,^' . .1 

^ It Kas been more than once remarked» that little mention is. made 
of Milton by his contempbraries. His haUie'does hot d6aa ik Ae 
pages of Clarendon. Tharloe (peab of him only as a^liid' dld«iatiy 
who wrote Latin letters. Sir;W*.Tei9td0;don»notiniutie,l)]«i^iaiidfR. 
Baxter pafTes over him in filence. Whitelocke mentions him only once> 
and that cafually. Mr. Todd has mentione4 a poem to «th^ hcooor of 
Milton,, written foon afier his deathj thpiigh iM publiibpdLtiU.i6S9., A 
Propitiatory Sacrifice tQ, the Ghoft of J. M« by way of Paftoml^^ in a 
Dialogue between Thyrfis and Corydon« v. F perns and TVanfiMtMs 
wriftfM upon fiver al Occafiws jmd to/everal Perfins, 1689, p. no» 
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n*m:^ Therie was much in Ymjituttthny as well as pcr- 
faripd^ ffie warmth of his difpofition^ uhfkvourabie to the 
csdnbr^ttid difpaffionkte inyeftigation q( truth. His con- 
AttM etigagemehts in tontraverfy, even from his youth, 
led'llim i^tk6i* t6 enfdrce and exaggerate' his opinions, 
tlikit'^ confiiler this' objtAidhfaf^ 6r to av^il himfelf of the 
adince of others. Nor did more than twenty years of 
'blIMl^&, which tfeparoted' fahn much from die fociety, 
aild'^ehtirely 'frcmi ' ikX a^SHve patrticipation' in the bufinefs 
of Kft, pa& WiriioUt producing their efiedt on his temper 
ahd^ hi^iQCdteai da diedhtftion of his refearches, the 
tMe'cf ^Ms x)piikioni9i'and tiie tooidufions of his judgment. 
An itid(tpeMittite oil ^opiiUon/ b^)t>6aching to fiiigularity, 
«fid a oMHdencb iii^himiftli^ pkticularly bf fpiritual pride, 
ehimufteri^stsi'himMeviM'frotii his youth. In other times 
and tmditr^ther'etrotitnftances they might gradually have 
gi¥iirt> Wiky 16 an 'enlarged acquaintance with the- fenti- 
mentsidP^dthidrs^ -and havie been foftened- down by a 
fnendly^dbniiparifon with the fieelings 'and opinions of ib- 
^eCf . f Had ' he lived* ^na& thenbkffing of peaktefut times, 
fuidfer a fettled conftitution, and a gentle (Way, the vio- 
lence of his feelings would have been fubdued, and the 
,^birfUng, boUaei^irOfjiMsparado^^^^ theories mpdified or 
itippr«fledr His temper would not have experienced. its 
•AoraiT trids, and >his lofty and heroic virtues would have 
afltettfed the mdit engaging ']^b of Chriftian mildnefs 
and charity. But his prejudices and partialities we^e in- 
|i;^ea^ ?pd not removed % thc,circux3(^ftances of| hisjjiife. 
Thetmen with whom, he lived were of like ientiments 
himfdf^ as inflexible^ ks {mpradkicable^ ai violent,'^ 



■ i ■' -■"<■ I T.-^ A. : ■■ -.in .k 1 4i -.1 . ; .: .-- 

' * On' tiiie fftbjts^t^ df MHtoh's ifeli^ous <)p2nion^ and cKmAer; a late 
fidittft' has t-i^t&uA hifldfelf with ja^Jnkxit and iitbiliCf . '%etHatohHs in 
^NtwHu^x ti. vol.!. p. xdx. -to p. civ' Set Bw/e^s Llff bfKen, for 
die tbfH ftagesof Miltbn's life. Vol. i. p. 789. 
^ ^ I cannot cHule but Wonder What It is diat incUnd fome men. 
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and as vifionary. " The diftiirbed politics of Milton," 
fays an enlightened memorialift, " are fraught with aD 
the popular rumours and paffions of the day." His re- 
publican theories were ftrengthened by the vifionis of the 
ancient philo(bphers, the declamations of their orat6rs, 
and the maxims of the poets ; and his diflike of our efta- 
blifhed Church deprived him of the profound and adini- 
rable treatifes, treafures of found and real learhirigj wKich 
would have condufted him fafely through the fubtleties 
of. a difputed theology; or at leaf); made him paufe be- 
fore he gave way to an alarming and affli<^ing herefy. 
We cannot fearch the hearts of men ; but we are bound 
to interpret their aftions with candour and charity. The 
(cruples of an enlightened confdence^ and the dedfions 
of a fevere and impartial judgment, mufl: be looked on 
with reverence by all. " You and I (fuch were the dy- 
ing words of a virtuous and venerable prelate/^ who had 
from confcientious motives defcended from the higheft 
honours to a private ftation), you and I have gone differ- 
ent ways in the late afikirs; but I truft heaven's gates are 
wide enough to admit us both. What I have done I have 
done in the integrity of my heart, indeed, in the great in- 
tegrity of my heart. " 

who are otherwife fober enough, to let fly (o iavHhly and imliftrinnr 
nately «gainft reafoQ and philoiophy, tfpiHally in an agtp i^uptiifgij 
prom to pbantafy and madnefs, and that hatb been ruined in all its con^ 
cems by entbufiafm and vain pretences to tbe Spirit,^- — Cjrlanvitle^s Phf- 
lofbphia Pia, p, 85, 1671. See alfb p. 230. **Htre thrf enitate'of 
oQr Church and Gorernment began. Upon this (fknaddAn) Ibtfy in- 
fifled ftilly and filled their boob and pulpits and private comisa with 
thefe cantings. This was the engine to overthrow all fiber principles 
and eftablifhments ; with this the people were in&tuatpd and credit was 
reconciled to gibberiih and foU/j enthufiaAa and vain impuUes. This 
is the food of conventicles to this day; the root of their matter, an4 the 
burden of their preachments," &c. 
^* See the Life of Bifi?op Bancroft. 
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'*The lame calmneis," fays Mn Coleridge, in ano- 
ther place, " and even greater felf pofleflion may be af- 
firmed of AShon, as far as his poems and poetic charaAer 
are concerned. He referved his anger for the enehiies of 
i^l%lous freedom and his country. My mind is not ca- 
pa^^le of forming a more auguft conception than an(es 
from^ the contemplation of this great man, in His latter 
days — poor, fick, old, blind, flandered, perfecuted — 

' Darkoeia before and danger's voice behind/ 

in an age in which he was as little underftood by the 
party for whom, as by that againft whom he had con- 
tended ; and among men before whom he ftrode fo far as 
to dwarf himfelf by the diftance : yet ftill liftening to the 
miiiic of his own flights, or if additionally cheered, yet 
cheered only by the prophetic faith of two or three Ibli- 
tary mdivid^als, he did neverthelefs 

* argue not 
Againft Heaven's hand or will, nor bate a jot 
Of heart or hope» bat ftill bore up and fteerM 
Right onward.'—— 

From others only do we derive oiat knowledge that Mil- 
ton, in his latter days, had his fcorners and detraftors, 
and even in his day of youth and hope that he had* ene- 
mies, would have been unknown to us, had they not been 
19cewife the enemies of his country."^* 

And now let the Life of this our immortal Poet dofe 
with the difcriminate and afFeAing eulogy of one, ^ who, 
himfelf a Philofbpher and Poet, could juflly eftimate the 
exalted greatnefs of the charaAer he is defcribing:— ^'^ In 
the clofc of the former period, (^r^i^» of James the Firfty) 

^ The Editor (S. C.) appropriately quotes the conchfion of Milton's 
two beautiful and afiefdng Letters to Leonard Philaras» the Athenian, u 
a teffimony of the truth of the Charter given in the text.'— See vol. i. 
part i. p. 35. 
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and during the bloom of the tatter, f Commonwealth,) the 
poet Milton was educated and formed; and he furvived 
the latter, and all the fond hopes and afpiradons which 
had been its life ; and fo in evil days, ftanding as the re- 
prefentadve of the combined excellence of both periods, 
he produced the Paradife Loft as by an after-throe of na- 
tWT, ' There arc fome perfons' obferves a divine, a con- 
temporatj of Milton's ' of whom the grace of God takes 
<^l]r hold, and,, the good fpirit inhabiting .thcm^ carries 
t^;em on jn an even conftancy throug^. jn^oc^ofe into vir- 
tue, thetr Chriftianity beating .f^u^,date wlthjt^ir man- 
hood, and reaign .ae^ ^^on, lili^e warp and vrp^^ run- 
ning t<^ther, tp^ up one, vfb ,of a wife ai^ exongilfwy 
life. This ' he ^ds •» ^ nM>ft happy cafe, whercv^.it 
happens^ ifor*, .beivies,, t|)at^^ is no.^wp«*er or ^iff^ 
lovely thing on .earth than the early bucjs.'qf p^cty» T^itih 
drew from pur Saviour fignal aj^^^on tp the beloved dit- 
ciple, it is be^^ to baveno woun4, than to experience the 
nioft fovereign balfam, which, if it work a cure, yet 
ufually leaves a fear behind.' Although it was and is 
my intention to. de^er, the^^^tUtd^rajaon of Milton's own 
charaAer ia the co^cly;tiot)^^crf^t|i;^^',Lc^^,.yet I could 
not prevail on my fclf to approach the Paradife Loft without 
imprefling on your minds the conditions under which fuch 
a work was in faift produdible at all, the original genius 
having been aflumed as the immecUate agent and efBcient 
cauie ; and thele conditions I find in the cfaaraAer of the 
times, and in his own charader. The age in which the 
foundations of his mind were laid, was congenial to it as 
one golden siz of profound erudition and individual ge- 
nius ; — that in which the fuperftruifture was carried up, 
was no lefs favourable to it by a ftemneis of difcipline 
and a Ihow of felf-control, highly flattering to the imagi- 
native dignity of an heir of fame, and which won Milton 
over from the dear-loved delights of academic groves and 
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cathedral aliles to the anti-prelatic party. It afted on 
him^ too, no doubt, and modified his (Indies by a charac- 
teriftic controverfial fpirit, (his prefentation of God is 
tinted with it) — a fpirit not lefs bufy indeed in political 
diah iti theological and eccleftaftical di(pute, but carrying 
on the foriher almofl: always, more or lefs, in the guife of 
the latter. And fb far as Pope's cenfure^* of our poet, 
that he makes God the Father a fchool tfivine— is juft, 
we muft' attribute it to the charafter of his age, from 
which the men of genius, who efcaped, efcaped by a worfe 
diieafe, the licentious indifference of a Frenchified court. 
" Such was the nidus or (oil, which conftituted, in the 
ftridk fcnfe of the word, the circumftances of Milton's 
mind. In his mind itfelf there were purity and piety ab« 
fbltite ; an imagination to which neither the pafl nor the 
prdfent were interefting,' except as far as they called forth 
and enlivened the great ideal, in which and for which he 
lived ; a keen love of truth, which, after many weary 
purfuits, found a harbour in a fublime liftening to the ftill 
voice in his own Ipirit, and as keen a love of his country, 
which, after a difkppointment ftill more depreflive, ex- 
panded and (bared into a love of man as a probationer 
of immortality. Thefe were, thefe alone could be, the 
conditions under which fuch a work as the Paradife Loft 
could be conceived and accomplifhed. By a life-long 
fttidy Milton had known — 

* What was of ufe to know» 
V/hat beft to fay could (ay« to do had done. 
His actons to his words agreed^ his words 
To his large heart gave utterance due, his heart 
Contained of good, wife, fair, the perfe£i (hape;* 

and he left the imperifhable total, as a bequeft to the ages 

coming, in the Paradise Lost/' 

. ■■»-.> 

' -J. ' ■ 

»« Taili Talk, vol. ii. p. 264. 




Tbf Haufi at ChalfmC Si. Giles, cc. BBekiagbaa, to tebUb MiliexritirfJ ' 

dmring the PUgur in 1665 ; anJ vibtre ht pUrnitd anJ wrate 

bii Paradiji Rtgaintd. Set Life, p. ci. 
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ADDENDA. 



P. ix. Life. 
S ILTON confines himfclf to praife of t\iefeUnu$y but 
he nuke* not the fltghteft mention of the Mafier, 
DoiHr B0iiiiri4g», who is recorded to have been a 
moii rigjd dftdplinarian, and that on thofe very 
points which Aftitoa particularly^ diflikcd. He ail- 
mits that his difpofltion could not brook the threats of a rigorous 
nuijiir, by whom tt i* moft leaibnable to fuppofc he meant Dr. 
Bainbridge, the head of his college. — IVatkint* Lit. Anttdates^ p. 
202. 

P. xi. Gaddius (de Scriptotibus non Ecdeliaflicis) mentions 
that I. Scatlger icad the two poems of Homer in twenty-one 
days ; and the remainder of the Greek poets in four months. 

P. tax. " That the manner and genius of that place (Paris) 
being not agreeable to his mind, he foon left it."— ff^sad'i Faft. 
Ox. vol. ii. 1635, (bL 481. 

P, XX. Leo Holften, who received Milton kindly at Ronie> 
had refided fome time in England, making rdeuchea in the li- 
braries. He maintained a friendly corrcTpondence with N. Hein- 
fius, to whom he had fhown much civility when Heinfius was at 
Rome ; I read through the collection of Holften's letters, with 
the hope of finding fome addrefled to Milton, but in vain ; Mil- 
ton's widow had a great many letters by her from learned men 
of his acquaintance, both of England and beyond fea. — See Mil- 
ton's Lifty p. Ixxxii. 

P. XX. Mentioning Bacon's ftudies at the Univerfity, Lord 
Campbell fays — " It is faid he ran through the whole circle of 
the liberal arts as they were taught, and planned that great in- 
telle&ial revolution^ with which his name is infeparably con- 
neded. But all that is certain is, that at his departure he car- 
ried away with him a profound contempt for th* courfe of Jiudy 
purfutd tbert." " When he was commencing at the Univerfity 
(lays his chaplain and biographer Rawley) about fixtecn years of 
age, he firft fell into a difltke of the Phihfiphy of AriJlotU^ not for 
the worthlefTnels of the author, to whom be ufed to afcribe all 
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high attributes, but for the unfhiitfulneis of the way —being a 
Philofophy (as his lordfhip ufed to (zj) o^ly ftroi^ for dif{Millp> 
tion» but barren of the produdion or work for'^e Life ^f 111^1 
—hi that mind he continued to his dying day." #1 ♦ • • 
In his ^ Advancement of Learning ' he fpeaks of diofe 6f Iharp 
and ftrong wits and fmadl variety of reading, their wtb 'beih^ 
fliut*up in the cells of a few authors, thieSfAriftotle, ^^etf 
diflatoT) as their ^perfons are (hut up iti> the Ctm of YttoiCifteries^ 
and colleges^ — ^^ ^^^ knowing tittle hiftory either of A^Kiut 
or time, did fpin cobwebs of learning admirable for the fin^dfi 
of the thread, and work, but of no fiibftaxfte ik pt^fiti?^^— ^^ 

lliat th^ fame fyftem of Bchblaftic Logic and'MeHild^ftct; 
pervaded the foreign Univerfities at the iame'«ir&$d,v'tmteM 
from* the ^>ilowing paf&ge^ which I mk with wsP^dl^l^MVil 
wtMTk of gi^^t literary SnfdfmJation. ''• ♦ ^^ ■ > '^' . »Ht t , .r^iTH 

'^^Rien n*l tartt mult!ipli€ la race' de ibpfa^ei^ qiiei'iilmfiitfK 
tion de la fcholaftique contretemps dans les ecoles de bi phllo^ 
fophie et de theolog^^' dan^ les tmiVerfit^s' de 4'Eiirope,^«t ^* 
ticuUeremeht en Frince; C'dt it qui ho«m a aittir6'ce''gitmd 
deluge de pnxlafHon^ hionftrueufes de Petprit humain ^npbrf 
dans fes |»ropres penfees'i c'eflr i dire,' toifs ces gtandrptftrdns, 
d'andpredicaments, des grandes ec pedtes lod^e^ 4^ princ^es 
fophiftique^^ de conclufiohs fophiftiqu^ deafens cbiiipofib^ecdS- 
vi(es, de fbphifms choifies, et fubtilites, de conflSquences, leCantd» 
cedences, de toutes (brtes de qUodlibedques^ et d^ quoHbets,*des 
puiiEmces adives et paffives, des inftances, des quiddites, des for- 
malit^s, des formules, des 61iaces^ des>1n(bhiiUeS)''oif qkefltons 
inexplicables, des impofflbilites, fans parkr'd' tm'^rahd'nombi^ 
de commentaires fcbohiftiaaes iiir Ariftotfaj*' iotj-^^/ BallUt^ 
Jugmens des Staifitntj torn, t p. i82i ^ f ' » ' ' ^' ^ 

r. Xku " A. D. 1635.' ' A year memdfoUein the^annak of the 
Univeriity of Cambridge, as the one'iil which yobh^ACltM ahd 
y^remy Taylor both were incorporated Mafters of Arts' in it,** 
— JVelJhfs Lives of Eminent Englijh Judges^ p. 55. '^ '■ 

P, xxii. I have heard it confidently relaied tmt forlki» fiudlre- 
foludons^, which out of policy and for hi^ own fafety mighe have 
been then fpared, the EngltAi' priefts at Rom^wereh^hly dii^ 
gufted, and it was queftioned whether the Jeiiiits^ his* coontry* 
men there^ did not defign to do^him inifcfaief.-^^^W*^^/ifr« Ox* 
Fafii^ A. D. 1635, vol. ii. col. 481. ., xy , 

P. xxiv. *^ Lord EUefmere wte the friend aiid potion' of 
Poets.' He was particularly kind^to i7^f9f)/9r, with whoiii 'he 
was conne6bed by marriage, and affifted him in his iifhs, both 
in Ireland, and at the court of Elizabeth. We mentbntfaat he 
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patronised the Plajs of ShaitJ^arty and he is £ud to have been 
aAfl<)d>in Majqu4t, which Jie gave to the Court, hjBmJmfm. 
TW naote bf.Miitm will be altbciated with de Egerflon bnaiy, 
while the Englifh is known or fpoken as a dead language, but 
the Author ofCmtut was only nine years old at the death of the 
Chancellor, and although he was no doubt carried from HorteH 
to Harefitld before the old Peer, he could only hare been 
patted by him on the head and fent into the buttery to have the 
wine of a capon or a glafs of fack." — v. Lsrd Camf^tll't Livis 
aftbt Cbanctlhrsy vol. ii. p. 164. 

P. xxvi. " Milton's Comus," 6ys the author of Egerio, *' is 
analogous to the dellgn of Paradife Loft. In both' thefe Poams, 
fupCtaajMnA Powers, good and evil, are intent to influence 'the 
tcfi4nK7, of human life. In one, Innocency is laved^ it i& r&- 
feKve4iW- the life of reftoration. Samfon Agoniftes i6 an exhi- 
bition of the £une conflict in which (he fallen at laA trium^w 
in.llteTdutiAd enduTMHce of the Penalty of Traii%reffion.'*'^—£ee 
¥oLii(.,p.49. 

'i.p.apcyii. Took a Urg^ boufe, where the Earl of Barrimore 
fent, by his aunt the Lady Ranelagh, Sir Thomas Gardiner of 
EflaCf'tO'beAbere with others' (bendes his nephew) under his 
tuition, but whether it were that the tempera of our geqtiy: would 
not bear the ftri^tnefs of his difcipline, or for what other rcafons 
I cannot. tell, he^ontinusd that courfe but a whiles — W*t^*t Atb, 
Oirv vol. 114^.483. I'i, ,,i I 

- P^txxx. *' lioM Keeper Guilford was a little but handfotne 
man^andttbid toJiavehadan ingenuous alped j > his motto fatting 
*Tw,U Volto Seioltos i P«Wieri Stretti." — -See Lord- CampMl's 
■imuaftln ChaHCellariyVol. iii. p. 4931' - ' ->' - :," 

,^P. kxxi. On- Milton's Italian Sonnets^ the opinionrof an 
Italian fcholar may be quoted. " Milton in his imper/fff- at- 
ttmpts 4» write Italian Ptetry, in which we may fee thoi^ ton- 
AifiNllyvthathehad got a little glimmering of our peculiar notions 
xbouc Female bcw^." — See Barttti't Acamnt ^ It^lyyVtA. i. 
p. 108. 

In the Gtnt.Mag. Nov. 1836 (Retrofp. ReiTiew)fome remarks 
on the language of Milton's Italian Sonnets, may be fceni 
which' were kmdly given to me, by one,' from whofe «lecilion 
on the critical niceties of his own Tongue, no appeal need be 
made. I may be permitted to |mcntion Mr. Panizzi «f the 

Britijh Muftum. 

< P. jtxxv. "Wherefore though he fent divers prefling invitations, 
yet be could not prevail with her to come back, till afcout four 
years after, when the garrifon of Oxford was farrmdered (the 

wghneb of ber father's boafe to which having for the mofr part 
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of the meui time hindere<i any communicatiooB beMreon thsm); 
{he of her own accord returned, and fubmitted to htm, pkacting 
that her mather had been the chief promoter of her fonraniiie&. 
— W»d's Atb. Ox. vol. ii. col. 48 1. 

P. xliii. On Science or ClaiEcal Literature, as the founda- 
tion of education, fee Cariebi^YcA. ii. p. 190. — It has not been 
oblerved, I believe, that Dr. Johnfan in his Remarks on this Poiat 
in his Life of Milton is fomewhac indebted to Erafmus, C. i. L 
63. I will give a fpecimen, which the reader may comfnTC 
" Proinde ftellas obfervent alii fi lubet, ego in terris qiuerenduni 
exiftimo, quod nos fetices aut infelices reddat. Cneri oegotiun 
aufpicaturi, anxii confiderant, qua figura Venus, Jupiter, et Mei>- 
curius lefe contueantur. Ego &tius efTe duco, perpendere^uW 
bufcum agas. Socrates Athenieniis cujtis eft illud cdcbnatuia 
apophthegma ^a/upra nts, nihil ad nos, [Ailolbphiam a contemn 
placione rerum naturalium in mediam hominum vicam deduxtt 
Irequenter ufurpans iilud. Homericum dti tw h tAtyofotn Mcam t* 
ayaSirrt rnixrai — Et tamen de naturis fyderum, de natu cxde^ 
tium orbium, de fulminibus, de ventis, deinde, deque limiUbus 
rebus, quoniam ad id initio ct^nitionis fuppeditant, veJ &nfu ipfi 
corpontm, vel cl&^uin expnientia multa certe deprehenduntuiv 
et in primis jucunda cognitio eft, et in admirationcm ftmul et 
amoremopificisrubvehit,attamenquontamvir fapiensanimadvertit 
in hujuQnodi ftudto totam Ktatem hominis defiderc, ncgle^is 
eciamhis,quareproprius adnos pertinent, a contemplatione rerum 
naturahum omne fliidium ad mores devocavit." The £une Ho- 
meric quotation is given by 'Johnjtn. 

P. xliii. After fome remarks on Dr. Johnfon's want of" En- 
thufiafm and lofty fenttment," and oa the confequent defe^ ax 
his eftimation of Milton's charader, and on Channing'a Viatti- 
cation, Mr. Lyell proceeds to fay, " But the American cham- 
pion of the illuftrious bard fails to remark that Miltcwi was alio 
two centuries in advance of the age in wluch he lived, in his a|>- 
prcciation of the {hare which tht Jiudy of naturt ought to hcJd 
in the training of the youthful mind. Of Milton's Scheme for 
enlarging the ordinary fyftem of teaching, prepared after he had 
himfelf been partially engaged in the taJk of a Schoolmafter. 
the lexicographer fpoke as might have been anticipated in terras 
of difparagement bordering on contempt. He treated Mikon, in 
la£t, as a mere empiric, and vifionary projeiSor, obferving " that 
it was his principle to teach boys fomethmg more Jblid u^aa thft 
common literature of fchools, forwarding thofe authors that treat 
of phyfica] fubjei£ts." The Poet Cm//^ had framed a fimilar pbn 
in his imaginary college : '^ but the knowledge of external nature 
and the fciences wluch that knowledge requires, are not tbegveat 
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or die frequent bufinefs of the human mind ; and we ought not^" 
he adds, ^^ to turn off attention from life to nature ; as if we were 
placed here to watch the growth of plants or the motions of the 
ftars ! " That a violent (hock had been given in the fixteenth 
eenturjr to certain time-honoured dogmas bv writers more flight- 

S called ^^ watching the motions of the uars ! " was an hifto- 
hSt with which fuch perfons were of courfe familiar, but if 
it bad been adduced to prove that they who exercife their reaibn- 
11^ powers in interpreting the great book of nature, are con- 
arriring at new truths, and were occafionally required to 
preconcehred opinions, or that when habitually engaged 
diicipline, they often acquire independent habits of thou^, 
apfiitad>le toother departments of learning, fuch aiguments would 
bjr no means have propitiated the critic, or have induced him to 
moderate his diiapprob^don of the propofed innovation. In the 
mind of Johnibn there is a leaning to fuperjiition^ and no one 
W9S more content to leave the pupil to tread for ever in the 
beaten pathwav, and to cherifh extreme reverence for authority, 
for which end the whole fyftem then in vogue in the Endiih 
icfaoob and colleges was admirably conceived. FirO: it confined the 
ftiidies of young men up to the age of twenty-two, as far as poffible 
to thenon^progreffive departments of knowledge, to the ancient 
models of daffical elegance, whether in verfe or profe, to the 
hiftory and philoibphy of the ancients rather than the niodems, 
and to pure mathematics, rather than their application to phyfics. 
No modem writer was freer from fear of inquiry, more anxious 
to teach the million to think and reafbn for themfelves, no other 
eref looked forward more enthufiaftically to the fiiture growth 
and' development of the human mind, than Channing. If his 
own education had not been caft in an antique mould, he would 
have held up Milton as a model for imitation, not only for his 
love of claffical lore and poetry, but for his wifh to cultivate a 
knon^edge of the works of nature. — LyelTs Second vijit to the 
United States^ vol. i. p. 203. 

P. xlvii. ^^ Obadiah Sedgwick, though a noted Puritan, was 
deeplr imbued with claffical learning. In the next generation, 
the ruritans in general undervalued human learning, but in the 
early part of the feventeenth century they could exhibit a greater 
number both of eminent mathematicians and of diftinguifhed 
fclioiars than thofe who under Laud wifhed to approximate to 
Rome."— v. Lord CampbelN Lives of the Chief Jufiices^ vol. i. 

P. xiviii. Bifliop Gauden addreffed three letters, Jan. 25, Feb. 
20, March 6, 1661, to Lord Clarendon, in which he lays claim 
for fervioes in the royal cauie ; in one of his letters he fa)r8, ^^ Nor 
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do I doubt but I fhall, by y' LordOiip's favor, fuid die fruils as to 
Ibmcthing extrftordinarr, mice the fervicc was Ibe i notw XQKin^ 
tuat.ineuiK to the world «ndcrmy name, in eE«i«Cito.:vin4iicate 
the wowne and the church, bmt what goaumltr tbt Ultfi..ilffi4 
iin/fnaett^lbtEixoj, or porfraiturt* <fhys mfOt/h'Ikh^J* "' ' 
andfufftringt. This work andfigurt wai wholly at 



vtnfim, maiiwf,»uddtftgiui in at^d^r to vtsdif'*' thf Kin^s-wif- 
domttMnor^^.and fi*ty. My wjfe iqd^.r;^.confc>9uSttf|.jt,itpil 
bstdias ^3i\A.\adifgt{ifiHg thi-Uttert ef.thet Ca^ Vibii}> ?i[ji^M 
th» Ji^ng.in th^Iflt. e^»TfA^,by,f?vour,flf,the.l!ite,Winwifc 
of Hpitforc^" ^c. ,,Iflanfwe^.to vrbicb«LflrdCL;u-<n(lra:>v)^tc% 
Man'h'13, 1661. " I do afiiirc you I am more afflicted with 
you, and for you, then I can expreflej and the more fenfibly, 
that it is the only charge of that kind is laid upon me, which ia 
trMth I do not think I do deferve. Tht particular which y*u 
cfitn nntwed^ I do confejji was imparttd to mi und/r fecrtcy, en4 
tf which I did not take myfelf to bi at liberty to take ntticti and 
truly whin it ceajis to bt a Jccret^ 1 know nobody will be gladd of 
it but Mr. Milton ; I have very often wijhed I had never been 
trujled with it" — Edinb. Rev. vol. xliv, art. I. In. one of the 
MS. Journals of Carte the hillorian, there is a curious {lory of 
Q^tden's wife's knowledge of the authorfhip of this book. 

P, xlix. Since the pieJent Life of Miiton has been printed, 
•the.writer has feen Mr. Jofeph Hunter's learned Tra£t '* Milton, 
3 Sheaf of Gleanings," &c. being No. iii. of his Critical and 
Uillorical Trails, &c. He begs to refer the reader to it, par- 
ticularly for the curious and interefting inveftigations relating to 
the Milton family— to the family of Milton's mother, and that of 
his three wives. T hefe genealogical inveftigations conducted with 
Mr. Hunter's knowledge and care, will well repay the perulal. 
There is a note alfo, pp. 50-51, on the expreflion " Bayoana's 
hold" in Lycidas which may be confuUed with advantage. 

P. Iii. On Milton's fonnet of " Tetrachordon," fee Scott's 
Legend of Montrofe, in Tales of my Landlord, third feries, vol. 
iv.p. 148, note, 

,". Milton only," he fays, " intends to ridicule thebarbarifm-o/ 
Scotlijh names in general, and quotes incidentally that of Gil- 
hfpit^ one of the Apoftles of the Covenant, and tnat of CoHilto 
afid MDennel {both belonging to one perfon), one of its bittereft 
enemies. Milton's book called ' Tetrachordon,' had been 
ridiculed by the divines aflembled at Weftminfler aJid others, 
qn, account of the hardnels of the title, and Milton in his Sonnet 
retaliates upon the barbarous Scottish names which the Ciyj} 
War had made familiar to Englifti ears." ,,.,, 

P. liv. " It was the ufual pra^ice of Marchmont Nefdhao^,^ 
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great crony of Milton, to abufe Salmafiun in his public Mercury, 
called PoUticus (as Milton had done beibre him in his Defenlio), 
by ^'iiig, among other dtings, that Chriflina, Queen of Sweden, 
bad cafluered him her ^vour, by undedtuiding that he was * a 
pernicious parafiteand promoter of tyranny.'" — fVood't /fib. Ox. 
Toli ii. »/. 484. 

P; heii/ The Licenfmg Aft, which had inadrertently been 
fiifictcd to expire in 1679, and had been revived by James the 
Second's Parliament in 1685, was in i6gz continued till the 
end of the next Seffion of Parliament. Was the experiment to 
beinAde, of trufting to the puniihment of fiibh as publuh anrthing 
daiiqger<Ais"to the public, or injurious to individuals ? William, 
'WUd had known the hannlemiels of ^ frte prefs in his own 
ccibit^, took the liberal fide ; but the few Tory membere of 
the Cabinet very pUufibly urged that prevention was better than 
pimifliment, 2nd that it was the duty of the ftate to reftoin, as 
fu as poffible, fixim the publication of libels as from the commiffion 
bftitfaer crimes. Somers prevaEed by pointing out not only the 
rexattbufiieft, but the utter inefficiency of the defired regulations, 
in fpite of which there had been more libels publilhed upon the 

Sovcnihient and on private charafler fincc the Revolution, than 
uring*iny former period of our hiftory. Unlicinfed printing was 
ibtn Jw tvrr tflablijhtd in England^ and now wc have only to 
be w^Achftil that the prels be not itfelf formed into an tngine ef 
tyranny. (See Hallam's Conjlituttonal Hiftury^ vol. iil, p. 236.) 

P.'lxiv, Mifcellaneous Notes by T. Park in MiltOn's Poems, 
16+5. Marlhall's engraving before the poems, 1645, is the firft 
held oiJtiilten., fays Mr. Granger, ever publiflied. ' Saltiudius, in 
fiis Defonfio Regia, calls it " comptulam Iconem,'* and declares 
that it' gave him a more advantageous idea of his perfon th^ he 
ever had before. But it appears from the Greek verfes under- 
neath, that Milton himfelf was not pleafed with it. — Biog. Htft. 
vol. ii. p. 295. 1775. 

** Will any lay that this portrait was the work of an mgenious 
hand j my very friends looking at my own natural countenance 
know not whom it reprefents, and laugh at the awkward imita- 
tion of the idiotic artift." — franflation, 

Milton was undoubtedly far from being pleafed, or he would 
not have diredted the unwitting artid to ftamp a fatirical brand 
on the forehead of his own work. Nor is it natural to fiippofe 
that Milton, who at college was reputed eminently beautiful, 
could be gratified by feeing himfelf depicted like a furly featured 
old follow at the age of thirty-fix. Hard ftudy might, however, 
have induced a feverity of afpefi beyond what time had other- 
wile produced. 
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MoTeley's " Addrcfs to the Reader" is entitled to praife for hs 
early and confident eftimation of Milton's poedc poweis, and 
would have merited more diftindion, had not a fimllar laud been 
[avilhed upon Caitwright, before whofe Poems, in 1651, is a 
copy of verfes addrefTed to the ftationcr by Jo. Lagh, enumerat- 
ing the various Englifh poets whofe worlu had been published by 
Mofelcy, but omitting to name tbofe of Milten, 

R. Fletcher (eenis to glance in the oppofitc paflage in a Pre- 
&ce before his " £x odo ncgotium," 1656. " i am not of that 
number that dares challenge the fharpe fighted cenfure of the 
times ; and conceive their papers as their perfons, beyond £udc 
ordefeflion." 

1660, Jan. 31, Hum. Mofeler, the bookTeller, «tied in St. 
Paul's Churchyard ; buried, 4 Feb. Smith's Catalogue. 

At the laie of Sir Wm. Mulgrave's duplicates, in Feb. 1 798, this 
head of Milton, by Marfhall, Ibki for ^. 181. Manfbn is fiud to 
have purchafed it for the colle£Uon of Mr. Towneley. See Wai^ 
ton's defcription of this print in Milton's Poems, p. 529. 

P. 23. Pidure of Marchionefe of Winchefter and her hufband, 
are in the dining-room at the Duke of Bolton's^ Hackwood, Hants. 
See Warton's Milton, p. 301. 

Epitaph on him by Dryden ; on her by Milton. 

P. 27. " The epiuph on the admiraole dramatic poet, W. 
Shakefpeare," is the firft of Milton's poems that was publiJhed : 
it was prefixed to the fecond folio of the plays, 1632, without 
name or initials. 

P- 57- Jufta Edwardo King naulrago ab amicis mcerentibus. 
Camb. 1638. 4to. This contains the nrll publication of Milton's 
Lycidas. 

P. Ixv. "Mrs. Katharine Milton, wife to John Milton,. Eft). 
was buried in St. Margaret's Church, in Wcftminfter, Feb. 10, 
1657. Reg. Book. Milton then lived in a new houfe in Petty 
France, when Mr. Harvey, fon of Dr. Harvey, of Petty France, 
Weftminfter, told me, Nov. 14, 1770, that old Mr. Lotunde af. 
fured him, that when Mr. Milton buried his wife, he had the 
coffin fhut down with twelve feveral locks, that had twelve fe- 
veral keys, and that he gave the keys to twelve feveral friends, 
and defired the coffin might not be opened till they all met to- 
gcther. Kennet." — JVtod't Ath. Ox. vol. ii. col. 486. 

P. Ixvi. " The late Reverend Mr. Thomas Bradbury, an emi- 
nent difTenting minifter, uled to fay, that Jer. White, who had 
been chaplain to O. Cromwell, and whom he pcribnally knew, 
had often told htm that Milton was allowed by the Parliament a 
wtikly tabU for the entertunment of foreign minifters and per- 
fons of learning, fuch efpecially as came from Proteftant ftatcs. 
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which allowance was alfo continued by Cromwell.'*-— jHi^iZfi'/ 
Notty (ee NewtorCs Liftj p. Ivi. 

P. Ixxii. On ^^ Alex. Moms ornatiffimus,'' fee VaUknaeri 
Opera Criticoj vol. ii. p. III. 

P. Ixxiii. The fame unfounded calumny was fpread regarding 
Chriftina's treatment of Defcartes, as that which has been men- 
tioned of Salmafius. Madame de MotteviUe in her Memoirs, vol. 
i. p. 309, fays, — ^^ La Reine Chriftine au lieu de iaire mourir d'a- 
mour les hommes, elle les faifoit mourir de d^it, et de honte ; 
et fiit, diibit on, depuis caufe que le grand Philofbphe Defcartes 
perdit la vie de cette forte, parcequ' elle n'avoit pas approuv6 
£1 maniere de philoibpher.'' • . . ^^ De pareils- bruits etoient 
femes dans ce tems la, par les ennemis de Defcartes. Le P. 
Sorbiere rapporte dans deux de fes lettres qu'on foup^onnoit du 
poifon dans la maladie de Defcartes.'' v. No. Ixxii. p. 539, 632. 

I will now extra6i a few pafTages from Ibme contemporary 
works relating to this fubjec^, which ought not to have remained 
ib long under great mifconception, when fo much evidence was 
at hand to remove it. ^^ Avant que de quitter la Suede, la Reine 
lui ( M. de Saumaife ) fit des offres avantageufes pour U ntenir 
aupres d'elle, mais parcequ*il avoit donne fa parole aux cura- 
teurs de V univerfite de Leyde d'y retourner, U partit de Stock- 
holm au mois de Septembre 165 1, comble de graces, et de li- 
beralites de Chrifline. Elle lui conferva dans Ta fuite fa bien- 
veillance, et voici en quels termes elle lui ecrivit environ deux 
ans apres fbn depart de Suede." v. Arckenholtz^ Mimoires de 
Cbrj/Hne^ vol. i. p. 232. 

The letter alluded to contained thefe expreffions, — ** Vous 
apprendrez du Sr. Bourdelot I'etat ou je me trouve pour le 
prefent. II vous informera des fentimens d'eflime que je con-- 
fifve pour voire merite. Je vous prie d'en etre enderement afTure, 
et de croire que les conferverai toute ma vie, comme vous les avez 
vfl naitre par la connoifTance que j'ai eiie de ce que vous valez. 
Confervez moi votre amitie, et foiez certain qu'il n'y a perfbnne 
qui vous eflime T^al de moi. Stockholm, 6 Juin, 1653." 
oalmafius, it appears, was afraid of paffing into England, in his 
way to Sweden. Boineboursh alfo writes to Linker, — *' Ma- 
nebit Salmafius in Suedii quod propter defenfionem regiam fuam, 
nufquam tutus commorari pofTe credatur nifi inter Reges." — v. 
Commerc. Epiji. Leibnitz. Graberi Anecd, Boinebourgh. i. 13. 
G. Patin fays : ^^ Saumaife lui avoit repondu, qu'il faiibit trop 
froid en Suede, et trop chaud en Angleterre.^' v. Lettres^ vol. i. 
p. 91 and 256. 

It appears that Nic. Heinfius threw into the fire an Elegy 
which he had written againfl Salmafius. Patin fays, ^^ Sive hoc 
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fecerit iphilolbi^tce,' «t Chriftiandi! Aw fa«nt jubeotr-iet i^e- 
■Tvalt SmJomm rtgina fne SabB^iBniytaHfuaiifmMgtlMm''^^!», 
nhit rt firiv recJaatavit/' r.-i\iftVix'£#ff#r/, lxxb.'p. ijSl.' < 

Thcoolj cuife of mifiinderftaniiingbcttreen'tlui'^iiiaDairi 
du .&:hol3r vas 'on acoouac of^Sd^taAus'iefafing'^toiiiainiKc 
VolEus^wbo had lonttheibn of SolnuiGuB ibme.Dian^, vroidi 
the ftthsr-Tefbrod: to-! repays There.^is a rmnufeript letMiaf 
Boduutto V«ffiu6,24MaTi, 1653^' ^ But om this ftilj«A'h»'.fiu^ 
in Mcnagianu, i. 350^1*^ EfDorifaraxoit^deiinalheurpDitf ^iAoffiue, 
Chrtftine -aiant appria:({u'tl'V«aott &riie cantreiSanmii&idimBt 
dirs^ qu'tUen* vmktplia U uuV/* 'il' tnift tfaatthis ffi fKift 
qwcftio" is now fet at reft : and I fiiall end tbis' note bjr «Btiwftitfe 
xitciBpccaCei sxtd aJcogetbcrnot^wijuftcoinpariien l]ttinten>fii£ 
mafins sAd^anpther gEatt.rc^olar of hiBdsj>t,iiHudiiane->Wifinnd 
in 2: boolc ofYome FBrRy, VigntulJ^farviHe-, xotaci. ^meaob 
'^ Le Cardinal Richelieu difoitqu'il ne coimoiffoitiaumioiiapi ^m 
trais Jiomincs (buveramemciit ^atrans^ c^eft^i dirt^-Al.^dc:SHv 
maifevGivtius^ ctiBignoti, i-Fetiiv&ta&iPtBrefcidi&itiil^e Q^ 
dm valok deUx Saumaife8.:> M^EBafiut^.lenic^-nerdit^^weOfw- 
tius ^ale feulement Soligct ct &i/iiuifei 1 '.ijcyaiictoiiihien 
pour M. Peifcfi: contrc Mi Ba&aB;e, etti y auroit bich dts gens 
entr'autres Monf. Colomies, qui^^ieroicdentioitietBvW: moi. 
M. de Saumaife avoit refprit^tres vift'Mi4a'tB^moiitt>pr6i£^iEQ&A 
Autant de lirres de la ^900, autsnt' d'tnpRnhtitu. -^ais-tl ne 
digeroit pas affcz les matieres qi/il traitoit,!CD^W3 ^oaibic^ 
public, ii le daiuioh tout cm avec d^dainferoaibm'eaooPki^lco- 
leTe. ' 11 fembtoit jetter ion Grec, fon Lam, et'tMUa'fs'tfbteiioe 
a la. tetedss gens. GrotiuS'au«ontnure^>oo«riidtrrfUiity)dig^ 
tout rordotuia, et ta range -fagemenMa-rc^ie^' eg tfafaiffl§e 
fan lisSsury ioa ^niditiani ell comnetuK' vrand-flBiiWtt quvHb 
rtipandlargementt^et'ifait -du 4iien .'a tuucl&'inimds icAotaac 
d'iiuvrHgcsdeGratiu6,autaiitde>iihc6d)aiiivros'jeo ttMit Moiic^Vb 
qu eft fans. cxemplccheK les'!AiKfens,'etr'cheii U8ij£>acnnfci 
Jamais jautcur- n'a iiiieux< choHii ^es fujtfts d'eciwe^ itstanmda 
avec eux, et i!ts't,'t^3Siii.tkntKvecbm.;in<enfcitvtid amfStudtnt 
rerum vis ingenii." '• ••:■■•':- '" 

The defed, perhaps cbe'£)letxinc:{<ttn'ithiE>greBt"fdKAif'faa$ 
been alluded ' to ini.tbe laflt. CKtra&^aadttsi^cdnfiiiinal/b^^iawiR 
modern authori<y.— ^ S^maitiis, imhis expdnendis r»aiem^^t^mi 
tener/inait paOatiWXi nuin[iiamltamen,'{}ra fii6i6ibl» ad!|Tmim 
relapfufi."' v..Anecdat2'Heinltcrhiiftaliaiabr/;'Geel,'J<f)jr 31.1«^ 
Again, " Vix idubito qam memot^^-ciii-tptantuRiTk^fiAciffiine 
fepc nimis confidebat, viro magno fraudem fecerit." The critic 
is alluding to Salmaftus giving fhcword: IfUMfin aSjtb^ titl»of 
one of the comedies of Menander.' - ■ --r >■ r-^ ' -?■. • . ..n,n 



JLDBENDJt. ditix 

-<r.P. IxxtTb' >To qiBMx the EuIogicB'of Scholars on tils entditioit 
«f-Salaufiin^'-would be tO' traafcribe from sJmoft cveiy book of 
cridcifip from his day to thir prefect, Tbcccader however, uay 
'bexcftn^ for the^dercima to the various Ana, and BaJUet Juge- 
aBn»tlssrSavaRsiwi<l W«ifii.Coiifpedus>SuppeUk£piil)ol: p. gj. 
!Vkl^v.- ,Nor.dta»itibc judgment of moddnYchDlan withheld the 
nakK lof fifperiDriiT b willingl)i granted :t^ihia>rcontem{Xxanes. 
'Ijabfefrft-aibtccntic of ominenUj in ilettei-withc Antholmr, 
JifiiSithe hnnagoinf the bighsft praifb when; he calls hnn^'Cct 
Haoul^lttb^reiiDipoitrait dnmptcit tausles^tnonftres; tt^que 
l a at amnt aairevm fiuB que moL'' (v.Aiiiattgesxie^Critiqsnt 
^biJtiigit fandardait'de la HxbfUe., tora.i.^p. igT^)' Andihe 
4iBff&lnuvlfa^^^Ja;iafiemblB'de^i9kl]igtefas tnas les maatzimx 
wttuiBmaeaipoiU' Amaen una viefiU tSaamaff, jc pt^ede d^ie 
plit«paNdjioinhfe.«t>lc3 ^s piecie\ixmaiBi)aicTinnqttc«ncore 
^^alcjUiatMticltB'iinpoitanstf'T-.TromL ilL p. 306^1 iSseiallbMe- 



rfs; Ahti-BaiUet, IroL xiTj.pt.5. ojribid. voIj xv< {KM03. 3681 
■38V oiMeTdMiGnitiAuSfifiyisiH Bi fitaliqtid quod aa&iat<SaL- 
-Mn«u%«ink»o honitil, fsdiiSdend^ dsefl::^i and/^abac appiiei 



rto&injdkeiilffcriptioii«f iVirgifs Japiterf 
f'fiM:. '-ffeHiotvgornccinetasirerudi, lisc temporx'ponb, . 
.ii>m nvptnimtine nns dedu fr .-t'i- .!■ > 1' - r; ui. ;■' 

Qifrithtfi^M/teioiriSalmB&isiasairnteTi/eeGe/flenr^^^f^vAL 
*i b.-^4^. .f JlilagDiis 'Sahnalius muhis d^ffionibuK fcedawit 
JoatfioMa lAt|0a>fiioB, et feoit ut noa le^intur^ &c. iai.". \ 
•r<-J\i'bBin% iiUi^rhere bos iidt one gicat poet sppeondiia Ffanee 
ftm-tficbogianiDeofiOardinal Richdicu's miiufin-, but he has 
beq)itniMc£bad!aM'Oiiooiiiaged,>Bnd his merit as raft as it could 
j fW Ml ihag. beep generaily acknairiedgBd. J wi£h I could as truly 
«ffirqittkelkmeimttwofEtii^d. 'iThe^eatquaRtiesof Milton 
WcreAot g Bn erdlyiKJiown among his countrymen ttiU the Pir^ 
^fe-XoA Bad: beeB) puUiihed more tfaan< thirty yttn i ■ bitt when 
lAi^adidkabltf poet was among. the.Italians, die snatnels^f 'his 
genius «ratf IcnoWn to them in the.veiy.bloooi of nis youthv^even 
thirty, ycare before thattnconpar^tepocin was vtvaxn."-*-DiiH 
nit'i Litters^ p. 78. . . 

'.-.if Jdiortjpoople comprehend the «Dtcdlcacyiof Homer, and Vir- 
gflvand-Mdton^ tban-the beauties ofMartial and Cow4^^ thoogh 
psc)up9<tlien ain^nottsn ptrlbnsliviagiwho IcnowElU themctit 
ofYirgili andMilton'sParadifaLoft'hadbeeapriRfied^^^^Mri 
bafiirp it'wis kno^m ta die cteateft part, of England thaD there 
bcrd7.Wasfiichiabook."-<-iAnM(uff LtUert^ p; 173. 

■'■■-■ -'I • ' ■ ; ; 

" *3ti A'oltfhfiidafSt.iriert6ie'»'biowfcdp?hdivto!t7,*Q;5odHler6^ 
nynuu nelchrit, nullut raortaliun) uwtldMt ibint." 
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P. Ixxvii. " Nor can I believe that feveral who pretend to be 
paffionate admirers of Milton would treat him if living in any 
other manner, for the following reafbns. 

^^ Becaufe they are fo fond of nothing as of that foft and effemi- 
nate rhyme which makes the very reverfe of the harmony, and 
of the manly and powerful and noble enthuflafm of Milton. 

^^ Becauie the generality of poets and wits his contemporaries 
did not efteem him, though they were by no means inferior in 
underftanding to his pretended living admirers. Wilmot, Earl 
of Rochefter, never fo much as mentioned him in his Imitation 
of the Tenth Satire of the Firft Book of Horace. When he 
came to imitate that paflage, ^ Forte epos acer ut nemo Varius 
ducit,' inftead of Milton he names Waller; and when that noble 
peer was fome years afterwards afked by Dr. Burnet, fince Bifhop 
of Salifbury, for which of the modem poets he had mofk efteem^ 
he anfwered without the leafl hefitation, for Boileau among the 
French, and Cowley among the Englifh poets. Mr. Rymer, in 
his Firfl Book of Criticifm, treated the Paradife Lofl with con- 
tempt, and the generality of the readers of poetry, for twenty 
years after it was publifhed, knew no more of that exalted poem 
than if it had been written in Arabic. Mr. Dryden, in his Pre- 
face before the State of Innocence, appears to have been the 
fiHl, thofe gentlemen excepted who^ verfes are before Milton's 
poem, who difcovered in fo public a manner an extraordinary 
opinion of Milton's extraordinary merit. And yet Mr. Dryden 
at that time knew not half the extent of his excellence, as more 
than twenty years afterwards he confeiTed to me, as is pretty 
plain from his writing the State of Innocence ; for Mr. Dryden 
in that poem, which is founded on the Paradife Lofl, falls fo in- 
finitely (hort of thofe wonderful qualities, by which Milton has 
diftinguifhed that noble poem from all other poems, that one of 
thefe two things mufl be granted ; either that Mr. Dryden kneiy 
not the extent of Milton's great qualities, or that he defigned to 
be a foil to him. But they who knew Mr. Dryden know very 
well that he was not of a temper to defign to be a foil to any 
one." — Dennises Letters^ p. 76. 

P. Ixxviii. " The mofl wonderful teflimony in his [Brad- 
(hawe's] favour is from Milton^ who is faid to have been recom- 
mended by him to Cromwell for the place of Latin fecretary. 
And in his Defenfio pro Populo Andicano there extols him, &c." 
— Lord Campbell* s Lives of Chief juftices^ vol. i. p. 489. 

P. Ixxx. Jeanes, or Janes, publifhed in the year 165 1 an 
Anfwer to Milton's Iconoclaftes. In the year of the Reftoration, 
1660, this book was brought out again under the title of ^^ Sal- 
mafius his Detedion of the Diabolical Rebel Milton," intending 
thereby to pafs it off as a tranflation of Salmafius's poflhumous 
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work. Ad Johannem Miltonum Refponflo. It is in fa£l the fame 
work and the fame edition as that brought out by Janes, with 
the exception of the title and a leaf of addrefs to the reader. 

P. Ixxxi. See South's Sermon on the 30th of January. '* But 
others more knowing, infift not fo much upon the warrant of 
Scripture, but plead jbrovidential difpenjations^ and then God's 
works (it feems) mult be regarded before his words. And the 
Latin Advocate (Mr. Milton), who, like a blind adder j has fpit 
fb much poyfbn upon the King's perfon and caufe, fpeaks to the 
matter roundly. ^ Deum fecuti Ducem, et impreflfa paffim 
divina veftigia venerantes, Viam baud obfcuram fed illuftrem, 
et illius aufpiciis commonftratam, et patefa£lam ingreffi fumus.' 
But muft we read God's mind m his footfteps, or in his word ? 
This is, as if when we have a man's hand-writing, we fhould 
endeavour to take his meaning by the meafure of his foot, &c. 
&c." 

Perhaps South had an eye on Milton in the following paflage 
in his Sermons, vol. viii. ferm. 10, ^^ What that particular un 
was, for which the angels were thrown down from their ftation, 
is hard and perhaps impoffible to be determined, yet men enquire 
after it, as freely as if it might, and fome pitch it upon pride. 
Though in their confident alTerting of that which is no where 
delivered, they feem to difcover no fmall pride and arrogance 
themfehesj* &cc. In vol. x. ferm. 7, in his argument againfl 
David Paraeus, South attacks Milton's pofition : — " Becaufe the 
kings of England take an oath at their coronation to govern by 
fuch and fuch laws, which in cafe they fhould not, Milton and 
fiich others, are fo bold as to abfolve the fubje6l from his alle- 

E'ance; I fhall, to dafh that puritan^ anti-monarchical tenety 
Y down this diflin£lion, that it is one thing for a king to pro- 
mife to manage his kingly office according to fuch rules ; and 
another things to take upon him the kingly office upon condition 
that he fb governs; it is this latter only that would render 
him accountable to his people : but the former, if not fulfilled, 
is not breach of an antecedent condition, but only breach of 
a fubfequent promife, for the fm of which he is anfwerable only 
to God." 

P. Ixxxii. ^^ For my part I have no notion, that a fufFering Hero 
can be proper for epic poetrv. Milton could make but very 
little even of a fufFering god, wno makes quite another impreffion 
with his lightning and his thunder in Paradife Lojiy than with 
his meeknefs and his floicifin in Paradife Regained. That great 
fpirit which heroic poetry requires, flows from great paffions, and 
from great a£lions. \x the fufFering Hero remains infenfible, 
the generality of readers will not be much concerned for one 
who is fo little concerned for himfelf." — Dennises Letters ^^. 11. 
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- P.4xxxiv. wi-aDtt ^i. J.may-mencisathztiB a: -note to the 

Lifeof Million in tht A]dine-edition,{)riDted 1832^1 msaoanei 
^at Vavaffar^ >n3S tho pcribn' alluded it6i)y Or. J^hii£in>0Q4fae 
woids^ ^i/^tz axiAJtiaeaneieJireMiK" aahama&voAatA Miltan's 
miftake in the ufc of the word Vapulandut..: I kuni tht refonance 
wbeBxeadingdcnius'sjWorkdJltuled ta.' Since which Uee Mr. 
Hallm ins indde the &11M 'reiiBrk..in hit Hiftary of^Liteiatuic^ 
bitt :ha^ noL done I nw ths^ favoitr of iftatiag^hB' fausoe ofdiis obAw* 
motioa. 'j^ Illudiwruai'paritcr.Et -fcAiyuni (fuodisquo.kK» H 
qulhua plane. verbis attribsitSalmaAoCllxcifilKie^ iiflem ipfe £4»*' 
dfnutQ' ^t fiibeoifino fl^i4iiiini.ncn nuMn ]uliAittaCi"-fMr*' ^Irm^ 
for de ^pigr. cxxii. p, 144, Crtni'i Anim.P/iiiaia^, ismo.'p. 77. 
P. xciii: tVThe eftate which lii»fi(thei kftihimAvaaibiit/intlif- 
fertntj ystby his frttgalitTiherintul&iii&Ereihiai and JttsiinTOut 
of his iecf oCin^s lakryfae had &ved two t)loulandfD^nds^wfaic)t' 
bcing'lodged En the cxciie, aad that bank'&ilin^at it^b Butjofa's 
reftocatian^'he "Utterly loA that fum. , By:. the grtbbfriiwbich 
happenMl in. London''ln' ths. b^ianmg of Septcfthn^ ii66A^ik9 
kadahoufe in'SreadStneetburattwhs^ waft all «hciireal leftate 
be had then )mh.'f~^If^ud'i Atii-Qx. vol. tL a>/. 4B6. •< ; ji.- 1.^:' 
To what .(ioeE Fieldkg altaie^wheni he. (ky 5,1 -^f it isitobs, 
hoped heedlefs people willbc nKvecaadaifS'^^b.tluy.burnjMor 
ufeto ot^r vilepuqjofes, «rpeoiaSyUdiai^ey conJlder.thi;dBCe 
which had like to have be6^en tlie divint Miliom^i--^Vi'^tirn, 
Uth* Ntttt J^rld,^y^. ■ <• ..n-.u-.-.ui.) .. .-_ ,.: v.ii, upi r- 1 

I'P. xciv- W«<(lws awrioe^ in^ithe Gftttkna^i ^iMitgxTimt^ 
A!ugiiftii9849, p; t6j) Jho(ild.not'haveiconi|]lBincd<if,Mi[.'Wat 
eotthadalways, upon like occa&uiiibeeHasidiffBfeaahBiis apoq.' 
fome of the ftrtetsjin the he^bourhood ofi St^'Maigenet^» 
church; <Df thefei:*'iYorloStrcet" is afiieameii.- . - ijn..) k'.. 
' *'Ih thisllrefet-wa»MiltoTiVftu(ty.' -He walke4 beneatb the 
dappled (hadows which th« urc^anheu&s ftillithrowia^eoliitlM 
way. Uporl'the parapciic/Fthe pK^ehcbacJBm-OnceLthc.fijEi^bni* 
of No. ig is a ftone tablsti bearing ibis tn&ription : — ' Sacred to 
Milton, Prince of Poets ;- it.Wa» placed there by William Haz- 
lltt, cflayift, who' rented she hokdit in^ >i8i't,' afttr hk^nurnagti^ 

" In 1651, the poet quittedhis pffidal'-re^donce inScoCbixl 
Yardj for thisthwi^prettygarden-boiifcinoKt to'Lotd-Scilfla- 
more^t and opening intotthsiParki'.'i The.flglu.of ifais'Ie&i^b 
he loft late in thefkme year, andthat' of hisirightixpei in) 1^594 
His child '£)c4>orah wasoont faere^ion Mayi3,:i6>5a«jand fitim 
this houle^ 'Aghtlcfs and dark/itfaf^,o)d>[han* ibltoired fki>>die 

-.'- ■ ■' ^-'y^: i-<:- -'■■ ■ ' ■..i -i «'■■-■■ --t -H-. . 

• Milton, WM^t'64''*^ol(;W'oiJjy'iiilii»lll?Wflyil(rWttn'tfii« 
wift iiii in Ptbf. 1**7-9. -i-Riv. '■" •' ^ ' '' ' ■>■ 
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&d'pn>ceffion which bore to<ber grave his bdoved wife, whom 
WibDonslu tbitheii fcarce a year bcfbrei' > During his'i^&dence 
berev^niileAndifeiv 'Marvel was his fecrctaryy he wrote his 
* Scooad Defence of the' Peoplc^ of England,' and the ^ Civil 
Pomef in EcxleTiaflical Caufes.' . :''.'- 

- :*^ A ia>tten<wiilow tresj now. l^Bratod"by a Mrall from the 
htnnfalei dwelling, isiElid to have been planted bythe poet's hand^ 
JeRmyi Bcoitham, t» whom the boufe belonged, iifed>frequently 
tia maile vifieois fa^ct before it ; but whsn )k prdpofed to' cut 
doMm the 'tree^ William HaxMttvTcandaUaed by the f contem- 
plated profenatioa^' inlericced,' and oommemoratea hit indimiation 
■ in th«^Spirk of the Age^' ^ : » , > ^ •. ■ 

[rtf.Aii.tbefe windotrs the-poctYat. Tbc Warm, balmy brebth 
of litmniec, and the fr:^;rancci of flowers, dealing !b through the 
otHiubttice^'toUihimof tbekright ordation Witheuty whofe love- 
litie6 his fightlels eyes might never fee again, till they beheld 
unfaaleddieiBctter Land ; whilethe Ibfc low tones of tne organ 
Wrhictl Ita Uive^ andthe conreriadon of his friends, attuned his 
hoaft^pitiBtKeiand-re^^nalion. < There oft he mufed, ridi in 
thickly-crowding. &ncieB' that wtita forth ^bve^ the wide eanh^ 
flttheni^ifr<»n.oucit£ thretifoldloMgdom freOi -images of ftately 
beaiityi; andlinowV' upfeaning tnta the companies of fpirits of 
iBood^iCarriediawhile amid the fecrcts of eternity, until they were 
mjwdonly biifore dw throne of living light." 

On turning to Mr, Cunningham's account of Ybrlc Street, he 
v^.be tbind to g^ethc grcatsr part,'but not the whole, of the 
bni &As,'^ciamp»iGid lindeed within lefs than one-fourth the 
^aoei'ihe'diffetsan'thcfeitcfpedts^ i. he-lays the flreet received 
its osme' from: the rslidbnce: of Arcfabifhop- Sharp ; 2. he (ays 
the tablet was fe« op by Benthai&y'bcfore' Hazlitt inhabited the 
bdafeigiand 3. hejgivus the linfcription thus, "Herb lived 
^H» MtLVoN,7iaiE PUHCB.OF PoBTB.?' But We havc vilited 
tibe^t, and find die words .as Mr. .Walcott ^vcs them — 

..; I ,1^:,': ' 1; v ■ SACILEtl TO MiLTON ■ - 

- .1 .,,..:!;'• ,, I Prince of Poets. 

VmevHu.^hk Milton^s projected Poem of Arthur, fee Hurd's 
Dialogues, vol. iii. p. 262 to p. 335. 

P.«c*iiii* " Piodamation- for Sup^roffing Milton's Dcfenfio 
Bopidi Analioani, The Anrwtf to the Eicon fiafilice, and Good- 
win'si Obfin»aor of Juftice, and whereas the laid John Milton 
and^ John Goodwin are both fled^ or lb obfcure themfelves, that no 
£adegv(»in ufed far their appicheniions can take eSe£l, whereby 
they mi^t be brought to L^i Tryal, and dcfcrvedly receive 
condign Punilhment for their Treafons and Offences." 

P. xcix. *' Milton, after being detained in the cuftody of the 
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Seijesmt at Arms, was relealed by order of the Houfe. The 
Serjeant had exaded from his prifoner, per Itttsr^ the amount of 
150/. a fum which with great difficulty he had borrowed from 
his iriends. A, Marutll brought the matter before the Houfe, 
and moved that the money Ihould be refunded. He was fup- 
ported in the motion by Colonel King and Colonel Sharpell, 
two officers of undoubted loyalty as well as gallantry. But the 
Solicitor General Finch ftrongly oppofed it, faying, that * this 
Mr. Milton had been Latin Secretaiy to Cromwell, and tnftead 
of paying 150/. well deferved hanging.' However the matter 
was referred to a Committee of Privileffes, Vihs therefore decided 
for the Pcet." — See Lord Campbell's Lives, vol. iii. p. 382, 

P. ci. '^ Philips, in his Life of Milton, fays that foon after his 
third marriage, in 1662, he ' removed to a houfe in the Artillery 
Walk, leading to Bunhill Fields,' the houfe at which he lioiQied 
the Paradilc Loft, and from which he was buried. It is not eafy 
to trace the fpot. No fuch place as Artillery Walk occurs in 
the elaborate map of London publifiied by Ogilby, the trandator 
of Homer, in 1677, within three years after Milton's death. 
Aubrey, however, another original authority, tells us in his 
memoranda on the Life of Milton, that he ' died in Bunhill 
oppofite the Artillery-garden- wall.' In Ogilby, and in various 
other maps, the name of Bunhill, without any addition, is given 
to a row of houfes occupying thefiteof the weftemfide of thefouth- 
em part of the prelent Bunhill Rnu, the oppofite fide of which, 
now another row of houfes, was then formed by one of the walls 
of the Artillery Ground, which were built, according to High- 
more, the hiftorian of the Artillery Company, about tne time of 
the ReftoratJon. This row might well be defcrtbed as leading 
to Bunhill Fields, for It (till leads towards the well known But>- 
hill Fields burying-ground, the refting-place of Dr. Watts, of 
Bunyan, and Defoe. It might well bear the name of the Artil- 
lery Walk, from its proximity to the Artillery Ground, and yet 
the name in common parlance be merged in that of Bunhill, as 
is the cafe with its prefent oppofite neighbour, Artillery Place 
Weft, which is only generally known as part of Bunhill Row. 
Here then, in all probability, in the row of houfes to the left of 
the paHenger who turns northward from Chiiwell Street towards 
St. Luke's Hofpital and Peerlcfs Pool flood the houfe in which 
* Paradife Loft' was written. Many of the houfes now there 
are well-built, and by no means of a modem appearance ; but 
unfortunately there is none fufficiently antique to be affigned with 
fafety to the time of Milton. The whole of BunhiU Row is in 
the prefent parifli of St. Luke, Old Street, which then ft)rmed 
the *■ Lordftiip part' of the pariOi of Cripplegate, whofe church 
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of St. Giles's is memorable for the burial of Milton and the 
marriage of Cromwell. The next ftrcet to Bunhill Row, on the 
oppofite fide of Chifwcll Street, was the famous Grub Street, fo 
long {uoverbial as the rcfidencc of hackney authors, which llill 
fubnfts, but with the name metamorphofed, fmce about 1830, 
to the noble one of Milton Street, taken from its illuftrious 
noighbour." — Mr. Themat H^atts. 

P. cvii. The following is a curious notice from an obfcure con- 
temporary writer of Poetry, who publilhed his little volume foon 
after Paradife Loft had appeared. " I was much taken with 
learned Mr. Milton's caft and fancy in his book, namely, Para~ 
dife Lofl. Him I have followed much in his method, and have 
been otherwife beholden too, how much I leave them to judge, 
but I have ufed a more plain and familiar ftyle, becaufe I con- 
ceive it moft proper." — Poems of Samuel Slater, Pref. 1679. 

P. cviii. See Sterling's Arts and Artifts in Spain, vol. 3, p. 1048. 
"His (Medina's) Paintings feem almoft confined to Scotland, where 
he refided. He was knighted by the Lord High CommifSoner 
Queenfbuiy, and was the laft man on whom the honour was 
conferred before the Union, In a fliort vifit to England he pro- 
bably dcfigned his twelve Plates for Somcrs' Milton, fo. 1705. 
In thefe ne dtfplayed no very high powers of appreciating his 
author, but they were thought worthy of being reproduced in a 
fmaller fonn. He died 5 Oa. 1710. His picture is at the Gal- 
lery at Florence. He has received the fomewhat dubious praife 
of being called the Kneller of the North." There is Ibme mif- 
take in the date given by Mr. Sterling. The 4th edition, folio, 
1699, was the frrft which had Medina''s Plates. Book iv. has a 
Plate after B, Lens, Senr. and Book xii. one taken from Ra- 
phael's Bible. 

P. cix. Mr. Hawkins has obferved (vide Lifi: of MUton, p. 
IxT. note)thatthe Angeleidax)fErafmus Valvafone, 1590,3 book 
Milton is fuppofed to^ave feen, attributes to the AtoftaU Spirits 
the invention ef Arttlliry, I may add that in reading the Zodi- 
acus Vitae of Palingenius, 1559, I found ^Kfame difcovery given 
tt the fame fallen angeh. The paflage is fo curious, in this and 
Other refpects, as to deferve quotation, efpecially as it is not al- 
luded to in Mr. Todd's edition. The poet is dcfcribit^, as Mil- 
ton has, the various fallen Potentates. 

Sarcotheumquc vide, qui rex eft primus, et idem 
Peffimus ; hunc alii reges metuuntquc coluntque 
Huic fcrvit quicquid tenet orbis dzmoniorum 
A quo ceu quodam centro, genus omne malorum 
Emicat, ut radii Solis de corpore manant. 
Afpexi hunc igitur, faevum horribilemque, fuperbo 
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Extantem Solio, fcderataque Sceptra tenaktem. ' ' 

Auribus atque oculis lucent, et naribus igneS'iJ''iii'JTi'^^ '^J-' 
^ vO^Miftttiofts^evd^mgmndia'flafmfiii» on unn iii^i i 

^i ! i/lfttB tyrasffiu» igitij'tknquam perfiringtre -ceehmu r-^K j t .1 
V ''Vfettet,>'et^th€fi*fclfut>cn»d«^H«fe^ab/au^^ /rijtjf;j .rjvy 

a n u^Turte^ tifihi'du6fer i^t-^Fuit^hicipolcherriiiius oliulvi A .VvW 
'^4'''Supi<6mdquis Jovi )(that4ilbdi^ : <a^ jriitj ^u^ij 

' ^^Gondiri(^^etiaUs<ic>gna»^fii|^ ^ /^» 

r^^^^^t^ittadtkLm^mkroypar fotrhque ^Uiiibi^^ ^?c>. M e^ i'' 

^^ Tifeindte'itel^ari iti^ruki'jtiffttiiiue^Midhfid ; >r nnrfvscoixvrt^ • 
j' ^ G61ifthlitt'(j«no(sJHi inter nubila fine» >w ^^^r ix.sc ..oviic-. vo.<a? 
"^^I'-^a^'i^ eaMtofriTcafe^hiiMidVvet^fUmqiieilonoriini'ri? nonat^r 
"iJ '^^bll'dbHty«'^dhue/<^Ypift^d*kifeiiill^ ». oi ot 'onmi 

>' I B^ll^mdveif' ftpbrisy' clwlamqweimimpdri^teniit/nui^ijiiJj A 
j"ii.i{f}/ie4li^or^ hiiic^oAitrus^ metuendaique^liiUna fiuiit^>vj./ 

• ItcCfS^tA^^ {farikas «Id "that Miltoii^itoodQ.iiis ifofcripfin^ mo-* 
count Qif the 'various kadeiBbf th&ie&eUioiis Angelsp ivtkc 
firft 'bM>kj ^&oih this' book of Pa(Kngehi\ls {Sagktorim)^ 4br tbtff 
are^(enumiefat^<in the fam^imkniwt-iasi each) prefidingtiover tlie 
varid$it wM 4hitt ttm^t ^nd ^fflia mankinds > ^ At iny c«ltoe<te^ pa^ 
&ge tS'focutious andenteltamiiig^ iid'vHil!i)(^Ure[raythcU-eadi^^ 
trouble^bi uitning to iti ^ ^Scaltger juiftly calleA^Pklmgetiibs. ^Fier 
An^elo ManfoH) Pwta- mn fptftHinduy. vido'Scaiigeriana^>ine3r . 

i P« eix)^ lit P^r^fe Loft»^!^ 495^^0 ine^t with an apparent 
mixture of imagery and expref&on, that might have called up- cbf 
obfervatioai of 'forine one^of -the niilneroiife 'Goia»n^ntlitors>; %ut 
thefeis rioxiote ih Mr. Todd'iedkiOiwx ' ^ . ^; . «>' . > v^-. 

u:. h^" Sight fo^efertn, v^hat A^rr ifrockbovHA Jong'f r. 1 ,i;. 
.'L. ;«-;• ^Drjii^^ J 'b^fthold ?'*''■: ^- ni.-ri-// h-mi -j-.; /;«>i5 ■• v/ , i<^» 

I may therefore obferVe ihatthe Cbriftian! Poet ScduHas has^tfici 
expreffion, ^^ ut Cdf^t oeuUs intsrior^csdigo deferuit." See Sedulii 
Carm. ed Amt^nii,'-p.'3.'^''»'i'^'n.ii i-.ni.i .ti.c, .Mj.i o'/ 

There it aHb^tnexpremon in Paradife Regained which, as none 

of the< OoHiitiewtatom teire[touch^d oni, Intay b^lezcUfed^expUin- 

ing-aM'^s pllce^offeiS'tttf opportuiikyi' v.'t'.j.-^i.fi'j V'-<\.a< v.ii;ji.?-.- 

i.> !^f T3ieirfuihp(U0us'g^ttonk9<a«vd>govgeoiai feaflki' )nfiq ^ri 

^ ■ ^. vO» citron taMiis or jftlk^ictJlvHi^^^^^Pii ijR i iv. « f i^^n > t- y 

Gitron^wood^t^'on Mount Ack»! land wp$iheld%y thejLomans^ 
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as valuable as jgaM. :;Mart>a),i E|i. xiVkifig. '. MiAoeip&fclices 
AtlandcamiMicn^ifyivas.'' ..,''.Atlaii£ic Aoao^'AtheCoawt^ntators 
b.j, was never JvMrd of c nor.canithe^: «Kplaui'the.tncam^ig of 
the expreflion. - ,■;■ : ■: ,, .'.n ^ . . : . , i •■,i ,.. ■([,■])", >ij4j-''/' 

I can find no aooeuntgorAdantic mail4c>ia>theilcwi()eil work 
of Cahof^wluade^^AjDt. .Maiworibus. &ut Itb^ifcve ,tjiat,{\have 
detected tl» true meaning of f^ 'Atlantic ftone^" which h^ cfeaped 
the CommentMon. '; Plinri pa^Rtionsi thatr^ewopdai ofikAtlas 
were eagerly feaxchedtyitMiRomanSifprpitron iwooiiwdnfory. 
Hiji. J^fciift-Sfic* J. .Ij,,p..(j66t ied.Bro&, i*',QtiawJi5)cimse 
cujus efficactlfitna #ii fentitur atttWl:(iiHXUiia, Cum^ri^^^O^ue 
lilvx exquiiantur." . Diod. Sieulua ijoin£'tbeinvl>b.',v«,c^xlvi. 
vol. 3, p. 355, cdb, .B^K '. " i» ii-^BvfdfMfm.TtutiMiif^aiiiffurraf 

Wiiiiuouqyi\iixtiii •" {q the autboi! iof'the vi^d^ai/f, xvii. ,i3.,'f'a-j5» 
{uAor SwiVw, Koj gray mitutf Atfa^imi'' SbtdaiS;apd Pau^Ul alio 
mention th<nn.tagother.|>, iW^ioa^ th^iefoTe^coaGdej! ^fr^dzntic 
ftonc" to be a learno<i[and|joetkaJt|iv^,for Mnwigithe.^VEbur 
AtlanticumV'':and [Pliny. alfo.fsysitib^t.tli^. fifr«ftsvin iMawtania 
were filled wttibi-eleph«fits,lib.HV<i p..|,[i..vol.ja.,p4:3&4«iUMfa[ne 
forefls whidi^iaJFanlediitha «itean.ivqodi ' SbouM»^ tftwi:^' be 
{till ;th(Hi^M afingulafi ex^effian for ivory, it may be obfervcd 
that feffiJfiinUMy Eoight hsvc^bttA (ou^tS^T^i .tatd tbatiUbt^v'Ub. 
xMxnu c^iiqnifk i8t<:yoli-/6,<>(t> 2'3o,~ mi»ftions-ii'Mtn<r«/ invryy 
wbith-be eaUt-a^yhtt't- 1 --if CticmtTbor.tBi/usdtitte^maltiuum 
nfinte nalcitikirj oi; qua oUm ^itkxitifiikoa'foiissM^iltnfaf^^ai» 
#^atiruipedibua:iuJtientc» /BniiHX,i^fia eontn jnorgaiitft». rwene-. 
banlL^ii^civiR; ieai^'<]uain-KabuiN.onMB«,).fne'quKi«onfi3-bis 
fiem^'iDicene.pDflrtitRi'quiKus 'vilisiatquciiedes.dnbficMiEDiBtque 
ez^itsp. maxima opete, cilra^ aXt^9 eicre,iXU{\ie fnaviiiieiitn ft»- 
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P. cix. .^^Xfatalb orthc' fitthoniliefs ab)^^ a.gloorn impervious, 
fire witheut Ught^'m darkaefaibuioit^^til^utftai.tihining.Vt SeeSar 
lil, trandMed by.fioydf m. hi» ScdeaiPBlTage^.p.-aj.^, 2nd cd. 
1810. We now fee from whom MiltoA:deriveiichat-adebrated 
pBOagainthe:&rftbotilcof;his^aradiferI>aflr-tHi 'u.i t-;t' > 
„i.,..'; . -J n-. ' ;..,r ,i-;i, ..jil^'-yrt'froro thofe flvnesui" ,'■-.,[■ t-k;/-. 
No light, but rather daiknefs vifible," &«.■ , , . 
J.: .!\-i 'M' u->i.\. :■■>/• itiiiii^i i-]iFtym aC^nttfpenJtnt. 
.?.^nt.< VtrHc(Qr.ArnoJii)titfld'&Kqwciitl^to(lw«U'0« thisef- 
fentially mi'xV chara£ler of althua^a» thii^a a»,, for example, in 
his princi{^..oftik«)«ppiioatiot)«f{»rofiheay:i»huii»n events or 
perfons^' ia.Via'}th^har'aQtri/iic^d^iJit efA4iU*it's rtprtjintatiim 
af Satan, -i' Byugiving' a Iniman likeoefs and i>epr«l£nting him 
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as a bad man, you neccflarily get feme imaget of what is gatd a» 
well as of what Is bad. For no living man is entirely evil. Even 
Banditti have fome generous qualities. Whereas the reprefent*- 
don of tht Devil Jhould be purely and entirtly tvil^ without a tiive 
of good, as that of God fhould be purely and entirely good, wim- 
CHit a tinge of evil : and you can no more get the one than the 
other from anything human. With ^ heUhen it was different. 
Their Gods were tbcmlelves made up of good and evil, and lb 
might well be mix'd up with human aflbciaoons. The hoof and 
the horns and the tail are all ufeful in their way as givin^you an 
image of Ibmething altogether di^ufting. And fo MephShiphiles 
in rauft, and the other contemptible and hateiul chanider of the 
little monfter in Sintram, areyar nure true than the Paradije L»fi.' " 
— See Life a/ Arnold, ii. p. 408. To this I may add, that a 
ftrong inftance of this mix'd character given to Satan, as here (d>- 
lerved on, may be found in Book iv.p. 387, where Satan is con- 
templating Adam and Eve in their ftate of Paradifiacal innocence, 
and utters fentiments feemingly at variance with his loft condition 
and his evil nature ; at leaft they have always appeared to me 
obje£Honable and unnatural. 

" And fhould I at your harmUfs intwcenct 
Melt, at I do; yet public reafon juft 
Honour and Empire, with revenge inlarged 
By conquering this new World, compels mt now 
Ta do what elje, tho' damnd, I jhould abhor," 
In a preceding verfe Satan alfo £iys, 

" Thank him who puts me Uath to this revenge ! " 
The reader is alfo referred to a moll judicious note by Mr. 
Haiuiins. 8vo. ed. of Newton's Milton, i. xcviii. 

As regards the charaftcr of Satan in Paradife Regained, Mr. 
Coleridge lays : '* Milton has reprefcnted Satan as tfeeptital Se- 
aman. See Book iv. ver. 196. 

' Be not (b fore offended. Son of God, 
Though fons of God both angels are and men.' 
Again verfe 500, 

* Then hear, O Son of David, Virg^-bom 
For Son of God to me is yet in doubt.' 
Milton has reprefented Satan as owning the Prophetic and 
Meffianic character of Chrift, but fceptical as to higher claims." 
P. ex. Mr. C. Carlyon in his Early Years and Late Refltc- 
tioni, quotes from Leflie's Sermon on the words "There was war 
in Heaven," (Rev. xii.)and mentions the very obje^ionaile liber- 
ties which had been taken with fome important paflagcs of Holy 
Writ, particularly inllancing the 7th verfe of Pf. xi. *' The gra- 
vity and ferioufiiefe," he obferves, " with which this fubjed ought 
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to be treated, has not been r^arded in the adveoturous Aieht of 
Pottti who have drelTed uigels in armour and put fwords sna guns 
into dieir hands, to fulminate battles in the plains of heaven ; a 
fort of heathen fancy. But the truth has been greatly hurt thereby. 

*' This is one reafon why I have endeavoured to give a more 
(crious reprcTentation of that war in Heaven, and I hope I may lay 
much better grounded than Milton's grmndltfs fuppofitimy who 
in the 5th Boole of his Paradife Loft maltes the caufe of the re- 
volt of Lucifer and his Angels to have been, — That God upon a 
certain day in Heaven^ htfert tbt creatian of this Inutr world., did 
fiunmon all the Angels to attend^ and then declared hit Son to be 
their Lard and Kingj and applies to that day the 7thverfe of the 
2nd Plalm, — ' Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.* 
The folly of this contrivance appears many ways. To make 
the Angels ignorant of the BlelTed Trinity, and to take it ill to 
acknowledge Him for their King, whom they had always ad- 
drefled as their God,-'-or as if the Son had not been their King, 
or had not been b^otten till that day. This fcheme of the An> 
gels' revolt cannot anfwer either to the eternal generation of the 
Son, or to his temporal generation of the BlefTed Vii^in, that 
happening after the fall of the Angels," &c. 

P. ex. On the difficulties of the /ubjeil of Paradife Loft, fee 
Mr. Henry Taylor's Notes tn Books, p. 200-202. " We at 
leail catmot doubt that Milton's great Work is acontinued ftrug- 
gle with infuperable difficulties, and that the vii^oxy gained is a 
vi&ory, not over the difficulties, but independently of them ; — a vic- 
tory in which the bults of the defign ftand out unfubdued in the 
execution: and the triumphs aU here are thole of unrivalled power 
of intellcd deftroyiog them : aftbrding a flight compenJadon for 
the faults, but not in any degree averting, not even difguifing 
them. Admire and applaud as we may, we cannot but be pain- 
fiilly fenfible, as often as the fupernatural agencies occur, that 
the author has fet out on a fallacious plan and charaiElcr from 
the firft ; and when mounting the dying fteed and prefBng into 
the theme of heaven, he has evidently flighted the warnu^ to 
which he himfelf alludes, and has in fad truth fallen on the 
Aletan field, erroneous there to wander I and the more relief and 
delight we find in the parts of the Poem which are bound in this 
vilible diurnal fphere, and the more we find of furpaffing ex- 
cellence in the defcriptive and collateral paJTages, the more we 
lament the miftake of the Poet in adopting a fcheme fo utterly 
impra^cahle, exalting our imagination at the outfct, only to 
abafe h as wc proceed— a Scheme of fuch celcflial dignitv m its 
aim and fcope, that every detail is in derogation of it, and evciy 
realization felt to be falle to the ideal," &c. &c. 
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P. cxiv. The late Thomas Amyot, Efq, in a letter to the 
Editor. 

P. cxvii. " In Paradife R^ained," fays the Rev. C. WordA 
worth, ^^ the only topographical inaccuracy confifts in the fite 
of the Lycseum : it is there placed within^ inftead of witbmt 
the walls. — Lib. iv. 1. 253. 

' Within the walls then view 

The fchools of ancient fages, his who bred 
Great Alexander to fubdue the world, 
Lycaum there and painted Stoa next."' 

See Word/worth* s Athens^ p» 177. 

P. cxxi. Of MtltoHy Sir James Mackintofh thus (peaks. — 
^^ Perhaps the fubtle genius of Greece was in part withheld from 
indulging itfelf in ethical controverfy by the influence of Socrates, 
who was much more a teacher of virtue than even a fearcher 
after truth. 

Whom well infpired, the oracle pronounced 
Wifeft of men. 

It was doubtlefs becaufe he chofe that better part that he was 
thus fpoken of by the man whofe commendation was glonr, and 
who, from the loftieft eminence of moral genius ever reacned by 
a mortal, was perhaps alone worthy to place a new crown on the 
brow of the Martyr of Virtue." — v. Progrefs of Ethical Phih- 
fophy^ p. 18. 

P. cxxvi. The following note was fent to me by a gentle- 
man, and I fubiequently faw the buft. The judgment of the pub- 
lic does not feem to have (upported the opinion here given. 

** The Rev. Charles Woodward, of 1 8, Thayer-ftreet, Man- 
chefter-Square, pofTefTes a buft of Milton about half the fize 
of life in white marble in Florentine coftume. It is an exquifite 
work of art and conveys a more beautiful likenefs of the great 
Poet than any print known, but agrees witli the head by Faithome 
allowing for the diflFerence of age. It was fent from Florence in 
1827, and was called a buft of Raphael by the dealer. No 
doubt that is the identical buft mentioned by Thomas Warton 
in a note to the Minor Poems, p. 333, and in the Life to the Al- 
dine ed. p. xx." 

P. cxxix. In Georgii Richteri Epiftola SeleSftores^ Norimb. 
1662, 4to. is a letter from Chriftopher Arnold to him, dated 
from London 7 Auguft, 165 1, in which he gives a very inter- 
eftingand entertaining account of the pedbns, parties, and objeds 
of curiofity he met with. Among others he thus makes men- 
tion of Milton. 

" Hujufdem (Reipublicae novae) ftrenuus Defenfor -A//7- 
tonus^ libenter fe in fermonem dat, pura ejus elocutio eft, et 
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(cripdo terfiffima. ~ De antiquis Anglorum Theologis, horumque 
in S. Scripturae libros commentariis (ipfatn eruditionem teftor)(ane 
do£tiffimis durius ikltein, fi non iniquius judicare Judicium, om- 
nino is mihi videbatur/' — p. 483. Again, '' Jo. Milton^ Celebris 
ille Populi Anglicani defenfor, olim et Areopagitica confignavit, 
A (peech for the Liberty of unlicenfed Printing to the Parkunent 
of Eneeland. i. Sermonem libertate flvelicentia imprimendi libros, 
ad Panamentum Anglix, contra hujus conftitutionem qua non 
nifl cum licentia approbatos imprimere permifTum erat. Percu- 
riofus Scriptor ifte jam pridem hodiernam libertatem, hoc eft, 
A. c. 1644, in Areopagiticis fuis cogitafTe mihi videtur/ — p. 491. 
This pailage was brought to my notice by Thos. Watts, Efq. 
of the Britifh Muieum, who alio pointed out to me the paflage 
I have quoted from the Dutch Tranflation of Paradifi Loft, 

P. cxxx. On the influence of Plato on Milton's genius, fee 
Edinburgh Review, No. clxxvi. p. 335, &c. 

P. cxxx. 17- I now add the Emendations, &c. in a Copy of 
Aratus, in the hand writing of Milton^ in the Britifh Mufeum, 

Afcnoy SoA£«; fauvo/jLSva icai AtoaefASiaf Qeuvog S^^^^y Aiovriou Md- 
xanMouTTifi Afarstag <r feu fag. Parifiis 1559. 4^ Apud G. Mo- 
relium. 

[On the two fides of Morel's device this line.] 

" Cum fole et luna femper Aratus erit." 

[in the fly leaf] 

" Jo : Milton 



pre : 2» 6^ 
1631." 



Paragraph 6, line 9, auiiv. 
Par. 8, 1. 4. 



avrnv. 



M* / 



Par. II, 1. 5* f^^y* 



Par. II, I. 12. lihihv. 



fi£fa}Ji ys /JLBV euifffi, 

[the latter part of the line is 

added in manu(crjpt,with this 

note in the margin] " Ex 

aliis editionibus fupplemus." 

/A£V. 

[with this note in the margin] 
(AViv nifi fubfit mendum inu- 
fitate corripitur. 

[note in margin] n^cilev pro 
ihiivf flc enim emendarat vir 
do<^us aliquis ineditioneLug- 
dunenfi Degatiana. 



n 
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Par. 11,1. 17, ftlnafOT/w. 
Par. 11,1. 29. Tiiw'wfli. 



[in ma^jin] Iqendum fiMtade 

[in matj^j Ti{t/i«A Li^ilun. 
athemate tkn. 



Par. 16, 1. 3. aim. 
Par. 19, 1. 8. wfmifotT. 
Par. 19, ]. 14. (£api 



[in margin] oSftnot Lugiluii. 
[in margm] iipof Lui 



In the comment on paragraph 24 occurs this p 
puri ipiiyciv rUt ^UhixTpav nu fin i/TtafifTmt iJA Tit nJue 

«aj Toif Myovoi; ^u:nux,aSyTai, &c. &C. — thcfc is an ;_. 
after Wiw, and in the margin tfie words ** fupp!e tJ««»." 



Par. 28, 1 
Par. 32, 1 


1. 2. 
1. I. 


T«i,«J. 


[in margin] 


Par. 32, 1 


1.3. 


Stri. 


3fivaiLugd. 


Par. 39, 1 


1.7. 


»^.1». 


I^f». 


Par. 43, 1 


Lj. 


rwifyima. 




Par. 44, 1 


1.7. 


«*. 


?. 



Par. 44, I. II. fuy oftinmcf. 

Par. 46, 1. 6. «{«-. 

Par. 56, 1. 14. ihitiTTO. 

Par. 58, 1. 2. w/dt. 

Par. 64, 1. 4. Oirw iTi<rjw<tftiy. 

Par. 65, 1. 7. H hiw. 

Par. 66, 1. 3. fu\t,. 

Par. 73, 1, 6. oOTofliy. 

Par. 85, I. 3. fui>ajKy. 

Par. 88, 1. 3. nS amriiuy. 



Par. 91, 1. I. w^M. 
Par. 91, 1. 4. MCfo. 



the JKU i^ch follows ftruclc 
through, and this note in 
mai^in, " dele «oi et I^ 

ToStO pro TOufl*." 

[in margin] wafoffTOf videtur 

legifle Theon. 
[in maigin] ftsyat /mmt. Lugd. 



M TfMT. Stef. 
/uXm. Stef. 

oSffira'ficy, 

[in margjin] fma milim, (ic 
emendadiu legit Stephanusin 
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P. cxxxi. Dr. Ireland fays — " It may be obferved here that 
Mailinger was not unknown to Milton. The date of fome of 
Milton's early poems indeed is not exaftly afcertained ; but if 
the reader wdl compare the fpeech of Pauto^ with the Penferofo^ 
he cannot &il to remark a fimilarity in the cadences, as well 
as in the meafure, and the folemnity of the thoughts. • • On 
many other occafions, he certainly refembles Maffinger, and fre- 
quently in his reprefentations of female puri^, and the com- 
manding dimity of virtue." See Gifford*5 MaJJinger^ v. iii. p. 
107. Mr. Giflbrd had obferved, vol. i. p. 141, that Milton has the 
fiune bold expreffion as MafEnger — ^^ Sail-ftretched Wings." — 
To which I may add Par. Reg. vol. iv. p. 267. " To the ramous 
orators repair.'*— See Emperor of the Eaji. — ** The moftyZz- 
mous orators^ the nurfe of learning, Athens." — Indeed Milton's 
Reading may be traced through many of our old Dramatic writers. 
I have in a former publication many years fince, remarked that 
the memorable and graphic expreffion in Par. Reg. i . 

— Satan bowing low 
His grey Diffimulation thus began. 
is from Fori* 5 Broken Hearty aft iv. fc. 2. 

Lay by thy whining grey DiJJimulation, 

" The ftyle of Maffinger's plays," fays Mr. Coleridge, " and 
the Samfon Agpniftes are the two extremes of the arc within 
which the diftion of Dramatic Poetry may ofcillate. Shakefpeare 
in his great Plays is the midpoint. In the Samfon Agoniftes all 
colloquial language is at the greateft diftance, yet fomething 
ofit is preierved to render the dialogue probable ; in Maffinger 
the ftyle is differenced, but differenced in the fmalleft degree 
poffible from animated converfation by the vein of Poetry. — See 
Table Talk^ vol. ii. p. 121. 

P. cxxxiii. " It was the error of Milton, Sidney, and others 
of that age, to think it poffible to conftruft a purely ariftocratical 
govemm^t, defecated of all paffion and ignorance and fordid 
motives. The truth is, that the government would be weak 
from its utter want of fympathy with the people to be governed 
by it.'*— Coleridge* s Table TaUj vol. ii. p. 54. 

At a meeting of the Royal Snociety of Literature, Sir T. Phi- 
lips prefented diem with extrafts from a MS. Letter 0/ Milton 
to CrontweUy purporting to be the (ketch of a republic which he 
had devifed as a model of perfedion. 

P. cxxxvi. July 7. Three Judges, Powell, Holloway and 
Milton, difiniffed. This laft was Sir Chriftopher Milton, faid to 
have been the brother of the poet ; in the letter Sir Chriftopher 
is thus mentioned,—" The laft [/. e. Milton], Catholic as he is, 
yet has the misfortune to be turned out, as fome fay, for infuf- 
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ticiency and inc^>acity to difcharge the dudes of his place, tho«^ 
others ^ve it out that he defired it himfeir by reafiMt of bis age 
and other infirmities." 

P, cxxxvii. The following account of Chriftopher Milton has 
been obligingly furniflied to the Editor by his friend D. £. Davy, 
Efq. ofUfTord, SufFolk. 

" Sir Chriflophcr Milton was a lawyer, of, I believe, no 
great credit for knowledge of his profeffion. He was a ftrong 
royalift and a profcfTed Paplft. On the 24th of April, 1686, he 
was appointed one of the Barons of the Exchequer, vice Neville. 
He did not hold his fituadon long, and Dr. Johnlbn admits diat 
from weaknefs of conftitution he retired before he bad done any 
difrepuuble ad. He was knighted at Whitehall the 25th of 
April, 16S6 : he was then living at Rulhmere ; but it feents be 
afterwards rellded at Iptwich, where he died, and was buried in 
the church of St. Nicholas there, 32 March, 1692. He was 
baptized at All Hallows, Bread Street, London, 3 Decend>er, 
1615. He married ThomaTine, daughter of William Webber, 
of London, who died before her hufband, and was buried in 
St. Nicholas church, Ipfwich. They had one fon, Thomas 
Milton, Efq, Deputy Clerk of the Crown in Chancery, who by 
his wife, Martha, daughter of Charles Fleetwood, of Nordi- 
ampton (remarried to William Coward, M. D. of London and 
Ipfwich), had a daughter, of Grofvenor Street, London, houfe- 
kceper to Dr. Seeker. She died 26 July, 1769. 

*' The authorides for the foregoing account are, Eveljm't 
Mtmein^ vol. i. p. 596} Btaifin's Pel. IndtXy vol. ii. p. 313; 
Lt Ntv/s Knights made by Jamti 11. ; MS. Brit. Muf. ; Mal- 
celm'f Lmdon, vol. ii. p. 10 ; Todd's Life ef MiltOHy 1809, p. 
166; Newton's Life tf Milton, vol. i. pp. Ixxvii. and Ixxviii. ; 
Gtuilljm, p. 210. 

" Four new judges were appointed, who had taken the royal 
teil by declaring their belief in the unlimited, illimitable, and eter- 
nal nature of the difpenfing power. One of thefe was the brother 
of the author of Paradife Lofl and of the Defence of the People 
of England for putting Charles L to death. Sir Chriftopher 
Milton, recommended by Herbert, was in all refpe£ls a ftnking 
contrail to John, as he was not only a favourer of Popery, and a 
friend to arbitrary power, but the dulleft of mankind." — See 
Lard Camphell's Chief J ujl ices, vol. ii. p. 87. " Although not 
reconciled to Rome, he came fo near her, that he woiud not 
communicate with the Church of England." — See Eebar^s 
Hiflory, vol. ili. p. 797. Kenntt, vol, iii. 451. 

P. cxxxviii. In the prefece to Paludanus's (or Vanden Broek's) 
Dutch tranllation of die Paradife Lofl, publilhed in 1730, there 
is a circumllantial account of Addifon's vlfit to Milton's dai^htcr, 
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which Paludanus Isiys he had heard &om an Englifli gentleman. 
It occupies about an o&xvo page, and contains fome particulars 
which I have never feen in EngJifb. 

" I {hall conclude this preface with (bmeching to the honour 
of Mr. Addifon, which was told me by a gentleman who !s a na- 
tive of England. It is as follows : — Some years ago, Mr. Addi- 
fon, whofe reputation is as high for virtue and genius as for the 
Services he rendered the crown of Great Britam in various im- 
portant ftations, happened to hear that a daughter of Mr. Milton 
was ftill living and retident in London in one of the pooreft parts 
of the town. Hefet off for the place in his carriage, and when 
on his arrival the door was knocked at and enquiry made if the 
daughter of Mr. Milton refided within, the perlbn who opened 
the door replied that {he herfelf was his daughter. Knowing 
bora the biography of Milton, that fometimcs m his ftudies and 
particularly in his blindnefs, during which his incomparable poem 
was compofed, he had had Greek and Latin authors read to him 
aloud by his daughters, in the &me manner as if they had been 
acquainted with the claffical languages, Mr. Addifon afkcd Mrs. 
Mdton if Ihe happened to have a Greek Homer at hand, and on 
her anfwerinD; in the affirmative, requelted her to let him fee it. 
She broi^ht it to him, and read fome pages of the Iliad aloud in 
Greek, and in fuch a manner that a perion who was completely 
mafter'of the Greek langu^;e could not have done it better. 
Mr. AddiJbn feeing from this that {he was really a daughter of 
Milton's, exprelTea his regret that the oflspring of fo great a man 
fliould be reduced to narrow circum{lances, almo{l to pover^, 
and gave her at the lame time a handful of gold with thp promife 
that be would continue to fupport her, a promife which this 
noble-minded man no doubt did not fail to perform till his own 
death or that of Mrs. Milton, This anecdote, reader, I thought 
myfelf bound to relate, in juftice to Mr. Addifon's memory, and 
to {how the ingratitude of the times which left in neglefi the 
family of the moil learned and perfeift poet that England, or 
perhaps the whole world has ever produced." 

P. cxlvi. Mr. Coleridge has protefted againfl profaning the 
** awful name of Mjltonljy alTociating it with the epithet Puri- 
tan" Yet he would not have wholly departed from the opinion 
of a well known writer, now among us, who calls " this puri- 
tanifm of ours," — that is, the thing itfelf in its pure, rather 
than puritanical form, " among the nobleft heroifms that ever 
tran&ded itfelf on this earth." — v. Appendix ta Coleridge's Bio- 
grapbia Litiraria, vol. i. p. II, p. 335. On the proper mean- 
ing of the word Puritan, fee Burners Life of Bedell, p. 361. 
" Perhaps you have met with fome more fanatical Brnvnijlt or 
jfHaiapti^i, whom here you call Puritani. But thefe that are 
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cominoiiljr fi> called, which dificr fixim the Church of Endand 
about church-gpvcmment and ccrcmoiiies nfy, give tndeea too 
little to the authority of thofe how truly lesuiied or mcient 
Ibever; which is their &ult, and their «ku fiuilt," &c.— -j^. 
p. 380. " That alio is &Ue in the afl^tion that the Puritami 
deny the Church of England to he a true diurch. Unlefe the 
Puritans and Brvami/is be with you all one, which you bftfc 
nude divers fe& above, and then you were to blame thui to ohiI- 
tiphr names before, (b now again to conibund them." 

P. dv. In the Melanges it Critipte et PiiUigu fmr 8. 
Chardm it la Retheltt^ voL ii. p. 302-332, is a very learned and 
intcrcfting account of L<eonanl Philanu, the corrapondent of 
Milton, whofe name, M. de la Rochette iays, docs not ^pear in 
any Hiftorical Di^oiury. — "Aucun de nos didionnairet hiP 
toriques, aucun bic^raphe n'a parlc de ce perionnarc qui pouitaat a 
rempli des miffions importantes en Europe, qui aunait et cultivait 
les lettres et qui etaic en relation avec les hommes les plus illuftm 
de Ion temps," &c. He died in 1673. This name is not in the 
Onomalticon of Saxius. 

P. clxxii. note. In the verfes of Samuel Barrow, which are pre- 
fixed to moft editions of Paradife Loft, I do not know why. In 
the firft line. 

Qui legis Amijfam Paraiifttm^ tec. 
the Poet has made " ParadUiim" of the feminine gender, the 
Greek ILifaiuvof^eiag mafculine. Prudendus in Caraemerinon, 
X. 161. 

Patet ceu (ideltbus ampli 

Via lucida jam Parailfi. 

Paulinuiy Poem 37, ad Severum ad Piduram Martyrum 

" Inter Jlariferi ccelefte nemus Paraiiji." 
And an auftor incertus de Bebiani Bapdfmo, who copies him, 

" Manat et atherii coelefte nemus ParatUfi." 
What authority there may be on the other fide I am Ig^iorant 
I may here obferve, that Milton, in Paiadife Loft, iv. 143, has 
an expreffion defcnbing Paradilc, which has not met the atten- 
tion of the commentators. 

" Yet higher than their tops 
The verdurous wall of Paradife upfpning." 
But in the works of a Latm Poet of the Chriftian ages we find 
the lame expreffion on the lame fubje&. 

" Illic floret humus Temper fub vere perenni 
Arboreis hinc inde comis veftitur amccne, 
Frondibus intextis ramorum mum opacus 
Stringitur, atque omni pendct ex aibore fruftus." 

See Dracmtii Carm. it Deo^ t. 185. 
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And being on die fubje£l of Milton's poetical expreffions, I 
may add^ that in the defcription of the Indian fig tree (die Banian) 
Mr. Todd, in his Variorum Editions, has not obferved that the 
fimiKtiide in the fiJlowing line, 

*' Thofc leaves 
They gathered, broad as Anununian targi^* 
is taken ftom^A'ji)r, NaU Hi/l. xii. c. 5, deferibing die fame tree — 
^ Fdianim ladtudo Pib^ effigiem AnunamUt habet.'' The leaves 
of this tree, however, are about the Ji%e^ though not exa£dy 
the fliape of the laureL Neither Pliny nor Milt<»i had ever feen 
the tree wbicb they here defcribe. 

Additional Note, 

P. bciii. On the queftion of ^ Unlicenfed Printing,' in its bene* 
fits and its abuies, we may trace the progrefs of opinion during 
nearly two centuries, which have elapfed fince Milton's noble 
defence of a ftee prefs, in the fbUowing obfervadons, to be found 
in a late work, of great merit and Ugh authority, proceeding 
from one who now fills that eminent fituation fb long and 
ably held by him ^^ who muft be confidered the mofl promi- 
nent legal cbarader, and the briehtefl ornament to the profeffion 
of the Taw that appeared in Endand during the paft century."* 
" No one bom in the reign of Queen Anne ought to be feverely 
blamed for entertaining apprehenficms for the &fety of the flate 
from permitting juries to determine what publications are inno- 
cent or crimind. We fhould recollect that Lord Somers and 
the leaders of the Revolution of 1688, would not venture for fome* 
years to allow printing without a previous ticenfe^ and that in the 
opinion of many of the mofi enlightened men of the next generation^ 
a licenfer could only be dtfpenfed with upon the condition that the 
fentence upon writings afier they were puhlijhed^jhould he pronounced 
by permanent funitionaries^ whom the Crown jhould fele£f for 
having a fufficient horror of every thing approaching to f edition. 
It was not till after a flruggle of half a century, and under a 
minifter then highly liberal (suthough he afterwards tried to bans 
a few of his brother reformers who continued fleady in the caufe) 
that the bill pafTed, dire£line that on a trial for libel, the jury, in 
giving their verdi£l, fhould have a right to take into confideration 
the chara£ler and the tendency of the paper alleged to be libellous. 
Still the truth of the fads ftated in the publication complained 
of could not be inquired into ; for half a century longer the 
maxim pleaded — * The greater the truth, the greater the libel,' — 
and it was only in the year 1845 ^^^ ^ Lorcf Campbell's Libel 



Lord Mansfield. 
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Bill' pafledi permitting the truth to be given in evidence, and 
referring it to die jury u decide whether uie defendant was adu- 
ated bjr malice, or by a delire for the good of the community. 
Thefe fucceflivc alterations of the law arc now admitted to have 
operated beneficially — not only being iavourable to free difcuffion, 
but really tending to rellram the licendoufiiefs of the prcls. 
Candour however requires the confeffion that they were attended 
with feme hazard, and we muft not confound exceflive caution 
with b^otiy or a love of arbitrary government. Tht rrtot fr§- 
bltm for frit Jlaiti now ta emf£r it, baw jaumalijm it te bt 
rttuUred csnjiftmt with public tranquillity and the ^ability of 
political inJiitKtimt. A licenfer can never more be endured: 
and againfl a journal which daily excites to infurre^ion and 
revolution, a profecution of the proprietor or printer for a libel — 
to be heard before a juiy after the lapfe of feveral months— 
afK>rdE no adequate remedy. If the grnt capitals of Europe are 
u> be conftantly in a * ftate of liege,' we may be driven to regret 
the quiet old times when Roysd Gazettes, announcing court 
appointments, were the only periodicals." — See Lard Campbell's 
Ltvet eftht Chief fufttcit {Lard Manifiild), vol. ii. p. 544. 
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** Mt. Miltmft Aminunt with Mr. Symons fir Paradife Loft. 
datMd'Tjth AprUy 1667. (The original is in the pojejjion of 
Mr. S. R§gers.) 

** rriHESE Prefcnts made the 27th day of Aprill 1667 be- 
J[ tween John Milton, gent, of the one part, and Samuel 
Symons, printer, of the other part, wittnefs that the (aid John 
Milton in confideration of five pounds to him now paid by the 
laid Samuel Svmons, and other the confideracons herein men- 
tioned, hath given, granted and affigned, and by thefe piits doth 
give, grant and affign unto the faid Sam" Symons, his executors, 
and affignees. All that Booke, Copy, or Manufcript of a Poem 
intituled Paradife Loft, or by whatfoever other title or name the 
(ame is or fhall be called or diftingui(hed, now lately licenfed to 
be printed, together wi*^ the full benefitt, profit, and advantage 
thereof, or w^ fhall or may arife thereby. And the faid John 
Milton for him, his ex" and adm", doth covenant w*** the faid 
Sam'* Symons, his ex" and afs' that he and they fhall at all times 
hereafter have, hold and enjoy the fame and all impreffions 
thereof accordingly, without the lett or hindrance of him the faid 
John Milton, his ex^ or afs", or any perfbn or perfons by his or 
their confent or privity. And that he the faid John Milton, his 
ex" or adm" or any other by his or their meanes or confent, fhall 
not print or caufe to be printed, or fell, difpofe or publifh the faid 
book or manufcript, or any other book or manufcript of the fame 
tenor or fubjed, without the confent of the faid Sam'* Svmons, 
his ex" or afs*: In concideracon whereof the faid Sam'"oymons 
for him, his ex" and adm" doth covenant with the faia John 
Milton, his ex", and afs* well and truly to pay unto the faid John 
Milton, his ex", and adm" the fum of nve pounds of lawfull 
englifh money at the end of the firft Impreffion, which the faid 
Sam" Symons, his ex", or a&* fhall make and publifh of the faid 
copy or manufcript, which impreffion fhall be accounted to be 
ended when thirteen hundred books of the faid whole copy or 
manufcript imprinted, fhall be fold and retailed off to particular 
reading cuftomers. And fhall alfb pay other five pounds, unto 
the faid John Milton, or his afs* at the end of the fecond impref^ 
(ion to be accounted as aforefaid, And five pounds more at the 
end of the third impreffion, to be in like manner accounted. 
And that the faid three firft impreffions fhall not exceed fifteen 
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hundred books or volumes of the iaid whole copy or manufcript, 
a pcice. And further, that he the £ud Samad Symoiis, and his 
ex", adm", and afi* fhall be leadjr to make oadi beme a Matter in 
Chancery concerning his or their knowledge and bdief of or oon- 
cemii^ the truth of thedi4x>(ingandfeDi^tfaefi■dbook8by^e- 
taO, as afore£ud) wdiereby die £iH Mr. Mihoa if too be enntled 
to his £ud money from time to time, upon eteiy wafanahie re- 
queft in that behalf, or in defiiult diereof flial pay the find five 
pounds agreed to be paid upon every impreffioo, as albiefiud, as 
if die (ame were due, and for and in lieu thereof. In witnefe 
whereof, die £ud pardes have to this wridiig indeniaiy' hter- 
changeably fett dieir hands and feales the day and ycare firft 
above written. 

John Milton. (Sed). 

Sealed and delivered in 1 John Fifher. 
the prefence of us, \ Benjamin Greene, ferv* to Mr. Milton. 

April 26. 1669. 
Rec^ then of Samuel Simmons five pounds, beii^ the Second 
Ave pounds to be paid — mentioned in the Covenant. I (ay 
rec** by me, 

John Milton. 
Witnefs, Edmund Upton. 

I do hereby acknowledge to have received of Samuel Symonds 
Cittizen and Statoner of London, the Sum of Eight pounds : 
which is in full payment for all my right, ride, or interefl, 
which I have or ever had in the Coppy of a Poem Indded 
Paradife Loft in Twelve Bookes in 8vo — By John Milton, 
Gent, my late hufband. Wittneis my hand this 21*^ day of 
December, i68o. 

Elizabeth Milton. 

Wittneis, William Yopp, Ann Yopp. 

Know all men by thefe piTents that I Elizabeth Milton of Lon- 
don Widdow, late wife of John Milton of London Gent : de- 
ceafed — have remiflfed releafed and for ever quitt claimed And 
by thefe pflfents doe remife releafe & for ever quitt clayme unto 
Samuel Symonds of London, Printer — his heirs Excut" and 
Adminiftrators All and all manner of Accon and Accoiis 
Caufe and Cauies of Accon Suites Bills Bonds wridnges obli- 
gatorie Debts dues duties Accompts Summe and Sumes of 
money Judgments Executions Extents Quarrells either in 
Law or Equity Controveriies and demands — And all & every 
other matter caufe and thing whatfoever which againft the 
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£ud Sunuel Symonds — I ever had and which I my heires 
Executors or Adminiftrators fliall or may have clayme & chal- 
lenge or demand for or by reaibn or means of any matters 
caufe or thing whatibever from the beginning of the World 
unto the day of thefe pfients. In witnc& whereof I have here- 
unto fett my hand and feale the twenty ninth— day of Apriil in 
the thirw diird Year of the Reigne of our Sovereign Lord 
Charles W the grace of God of England Scotland ffrance and 
Inriand King defimder of the fiaith & Anno Dni. 1681. 

Elizabeth Milton. 

Signed and delivered in 
the pQcncc of 

Jof. Leigh W» Willtins. 

(The above three anicles are, I believe, in the pofleffion of 

Mr. Dawfon Turner.) 



Alttratimi by Mtltonfrem the firfl editlan in ten Boots, for the 
Jeeond edition in twelve. 

Book viii. V. i. 
*■'■ The Angel ended, and in Adam's ear. 
So charming left his voice, that he a while 
Thought him ftill fpeaking ; ftill flood fix'd to hear : 
Then, as new wak'd, thus gratefully reply'd." 
The latter part of the vei& was taken from the line in the firft 
edition^ 

'* To whom thus Adam gratefully reply'd" 

Book xii. V. I. 
** As one who in his journey bates at noon, 
TlKMigh bent on fpeed : fo here th' arch-aneel pauPd, 
Betwbtt the world dcftro/d, and worid refrar'd ; 
If Adam ought perhaps might interpofe : 
Then, with tranfition fweet, new fpeech relumes." 
Some few additions were alio made to the Poem, the notice of 
which will btereft the critical reader. 

Book V. V. 637. 
** Thev eat, they drink, and with refeflion fweet 
Are fili'd before th' all-bounteous Iting," &c. 
were thus enlarged in the fccond edition ; 

" They eat, they drink, and in communion fweet 
Quaff immortality, and joy, (lecure 
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Of furfeit, where full meafure only bounds 
Excefs) before th' all-bounteous king,*' &c. 

Book xi. V. 484. after 

'* Inteftine ftone, and ulcer, cholic-pangs,** 

thefe three verfes were added : 

^^ Daemoniac phrenzy, moping melancholy. 
And moon-ftruck madnefs, pining atrophy ; 
Marafmus, and wide-wafting peftilence." 

And ver. 551, of the fame book (which was originally dius 
Of rendring up. Michael to him reply'd) 

received this addition : 

'* Of rendring up, and patiently attend 
My diiTolution. Michael reply'd/' 



LETTERS. 

No. i. ii. Greek letters of C. Deodati to Milton, former^ in 
the pofleffion of Toland, who fays they are very handibmely 
written, now in the Britifh Mufeum, additional MSu No. 5017*, 
folio 64, &c. (fee Toland^s Life of Milton^ p. 23.) 

No. iii. an Italian letter to Milton, from Florence, without 
the name of the author affixed. Carlo Dati was the principal 
correfpondent of Milton : and I fhould have fuppofed that he had 
been the writer of this letter \ but that he is reprefented as a no- 
bleman of large fortune, and in this letter the writer fpeaks of his 
being appointed to the profeflbrfhip of Belles Lettres in the aca- 
demy of Florence, on the death of Doni. If not from Carlo 
Dati, I (hould prefume it muft be from Bonmattei, his other Flo- 
rentine correfpondent. Since writing the above, I have difco- 
vered that Carlo Dati fucceeded Doni in the profeflbrlhip. He 
therefore is the writer. Doni died Dec. 1647, ^8^^ fifiy-three; 
he left C. Dati the office of publifliing his works. Heinuus lays, 
** DATiVM,amiciffimum mihi juvenem Donius impenfe diligebat.** 
C. Dati died in Jan. 1675, aged fifty-fix. Dati took the name 
in the Acad, della Crufca of ** Smarrito." He wrote the Lives 
of the Antient Painters, 4to. 1667, and other fmall works. See 
Sahino Salvino in Faji. Confularibus^ p. 536, and Bandini Comm. 
de vita Doniij p. xci. very interefting mention of C. Dati occurs 
repeatedly in the EpiJIles of N. Heinfius. Bayle fays he was 
very civil and officious to all learned travellers who went to Fb- 
rence, Chimentelli thus fpeaks of him, ^^ Clariffimus et amicif^ 
fimus Car. Dadus, noftne flos illibatus urbis, fuadaeque Etrufcae 
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medulla, quam omni literarum parata quotidie auget, atque Jlluf- 
trat." Nic. Heinfius dedicated a bcxik of his Elegies to Carlo 
Dati, in which he mentions his acquaintance with Gaddi, Col- 
telltni, Doni, Frefcobaldi and other of Milton's friends. Carlo 
Dati received him with the fame hofpitality, which he had 
Ibowed to Milton. He alfo mentions his reception by Chimen- 
telli at Pila. Among Alex. Mori Poemata is one to C. Dati. 
p. 1 66. 

No. iv. Letter from Peter Heimbach. To this letter, an 
anlwer by Milton is found among his Epiftles, p. 65. There is 
an addreu to Cromwell in Latin written by Heimbach, printed 
in London, 1656, This letter was fent after an interval of nine 
years in their correfpondence ; and was an affe^ionate inquiry 
concerning Milton's fafety, during the plague of the preceding 
year. 

No. V. Letter from Leo ab Aitzema, informing Milton that he 
was cauling aDutch tranflation of his book on Divorce to be made 
at the Hague, fee Milton's anfwer, p. 42, Feb. 1654. Leo or 
Lieuwc van Aitzema was a gentleman of Friedand, who was bom 
at Doccum in 1600, and died at the Hague, where he was the 
refident for the Hanfe towns, in 1669. He printed fome Latin 
poems, and was the author of feveral works in Dutch ; the mofl 
important of which is the " Saken van Staet en Oorlogh," a book 
of memoirs on the hiflory of Holland, from 1621 onwards, of 
which there are two editions, in fourteen volumes quarto and in 
ten folio. The Britifh Mufeum pofTeiTes both, and the folio 
copy, which formerly belonged to Southey, contains a very in- 
terefting note on the fly-leaf, from the pen of the laureate. It is 
as follows : " The Lord Keeper Guildford learnt Dutch for the 
lake of reading this book, Sir Peter Lely having recommended it 
to bim, * as if there needed no other to make men exquifite 
fcholars and politicians.' Roger North however is miAalciEn in 
calling it * fuch a fort of book as our Rufhworth.' It is much 
better. Aitzema is as much above Rufhworth as he is below 
Thuanus, but not lefs indifpenlable in an hiftorical library than 
either. R. S."— jWr. That. fVatts. 

No. L 

QtiaioTOi Mi'xtoivi fu^^auna^ai, 
(Condoling with him on the bad weather, and anticipating a 

meeting on the return of the fine.] 

'H lut xofoSta HOTarraffii toS aiftf Sbxti ^Savtpurtptiv ^uwiirSH, 

K-fOf a ifaTt fl-fui* JioAM^ivi idifttd», x*'l^^'*t *^ rofaaifaitim 

' wf,ii in Marg. in Millou'i handirriting. 
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Sa-O' tr^ro iViOv/uag tiii/i li/Siay, xcu ya}Jnm9, mcu warra XJP^^ ^i '^^ 
auftov ontfirruv, xcu fioyov 6v fioamitirta^ ha >Jiywf piXoavftif, xeu 
WiVMhufuwy iynxfil*^^ H cO^Xuv, iia rotno oSf ffioO^i/mf 9rfO( at 
yfafsn, rou vpoMa>£iffOcUf ucu ava6apavvetv x^fiv, Ktaof /mi VfOf trifa 
arra vouv 9'(Qa'ix?'ii a^jnxmcof tiTucw/Miff, xoi iilrtn^iofj hf ro 
Tca^iv yt &>0^ av dagcsi S fiXi xcu IfAfAsn rS io(cpm avrnpifoh, 
xa) ovalKoLiA&aBn ha^etnv rH^ 4'^X^^ io^aarixiiv, xcu peuipnifeaf Tff 
xadnfAifiniir xcu ya( ecavficv iarcu Trarra xakSig, xcu o aiif, mcu o 
i?Joi, xcu iriroiio^f xcu mioa xcu opnOictj xcu yip xcu JMp m m hfri' 
Cwciv i/juVf a-uyyeT^acovcnVf xcu cvyxopsy^ouai, ro Hi AnfAsawm^ Xikix!^ 
/Aovov ai iroifJLog yivov, i xXnAei^ iio^fAoaicUj S xcu cUknrof wo6oSm 
sTrixBuv, "AuTOfAciro^ H 6i $xd£* fioitv aya&o^ MmAoo;. '^puav. 

No. 11. 

Qeo^oTOf MiXravi %ai^ciy. 

rDefcribes the pleafantnefe of his (Ituation, and of the feafon, 
and exhorts Milton to relax from his ftudies, and take recreation. 
This letter was probably fent from Cheihire to Milton at Horton, 
or in London ; it muft have been written about May.) 

'Ouih ix» lyMo^siv rH vSv itayciyi (mu, vtrog rcirw 2yo$| Sn rrrpiV- 
xoficu ^'^xii '''^W yiwotia^ xiyov cUresv, xcu h^oveu i^iarafninig, robs9 
roi xBfcP^v TroOitf. ra ¥ otX^a afOova varrct tnrofx^^ hrcufBa h ayff* 
ri ya^ av in Xc/vot, ovorav ifAara fuut^^ totoi «taXXiOTOf Murt, mcu 
fih>joi^ xvfAavrs;, xcu p^iovrsg, l^i grarri x?ia^a caiiiv n axcufSif, ii a?J^ 
t) S^viBiov uicug, xcu /Mvu^ia-fjuiii kfjLf0u>rt/jL£ircup weflvaTOt wwHcoJtranrmf 
rpa7re(a ours h^siiij ours xaraxofofy uttvoi adopiS^ ; it soOtJov rifa ircu^ 
fov Tomtari icz'Kaiizvo(A£V0Vy xcu /lefAuifAivav tm rovrois^ bcriijapf^ rov 
rSv Ht^a-uv fietaixiug iuiai/Mnfirrtfof av ysvolfAnir aAX' kariv an ri bo^i» 
7C( Iv ToTj^ avdfUTrlvoii vfoyficurt' Xfo; o ist /urpionrro;. £«r 31 J 
Bcu/fjtdatBf rt xatrafpoviif ruv rrif fia-suf iwgnfAaruv; ri xofrsfiif aitfo^ 
faciamg ^ffTuoig, xcu hoytitot^ ^caniux^ov, TranifAaf v^^vofLivofi (ii, 
yixOf xp$ "rf» vcoTUTi, xcu rati «^j, xcu wouloi^ avayivicrxMV ra( awiv^ 
idif xcu rag aviceii, ^ pcurrivaf rSh ^ahai cofSf aurog xcsrarpiBofw 
vog riotg. *Eyu fjtiv h airaaiv ahXoig rirrm coS ifTtafx^f «' roirfi rS 
fiir^off vovuv Biievcu x^iirrav, xcu 9oxS e/JLounS, xcu iifu. lE.ppuo'u, xcu 
To^s, oxx' 6v xara iapiavaTrdXov rov h c6?^ig» 

Note. — ^Thefe two Greek letters are printed in exaA confor- 
mity with the original MS. 



• Vide Horn, 11. B, 408. * «««^nt— fo in MS. 

* i^f, erafed in text. 
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No. III. 



lUino Sig. e. Pron 0(s^ 
Fino Tanno paflato rifpofi alia cortefifEtna ed elegantiffima lettera 
di V. S. Illma afFettuo&tnente ringraziandola della memoria che 
per fua grazia fi compiace tenere deDa mia oflervanza. Scriffi, 
come fo adeflb in To^lcano, iapendo che la mia lingua e a lei fi 
cara, e familiare che neUa fua bocca non apparifce ftraniera. Ho 
di poi ricevuto due copie delle fue erudidffime poefie delle quali 
non mi poteva arrivare donadvo piu caro, perche quantunque pic- 
ccdO) racchiude in fe valore infinito per efTer una gemma del te- 
foro del Signor Giov. Miltoni. £ come diile Theocrito ; 

Gran pregio ha picciol dono, e merta onore 
Cio che vien da gl' amici. 

Le rendo adunque quelle grazie che maggiori per me (i poilbno 
e prego il Cielo che mi dia fortuna di poterle dimoftrare la mia 
devozione verib il fuo merito. Non aicondero alia benevolenza 
di V. S. lUma, alcune nuove che fon certo, le faranno gradlEme. 
II Serenii&moGranduca mio Signore s' i compiaciuto conferirmi 
la cattedra, e lettura delle lettere umane delP Academia fiorendna 
vacata per la morte dell' Erudidffimo Signor Gio. Doni gen- 
tiluomo Fiorendno. Quefta e carica onorevoliiEma, e fempre 
eiercitata da gendluomini e literad di quefta Patria, come gia 
dal Poliziano, da' due Vettori,'e due Adriani^ lumi delle Lettere. 
La paflata Setdmana, per la morte del Sereniffimo Principe Lo- 
renzo di Tofcana, Zio del Granduca Regnante, feci V orazione 
fimerale ; come ella (ia publicata, (ara mia cura inviame copia a 
V. S. Ulma. Ho alle mani diverfe opere, quali a Dio piacendo 
tirero avand per fame quello dudicheranno medio i mie' dotti e 
amorevoli amici. II Signor Valerio Chimentelli e ftato eletto da 
8. Altezza per Profeflbre delle lettere Greche in Pifa, con grande 
efpettazione del fuo valore. 

I Signori Frefcobaldi, Coltellini, Francini, Galilei/ et altri in- 



* PetniSy and, I belieye^ Francifcus Vifbrius. See the Life of the latter 
by Bam&m. 

* The two Adriani were Marcello, and his Ton Giambattilbiy both pro- 
feflbrs of literature at Florence, and both Secretaries of State. The father 
died in 1 52 1 y the fon in 1 570. Giambattifta wrote the Storia de*fuoi Temfi, 
a work highly praifed by De Thou, 

' The mat GaUUo died at Arcetri, 9 Jan. 1642, aged feventy-eight ; he 
is faid to nave been bom atPifa, the very day that M.Angelo died at Rome. 
The Galilei mentioned above was ' Vincenzo,* his natural fon. There is 
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finiti unitamente le inviano affettuofi faluti, ed io, come piu d'ogn| 
altro obbligato, con ricordarle il defiderio xk' fuoi comandi mi 
ratifico per fempre vivere. 
Di V. S. lUma. 
Firenze, 4 xbre 1648. . . 



Extra.^h\V lUmo Si»nor e Eron Ob\ D SJgf • 
Giovanni' Mikoni^ Londra. ^ 



No. IV. 



"» rr 



,' 1 



Viro fupra laudenl 
Jano Miltonio fuo (alutem p. d. 
Petrus Heimbachius. 
Si citius conftitiflet nobis, te, Jane Miltoni, vir omni ex parte 
fumme, mortalium ccetui intereife adhuc, citius quoque Londinum 
reverfus, noftrum amidifimum anitnum teftatus fuiflem* Fere- 
bant enim te noftris nugis exemptum, patrio ccelo redonatum 
efle, terrifque fublimiorem quavis noftra defpicere. Ad hoc reg- 
num, ut non datur aditus, nc calamum meum fatis ad tui fimiles 
fi:ripturientem ha^enus cohib^re, ac reprimer^ del^i» Ego certe 
qui non tarn virtutes ipfas quam virtutum diver&rum conjugtum in 
te admirabar, cum alia multa in te fufpicio, turn quod gravitatis 
quam prx fe fert digniffima viro facies, cum fereniffima humani- 
tate, charitatis cum prudentia, pietatis cum politica, polidca cum 
immenfa eruditione, fed, addo, generofi, nee minime timidi fpiri- 
tus, etiam ubi juniores animo$® laberentur, cum folicito pacis 
amore, raram omnino, et praeter fas iaecuU mixturam feceris. - 
Hinc Deum veneror, tibi ut omnia ex voto, et animi fententia 
rurfum eveniant, fed uno excepto. Nam tu quidem^ iatunis an- 
nis, plenus honoribus, iis etiam quos recufafti nihil ult^ exoptas 
quam quietis praemium, ac jufHtix coronam, tuumque idem, qu6d 
olim Simeonis videtur votum ; Demitte, Domine, nunc (ervum 
tuum in pace. Aft noftrum longe ad hoc alienifSmum eft, 
nempe ut D. T. O. M. te diutiffime intereffe rebus noftris lite- 
rariis, ac praeefle patiatur. Sic vale, dodii&me Miltoni, longum 
et feliciter cum omnibus tuis, plurimum a nobis &lutatus. Da- 
bam poftridie nonas Junii vulgaris -/Erae Chriftianae cb. be. Ixyi. 
Clivopoli ubi Eledorali folio vivimus a confiliis. Iterum vale, 



ftrong evidence that he was the firft to apply the pendule to the clock. 
He feems to hare done fo in 1649, while Huygens* invention was of later 
date. 
■ Animi. • Satur. 
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et nos quod facis adamare perfevera, ac quam primum jucundif- 
limo omnium refponfo bea. 

No. V. 

S. P. 
Pardm quia Morus in fuo fcripto quaedam tibi afperfit ex libro 
tuo de divortiis Anglico, vir nobilis et cl : partim quia multi cu- 
riofe quaeflverunt de argumentis quibus opinionem adftruis tuam : 
dedi cuidam tradulum ilium totum in Hollandicum fermonem 
vertendum : cum defiderio, ut quanto ocius imprimatur. Nefcius 
autem an quicquam in eo corredlum vel additum velis ; non po- 
tui quin hoc verbo te admoneam et de animo tuo, ut me certio- 
rem &cias, rogem. 

Vale, et Salve a 
Hagae die Tui Obfervantifs. 

29 Jan. 55. Leo Aizema. 

Extra, — Nob. CI. viro Dno Job. Miltono Confilio 

Status a Secretis Londini. 



EXTRACT OF THE PASSAGES 

In thi Correfpondence ofNic. Heinfius and Ifaac Vojfius^ where 

Milton is mentioned', 

(v. Burmanni Syllogen, vol. iii.) 

Letters of Heinfius, 

P. 257. Jufliis ille (If. VoiEus) Miltonianum (criptum, fimul 
ac allatum in aulam eilet, Salmafio fiftere, quod invitus credo, 
fecerit. Qua fronte exceptum fit, vellem fimul monuifiet ami- 
ciffimus WuUenius, qui ejus rei certiorem me fecit. 

P. 259. Salmafius poft acceptum Miltoni fcriptum, fremit ac 
frendet, audoremque ejus fe cum toto parlamento perditurum 
palam minatur. Sed illos primos impetus fiifflaminabit credo, 
non nihil, refpondendi moleftia ac labor. 

P. 267. Salmafius in Miltono defiricando totus eft, quem a me 
fiibornatum inftigatumque palam pnedicat, magnumque mihi ac 
patri malum hoc nomine minatur in apologia quam parat, nobis 
tribus fimul infultaturus. Mira profefto eft haec hominis infania, 
quam impune tamen non fecit. Vidi freneticam ejus epiftolam, 
qua exiftimationi noftrx dira quxvis portendit. 

P. 270. Scribonii Largi (i. e. Salmafii) atrox contra rempubli- 
cam Anglicanam fcriptum, praelo Holmienfi jam commiflum fe- 
runt. Mifer ifte fenecio prorfus delirat ac inianit. Mifit duas 
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in hanc urbem nuper epiftolas, rabiei fycophanticae non inanes, 
quibus omne fe virus in me converfurum minatur» quod Miltooi 
fcriptum probari a me intelligat. Ego vero, et dixi, et dicam 
porro, malam a Miltono cauiam tarn bene a<Ehim, quam regis iih 
feliciilimi caufam peflime egit Scribonius. Hanc meam liberth 
tem fi ferre non poteft, rumpatur* Adulatoris a me partes^ non 
eft, quod exigat. Cum nefcire non debeat quam me iervilis ob- 
fequii clientem hadenus non fit expertus. Hoc etiam mal^e 
et Salmadane quod regibus non minus ac Miltonum me infiBomm 
fingit, cum publice jam bis teftatus Aim, quid de parricidio Aih 
glicano fenferim. Inter regtcidas^ (i locum mihi dat, ut .omiu 
procul dubio daturus, videbis brevi pro meritis omatum et de- 
pexum. Nihil neque rene£luti ejus, neque valetudtni adyer&e 
parcam. Ita ilium excipiam, ut parentem meum Hie jamdudum 
excepit, pejus etiam, fi potero. 

P. 271. Salmafii in Atiltonum invedivse jam eduntun Gxat 
winckelius nofter etiam regum caufam fufcepit defbndendam coor 
tra eundem Miltonum. 

P. 276. Ludimagiflrum vocat Scribonius paffim Aiiltanum^qyi 
tamen et nobili loco natus, ut ferunt, qui hominem norunt, et in 
re lauta conftitutus, variis peregrinationibus, affiduifqae ftudiis 
privatus setatem, quam quadraginta annis grandiorem vix mt^ 
merat, exegifTe narratur, donee a confilio ftatus Anglici ad 
fcribae provinciam in iflo coUegio fufcipiendam invitatus eft. 
Virum efTe miti, comique ingenio aiunt, quique aliam non habuifle 
fe caufam proiitetur, Scribonium acerbe infe<^andi, quam quod 
ille et viros e maximis celeberrimifque multis nihil benignius ex- 
ceperit, et quod in univerfam Anglorum gentem, convitiis atro- 
ciflunis injurius valde fuerit. Si quis Anglorum verfibus ilUs 
meis, quos tu nofti, aliquid reponeret, numquid ridiculus tibi vi^ 
derer fi ilium a Scribonio inftigatum afFeverarem ? 

P. 286. Miltoni liber Londini au£^ior, et augufla forma iitera* 
tur. Ingens rumorum materia difcefTus eodem tempore ro^ hna 
(Salmafii) Freinfhemii, Boecleri, Moucheronis; exhauflas areas 
alii, alii gentis ferunt invidiam. 

P. 303. Prodiit et " Clamor regii fanguinis," fine,audoris no- 
mine, quem tamen intelligio facile efTe Morum qui etfi vult videri 
fe caufx id dediffe, fatis prodit fe potius id dedifTe patrono ho(^ 
piti, ut Miltono frigidam fufRinderet in anteceflum, dum alter 
mare, aut lacum criminum undique condu£^um parat. 

P. 305. iEthiops (A. Morus) fociennus ejus [Alafloris tri- 
umphum egit, ut audio, in amici fui xdibus de fuba£lis Britannis. 
Gazettse certe Londinenfes fabellam narrant lepidiffimam : pal- 
mam eam praereptam fibi dolet Alaftor quare fimultates cum 
^thiope nunc ftrenuas exercet, fiquid famae creditur. 



\ 
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P. 307. * Clamorem regii fanguinis' ab Anglo fcriptum nefcio 
quo, fed a Moro editum intellexeram. Morum tamen parricidae 

E*o audore ejus libri habent, ac egregie in Gazettis, ut vocant, 
ondinenHbus defricarunt, tanquam compreflTa fit ab illo, Alaftoris 
(Salmafii) pedifequa addito hoc epigrammate. 

Gain ex concubitu gravidam te, Bontia, Mori 
Quis bene moratam, morlgeramquc neget ? 

Agnofcis in illo Ouweiani acuminis ineptias, quod VUtius heros 
mecum communicavit. Alaftoris (Salmafii) fcriptum contra An- 
^os avide expedo ; de meo enim tei^o, quin illic comitia fint ha- 
benda nuUus dubito. Sic promifit certe, cum Miltonum a me 
annatum perfuaderi fibi pafTus fit. 

' P. 323. Magnus ille Pan (Salmafius) qui fecundam Voffio ex 
Suecia fugam minabatur, mihi quoque mala multa, ac ipfi do- 
minae exitium, niA nos a fe abigerit, ut ex Moro intelligebas nu- 
per, nunc ad plures abiit. Alii Spadae, alii Aquifgrani in balneo 
mortuum ferunt. Trajedi ad Mofam fepultum certe conftat. 
Nimirum qui armis tantopere dele£tabatur, inter arma fepeliri 
voliiit. Hunc cafum accidifTe mihi non valde lugubrem fiiteor, 
non quod minas hominis edentulas timerem, fed quod tranquilli- 
Ciliem animi unice amem, quam ille mihi propriam ac perpetuam 
haud quaquam reliquiflet. £rat etiam e& aetate,ut nihil folidi aut 
ehiditi ab eo amplius fperari pofTet. 

Letters of Fojftus, 

P. 595. Liber Mlltoni heri hue eft allatus. Exemplar meum 
petiit a me reg^a. Ipfe non nifi curfim dum perluftravi. Nihil 
tale ab Anglo expe£bram, et certe nifi me aninius fallit, placuit 
quoque, uno tantum excepto, incomparabili noftrse Domina», 
Diat tamen Salmafius fe perditurum audtorem cum toto parla- 
oiento. 

P. 596. Miltoni apologiam pro parlamento fuo, priori accepi- 
mus hebdomade. Legit iftud fcriptum incomparabilis noftra do- 
mina, et, nifi fiillor, valde ei placuit. Certe et ingenium iftius 
^ri, et fcribendi genus, multis pnefentibus collaudavit. Salma- 
fius jam fefe ad re&ondendum accingit quamvis necdum a diu- 
tumo morbo convaluerit, ira tamen fatis ei fuppeditabit roboris et 
irmorum. 

P. 600. Virulentum Mlltoni librum jamdudum ad vos perla- 
tum confido, ejus editiones quinque jam hie vidimus : Belgicam 
ctiam verfionem, Gallicam nunc adomari ferunt. 

P. 603. Ex Miltoniano libro unicum tantum exemplar Hol- 
miam perlatum miror, cum tria uno eodemque tempore, fuifTe 
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miila icaoL, Eft hic liber in omnium hie maubus ob aigumend 
nobilksttem^ et jam qtatoor, piaeier AogjbcanaBy ^^^««^n^^fT «id^ 
mus, imam in qitarti ut vocant ibnni Goods rditmni tnei k 
duodecima^qitarum primamL.£izcTiriitt,feciiadam J«JanieaiBrf| 
tertiam Tn^cdcnfis ndao qnis cdidk, quiniaL ia tiAafm Mm 
edkia Hagc fiib prado fudat ut mooet Elzcvirias. BdgOB 
veriiofiem video etiam ctrcumfenri, GaUiram cxpeAari iem/L 
Miltonus iUe quis fit non £ttis conftat. Vidi cpd adfimiadnt^ai- 
fimo loco natum, eniditum tamen, et fdcboofmn faftioiirri 
maximam dignitatem promotum. L. Elzcvirius adfiranty oad> 
fibi conitare, hominem efie et nobili ioco natum, et opulemum, i 
fdpublicar mimiis negociilqiie omnHiii» remocnm, ac fiii m fine 
fiio viventem. Refutavit Ang^ico lennone Icaoem. R^fipi-w»^ 
qui liber inter Parfaunentarios maximo eft in pretio. Poemata 
edam Latina edidit, fed quae in manos meas haflrmi» non pcrve- 
nerunt« Si certiora cognorero, faciam utez me intdligv. 

P. 605. Valde quoque gratom erit, fi pono fignificavcris, qu 
et qualis fit ifte Afiltomus. Iconodaftem^ fi habeas, rogo ut ttrnt- 
mittas. 

P. 606. Salmafius totus eft in mrditatione operis contra liUtf- 
tanum. Lepidum eft, quod de GrafwinckeUo narras, mak 
muldbbitur, fi Miltoitum adtigerit. J 

P. 607. Gronovii adver£un valetudinem aegie admodnm fem^ 
At vero plus aegrotat Grafwinckelius, fi cum Ang^o ifto mcrioflo, 
Aliltwo dico, fefe commiierit.— Ipfe (Salmafius) totus nunc eft 
in confiitando fcripto MiUoni^ cui toddem reddit convitia nee 
patietur, ut a minore, vel hac in parte fiiperetur. 

P. 621« Grafwinckelio interdidum eife, ne pergat in JftikoM 
confiitando, ame fert Salmafius. Verum idem ex animo gaudet 
librum Miltant Lutedae publice a camifice efle combuftum. Non 
opus, ut meum de hoc (cripto interponam judicium, interim hoc 
fcio, &tum efle bonorum fere libronim, ut hoc modo vd peveant vd 
periclitentur. Homines plerumque propter federa et praritatem 
manus carnificum fiibeunt, libri vero virtutis et pneftantiae crab. 
Soli fatuorum labores tales non metuunt cafus. Sed fime firuftca 
fiint, qui fe hoc modo exftirpare pofle exiftimant Milttmi etatio* 
rum fcripta, cum pouus flammis iftis, minim quantum clarefiant 
et illuftrentur. Quae autem de Miltoni conditione, ad me feiribis, 
ilia convenire puto cum lis, quae dbi ante hebdomades aliquot 
fignificavi. ' 

P. 643. De motibus Anglicanis cerdora procul dubio ex 31o 
intelligere poffis. Ego quippe rare in publicum prodeo, et non 
me multum immifceo publicis rumoribus. AHltonum caecum iefle 
fa£lum, jam dbi fignificavi, addunt alii edam mortuum. 

P. 647. De ^thiope (Moro) et Angia (Bontia femula Salma- 
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fixL lepidx liint et feftiva qiue reponis. Scd nunc n^ant ea Vera 
i&y et Spaxia. efie ab malevolis quibufdam. Sane conlbnt mthi 
Anglam iftam omnes £thiopi (Moro), reddidiffe amatorias fuas. 
Intcc ipluin et SalmaHum lis forte orietur (quxnam inter tales 
poffit dTe dtuturna concordia], propter librum quendam hic ex- 
cufiUDi cui titulus ** Clamor Sanguinis Regii in Coclum." 
ScripCus ille videtur a quovis anonTmo Anglo, tranfmifiiis vero 
SalmaJlo, divulgatus vero ab ^thiope (Moro). Propter fcxa- 
l^na excmplaria, quse perniilit typographus, inter ipfos eft c<»i- 
cmtia, &c, &c:. 

. P. 649. Dc ** Moro" vero qiue fciibis, quam fiint ea le^da^ 
quam vcnufta. fiM&ac lane ei fim, ut nummum det cum h^ 
infcriptione, ** Subafta Britannia." Verum vide quam ingratus lit 
ifie beros erga ^tbiopem, cujus tamen clavx iftam debet vi£to- 
liam : quomam is non cupit earn uxorem ducere, acerrime nunc 
ilium perfequitur. Mihi (ane ^thiops multo redtius la^rus 
fiitfle videtuT} li ex Ovidii tui przcepto a Domina incipiflet. 
Minor quidem voluptas ilia fuifTet, fed longe majorem InivifTet 
gratiam. Divulgata eft paffim hsec fabella etiam in gazettis publi- 
cic Londinenl^us. Addita edam efrigrammata. 

P. 651. De Salmafio nihil omnino habeo, quod dbi fignificcm. 
Credo enim ctiamnum cum folito fuo malo confliftari. Retulit 
tamen non nemo, eum nunc meliufcule valcre. Lis ipli eft cum 
Moro. Cupit enim ut is Anglicanam fuam in uxorem ducat, 
quod alter recuiat. Verum ifti duo boni amantes, qui nuper tarn 
fiaviter et amice ofcula jungebant, valde nunc fibi invicem funt 
infenli. Ante quatriduum Squidem, cum forte Maurus huic nol^ 
trse occurreret in vafta ifta arei, qux xdibus Salmafii adjacet, 
ftatim ilia capiUidum ejus invafit, pluribufque adfecit verberibus ; 
neque eo contenta, etiam fufte in ilium fasvirc conabatur, nifi 
bonosille focius in horreumconfu^fTetifuperftruicem quandam, 
jaduque fe vindicaftet cxfpitum. Huic fpe^taculo non deftiit in- 
«u Ipo^toruni numenis, qui ex vicinia paffim eo confluxerant. 
Vides quam omnes its in xdibus funt ymaaxoK^txteiiiuvat. Facile hinc 
poffis conjicere, fallbs fuilTe rumores qui de *' fuba^a Britannica" 
paffim fuere fparfi, cum ilia podus Maunim fubegerit, vel, fi vcnis 
fit rumor, adparet non fatis futiTe fuba<9am. 

C. 662. Salmafius totus eft in refponfo ad Miltonum. Ccep- 
tus eft jam excudi, qui mote non erit minor priori. Miltonum 
pajfim Catamitum vocat, aitque cum in Italia vilif&mum fiiifTe 
firortum, et panels nummis nates proftituifte. Examinat quoque 
paffim carmina ejus Latina. Diffidium vero quod exercet cum 
Moro, indies creJcit,preferdm poftquamin jus vocavit Anglicam. 
Infenius quoque eft alio nomine, nempe quod ipfum Moms cor- 
nigenim vocarit. 
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P. 669. Miltonum mortuum credideram, fie cera nunciant. 
Sed pneftat in vivis ilium efle, ut Sycophuitc cum Sjvophanlii 
committaiitiir. Poenuta ejus mthi onenmt HiJftenhu. HihiiUb 
ad tUgantiam apologia. In pnfi£am ftcttnit fiv^atattr* Mi|- 
nus ^tur Salnufianz crifi campus Mc eft ueitu*, fed qui finale 
alienoB ifte veritis notabit, cujus miifi» oibil eft cacadin? (^ 
ait advei^um (Miltonum) nates Italis vendidifi^ men eft a- 
lumnia. Udnam ejas mats tarn tutx fiiiflent a pug^ nxDm, 

?uam pofticum Mutmi os a ficariis Hetrufcis ! Imo inTifis el 
ulis Anglus ille^ inter quos multo vixit tempore^ obmora lOr 
mis feveros, cum et de religione libenter difeuCaret, ac mnlci b 
Pondficem Romanum acerbe efRitiret, quavn occafione. 




SAMSON AGONISTES, 



A DRAMATIC POEM. 



Ariftot. Poet. Cap. 6. 

T^7«}/tf \u\Lyfi^ TpdijEtas tnniataf, &c. 

Tragopdia eft imiiatio a£ii<mis feria^ &c. Per mifericordiam bf 
metum perficiens talium affeSiuum luftrationem. 



I 



B 




Of that fort of Dramatic Poem 
which is calVd Tragedy, 



DRAGEDY, as it was antiently compoe'd. 
hath been ever held the graveft» moral- 
efl, and moft profitable of all other 
Poems : therefore faid by Arifiotle to be of power 
by raifing pity and fear, or terror, to purge dw 
mind of thofe and fuch like paiGons, that is to 
temper and reduce them to juft meafure with a 
kind of delight, ilirr'd up by reading or feeing 
thofe pafiions well imitated. Nor is Nature want- 
ing in her own eifedls to make good his ajQertion : 
for fo in Phyfic things of melancholic hue and 
quality are us'd againft melancholy, ibwr againft 
fbwr, fait to remove fait humours. Hence Philo- 
fophers and other graveft Writers, as Cicero^ Plu- 
tarch and others, frequently cite out of Tragic 
Poets, both to adorn and illuftrate thir diicourie. 
The Apoftlc Paul himfelf thought it not unworthy 
to infert a vcrfe of Euripides into the Text of Holy 
Scripture, i Cor. 15. 33. and Paraus coramttAvag 
on the Revelation, divides the whole Book as a 
Tragedy, into Ads diftinguiflit each by a Chorus 
of Heavenly Harpings and Song between. Here- 



tofore Men in higheft dignity have labour'd not 
a little to be thought able to compofe a Tragedy, 
Of that honour Dionyjius the elder was no lefs am- 
bitious, then before of his attaining to the Tyranny. 
Augujius Cafar alfo had begun his Ajax^ but unable 
to pleaie his own judgment with what he had be- 
gun, left it unfiniflit. Seneca the Philofopher is by 
fbme thought the Author of thofe Tragedies (at 
left the beft of them) that go under that name. 
Gregory Nazianzen a Father of the Church, thought 
it not unbefeeming the fanftity of his perfon to 
write a Tragedy, which he entitled, Chriji fuffering. 
This is mentioned to vindicate Tragedy from the 
finall efteem, or rather infamy, which in the ac- 
count of many it undergoes at this day with other 
common Interludes; hap'ning through the Poets 
error of intermixing Comic ftuff with Tragic fad- 
ncfs and gravity ; or introducing trivial and vulgar 
perfbnSy which by all judicious hath bin counted 
abfurd; and brought in without difcretion, cor- 
ruptly to gratifie the people. And though antient 
Tragedy ufe no Prologue, yet ufing fometimes, in 
cafe of felf defence, or explanation, that which 
Martial calls an Epiftle ; in behalf of this Tragedy 
coming forth after the antient manner, much dif- 
ferent from what among us pafles for beft, thus 
much before-hand may be EpiftPd; that Chorus 
is here introduced after the Greek manner, not 
antient only but modern, and ftill in ufe among the 
Italians. In the modelling therefore of this Poem, 
with good reafon, the Antients and Italians are 
rather followed, as of much more authority and 
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fame. The meafure of Verfe us'd in the Chorus 
is of all forts, caird by the Greeks Momftrophic^ or 
rather Apolelymenon^ without regard had to Strophe^ 
Antijirophe or Epod^ which were a kind of Stanza's 
fram'd only for the Mufic, then us'd with the 
Chorus that fung ; not eilential to the Poem, and 
therefore not material; or being divided into 
Stanza's or Paufes, they may be call'd AUaaJtropha. 
Diviiion into Aft and Scene referring chiefly to the 
Stage (to which this work never was intended) is 
here omitted. 

It fuffices if the whole Drama be found not 
produc't beyond the fift Aft, of the ftyle and uni- 
formitie, and that commonly call'd the Plot, whe- 
ther intricate or explicit, which is nothing indeed 
but fuch ceconomy, or difpofition of the fable as 
may fland beft with verifimilitude and decorum ; 
they only will beft judge who are not unacqi^nted 
with JEfchulnsj Sophocles ^ and Euripides^ the three 
Tragic Poets unequall'd yet by any, and the beft 
rule to all who endeavour to write Tragedy. The 
circumfcription of time wherein the whole Drama 
begins and ends, is according to antient rule, and 
beft example, within the fpace of 24 hours. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

SAMSON tnade Captive^ Blind, and now in the Prifon 
at Gaza, there to labour as in a common work-hou/e, on 
a Fefiival dtrf, in the general cej/atien from labour, comes 
forth into the open Air, to a place nigh, Jomewhat retir'd 
there to Jit a while and bemoan his condition. fVhere he 
happens at length to be vi/tted by certain friends and equals 
cf his tribe, which make the Chorus, who/eek to comfort 
him what they can ; then by his old Father Manoa, who 
endeavours the like, and withal tells him his purpofe to 
procure his liberty iy ranfom ; lafily, that this Feaji was 
proelaim'd by the Philiftms as a day of Thank/giving for 
thir deliverance from the hands of SamCon, which yet more 
troubles him, Manoa then departs to profecute his endea- 
vour with the Philiftian Lords for Samfon'j redemption ; 
who in the mean while is vifited ^ other per/ens ; and 
Utfily by a publick Officer to require his coming to the 
Feaft before the Lords and People, to play or fhew his 
firength in thir prefence ; he at firft refujes, dijmiffing the 
publick Officer with abjolute denyal to come ; at length 
per/waded inwardly that this was from God, he yields to 
go along with him, who came now the Jecond time with 
great threatenings to fetch him ; the Chorus yet remaining 
an the place, Manoa returns full of joyful hope, to procure 
if re long his Sons deliverance : in the midft of which dij- 
courfe an Ebrew comes in hajie confufedly at firfi ; and 
afterward more dijtin£fly relating the Cataftrophe, what 
Samfon had done to the Fhiliftins, and by accident to him- 
Jelf; wherewith the Tragedy ends. 



THE PERSONS. 

t 

Samfbn. 

Manoa the Father of Samfbn. 

DalUa liis Wife. 

Harapha of Gath. 

Publick Officer. 

Meflenger. 

Chorus of Danites. 

T^he Scene before the Prifon in Gaza. 




Samfon Agoniftes. 

Samfon. 

\ LITTLE onward lend thy guiding 
hand 

To thefe dark (leps, a little fiirther on ; 

For yonder bank hath choice of Sun 
or Ihade, 
There I am wont to fit, when any chance 
Relieves me from my taik of fervUe toyl. 
Dally in the common Prifon elfe enjoyn'd me, 
Where I a Prifoner chain'd, fcarce freely draw 
The air imprifon'd alfo, clofe and damp, 
Unwholfom draught : but here I feel amends, 9 
ThebreathofHeav'nfrefh-blowing,pureandiWeet, 
With day-fpring born ; here leave me to refpire. 
This day a Iblemn Feall the people hold 
To Dagon thir Sea-Idol, and forbid 
Laborious works, unwillingly this reft 
Thir Superftition yields me ; hence with leave 
Retiring from the popular noife, I feek 
This unfrequented pkce to find fome eafc, 
Eafe to the body fome, none to the mind 
From reftleJs thoughts, that like a deadly fwarm 
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Of Hornets arm'd, no iboner found alone, *o 

But rufh upon me thronging, and prcfent 

Times pail, what once I was, and what am now. 

O wherefore was my birth from Heaven foretold 

Twice by an Angel, who at laft in fight 

Of both my Parents all in flames afcended 

From off the Altar, where an Off*ring bum*d. 

As in a fieiy column charioting 

His Godlike prefence, and from Ibme great aft 

Or benefit reveal'd to Ahraham's race ? 

Why was my breeding order*d and prefcrib'd 30 

As of a perlbn feparate to God, 

Defign'd for great exploits ; if I muft dye 

Betray'd, Captiv'd, and both my Eyes put out. 

Made of my Enemies the fcorn and gaze ; 

To grind in Brazen Fetters under taik 

With this Heav'n-gifted ftrength? O glorious 

Put to the labour of a Beaft, debas't [ftrength 

Lower then bondflave ! Promifc was that I 

Should Ifrael from Philijiian yoke deliver ; 

Aik for this great Deliverer now, and find him 40 

Eyelels in Gaza at the Mill with Haves, 

Himfelf in bonds under Philijiian yoke ; 

Yet ftay, let me not ralhly call in doubt 

Divine Predidtion ; what if all foretold 

Had been fulfilld but through mine own default. 

Whom have I to complain of but my felf ? 

Who this high gift of ftrength committed to me. 

In what part lodg'd, how eafily bereft me. 

Under the Seal of filence could not keep. 

But weakly to a woman muft reveal it, 50 

O'recome with importunity and tears. 
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O impotence of mind, in body ftrong ! 

But what is ftrength without a double fhare 

Of wildom, vaft, unwieldy, burdenfbm. 

Proudly fecure, yet liable to fall 

By weakeft futtleties, not made to rule. 

But to fubferve where wifdom bears command. 

God, when he gave me ftrength, to fliew withal 

How flight the gift was, hung it in my Hair. 

But peace, I muft not quarrel with the will 60 

Of higheft difpenfation, which herein 

Happ'ly had ends above my reach to know : 

Suffices that to me ftrength is my bane. 

And proves the fourfe of all my miferies ; 

So many, and fo huge, that each apart 

Would afk a life to wail, but chief of all, 

O lofs of fight, of thee I moft complain ! 

Blind among enemies, O worfe then chains. 

Dungeon, or beggery, or decrepit age ! 

Light the prime work of God to me is extindt, 70 

And all her various objedls of delight 

Annulled, which might in part my grief have eas'd, 

Inferiour to the vileft now become 

Of man or worm ; the vileft here excel me. 

They creep, yet fee, I dark in light exposed 

To daily fraud, contempt, abufe and wrong. 

Within doors, or without, ftill as a fool. 

In power of others, never in my own ; 

Scarce half I feem to live, dead more then half. 

O dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of noon, 80 

Irrecoverably dark, total Eclipfe 

Without all hope of day ! 

O firft created Beam, and thou great Word, 
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Let there be light, and light was over all ; 
Why am I thus bereav'd thy prime decree ? 
The Sun to me is dark 
And filent as the Moon» 
When fhe deferts the night 
Hid in her vacant interlunar cave. 
Since light fo neceflary is to life, 90 

And almoft life it felf, if it be true 
That light is in the Soul, 
She all in every part ; why was the fight 
To fuch a tender ball as th' eye confined ? 
So obvious and fo eafie to be quench't. 
And not as feeling through all parts difius'd. 
That fhe might look at will through every pore ? 
Then had I not been thus exil'd from light ; 
As in the land of darknefs yet in light. 
To live a life half dead, a living death, 100 

And buried ; but O yet more miferable ! 
My felf, my Sepulcher, a moving Grave, 
Buried, yet not exempt 
By priviledge of death and burial 
From worft of other evils, pains and wrongs. 
But made hereby obnoxious more 
To all the miferies of life. 
Life in captivity 
Among inhuman foes. 

But who are thefe ? for with joint pace I hear 1 10 
The tread of many feet ftearing this way ; 
Perhaps my enemies who come to flare 
At my affliftion, and perhaps to infult, 
Thir daily pradlice to afflidl me more. 
Chor. This, this is he ; foftly a while. 
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Let us not break in upon him ; 

O change beyond report, thought, or belief! 

See how he lies at random, carelefly diiRis'd, 

With anguifh't head unpropt, 

As one paft hope, abandoned, 120 

And by himfelf given over ; 

In flavifh habit, ill-fitted weeds 

0*re worn and foild ; 

Or do my eyes mifreprefent ? Can this be hee. 

That Heroic, that Renowned, 

Irreiiflible Sam/on ? whom unarm'd [withftand 

No ftrength of man, or fierceft wild beaft could 

Who tore the Lion, as the Lion tears the Kid, 

Ran on embattelld Armies clad in Iron, 

And weaponlefs himfelf, 130 

Made Arms ridiculous, ufelefs the forgery 

Of brazen fhield and fpear, the hammer'd Cuirafs, 

Chalybean tempered fteel, and frock of mail 

Adamantean Proof; 

But iafefl he who flood aloof. 

When infupportably his foot advanc't. 

In fcom of thir proud arms and warlike tools, 

Spurn'd them to death by Troops. The bold Af- 

calonite 
Fled from his Lion ramp, old Warriors turned 
Thir plated backs under his heel ; 140 

Or grovling foild thir crefled helmets in the dufl. 
Then with what trivial weapon came to hand. 
The Jaw of a dead Afs, his fword of bone, 
A thoufand fore-fkins fell, the flower of Palefiin 
In Ramath-lecbi famous to this day : [bore 

Then by main force puU'd up, and on his (houlders 
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The Gates of Azza, Poft, and maflie Bar 

Up to the Hill by Hebron^ feat of Giants old. 

No journey of a Sabbath day, and loaded fb ; 149 

Like whom the Gentiles feign to bear up Heav'n. 

Which fliall I firft bewail. 

Thy Bondage or loft Sight, 

Prifon within Prifon 

Infeparably dark ? 

Thou art become (O worft imprifbnment !) 

The Dungeon of thy felf ; thy Soul 

(Which Men enjoying fight oft without caufe com- 

Imprifon'd now indeed, [plain) 

In real darknefs of the body dwells. 

Shut up from outward light 160 

To incorporate with gloomy night ; 

For inward light alas 

Puts forth no visual beam. 

O mirror of our fickle ftate. 

Since man on earth unparallel'd ! 

The rarer thy example ftands. 

By how much from the top of wondrous glory, 

Strongeft of mortal men. 

To loweft pitch of abjedt fortune thou art fall'n. 

For him I reckon not in high eftate 170 

Whom long defcent of birth 

Or the fphear of fortune raifes ; 

But thee whofe ftrength, while vertue was her mate. 

Might have fubdu'd the Earth, 

Univerfally crown'd with higheft praifes, 

Sam. I hear the found of words, thir fenfe the air 
Diflfolves unjointed e're it reach my ear. 

Chor. Hee fpeaks, let us draw nigh. Matchlefs 
in might, 



1 



SAMSON AGONISrES. 13 

The glory late oi Ifrael^ now the grief; 179 

We come thy friends and neighbours not unknown 

From EJhtaol and Zora^s fruitful Vale 

To vifit or bewail thee, or if better, 

Counfel or Confolation we may bring. 

Salve to thy Sores, apt words have power to fwage 

The tumors of a troubled mind. 

And are as Balm to fefter*d wounds. 

Sam. Your coming. Friends, revives me, for I learn 
Now of my own experience, not by talk. 
How counterfeit a coin they are who friends 
Bear in their Superfcription (of the moft 190 

I would be underflood) in profperous days 
They fwarm, but in adverfe withdraw their head 
Not to be found, though fought. Yee fee, O friends. 
How many evils have enclosed me round ; 
Yet that which was the worft now leaft zS^iOiS me, 
Blindnefs, for had I fight, conflis'd with (hame. 
How could I once look up, or heave the head. 
Who like a foolifli Pilot have (hipwrack*t. 
My Veflel trufted to me from above, 
Glorioufly rigg'd ; and for a word, a tear, 200 
Fool, have divulg'd the fecret gift of God 
To a deceitful Woman : tell me Friends, 
Am I not fung and proverbd for a Fool 
In every ftreet, do they not fay, how well 
Are come upon him his deferts ? yet why ? 
Immeafurabje flrength they might behold 
In me, of wifdom nothing more then mean ; 
This with the other (hould, at leaft, have paird, 
Thefe two proportiond ill drove me tranfverfe. 

Chor. Tax not divine difpofal, wifeft Men 210 
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Have err'd, and by bad Women been decciv'd ; 
And fhall again, pretend they ne're ib wife. 
Dejeft not then fo overmuch thy felf. 
Who haft of forrow thy full load befides ; 
Yet truth to iay, I oft have heard men wonder 
Why thou fliouldft wed Philifiian women rather 
Then of thine own Tribe fairer, or as fair. 
At leaft of thy own Nation, and as noble. 

Sam. The iirft I faw at Timna^ and (he pleas'd 
Mee, not my Parents, that I fought to wed, %w 
The daughter of an Infidel : they knew not 
That what I motion'd was of God ; I knew 
From intimate impulfe, and therefore urg'd 
The Marriage on ; that by occafion hence 
I might begin IfraeVs Deliverance, 
The work to which I was divinely calPd ; 
She proving falfe, the next I took to Wife 
(O that I never had ! fond wifh too late.) 
Was in the Vale of Sorec^ Dalildj 
That fpecious Monfter, my accomplifht fhare. 230 
I thought it lawful from my former adl. 
And the fame end ; ftill watching to opprefs 
IfraeVs oppreffours : of what now I fuffer 
She was not the prime caufe, but I my felf. 
Who vanquifht with a peal of words (O weaknefs!) 
Gave up my fort of filence to a Woman. 

Chor. In feeking juft occafion to provoke 
The Philijiine^ thy Countries Enemy,* 
Thou never waft remifs, I bear thee witnefs : 
Yet Ifrael ftill ferves with all his Sons. 240 

Sam. That fault I take not on me, but transfer 
On IfraePs Govemours, and Heads of Tribes, 
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Who feeing thofe great atfts which God had done 

Singly by mc againft their Conquerours 

Acknowledg'd not, or not at all confider'd 

Deliverance o^rd : I on th' other fide 

Us'd no ambition to commend my deeds, [dooer ; 

The deeds themfelves, though mute, fpokc loud the 

But they perfifted deaf, and would not feem «49 

To count them things worth notice, till at length 

Thir Lords the Philijiines with gather'd powers 

Enterd Judea feeking mee, who then 

Safe to the rock of Etham was retir'd. 

Not flying, but fore-cafting in what place 

To fet upon them, what advantag'd beft ; 

Mean while the men of Judah to prevent 

The harrafs of thir Land, befet me round ; 

I willingly on feme conditions came 

Into thir hands, and they as gladly yield me 

To the uncircumcis'd a welcom prey, »iSo 

Bound with two cords; butcordstomewcre threds 

Toucht with the flame : on thir whole Hoft I flew 

Unarm'd, and with a trivial weapon fell'd 

Their choiceft youth ; they only liv'd who fled. 

Had yuidah that day join'd, or one whole Tribe, 

They had by this poffefs'd the Towers of Gathy 

And lorded over thein whom now they ferve ; 

But what more oft in Nations grown corrupt. 

And by thir vices brought to fervitude, 

Then to love Bondage more then Liberty, 270 

Bondage with eafe then ilrenuous liberty ; 

And to defpife, or envy, or fufpedt 

Whom God hath of his fpecial fevour rais'd 

As thir Deliverer ; if he aught begin. 
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How frequent to defert him, and at laft 
To heap ingratitude on worthieft deeds ? 

Chor. Thy words to my remembrance bring 
How Succoth and the Fort of Penuel 
Thir great Deliverer contemn'd. 
The matchlefs Gideon in purfuit 280 

Of Madian and her vanquifht Kings : 
And how ingrateful Ephraim 
Had dealt with Jephtha^ who by argument» 
Not worfe then by his fhield and fpear 
Defended Ifrael from the Ammonite^ 
Had not his prowefs quelPd thir pride 
In that fore battel when fo many dy'd 
Without Reprieve adjudged to death. 
For want of well pronouncing Shibboleth. 

Sam. Of fuch examples adde mee to the roul, 
Mee eafily indeed mine may negledt, 291 

But Gods proposed deliverance not (o. 

Chor. Juft are the ways of God, 
And juftifiable to Men ; 
Unlefs there be who think not God at all. 
If any be, they walk obfcure ; 
For of fuch Dodtrine never was there School, 
But the heart of the Fool, 
And no man therein Dodtor but himfelf. 

Yet more there be who doubt his ways not juft. 
As to his own edidts, found contradicting, 301 
Then give the rains to wandring thought, 
Regardlefs of his glories diminution ; 
Till by thir own perplexities involved 
They ravel more, ftill lefs refolv*d. 
But never find felf-fatisfying iblution. 
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As if they would confine th' interminable. 
And tie him to his own prefcript, 
Who made our Laws to bind us, not himfelf. 
And hath full right to exempt 3><> 

Whom fo it pleafes him by choice 
From National obftridtion, without taint 
Of fin, or legal debt ; 
For with his own Laws he can befl: difpence. 

He would not elfe who never wanted means. 
Nor in refpeift of the enemy juft caufe 
To fet his people free. 
Have prompted this Heroic NazaritCy 
Againft his vow of ftridteft purity. 
To feek in marriage that fallacious Bride, 3*0 

Unclean, unchafle. 

Dpwn Reafon then, at leaft vain reafonings down. 
Though Reafon here aver 
That moral verdit quits her of unclean: 
Unchafte was fubfequent, her ftain not his. 

But fee here comes thy reverend Sire 
With careful ftep. Locks white as doune, 
Old Manoah : adviie 
Forthwith how thou oughtft to receive him, 

Sam. Ay me, another inward grief awak*t, 330 
With mention of that name renews th* aflStult. 

Man. Brethren nad men of Dan, for fuch ye feem. 
Though in this uncouth place ; if old refpedt. 
As I fuppofe, towards your once gloried friend. 
My Son now Captive, hither hath informed 
Your younger feet, while mine caft back with age 
Came lagging after ; fay if he be here. 

C/ior. As fignal now in low dejedled ftate, 
I c 



1 
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As earft in higheft, behold him where he lies. 
Man. O miferable change ! is this the man. 
That invincible Samfon^ far renown'd, 34» 

The dread of IfraePs foes, who with a ilrengdi 
Equivalent to Angels walk'd thir ftreets. 
None offering fight ; who fingle combatant 
Dueird thir Armies rank't in proud array, 
Himielf an Army, now unequal match 
To fave himfelf againfl a coward arm*d 
At one fpears length. O ever failing 
In mortal ftrength ! and oh what not in man 
Deceivable and vain ! Nay what thing good jp> 
Pray*d for, but often proves our woe, our bane ? 
I pray'd for Children, and thought barrenneft 
In wedlock a reproach ; I gained a Son, 
And fuch a Son as all Men hail'd me happy ; 
Who would be now a Father in my ftead ? 
O wherefore did God grant me my requeft. 
And as a bleffing with fuch pomp adom'd ? 
Why are his gifts defirable, to tempt 
Our earneft Prayers, then giv'n with fblemn hand 
As Graces, draw a Scorpions tail behind ? 360 

For this did the Angel twice defcend ? for this 
Ordain'd thy nurture holy, as of a Plant ; 
Seleift, and Sacred, Glorious for a while. 
The miracle of men : then in an hour 
Enfnar'd, afiaulted, overcome, led bound. 
Thy Foes derifion. Captive, Poor, and Blind 
Into a Dungeon thruft, to work with Slaves ? 
Alas methinks whom God hath chofen once 
To worthieft deeds, if he through frailty err. 
He fhould not fo oVewhelm, and as a thrall 370 
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Subjedl him to To foul indignities. 

Be it but for honours fake of former deeds. 

Sam. Appoint not heavenly difpofition. Father, 
Nothing of all thefe evils hath befall'n me 
But juftly ; I my felf have brought them on. 
Sole Author I, fole caufe ; if aught feem vile. 
As vile hath been my folly, who have profen'd ' 
The myftery of God giv'n me under pledge 
Of vow, and have betray'd it to a woman, 
A Canaanite, my faithlefs enemy. 380 

This well I knew, nor was at all furpris'd. 
But warn'd by oft experience : did not flie 
Of Tt'maa firft betray me, and reveal 
The fecret wrefted from me in her highth 
Of Nuptial Love profeft, carrying it ftrait 
To them who had corrupted her, my Spies, 
And Rivals ? In this other was there found 
More Faith ? who alfo in her prime of love, 
Spouial embraces, vitiated with Gold, 
Though oifer'd only, by the fent conceiv'd 390 
Her fpurious firft-born ; Treafon againft me ? 
Thrice ihe afla/d with flattering prayers and iighs, 
And amorous reproaches to win from me 
My capital fecret, in what part my ftrcngth 
Layilor'd,inwhatpartfumm'd,thatlheniightknow: 
Thrice I deluded her, and turn'd to Iport 
Her importunity, each time perceiving 
How openly, and with what impudence 
She purpos'd to betray me, and (which was worfe 
Then undiflembl'd hate) with what contempt 4<» 
She fought to make me Traytor to my felf; 
Yet the fourth time, when muftring all her wiles. 
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With blandiflit parlies, feminine aifaults 
Tongue-batteries, flie furceas'd not day nor night 
To ftorm me over-watch*t, and wearied out. 
At times when men feek moil repofe and reft, 
I yielded, and unlocked her all my heart. 
Who with a grain of manhood well refolv'd 
Might eafily have fhook o£F all her fhares : 
But foul effeminacy held me yok't 410 

Her Bond-flave ; O indignity, O blot 
To Honour and Religion ! fervil mind 
Rewarded well with fervil punifhment ! 
The bafe degree to which I now am faU'n, 
Thefe rags, this grinding, is not yet io bafe 
As was my former fervitude, ignoble. 
Unmanly, ignominious, infamous. 
True flavery, and that blindnefs worfe then this. 
That faw not how degeneratly I ferv'd. 419 

Man. I cannot praife thy Marriage choifes. Son, 
Rather approved them not ; but thou didft plead 
Divine impulfion prompting how thou might*ft 
Find fome occafion to infeft our Foes. 
I ftate not that ; this I am fure ; our Foes 
Found foon occafion thereby to make thee 
Thir Captive, and thir triumph ; thou the fooner 
Temptation found'fl, or over-potent charms 
To violate the facred truft of filence 
Depofited within thee ; which to have kept 
Tacit, was in thy power ; true ; and thou bear'ft 
Enough, and more the burden of that fault ; 431 
Bitterly hafl thou paid, and flill art paying 
That rigid fcore. A worfe thing yet remains. 
This day the Philifiines a popular Feaft 
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Here celebrate in Gaza ; and proclaim 
Great Pomp, and Sacrifice, and Praifes loud 
To Dagon, as their God who hath delivered 
Thee Samfon bound and blind into thir hands, 
Them out of thine, who flew*ft them many a flain. 
So Dagon fliall be magnified, and God, 440 

Befides whom is no God, compared with Idols, 
Diiglorifi*d, blafphem'd, and had in fcorn 
By th' Idolatrous rout amidft thir wine ; 
Which to have come to pafs by means of thee, 
Sam/on^ of all thy fufFerings think the heavieft. 
Of all reproach the moft with fliame that ever 
Could have befaH'n thee and thy Fathers houfe. 

Sam. Father, I do acknowledge and confefs 
That I this honour, I this pomp have brought 
To Dagon, and advanced his praifes high 450 

Among the Heathen round ; to God have brought 
Difhonour, obloquie, and op't the mouths 
Of Idolifts, and Atheifts; have brought fcandal 
To IfraeU diffidence of God, and doubt 
In feeble hearts, propenfe anough before 
To waver, or fall o£F and joyn with Idols ; 
Which is my chief afiliiStion, fhame and forrow. 
The anguifh of my Soul, that fuiFers not 
Mine eie to harbour fleep, or thoughts to reft. 
This only hope relieves me, that the ftrife 460 
With me hath end ; all the conteft is now 
'Twixt God and Dagon ; Dagon hath prefum'd. 
Me overthrown, to enter lifts with God, 
His Deity comparing and preferring 
Before the God of Abraham. He, be fure. 
Will not connive, or linger, thus provoked. 
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But will ariie and his great name afleit : 
Dagon rnuft ftoop, and (hall e're long receive 
Such a difcomfit, as (hall quite defpoil him 
Of an theie boafted Trophies won on me, 470 
And with confufion blank his Worihippers. 

Man. With caoie this hope relieves thee, and thefe 
I as a Prophecy receive : for God, [words 

Nothing more certain, wiU not long defer 
To vindicate the glory of his name 
Againft all competition, nor will long 
Endure it, doubtful whether God be Lord, 
Or Dagan. But for thee what fliall be done ? 
Thou mud not in the mean while here forgot 
Lie in this miferable loathfom plight 480 

Neglcded. I already have made way 
To fome Philijlian Lords, with whom to treat 
About thy ranfom : well they may by this 
Have fatisfi'd thir utmoft of revenge 
By pains and flaveries, worfe then death inflifted 
On thee, who now no more canft do them harm. 

Sam. Spare that propofal. Father, fparc the 
Of that follicitation ; let me here, [trouble 

As I deferve, pay on my puniftiment ; 
And expiate, if poflible, my crime, 490 

Shameful garrulity. To have reveal'd 
Secrets of men, the fecrets of a friend. 
How hainous had the feft been, how deferving 
Contempt, and fcorn of all, to be excluded 
All friendship, and avoided as a blab. 
The mark of fool fet on his front ? 
But I Gods counfel have not kept, his holy fecret 
Prefumptuoufly have publifh'd, impioufly, 
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Weakly at Icaft, and fhamefully : A fin 

That Gentiles in thir Parables condemn 500 

To thir abyfs and horrid pains confined. 

Man. Be penitent and for thy fault contrite. 
But ad not in thy own affliftion. Son, 
Repent the fin» but if the punifhment 
Thou canft avoid, felf-prefervation bids ; 
Or th' execution leave to high difpofal. 
And let another hand, not thine, exadt 
Thy penal forfeit from thy felf ; perhaps 
God will relent, and quit thee all his debt ; 
Who evermore approves and more accepts 510 
(Beft pleas'd with humble and filial fubmifiion) 
Him who imploring mercy fues for life. 
Then who felf-rigorous choofes death as due ; 
Which argues over-juft, and felf-difpleas'd 
For felf-oflfence, more then for God offended. 
Rejedl not then what oflferd means, who knows 
But God hath fet before us, to return thee 
Home to thy countrey and his facred houfe. 
Where thou mayft bring thy oflTrings, to avert 
His further ire, with praiers and vows renewed. 

Sam. His pardon I implore ; but as for life. 
To what end fhould I feek it ? when in flrength 
All mortals I excelled, and great in hopes 
With youthful courage and magnanimous thoughts 
Of birth from Heaven foretold and high exploits. 
Full of divine inflindl, after fome proof 
Of adls indeed heroic, far beyond 
The Sons of AnaCy famous now and blazed, 
Fearlefs of danger, like a petty God 
I walk'd about admir'd of all and dreaded 530 
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On hoflile ground, none daring my afiront 
Then fwolFn with pride into the fhare I fell 
Of fair fallacious looks, venereal trains» 
Softn'd with pleafure and voluptuous life ; 
At length to lay my head and hallow'd pledge 
Of all my ftrength in the lafcivious lap 
Of a deceitful Concubine who fhore me 
Like a tame Weather, all my precious fleece. 
Then turned me out ridiculous, defpoil'd. 
Shaven, and difarmM among my enemies. sf) 

Chor. Deiire of wine and all delicious drinks. 
Which many a famous Warriour overturns. 
Thou couldft reprefs, nor did the dancing Ruble 
Sparkling, out-pow'rd, the flavor, or the fmell. 
Or tafte that cheers the heart of Gods and men. 
Allure thee from the cool Cryflalline flream. 

Sam. Where ever fountain or frefti current flow'd 
Againft the Eaftern ray, tranflucent, pure. 
With touch aetherial of Heavens fiery rod 
I drank, from the clear milkie juice allaying 550 
Thirft, and refrefht ; nor envy'd them the grape 
Whofe heads that turbulent liquor fills with fumes. 

Chor. O madnefs, to think ufe of ftrongeft wines 
And ftrongeft drinks our chief fupport of health. 
When God with thefe forbid'n made choice to rear 
His mighty Champion, ftrong above compare, 
Whofe drink was only from the liquid brook. 

Sam. But what avail'd this temperance, not com- 
Againft another objedt more enticing ? [pleat 

What boots it at one gate to make defence, 560 
And at another to let in the foe 
Effeminatly vanquifti't ? by which means. 



SAMSON AGONISTES. 25 

No wblind, diftieartn'd, fham*d, diftionour'd, quell'd^ 

To what can I be ufeful, wherein ferve 

My Nation, and the work from Heav'n imposed. 

But to fit idle on the houfhold hearth, 

A burdenous drone r to vifitants a gaze. 

Or pitied obje£t, thefe redundant locks 

Robuftious to no purpofe cluftring down. 

Vain monument of ftrength ; till length of years 

And fedentary numnefs craze my limbs 571 

To a contemptible old age obfcure. 

Here rather let me drudge and earn my bread. 

Till vermin or the draff of fervil food 

Confume me, and oft-invocated death 

Haft'n the welcom end of all my pains. 

Man. Wilt thou then ferve the Philijiines with 
that gift 
Which was exprefly giv*n thee to annoy them ? 
Better at home lie bed-rid, not only idle. 
Inglorious, unimploy'd, with age out- worn. 5 So 
But God who caus'd a fountain at thy prayer 
From the dry ground to fpring, thy thirft to allay 
After the brunt of battel, can as eafie 
Caufe light again within thy eies to fpring. 
Wherewith to ferve him better then thou haft ; 
And I perfwade me fo ; why elfe this ftrength 
Miraculous yet remaining in thofe locks ? 
His might continues in thee not for naught. 
Nor fhall his wondrous gifts be fruftrate thus. 589 

Sam. All otherwife to me my thoughts portend. 
That thefe dark orbs no more fhall treat with light. 
Nor th' other light of life continue long. 
But yield to double darknefs nigh at hand : 
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I fb^ :zi J genai ipirits dioop, I ] 

Mt hcoes ijl rar, ramrc within mc tetsas 
Li 2II her thryricca inaxr of hor^f ; 
Mt rice cf giocT niri, aiid race erf* ihamCy 
A:3d I frali ilkcrtiy l]e with them that reft, [ceed 

.IfizT. Bcikrc noc tiieic loggcftioiis which pio- 
Frcci angaiih of ihc mind and homoiirs bbck» 
That mingtc wirh thr tmcr. I however 601 
Mail not omit a Fathers timely care 
To proiecntc the means of thy deliverance 
Bv rankxn or how elk: : mean while be calm» 
And healing words trom thelc thy fiiends admit 

S,im. O that torment ihould not be confin'd 
To the bodies wounds and lores 
With maladies innumerable 
In heart, head, brell, and reins ; 
But mull iecret paliage hnd 610 

To th' inmoll mind. 
There exercile all his fierce accidents. 
And on her purell Ipirits prey. 
As on entrails, joints, and limbs. 
With anfwerable pains, but more intenfe. 
Though void of corporal fenie. 

My griefs not only pain me 
As a lingring difeafe. 
But finding no redrefs, ferment and rage. 
Nor leis then wounds immedicable 620 

Ranckle, and fefter, and gangrene. 
To black mortification. 

Thoughts my Tormenters arm'd with deadly flings 
Mangle my apprehenfive tendereft parts, 
Exafperate, exulcerate, and raife 
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Dire inflammation which no cooling herb 

Or medcinal liquor can aflwage. 

Nor breath of Vernal Air from fnowy Alp. 

Sleep hath forfbok and giv*n me oVe 

To deaths benumming Opium as my only cure. 

Thence j&in tings, fwounings of defpair, 631 

And fenfe of Heavens defertion. 

I was his nurfling once and choice delight. 
His deftin'd from the womb, 
Promifd by Heavenly meflage twice defcending. 
Under his fpecial eie 

Abftemious I grew up and thrived amain ; 
He led me on to mightieft deeds 
Above the nerve of mortal arm 
Againft the uncircumcis'd, our enemies. 640 

But now hath call me off as never known. 
And to thofe cruel enemies. 
Whom I by his appointment had provok't. 
Left me all helplefs with th' irreparable lofs 
Of fight, referv'd alive to be repeated 
The fubjedl of thir cruelty, or fcorn. 
Nor am I in the lift of them that hope ; 
Hopelefs are all my evils, all remedilefs ; 
This one prayer yet remains, might I be heard. 
No long petition, fpeedy death, 650 

The clofe of all my miferies, and the balm. 

Chor. Many are the fayings of the wife 
In antient and in modern books enroll'd ; 
Extolling Patience as the trueft fortitude ; 
And to the bearing well of all calamities. 
All chances incident to mans frail life 
Confblatories writ 
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With fhidied argurnen t, and much perfwafion fought 

Lenient of grief and anxious thought» 

But with th' afflidted in his pangs thir found 660 

Little prevails, or rather feems a tune, 

Harfh, and of diflbnant mood from his complainti 

Unlefs he feel within 

Some fourfe of confolation from above ; 

Secret refrefhings, that repair his ftrength. 

And fainting fpirits uphold. 

God of our Fathers, what is man ! 
That thou towards him with hand fo various. 
Or might I fay contrarious, 669 

Temperft thy providence through his fhort courfe, 
Not evenly, as thou ruril 

The Angelic orders and inferiour creatures mute, 
Irrational and brute. 

Nor do I name of men the common rout. 
That wandring loofe about 
Grow up and perifh, as the fummer flie. 
Heads without name no morp rememberd. 
But fuch as thou haft folemnly eledted. 
With gifts and graces eminently adorned 
To fbme great work, thy glory, 680 

And peoples fafety, which in part they efFedl : 
Yet toward thefe thus dignifi'd, thou oft 
Amidft thir highth of noon, 
Changeft thy countenance, and thy hand with no 
Of higheft favours paft [regard 

From thee on them, or them to thee of fervice. 

Nor only doft degrade them, or remit 
To life obfcur'd, which were a fair difmiftion. 
But throw'ft them lower then thou didft exalt them 
high. 
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Unfeemly j&lls in human eie. 

Too grievous for the trefpafs or omifHon, 691 

Oft leav'ft them to the hoftile fword 

Of Heathen and prophane, thir carkafTes 

To dogs and fowls a prey, or elfe captiv'd : 

Or to the unjuft tribunals, under change of times. 

And condemnation of the ingrateful multitude. 

If thefe they fcape, perhaps in poverty 

With ficknefs and difeafe thou bowr'ft them down. 

Painful difeafes and deform'd. 

In crude old age ; 700 

Though not difordinate, yet cauflefs fuffring 

The punifhment of diflblute days, in fine, 

Juft or unjuft, alike feem miferable. 

For oft alike, both come to evil end. [pion. 

So deal not with this once thy glorious Cham- 
The Image of thy ftrength, and mighty minifter. 
What do I beg ? how haft thou dealt already ? 
Behold him in this ftate calamitous, and turn 
His labours, for thou canft, to peaceful end. 

But who is this, what thing of Sea or Land ? 
Femal of fex it feems, 7 " 

That fo bedeckt, ornate, and gay. 
Comes this way failing 
Like a ftately Ship 
Of Tarfusy bound for th' Ifles 
Of yavan or Gadier 

With all her bravery on, and tackle trim. 
Sails fiU'd, and ftreamers waving. 
Courted by all the winds that hold them play. 
An Amber fent of odorous perfiime 720 

Her harbinger, a damfel train behind ; 
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Some rich Philijiian Matron (he may ieem. 
And now at nearer view, no other certain 
Than Dalila thy wife. [near mc. 

Sam. My Wife, my Traytrefs, let her not come 

Cbo. Yet on fhe moves, now ftands&eies thcc fixt, 
About t* have fpoke, but now, with head declined 
Like a fair flower furcharg^d with dew, (he weeps 
And words addreil feem into tears diflS3lv'd, 
Wetting the bord.ers of her filk'n veil : 730 

But now again fhe makes addrefs to fpeak. 

Dal. With doubtful feet and wavering refblution 
I came, flill dreading thy difpleafure, Sam/an^ 
Which to have merited, without excufe, 
I cannot but acknowledge ; yet if tears 
May expiate (though the faft more evil drew 
In the perverfe event then I forefaw) 
My penance hath not flack*n*d, though my pardon 
No way afliir*d. But conjugal aflFedtion 
Prevailing over fear, and timerous doubt 740 

Hath led me on defirous to behold 
Once more thy face, and know of thy eftate. 
If aught in my ability may ferve 
To light'n what thou fuflfer^ft, and appeaie 
Thy mind with what amends is in my power. 
Though late, yet in fbme part to recompenfe 
My rafti but more unfortunate mifdeed. 

Sam. Oxxif out Hyaena; thefe are thy wonted arts, 
And arts of every woman falfe like thee. 
To break all faith, all vows, deceive, betray, 750 
Then as repentant to fubmit, befeech. 
And reconcilement move with feign*d remorie, 
Confefs, and promife wonders in her change. 
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Not truly penitent, but chief to try 

Her hufband, how j&r urg'd his patience bears. 

His vertue or weakneis which way to aflail : 

Then with more cautious and inflrudted fkill 

Again tranigrefTes, and again fubmits ; 

That wifeft and beft men fiill oft beguiled 

With goodnefs princIpPd not to rejeft 760 

The penitent, but ever to forgive. 

Are drawn to wear out miferable days, 

EntangFd with a poyfnous bofbm fnake. 

If not by quick deftruftion fbon cut off 

As I by thee, to Ages an example. 

Dal. Yet hear me Samfon ; not that I endeavour 
To leflbn or extenuate my offence. 
But that on th* other fide if it be weigh'd 
By it felf, with aggravations not furcharg*d. 
Or elfe with juft allowance counterpoised, 770 

I may, if poflible, thy pardon find 
The eafier towards me, or thy hatred lefs. 
Firfl granting, as I do, it was a weaknefs 
In me, but incident to all our fex, 
Curiofity, inquifitive, importune 
Of fecrets, then with like infirmity 
To publifti them, both common female faults : 
Was it not weaknefs alfo to make known 
For importunity, that is for naught, 779 

Wherein confided all thy ftrength and fafety ? 
To what I did thou (hewdft me firft the way. 
But I to enemies reveal'd, and fhould not. 
Norfhouldft thouhave trufted that to womans frailty 
E*re I to thee, thou to thy felf wafl cruel. 
Let weaknefs then with weaknefs come to pari 
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So near related, or the fame of kind. 

Thine forgive mine ; that men may ccnfure thine 

The gentler, if feverely thou exad not 

More ftrength from me, then in thy felf was found.^ 

And what if Love, which thou interprct*ft hate. 

The jealoufie of Love, powerful of fway 791 

In human hearts, nor lefs in mine towards thee. 

Caused what I did ? I faw thee mutable 

Of fancy, feard lefl one day thou wouldfl leave me 

As her at Timna^ fought by all means therefore 

How to endear, and hold thee to me firmefl : 

No better way I faw then by importuning 

To learn thy fecrets, get into my power 

Thy key of fh-ength and fafety : thou wilt fiiy. 

Why then revealed ? I was aflur*d by thofe 800 

Who tempted me, that nothing was defign'd 

Againfl thee but fafe cuflody, and hold : 

That made for me, I knew that liberty 

Would draw thee forth to perilous enterprifes. 

While I at home fate full of cares and fears 

Wailing thy abfence in my widow'd bed ; 

Here I fhould flill enjoy thee day and night 

Mine and Loves prifoner, not the Philijiines^ 

Whole to my felf, unhazarded abroad, 

Fearlefs at home of partners in my love. 810 

Thefe reafons in Loves law have pafl for good. 

Though fond and reafbnlefs to fbme perhaps ; 

And Love hath oft, well meaning, wrought much woi 

Yet always pity or pardon hath obtained. 

Be not unlike all others, not auflere 

As thou art flrong, inflexible as fleel. 

If thou in flrength all mortals dofl exceed. 
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In uncompafHonate anger do not fb. 

Sam. How cunningly the forcerefs difplays 
Her own tranfgrcflions, to upbraid me mine ? 820 
That malice not repentance brought thee hither. 
By this appears : I gave, thou fay'fl, th' example, 
I led the way ; bitter reproach, but true, 
I to my felf was falfe e're thou to me. 
Such pardon therefore as I give my folly. 
Take to thy wicked deed : which when thou feeft 
Impartial, felf-fevere, inexorable. 
Thou wilt renounce thy feeking, and much rather 
Confefs it feigned, weaknefs is thy excufe. 
And I believe it, weaknefs to refift 830 

Pbilijiian gold : if weaknefs may excufe. 
What Murtherer, what Traytor, Parricide, 
Inceftuous, Sacrilegious, but may plead it ? 
All wickednefs is weaknefs : that plea therefore 
With God or Man will gain thee no remiffion. 
But Love conftrain'd thee ; call it furious rage 
To &tisfie thy luft : Love feeks to have Love ; 
My love how couldft thou hope, who tookft the way 
To raiie in me inexpiable hate. 
Knowing, as needs I mufl, by thee betrayed ? 840 
In vain thou ftriv'ft to cover ihame with fhame. 
Or by evafions thy crime uncover ft more. 

DaL Since thou determinft weaknefs for no plea 
In man or woman, though to thy own condemning. 
Hear what ailaults I had, what fnares befides. 
What fieges girt me round, e*re I confented ; 
Which might have aw*d the beft refblv*d of men. 
The conflanteft to have yielded without blame. 
It was not gold, as to my charge thou lay' ft, 

I D 



34 SAMSON AGONISTES. 

That wrought with me : thou know*ft the Ma- 

giftrates «S^ 

And Princes of my countrey came in perfbn» 
Sollicited, commanded, threatnM, urg'd. 
Adjured by all the bonds of civil Duty 
And of Religion, prefs'd how juft it was. 
How honourable, how glorious to entrap 
A common enemy, who had deftroy'd 
Such numbers of our Nation : and the Pricft 
Was not behind, but ever at my ear. 
Preaching how meritorious with the gods 
It would be to enfhare an irreligious «fo 

Difhonourer of Dagon : what had I 
To oppofe againfl fuch powerful arguments ? 
Only my love of thee held long debate ; 
And combated in filence all thefe reafons 
With hard conteft : at length that grounded maxini 
So rife and celebrated in the mouths 
Of wifeft men ; that to the public good 
Private refpedts muft yield ; with grave authority 
Took full pofleflion of me and prevailed ; 869 

Vertue, as I thought, truth, duty fo enjoyning. 

Sam. I thought where all thy circling wileswould 
In feign*d Religion, finooth hypocrifie. [end; 
But had thy love, ftill odioufly pretended. 
Bin, as it ought, fincere, it would have taught thee 
Far other reafbnings, brought forth other deeds. 
I before all the daughters of my Tribe 
And of my Nation chofe thee from among 
My enemies, lov'd thee, as too well thou kneVfl:, 
Too well, unbofom'd all my fecrets to thee. 
Not out of levity, but over-powr*d 880 
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By thy requefl, who could deny thee nothing ; 
Yet now am judged an enemy. Why then 
Didft thou at firft receive me for thy hulband ? 
Then, as fincc then, thy countries foe profeft : 
Being once a wife, for me thou waft to leave 
Parents and countrey ; nor was I their fubjeft. 
Nor under their protedtion but my own. 
Thou mine, not theirs : if aught againft my life 
Thy countrey fought of thee, it fought unjuftly, 
Againft the law of nature, law of nations, 890 

No more thy countrey, but an impious crew 
Of men confpiring to uphold thir ftate 
By worfe then hoflile deeds, violating the ends 
For which our countrey is a name fo dear ; 
Not therefore to be obey'd. But zeal mov*d thee; 
To pleafe thy gods thou didft it ; gods unable 
To acquit themfelves and profecute their foes 
But by ungodly deeds, the contradidlion 
Of their own deity, Gods cannot be : 899 

Lefs therefore to be pleased, obeyed, or feared, 
Thcfe falfe pretexts and varnifti'd colours failing. 
Bare in thy guilt how foul muft thou appear ? 

Dal. In argument with men a woman ever 
Goes by the worfe, whatever be her caufe. 

Sam. For want of words no doubt, or lack of 
breath, 
Witnefs when I was worried with thy peals. 

Dal. I was a fool, too rafti, and quite miftaken 
In what I thought would have fucceeded beft. 
Let me obtain forgivenefs of thee, Samfotiy 
Afford me place to ftiew what recompencc 910 
Towards thee I intend for what I have mifdone. 
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Mifguided ; only what remains pad cure 

Bear not too fenfibly, nor ftill iniift 

To afflidl thy felf In vain : though fight be loft» 

Life yet hath many fblaces» enjo/d 

Where other fenfes want not their delights 

At home in leifure and domeftic eafe. 

Exempt from many a care and chance to which 

Eye-fight expofes daily men abroad. 

I to the Lords will intercede» not doubting 920 

Thir favourable ear» that I may fetch thee 

From forth this loathfom prifon-houfe» to abide 

With me» where my redoubled love and care 

With nurfing diligence» to me glad office^ 

May ever tend about thee to old age 

With all things grateful chear'd, and fb fuppli'd» 

That what by me thou hafl lofl thou leafl fhalt miik 

Sam. No» no» of my condition take no care ; 
It fits not ; thou and I long fince are twain ; 
Nor think me (o unwary or accurfl 950 

To bring my feet again into the fnare 
Where once I have been caught ; I know thy trains 
Though dearly to my cofl» thy ginns» and toyls ; 
Thy fair enchanted cup» and warbling charms 
No more on me have power» their force is nuU'd, 
So much of Adders wifdom I have leara't 
To fence my ear againfl thy forceries. 
If in my flower of youth and flrength» when all men 
Lov'd» honour'4#fear'dme» thou alone could hate me 
Thy Hufband» flight me» fell me» and forgo me ; 
How wouldfl thou ufe me now» blind» and thereby 
Deceiveable» in mofl things as a child 
Helplefs» thence eafily contemn'd» and fcom'd» 
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And laft neglefted ? How wouldft thou infult 
When I mufl live uxorious to thy will 
In perfet thraldom, how again betray me. 
Bearing my words and doings to the Lords 
To glofs upon, and cenfuring, frown or imile ? 
This Gaol I count the houfe of Liberty 949 

To thine whofc doors my feet fhall never enter. 

Dal. Let meapproach atleaft, and touch thy hand. 

Sam. Not for thy life, left fierce remembrance 
My fudden rage to tear thee joint by joint, [wake 
At diftance I forgive thee, go with that ; 
Bewail thy fiilfhood, and the pious works 
It hath brought forth to make thee memorable 
Among illuftrious women, faithful wives : 
Cherifh thy haft'n'd widowhood with the gold 
Of Matrimonial treafon : fo fareweL 

Dal. I fee thou art implacable, more deaf 960 
To prayers, then winds and feas, yet winds to feas 
Are reconciled at length, and Sea to Shore : 
Thy anger, unappealable, ftiU rages. 
Eternal tempeft never to be calm'd. 
Why do I humble thus my felf, and fuing 
For peace, reap nothing but repulfe and hate ? 
Bid go with evil omen and the brand 
Of infamy upon my name denounc't ? 
To mix with thy concernments I defift 
Henceforth, nor too much difapprove my own. 
Fame if not double-fac't is double-mouth'd, 971 
And with contrary blaft proclaims moft deeds. 
On both his wings, one black, th* other white. 
Bears greateft names in his wild aerie flight. 
My name perhaps among the Circumcis'd 
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In Dan^ in Judah^ and the bordering Tribes, 

To all poflerity may fband defam'd. 

With malediiftion mendon'd, and the blot 

Of fal(hood moil unconjugal traduc't. 

But in my countrey where I moil defire, 980 

In Ecron, Gaza, AJdod, and in Goth 

I fhall be nam'd among the famoufeft 

Of Women, fung at iblemn feftivals. 

Living and dead recorded, who to fave 

Her countrey from a fierce deftroyer, chofe 

Above the faith of wedlock-bands, my tomb 

With odours viiited and annual flowers. 

Not lefs renown'd then in Mount Efhraim, 

yae/, who with inhofpitable guile 

Smote Styera fleeping through the Temples nailM. 

Nor fhall I count it hainous to enjoy 991 

The public marks of honour and reward 

Conferred upon me, for the piety 

Which to my countrey I was judged to have fhewn- 

At this who ever envies or repines 

I leave him to his lot, and like my own. 

C/ior. She's gone, a manifeft Serpent by her fting 
Difcover'd in the end, till now conceal'd. 

Sam. So let her go, God fent her to debafe me. 
And aggravate my folly who committed 1000 

To fuch a viper his moft facred truft 
Of fecrefie, my fafety, and my life. 

CAor. Yet beauty, though injurious, hath flrange 
After offence returning, to regain [power, 

Love once pofTefl, nor can be eafily 
Repuls't, without much inward paflion felt 
And fecret fling of amorous remorfe. 
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Sam. Love-quarrels oft in pleafing concord end. 
Not wedlock-trechery endangering life. 1009 

Cho. It is not vertue, wifdom, valour, wit. 
Strength, comlinefs of fhape, or ampleft merit 
That womans love can win or long inherit ; 
But what it is, hard is to fay, 
Harder to hit, 

(Which way foever men refer it) 
Much like thy riddle, Samforiy in one day 
Or feven, though one fhould mufing fit ; 

If any of thefe or all, the Timnian bride 
Had not (o foon preferred 

rhy Paranymph, worthlefs to thee compared, 1020 
Succeflbur in thy bed. 
Nor both fo loofly difally'd 
rhir nuptials, nor this laft fo trecheroufly 
Had fhorn the fatal harveft of thy head, 
[s it for that fuch outward ornament 
Was lavifli't on thir Sex, that inward gifts 
Were left for haft unfinifli't, judgment fcant, 
I^apacity not rais'd to apprehend 
3r value what is beft 

[n choice, but ofteft to affedt the wrong ? 1030 
Dr was too much of felf-love mixt, 
Df conftancy no root infixt. 
That either they love nothing, or not long ? 

What e're it be, to wifeft men and beft 
Jeeming at firft all heavenly under virgin veil, 
Joft, modeft, meek, demure, 
)nce join'd, the contrary fhe proves, a thorn 
nteftin, far within defenfive arms 
^ cleaving mifchief, in his way to vertue 
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Adverfe and turbulent, or by her charms 1040 

Draws him awry enflav*d 

With dotage, and his fenfe depraved 

To folly and fhameful deeds which ruin ends. 

What Pilot (o expert but needs muft wreck 

Embarqu'd with fuch a Stears-mate at the Helm ? 

Favour'd of Heav'n who finds 
One vertuous rarely found. 
That in domeflic good combines : 
Happy that houfe ! his way to peace is (mooth: 
But vertue which breaks through all oppofition. 
And all temptation can remove, 1051 

Moft fhines and moil is acceptable above. 

Therefore Gods univerfal Law 
Gave to the man defpotic power 
Over his female in due awe. 
Nor from that right to part an hour. 
Smile fhe or lowre : 
So (hall he leaft confufion draw 
On his whole life, not fway'd 
By female ufurpation, nor difmay'd. 1060 

But had we beft retire, I fee a ftorm ? 

Sam. Fair days have oft contra<5ted wind and rain. 

Chor. But this another kind of tempeft brings. 

Sam. Be lefs abftrufe, my riddling days are paft. 

Chor. Look now for no inchanting voice, nor fear 
The bait of honied words ; a rougher tongue 
Draws hitherward, I know him by his fbide. 
The Giant Harapha of Gath^ his look 
Haughty as is his pile high-built and proud. 
Comes he i n peace ? what wind hath blown him hither 
I lefs conjecture then when firft I faw 1071 
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''he fumptuous Dalila floating this way : 
lis habit carries peace, his brow defiance. 

Sam. Or peace or not, alike to me he comes. 

Char. His fraught we foon fliall know, he now 
arrives. 

Har. I come not Samfon^ to condole thy chance, 
is thefe perhaps, yet wifh it had not been, 
[''hough for no friendly intent. I am of Gath^ 
4en call me Harapha^ of flock renowned 
Ls Og or Anak and the Emims old 1080 

That Kiriathaim held, thou knowfl me now 
f thou at all art known. Much I have heard 
)f thy prodigious might and feats performed 
ncredible to me, in this difpleas'd. 
That I was never prefent on the place 
)f thofe encounters, where we might have tri'd 
Dach others force in camp or lifled field : 
^nd now am come to fee of whom fuch noife 
lath walk'd about, and each limb to furvey, 
f thy appearance anfwer loud report. 1090 

Sam. The way to know were not to fee but tafle. 

Har. Dofl thou already fingle me ; I thought 
5ives and the Mill had tam'd thee? O that fortune 
iad brought me to the field where thou art fam'd 
To have wrought fuch wonders with an Afles Jaw ; 

fhould have forc'd thee foon wifh other arms, 
Dr left thy carkafs where the Afs lay thrown : 
5o had the glory of Prowefs been recovered 
To Palejiine^ won by a Philijline 1099 

?rom the unforefkinn'd race, of whom thou bear'fl 
The highefl name for valiant A<fts, that honour 
[Certain to have won by mortal duel from thee. 
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I lofe, prevented by thy eyes put out. [but do 

Sam. Boaft not of what thou wouldft have done, 
What then thou wrould'ft, thou feeft it in thy hand. 

Hot. To combat with a blind man I diiilain. 
And thou haft need much wa(hing to be toucht. 

Sam. Such ufage as your honourable Lords 
Afford me afiaffinated and betray'd. 
Who durft not with thir whole united powers 
In fight withftand me fingle and unarm'dy im 
Nor in the houfe with chamber Ambufhes 
Clofe-banded durft attaque me, no not fleeping, 
Till they had hir'd a woman with their gold 
Breaking her Marriage Faith to circumvent me. 
Therefore without feign'd fliifts let be aftign'd 
Some narrow place enclos'd, where fight may give 

thee. 
Or rather flight, no great advantage on me ; 
Then put on all thy gorgeous arms, thy Helmet 
And Brigandine of brafs, thy broad Habergeon, 
Vant-brafs and Greves, and Gauntlet, add thy Spear 
A Weavers beam, and feven- times-folded (hield, 
I only with an Oak'n ftaff will meet thee. 
And raife fuch out-cries on thy clattered Iron, 
Which long fhall not with-hold mee from thy head. 
That in a little time while breath remains thee. 
Thou oft fhalt wifh thy felf at Gath to boaft 
Again in fafety what thou wouldft have done 
To SamfoTiy but fhalt never fee Gath more. 1129 

Har. Thou durft not thus difparage glorious arms 
Which greateft Heroes have in battel worn, 
Thir ornament and fafety, had not fpells 
And black enchantments, fpme Magicians Art 
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Arm'd thee or charm'd thee ftrong, which thou 

from Heaven 
Feigndft at thy birth was giv'n thee in thy hair. 
Where ftrength can leaft abide, though all thy hairs 
Were bridles rang'd like thofe that ridge the back 
Of chaf 't wild Boars, or ruffl'd Porcupines. 

Sam. I know no Spells, ufe no forbidden Arts ; 
My truft is in the living God who gave me 1140 
At my Nativity this ftrength, diffused 
No lefs through all my finews, joints and bones. 
Then thine, while I preferv'd thefe locks unfhorn. 
The pledge of my unviolated vow. 
For proof hereof, if Dagon be thy god. 
Go to his Temple, invocate his aid 
With folenlneft devotion, fpread before him 
How highly it concerns his glory now 
To fruftrate and diflblve thefe Magic fpells. 
Which I to be the power oi IfraePs God 11 50 

Avow, and challenge Dagon to the teft. 
Offering to combat thee his Champion bold. 
With th' utmoft of his Godhead feconded : 
Then thou fhalt fee, or rather to thy forrow 
Soon feel, whofe God is ftrongeft, thine or mine. 

Har. Prefume not on thy God, what e're he be. 
Thee he regards not, owns not, hath cut off 
Quite from his people, and delivered up 
Into thy Enemies hand, permitted them 
To put out both thine eyes, and fetter'd fend thee 
Into the common Prifon, there to grind 1161 

Among the Slaves and Afles thy comrades. 
As good for nothing elfe, no better fervice 
With thofe thy boyft'rous locks, no worthy match 
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For valour to aiTail, nor by the (word 
Of noble Warriour, fb to ilain his honour. 
But by the Barbers razor beft fubdu'd. 

Sam. All thefe indignities, for fuch they are 
From thine, thefe evils I deferve and more. 
Acknowledge them from God inflided on me 
Juflly, yet defpair not of his final pardon 1171 
Whofe ear is ever open ; and his eye 
Gracious to re-admit the fuppliant ; 
In confidence whereof I once again 
Defie thee to the trial of mortal fight. 
By combat to decide whofe god is God, 
Thine or whom I with IfraeVs Sons adore. 

Har. Fair honour that thou doft thy God, in 
He will accept thee to defend his caufe, [trufting 
A Murtherer, a Revolter, and a Robber. 1180 

Sam. Tongue-doubtie Giant, how doft thou 
prove me thefe ? 

Har. Is not thy Nation fubjedl to our Lords ? 
Thir Magiftrates confeft it, when they took thee 
As a League-breaker and delivered bound 
Into our hands : for hadft thou not committed 
Notorious murder on thofe thirty men 
At AJkalon^ who never did thee harm. 
Then like a Robber ftripdft them of thir robes ? 
The Philijiinesy when thou hadft broke the league. 
Went up with armed powers thee only feeking. 
To others did no violence nor fpoil. 1191 

Sam. Among the Daughters of the PhiliJHnes 
I chofe a Wife, which argu*d me no foe ; 
And in your City held my Nuptial Feaft : 
But your ill-meaning Politician Lords, 
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Tndcr pretence of Bridal friends and guefls, 

.ppointed to await me thirty fpies» 

l^ho threatning cruel death conftrain'd the bride 

o wring from me and tell to them my fecret, 
'hat folv*d the riddle which I had proposed. 1200 
^hcn I perceived all fet on enmity, 
lS on my enemies, where ever chanc'd, 

us'd hoftility, and took thir fpoil 

'o pay my underminers in thir coin. 

ly Nation was fubje<5ted to your Lords. 

t was the force of Conqueft ; force with force 

5 well ejedled when the Conquered can. 

tut I a private perfon, whom my Countrey 

LS a league-breaker gave up bound, prefum'd 

ingle Rebellion and did Hoflile A£ts. 1210 

was no private but a perfon rais'd 
Vith ftrength fufficient and command from Heav'n 
■'o free my Countrey ; if their fervile minds 
4c their Deliverer fent would not receive, 
lut to thir Mafters gave me up for nought, 
rh' unworthier they; whence to this day they fcrve. 

was to do my part from Heav'n aflign*d, 
Lnd had performed it if my known oflFence 
lad not difabl'd me, not all your force : 
rhcfe fhifts refuted, anfwer thy appellant 1220 
Though by his blindnefs maim'd for high attempts, 
Vho now defies thee thrice to jfingle fight, 
Ls a petty enterprife of fmall enforce. 

Har. With thee a Man condemned, a Slave enroFd, 
)ue by the Law to capital puniflimcnt ? 
To fight with thee no man of arms will deign. 
Sam. Cam'ft thou for this, vain boafter, to fur- 
vey me. 



1 
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To defcant on my ftrength, and give thy verdit ? 
Come nearer, part not hence (o flight informed ; 
But take good heed my hand furvey not thee. 

Har. O Baal-zebub ! can my ears unus'd 
Hear thefe difhonours, and not render death ? 

Sam. No man with-holds thee, nothing from thy 
Fear I incurable ; bring up thy van, [hand 

My heels are fetter'd, but my lift is free. 

Har. This infolence other kind of anfwer fits. 

Sam. Go baffl'd coward, left I run upon thee. 
Though in thefe chains, bulk without fpirit vaft. 
And with one buffet lay thy ftru£hire low, 1239 
Or fwing thee in the Air, then dafli thee down 
To the hazard of thy brains and fhatter'd fides. 

Har. By AJlaroth e're long thou ihalt lament 
Thefe braveries in Irons loaden on thee. 

Chor. His Giantfhip is gone fomewhat crcft- 
Stalking with lefs unconfci'nable ftrides, [fall'n. 
And lower looks, but in a fultrie chafe. 

Sam. I dread him not, nor all his Giant-brood, 
Though Fame divulge him Father of five Sons 
All of Gigantic fize, Goliah chief. 

Chor. He will directly to the Lords, I fear. 
And with malitious counfel ftir them up 1x51 

Some way or other yet further to affliift thee. 

Sam . He mu ft allege fome caufe, and ofifer'd fight 
Will not dare mention, left a queftion rife 
Whether he durft accept the oflier or not. 
And that he durft not plain enough appeared. 
Much more affliftion then already felt 
They cannot well impofe, nor I fuftain ; 
If they intend advantage of my labours 
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The work of many hands, which earns my keeping 
With no fmall profit daily to my owners. 1161 
But come what will, my deadlieft foe will prove 
My fpeedieft fiiend, by death to rid me hence. 
The worft that he can give, to me the heft. 
Yet fo it may &I1 out, becaufe thir end 
Is hate, not help to me, it may with mine 
Draw thir own ruin who attempt the deed. 

Chor. Oh how comely it is and how reviving 
To the Spirits of juft men long oppreft I 
When God into the hands of thir deliverer 1170 
Puts invincible might 

To quell the mighty of the Earth, th' oppreffour. 
The brute and boift'rous force of violent men 
Hardy and induftrious to fupport 
Tyrannic power, but raging to purfue 
The righteous and all fuch as honour Truth ; 
He all thir Ammunition 
And feats of War defeats 
With plain Heroic magnitude of mind 
And celeiHal vigour arm'd, 1180 

Thir Armories and Magazins contemns, 
Renders them ufelefs, while 
With winged expedition 
Swift as the lightning glance he executes 
His errand on the wicked, who furpris'd 
Lofe thir defence diftrafted and amaz'd. 

But patience is more oft the exercife 
Of Saints, the trial of thir fortitude. 
Making them each his own Deliverer, 
And Viftor over all 1190 

That tyrannic or fortune can infliifl. 
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Either of thefe is in thy lot, 

SamfoTiy with might endu'd 

Above the Sons of men ; but fight bcreav'd 

May chance to number thee with thoie 

Whom Patience finally muft crown. 

This Idols day hath bin to thee no day of reft. 

Labouring thy mind 
More then the working day thy hands» 
And yet perhaps more trouble is behind. 1300 

For I defcry this way 
Some other tending, in his hand 
A Scepter or quaint ftaflf he bears. 
Comes on amain, fpeed in his look. 
By his habit I difcern him now 
A Public Officer, and now at hand. 
His mefiage will be (hort and voluble. 

Off. 'Ebrewsy the Prisoner Samfon here I feek. 

Chor. His manacles remark him, there he fits. 

Off. Samforiy to thee our Lords thus bid me lay; 
This day to Dagon is a folemn Feaft, 13" 

With Sacrifices, Triumph, Pomp, and Games ; 
Thy ftrength they know furpafllng human rate. 
And now fbme public proof thereof require 
To honour this great Feaft, and great Afifembly ; 
Rife therefore with all fpeed and come along. 
Where I will fee thee heartn*d and frefli clad 
To appear as fits before th' illuftrious Lords. 

Sam. Thou knowft I am an Eirew, therefore 
tell them. 
Our Law forbids at thir Religious Rites 1320 

My prefence ; for that caufe I cannot come. 

Off. This anfwcr, be aflfur'd, will not contcntthcm. 
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Sam. Have they not Sword-players, and ev'ry fort 
Of Gymnic Artifts, Wreftlers, Riders, Runners, 
Juglers and Dancers, Antics, Mummers, Mimics, 
But they muft pick me out with fhackles tir'd, 
And over-labour*d at thir publick Mill, 
To make them Ijwrt with blind a<5tivity P 
Do they not ieek occaiion of new quarrels 
On my refufiil to diftrels me more, J330 

Or make a game of my calamities f 
Return the way thou cam'H:, I will not come. 

Off. Regard thy fclf, this will oifcnd them highly. 

Sam. My&lfP my confcience and internal peace. 
Can they think me lo broken, fo debas'd 
With corporal fervitude, that my mind ever 
Will condefcend to fuch abfurd commands ? 
A.lthough thir drudge, to be thir fi>ol or jefter, 
And in my midft of forrow and heart-grief 
To Ihew them feats, and play before thir god, 
rhe worft of all indignities, yet on me 1341 

Joyn'd with extream contempt ? I will not come. 

Off. My mel&ge was impos'd on mc with Ipeed, 
Brooks no delay : is this thy refolution ? 

Sam. So take itwith whatfpeed thy meHage needs. 

Off. I am forry what this ftoutnels will produce. 

Sa. Perhapsthouihalthavecaufetoforrowindeed. 

Chor. Conlider, Sam/on; matters now are Arain'd 
Up to the highth, whether to hold or break ; 
He's gone, and who knows how he may report 
rhy words by adding fuel to the flame? 13s' 

Sxpe£t another mei&ge more imperious. 
More Lordly thund'ring then thou well wilt bear. 

Sam. Shall I abufe this Confecrated gift 
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Of ttrcrigth, agaia l eora^ 

After niT great tnnigrcffian, fi> icqiiite 

Famor raicvr'd, and add a gicam fin 

Bt pioflitudi ^ hohr dungs to Idols; 

A Sazarke in j4acc abomiuhle 1559 

Vannring my Armgdi in honour to thir Digm ? 

Bc6dcs, how lilc, axitcmpdblcy ridicnlons» 

What a& nxxr cxcciabhr nnrlranj pfO[dbane ? 

Cher . Yet with this ifacngth tfaoa icnr'ft the Fhi- 
Idoktrons, uncircamcis'd, nnclran, [ijlKaKi» 

Sam. Not in thir Idol-worihip, hot fay hboor 
Honeft and lawful to defcrrc n^ food 
Of thole who have me in thir civil power, [file not. 
Chsr. Wliere the heart joins not, ontwaid ads de- 
Sam. Where outward force ccmffaains» the fen- 
tence holds 1369 

But who conibains me to die Temple of lyagam^ 
Not dragging r the Philifiian Lords command. 
Commands are no confbaints. If I obey diem, 
I do it fi-eely ; venturing to difpleaie 
God for the fear of Man, and Man prefer. 
Set God behind : which in his jealoufie 
Shall never, unrepented, find fbrgivenefs. 
Yet that he may difpenie with me or thee 
Prefent in Temples at Idolatrous Rites 
For ibme important caufe, thou needfl not doubt. 
Chor. Howthou wilt here comeofffurmountsmy 
Sam. Be of good courage, I begin to feel [reach. 
Some rouzing motions in me which diipofe 
To fomething extraordinary my thoughts. 
I with this Meflcnger will go along. 
Nothing to do, be fure, that may dishonour 
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Our Law, or flain my vow of Nazarite. 

If there be aught of pre&ge in the mind. 

This day will be remarkable in my life 

By fome great ad, or of my days the laft. 1 389 

Chor. In time thou haft refolv'd, the man returns. 

Off. SamfoHj this fecond meilage from our Lords 
To thee I am bid fay. Art thou our Slave, 
Our Captive, at the public Mill our drudge. 
And dar^ft thou at our fending and command 
Diipute thy coming ? come without delay ; 
Or we fhall find fuch Engines to aflail 
And hamper thee, as thou (halt come of force. 
Though thou wert firmlier faftn'd then a rock. 

Sam. I could be well content to try thir Art, 
Which to no few of them would prove pernicious. 
Yet knowing thir advantages too many, 1401 

Becaufe they fhall not trail me through thir flxeets 
Like a wild Beaft, I am content to go. 
Mafters commands come with a power refiftlefs 
To fuch as owe them abfolute fubjedlion ; 
And for a life who will not change his purpofe ? 
(So mutable are all the ways of men) 
Yet this be fure, in nothing to comply 
Scandalous or forbidden in our Law. 1409 

Off. I praife thy refolution, doflf thefe links : 
By this compliance thou wilt win the Lords 
To favour, and perhaps to fet thee free. 

Sam. Brethren farewel, your company along 
I will not wifh, left it perhaps offend them 
To fee me girt with Friends ; and how the fight 
Of me as of a common Enemy, 
So dreaded once, may now exafperate them 
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I know not. Lords are Lordlieft in thir wine ; 
And the well-feafted Prieft then fooneft fir'd 
With zeal, if aught Religion feem concem'd : 14» 
No lefs the people on thir Holy-days 
Impetuous, infblent, unquenchable ; 
Happ'n what may, of me expeft to hear 
Nothing difhonourable, impure, unworthy 
Our Grod, our Law, my Nation, or my felf. 
The laft of me or no I cannot warrant. 

Chor. Go, and the Holy One 
Of IJrael be thy guide 

To what may ferve his glory beft, & fpread his name 
Great among the Heathen round : 1430 

Send thee the Angel of thy Birth, to ftand 
Faft by thy fide, who from thy Fathers field 
Rode up in flames after his mefiage told 
Of thy conception, and be now a fliield 
Of fire ; that Spirit that firft rufht on thee 
In the Camp of Dan 
Be efiicacious in thee now at need. 
For never was from Heaven imparted 
Meafure of ftrength fo great to mortal feed. 
As in thy wond'rous actions hath been feen. 1440 
But wherefore comes old Mama in fuch haft 
With youthfiil fteps ? much livelier then e*re while 
He feems : fuppofing here to find his Son, 
Or of him bringing to us fome glad news ? 

Man. Peace with you brethren ; my inducement 
Was not at prefent here to find my Son, [hither 
By order of the Lords new parted hence 
To come and play before them at thir Feaft. 
I heard all as I came, the City rings 
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And numbers thither flock, I had no will, 1450 
Left I fiiould fee him forc't to things unfeemly. 
But that which mov'd my coming now, was chiefly 
To give ye part with me what hope I have 
With good fuccefs to work his liberty. 

Chor. Thathopcwouldmuchrejoyceustopartakc 
With thee ; iay reverend Sire, we thiril to hear. 

Man. I have attempted one by one the Lords 
Either at home, or through the high ilreet palling. 
With fupplication prone and Fathers tears 1459 
To accept of ranfom for my Son thir pris'ner. 
Some much averfe I found and wondrous harih. 
Contemptuous, proud, fct on revenge and fpite ; 
That part moft revcrenc'd Dago» and his Priefts, 
Others more moderate fceming, but thir aim 
Private reward, for which both God and State 
They eafily would fct to fale, a third 
More generous far and civil, who confeis'd 
They had anough reveng'd, having reduc't 
Thir foe to miiery beneath thir fears. 
The reft was magnanimity to remit, 1470 

If ibmc convenient ranfom were propos'd. 
What noife or Ihout was that? it tore the Skie. 

C^r. Doubtlefs the people fhouting to behold 
Thir once great dread, captive, & blind before them. 
Or at Ibmc. proof of ftrcngth before them ihown. 

Man. His ranfom, if my whole inheritance 
May compafs it, ihall willingly be paid 
And numberd down : much rather I fhall chufe 
To live the pooreft in my Tribe, then richeft. 
And he in that calamitous priibn left. 1480 

No, I am fixt not to part hence without him. 
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For his redemption all my Patrimony, 

If need be, I am ready to forgo 

And quit : not wanting him, I fhall want nothing. 

Chor. Fathers are wont to lay up for thir Sons, 
Thou for thy Son art bent to lay out all ; 
Sons wont to nurie thir Parents in old age. 
Thou in old age car'ft how to nurie thy Son. 
Made older then thy age through eye-fight loft. 

Man. It fhall be my delight to tend his eyes. 
And view him fitting in the houfe, enobFd 1491 
With all thofe high exploits by him atchiev'd. 
And on his fiioulders waving down thoie locks. 
That of a Nation arm'd the ftrength contained : 
And I perfwade me God had not permitted 
His flxength again to grow up with his hair 
Garrifon'd round about him like a Camp 
Of faithful Souldiery, were not his purpoie 
To ufe him further yet in fome great fcrvice. 
Not to fit idle with fo great a gift 1500 

Ufelefs, and thence ridiculous about him. 
And fince his ftrength with eye-fight was not loft, 
God will reftore him eye-fight to his ftrength. 

Chor. Thy hopes are not ill foundednor feemvain 
Of his delivery, and thy joy thereon 
Conceived, agreeable to a Fathers love. 
In both which we, as next participate. [noife ! 

Man. I know your fi-iendly minds and — O what 
Mercy of Heav'n what hideous noife vras that ! 
Horribly loud unlike the former fiiout. 15 10 

Chor. Noife call you it or univerfal groan 
As if the whole inhabitation perifli'd. 
Blood, death, and deathftil deeds are in that noiie. 
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Ruin, deftruAion at the utmoA point. 

Man. Ofruinindeedmethoughtlheardthenoiie, 
Oh it continues, they have ilain my Son. 

Chor. Thy Son is rather flaying them, that outcry 
From flaughter of one foe could not afcend. 

Man. Some difmal accident it needs muil be ; 
What ihall we do, ftay here or run and fee F 1520 

Cho. Befl: keep together here, left running thither 
We unawares run into dangers mouth. 
This evil on the Philijiines is fall'n. 
From whom could elfe a general cry be heard ? 
The fufierers then will fcarce moleil ik here. 
From other hands we need not much to fear. 
What if his eye-fight (for to IJraels God 
Nothing is hard) by miracle reftor'd. 
He now be dealing dole among his foes. 
And over heaps of flaughter'd walk his way ? 1530 

Man. Thatwerea joy prefumptuous to be thought. 

Chor. Yet God hath wrought things as incredible 
For his people of old ; what hinders now ? 

Man. He can I know, but doubt to think he will; 
Yet Hope would &in fubicribe, and tempts Belief. 
A little ftay will bring fome notice hither, 

Chor. Of good or bad fo great, of bad the Iboner; 
For cv;l news rides port, while good news baits. 
And to our wifli I lee one hither fpeeding. 
An Ebrewt as I gucls, and of our Tribe. ij+o 

Mejf. O whither fliall I run, or which way flic 
The fight of this lb horrid fpedtacle 
Which earft my eyes beheld and yet behold ; 
For dire imagination ftill perfues me. 
But providence or inftin^ of nature feems. 
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Or reaibn though diihirb'd, and fcarfc confulted 
To have guided me aright, I know not how. 
To thee firft reverend Manoa, and to thefe 
My Countreymen, whom here 1 knew remainiag. 
As at Tome diftance from the place of horrour. 
So in the lad event too much concem'd. 15S1 

Man. The accident was loud, & here before thee 
With rueful cry, yet what it was we hear not. 
No Preface needs, thou feeft we long to know. 

Me^. It would buril forth, but I recover breath 
And fenle diftraft, to know well what I utter. 

Man. Tell us the fum, the circumftance defor. 

Me^. Gaza yet Aands, but all her Sons are £ill'n. 
All in a moment overwhelm'd and foll'n. 

Man. Sad,butthouknowftto^tf<'/«^wnot^deft 
The defolation of a Hoftile City. 1561 

Me^. Feed on that firft, there may ingriefbc furfot. 

Man. Relate by whom. Mejl By Samjon. 
Man. That ftill Icflens 
The forrow, and converts it nigh to joy. 

Mejf. Ah Manoa I refrain, too fuddenly 
To utter what will come at laft too foon ; 
Left evil tidings with too rude irruption 
Hitting thy aged ear fhould pierce too deep. 

Man. Sufpenie in news istorture, ipeak them out. 

Meff". Then take the worft in brief, iSd^^nisdead. 

Man. The worft indeed, O all my hope's defeated 
To free him hence ! but death who lets all free 
Hath paid his ranlbm now and full difcharge. 
What windy joy this day had I conceiv'd 
Hopeful of his Delivery, which now proves 
Abortive as the firfl-bom bloom of fpring 
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Nipt with the lagging rear of winters froft. 
Yet e're I give the rains to grief, fay firft. 
How dy'd he ? death to life is crown or fhame. 
All by him fell thou fey'ft, by whom fell he. 
What glorious hand gave Sam/on his deaths wound? 

Mef. Unwounded of his enemies he fell, [plain. 

Man. Wearied with flaughter then or how? ex- 

Mejf. By his own hands. Man. Self-violence? 
what cauie 
Brought him fo foon at variance with himfelf 
Among his foes ? Mejf. Inevitable caufe 
At once both to deftroy and be deftroy'd ; 
The Edifice where all were met to fee him 
Upon thir heads and on his own he pull'd. 

Man. O laftly over-ftrong againft thy fclf ! 1590 
A dreadful way thou took'ft to thy revenge. 
More then anough we know ; but while things yet 
Are in confufion, give us if thou canft, 
Eye-witnefs of what firft or laft was done. 
Relation more particular and diftindt. 

MeJf. Occafions drew me early to this City, 
And as the gates I enter'd with Sun-rife, 
The morning Trumpets Feftival proclaimed 
Through each high ftreet : little I had difpatch't 
When all abroad was rumoured that this day 1600 
Samfan fhould be brought forth to fhew the people 
Proof of his mighty ftrength in feats and games ; 
I forrow^d at his captive ftate, but minded 
Not to be abfent at that fpedacle. 
The building was a ipacious Theatre 
Half round on two main Pillars vaulted high. 
With feats where all the Lords and each degree 
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Of fort, might fit in order to behold» 
The other fide was op'n, where the throng 
On banks and icaffolds under Skie might fland ; 
I among thefe aloof obfcurely flood. 
The Feafl and noon grew high, and Sacrifice 
Hadfiird thir hearts with mirth, high chear,&wine, 
When to thir fports they turn'd. Immediate^ 
Was Sam/on as a public fervant brought. 
In thir flate Livery clad ; before him Pipes 
And Timbrels, on each fide went armed guards. 
Both horfe and foot before him and behind 
Archers, and Slingers, Cataphradts and Spears. 
At fight of him the people with a fhout 1620 

Rifted the Air clamouring thir god with praiie. 
Who had made thir dreadfiil enemy thir thrall. 
He patient but undaunted where they led him. 
Came to the place, and what was fet before him 
Which without help of eye, might be aflay'd. 
To heave, pull, draw, or break, he flill perfbnn'd 
All with incredible, flupendious force. 
None daring to appear Antagonift. 
At length for intermifiion fake they led him 
Between the pillars ; he his guide requefled 1630 
(For fo from fuch as nearer flood we heard) 
As over-tir'd to let him lean a while 
With both his arms on thofe two maffie Pillars 
That to the arched roof gave main fupport. 
He unfufpitious led him ; which when Sam/an 
Felt in his arms, with head a while enclin'd. 
And eyes fafl fixt he flood, as one who pray'd. 
Or fome great matter in his mind revolv'd. 
At lafl with head ereA thus cryed aloud. 
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itherft). Lords, what your commands impos'd 

tave perform'dr as reaibn was, obeying^ 1641 

3t without wonder or delight beheld. 

3w of my own accord fuch other tryal 

nean to flicw you of my ftrcngth, yet greater ; 

I with amaze ihall fbike all who behold. 

lis uttcr'd, ftraining all his nerves he bow'd, 

1 with the force of winds and waters pent, 

hen Mountains tremble, thofc two maffic Pillars 

ith horrible convulfion to and fro, 1649 

' ^Sg'(^> ^c ihook, till down they came and drew 

le whole roof after them» with burft of thunder 

pen the heads of all who iate beneath, 

irds. Ladies, Captains» Councellors, or Pricfts, 

lir choice nobility and flower, not only 

f this but each Pkilijlian City round 

ct from all parts to fblemnize this Feaft. 

mjhn with thefe immixt, inevitably 

illd down the lame deftru(^on on himfelf ; 

ic vulgar only fcap'd who flood without. 1659 

CAtt. O dearly-bought revenge, yet glorious ! 

ving or dying thou haft fulfiU'd 

fie work for which thou waft foretold 

5 yraelf and now ly'ft viiSorious 

nong thy flain felf-kill'd 

ot willingly, but tangl'd in the fold, 

f dire neceffity, whole law in death conjoin'd 

lee with thy llaughter'd foes in number more 

ben all thy life had llain before. 

Semickor. While thir hearts were jocund and fub- 

runk with Idolatry, drunk with Wine, [lime, 

id fat regorg'd of Bulls and Goats, 1671 
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Chaunting thir Idol, and preferring 

Before our living Dread who dwells 

In Silo his bright Sanitary : 

Among them he a fpirit of phrenzie fent. 

Who hurt thir minds. 

And urg'd them on with mad defire 

To call in haft for thir deftroyer ; 

They only fet on fport and play 

Unweetingly importuned 1680 

Thir own deftru<%ion to come fpeedy upon them. 

So fond are mortal men 

Fairn into wrath divine. 

As thir own ruin on themfelves to invite, 

Infenfate left, or to fenfe reprobate. 

And with blindnefs internal ftruck. 

Semichor. But he though blind of fight, 
Defpis'd and thought extinguifti't quite. 
With inward eyes illuminated 
His fierie vertue rouz'd 1690 

From under afhes into fudden flame. 
And as an ev'ning Dragon came, 
Ailailant on the perched roofts. 
And nefts in order rang'd 
Of tame villatic Fowl ; but as an Eagle 
His cloudlefs thunder bolted on thir heads. 
So vertue giv'n for loft, 
Depreft, and overthrown, as feem'd. 
Like that felf-begott'n bird 

In the Arabian woods emboft, 1700 

That no fecond knows nor third. 
And lay e're while a Holocauft, 
From out her afliie womb now teem'd. 
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Revives, reflounfhes, then vigorous moil 
Vhcn moil unaftive dccm'd, 
Lnd though her body die, her &me furvtves, 
L iecular bird ages of lives. 

Man. Come, come, no time for lamentation now, 
for much more caufe, Samfon hath quit himielf 
jke Samforty and heroicly hath iiniih'd 1710 

L life Heroic, on his Enemies 
'ully reveng'd, hath left them years of mourning, 
ind lamentation to the Sons of Caphtor 
'hrough all PhUtJlian bounds. To Ifrael 
lonour hath left, and freedom, let but them 
'lnd courage to lay hold on this occafion, 
*o himfelf and Fathers houfe eternal feme ; 
k.nd which is bell and happieil yet, all this 
Vith God not parted irom him, as was feard, 
!ut favouring and afliiling to the end. 17x0 

Nothing is here for tears, nothing to wail 
>r knock the breaft, no weakneis, no contempt, 
>ifpraiie, or blame, nothing but well and fiiir, 
jid what may quiet us in a death lb noble, 
«t us go find the body where it lies 
ok't in his enemies blood, and from the ilream 
/ith lavers pure and cleanfing herbs waih oS 
'he clotted gore. I with what fpeed the while 
jaza is not in plight to iay us nay) 
i^ill iend for all my kindred, all my friends 1730 
'o fetch him hence and fblemnly attetid 
ITith filent obfequie and funeral train 
[ome to his Fathers houfe: there will I build him 

Monument, and plant it round with ihade 
f Laurel ever green, and branching Palm, 
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With all his Trophies hung, and A<^ enroird 
In copious Legend, or fweet Lyric Song. 
Thither fhall all the valiant youth refort. 
And from his memory inflame thir breads 
To matchlefs valour, and adventures high : 1740 
The Virgins alfo fhall on feaftful days 
Vifit his Tomb with flov^rers, only bewailing 
His lot unfortunate in nuptial choice. 
From whence captivity and lofs of eyes. 

Chor. All is beft, though we oft doubt. 
What th' unfearchable difpofe 
Of higheft wifdom brings about. 
And ever beft found in the clofe. 
Oft he feems to hide his face. 
But imexpededly returns 1750 

And to his faithful Champion hath in place 
Bore witnefs glorioufly ; whence Gaaia mourns 
And all that band them to refifl 
His uncontroulable intent. 
His fervants he with new acquifl 
Of true experience from this great event 
With peace and confolation hath difmifl. 
And calm of mind all paffion fpent. 



The End. 



A MASK 

Prefmted at Ludlow-Caftle, 1634, before 

John Karl of Bridgewater, then 

Prefident «/"Wales. 



THE PERSONS. 

The attendant Spirit afterwards in the habit of Tf^fiSi 
Comus with his crew. 
The Lady. 

1. Brother. 

2. Brother. 
Sahrina the Nymph. 



The cheifperjons which prefentedy were 

The Lord Bracfy, 

Mr. Thomas Egerton his Brother, 

The Lady Alice Egerton. 



A Made. 



The firft Scene difcovers a wildc Wood. 

The attendant Spirit defcends or enters. 

JeFORE the ftarry threlhold of "Joves 
Court [Ihapes 

My manfion is, where thofe immortal 
Of bright acreal Spirits live infphear'd 
In Regions milde of calm and ferene Air, 
Above the fmoak and ftirr of this dim fpot. 
Which men callEarth,and with low-thoughtedcarc 
Confin'd, and pefter'd in this pin-fold here. 
Strive to keep up a frail, and Feavcriih being 
Unmindfiill of the crown that Vcrtue gives 
After this mortal change, to her true Servants lo 
Amongft the enthron'd gods on Sainted feats. 
Yet fom there be that by due fteps afpire 
To lay their juft hands on that Golden Key 
That opc's the Palace of Eternity : 
To fuch my errand is, and but for fuch, 
I would not foil thcfe pure Ambrofial weeds. 
With the rank vapours of this Sin-worn mould. 

But to my taflc. Neptune befides the fway 
Of every ialt Flood, and each ebbing ftream. 
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Took in by lot 'twixt high, and neather Jove, «^ 

Imperial rule of all the Sea-girt lies 

That like to rich, and various genims inlay 

The unadorned boofbm of the Deep, 

Which he to grace his tributary gods 

By courfe commits to feveral government. 

And gives them leave to wear their Saphire crowns, 

And weild their little tridents, but this He 

The greateft, and the beft of all the main 

He quarters to his blu-hair'd deities. 

And all this tradt that fronts the falling Sun y> 

A noble Peer of mickle truft, and power 

Has in his charge, with tempered awe to guide 

An old, and haughty Nation proud in Arms : 

Where his feir ofF-fpring nurs't in Princely lore, 

Are coming to attend their Fathers ftate. 

And new-entrufted Scepter, but their way 

Lies through the perplex't paths of this drear Wood, 

The nodding horror of whofe (hady brows 

Threats the forlorn and wandring Paffinger. 

And here their tender age might fufFer peril, 4^ 

But that by quick command from Soveran j^aw 

I was difpatcht for their defence, and guard ; 

And liften why, for I will tell you now 

What never yet was heard in Tale or Song 

From old, or modern Bard in Hall, or Bowr. 

Bacchus that firft from out the purple Grape, 
Crufli't the fweet poyfon of mif-ufed Wine 
After the Tu/can Mariners transformed 
Coafting the Tyrrhene (hore, as the winds lifled. 
On Circes Hand fell (who knows not Circe 50 
The daughter of the Sun ? Whofe charmed Cup 
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Whoever tafted, loft his upright fhape. 
And downward fell into a groveling Swine) 
This Nymph that gaz'd upon his cluftring locks, 
With Ivy berries wreath'd, and his blithe youth. 
Had by him, ere he parted thence, a Son 
Much like his Father, but his Mother more. 
Whom therefore (he brought up and Comus nam'd. 
Who ripe, and frolick of his full grown age, 
Roaving the Celtick, and Iberian fields, 6« 

At laft betakes him to this ominous Wood, 
And in thick fhelter of black fhades imbowr'd, 
Excclls his Mother at her mighty Art, 
Offi'ing to every weary Traveller, 
His orient Liquor in a Cryftal Glafs, 
To quench the drouth oiPhcebuSy which as they tafte 
(For moft do tafte through fond intemperate thirft) 
Soon as the Potion works, their human count'nance, 
Th* exprels refemblance of the gods, is chang'd 
Into fom brutifli form of Woolf, or Bear, 70 

Or Ounce, or Tiger, Hog, or bearded Goat, 
All other parts remaining as they were. 
And they, fo perfcifi is their mifery, 
Not once perceive their foul disfigurement. 
But boaft themfelves more comely then before 
And all their friends, and native home forget 
To roule with pleafure in a fenfual ftie. 
Therefore when any favour'd of high "Jove^ 
Chances to pafs through this adventrous glade. 
Swift as the Sparkle of a glancing Star, 80 

I flioot from Heav'n to give him fafe convoy. 
As now I do : But firft I muft put off 
Thefe my fkie robes fpun out of Iris Wooff, 
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And take the Weeds and likenes of a Swain, 
That to the fervice of this houie belongs. 
Who with his foft Pipe, and fmooth dittied ScHig. 
Well knows to ftill the wilde winds when they roar, 
And hufti the waving Woods, nor of lefs faith. 
And in this office of his Mountain watch, 
Likeliefl, and neareft to the prefent ayd 9^ 

Of this occafion. But I hear the tread 
Of hatefull fteps, I muft be viewles now. 

Comus enters with a Charming Rod in one hani^ 
his Glafs in the other ^ with bim a rout of Mmir 
Jiersy headed like fundry forts of wilde Beafls^ but 
otherwife like Men and Women^ their Appard 
glijiering, they come in making a riotous andunrufy 
noi/e, with Torches in their hands. 

Comus. The Star that bids the Shepherd fold, 
Now the top of Heav'n doth hold. 
And the gilded Car of Day, 
His glowing Axle doth allay 
In the fteep Atlantick ftream. 
And the flope Sun his upward beam 
Shoots againft the dufky Pole, 
Pacing toward the other gole 100 

Of his Chamber in the Eaft. 
Mean while welcom Joy, and Feaft, 
Midnight fhout, and revelry, 
Tipfie dance, and Jollity. 
Braid your Locks with rofie Twine 
Dropping odours, dropping Wine. 
Rigor now is gon to bed. 
And Advice with fcrupulous head. 
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Age, and fowrc Severity, 

their grave Saws in flumber lie. no 

lat arc of purer fire 

e the Starry Quire, 

in their nightly watchfull Sphears, 

in fwift round the Months and Years. 

ounds, and Seas with all their finny drove 

to the Moon in wavering Morrice move, 

n the Tawny Sands and Shelves, 

he pert Fairies and the dapper Elves ; 

npled Brook, and Fountain brim, 

Vood- Nymphs deckt with Daifies trim, 120 

merry wakes and paftimes keep : 

hath night to do with flecp ? 
; hath better fweets to prove, 

now wakes, and wak'ns Love. 

let us our rights begin, 

nely day-light that makes Sin 

h thefe dun Ihades will ne're report, 

joddefs of Nofturnal fport 

vail'd CotyttOt t' whom the fecret flame 129 

id-night Torches burns ; myfterious Dame 

ne're art call'd, but when the Dragon woom 

^gian darknefs fpets her thickeft gloom, 

nakes one blot of all the air, 

hy cloudy Ebon chair, 

in thou rid'ft with Hecat\ and befriend 

y vow'd Priefts, till utmoft end 

I thy dues be done, and none left out, 

ie blabbing Eailern fcout, 

lice Morn on th' Indian fteep 

her cabin 'd loop-hole peep, 140 
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And to the tell-tale Sun difcry 

Our conceal'd Solemnity. 

Com, knit hands, and beat the ground» 

In a light fantaflick round. 

The Meafure. 

Break off, break off, I feel the different pace. 
Of fom chart footing near about this ground. 
Run to your flirouds, within thefe Brakesand Trcci, 
Our number may affright : Some Virgin fure 
(For fo I can diflinguifh by mine Art) 
Benighted in thefe Woods. Now to my charms, 
And to my wily trains, I fhall e're long 15" 

Be well flock't with as fair a herd as graz'd 
About my Mother Circe. Thus I hurl 
My dazling Spells into the fpungy ayr. 
Of power to cheat the eye with blear illufion. 
And give it falfe prefentments, left the place 
And my quaint habits breed aflonifhment. 
And put the Damfel to fufpicious flight. 
Which mufl not be, for that's againfl my courfe ; 
I under fair pretence of friendly ends, 160 

And well placet words of glozing courtefie 
Baited with reafons not unplaufible 
Wind me into the eafie-hearted man. 
And hug him into fnares* When once her eye 
Hath met the vertue of this Magick dufl 
I fhall appear fome harmles Villager 
And hearken, if I may her bufines hear. 
But here fhe comes, I fairly flep afide. 

The Lady enters. 
This way the noife was, if mine ear be true. 
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My beft guide now, me thought it was the £>und 
Of Riot, and ill manag'd Merriment, 171 

Such as the jocund Flute, or gamefom Pipe 
Stirs up among the loofe unletter'd Hinds, 
When for their teeming Flocks, and granges full 
In wanton dance they praife the bounteous PaHf 
And thank the gods amifs. I fhould be loath 
To meet the rudenefs, and fwill'd inlblence 
Of fuch late Waflailers ; yet O where els 
Shall I inform my unacquainted feet 
In the blind mazes of this tangl'd Wood? iSo 
My Brothers when they iaw me wearied out 
With this long way, refolving here to lodge 
Under the Ipreading favour of theie Pines, 
Stept as they fe'd to the next Thicket iide 
To bring me Berries, or fuch cooling fruit 
As the kind hoipitable Woods provide. 
They left me then, when the gray-hooded Eev'n 
Like a lad Votarift in Palmers weed 
Rofe from the hindmoft wheels of Phcebus wain. 
But where they are, and why they came not back. 
Is now the labour of my thoughts, 'tis likelieft 
They had ingag'd their wandring ftcps too far. 
And envious darknes, e're they could return. 
Had Hole them from me ; els O theevilh Night 
Why fliouldft thou, but for fom fellonious end. 
In thy dark Lantern thus clofe up the Stars, 
That nature hung in Heav'n, and fill'd their Lamps 
With everlafting oil, to give due light 
To the mifled and lonely Traveller ? 
This is the place, as well as I may guefs, 100 

Whence eev'n now the tumult of loud Mirth 
Was rife, and perfet in my lift'ning ear, 
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Yet nought but fingle darknes do I find. 
What might this be ? A thoufand fantafies 
Begin to throng into my memory 
Of calling fliapes, and beckning fliadows dire, 
And airy tongues, that fyllable mens names 
On Sands, and Shoars, and defert Wildcmeffes. 
Thefe thoughts may ftartle well, but not aftound 
The vertuous mind, that ever walks attended no 
By a ftrong fiding champion Confciencc. 

welcom pure-ey'd Faith, white-handed Hope, 
Thou hovering Angel girt with golden wings. 
And thou unblemifh't form of Chaftity, 

1 fee ye vifibly, and now believe 

That he, the Supreme good, tVhom all things ill 

Are but as flavifh officers of vengeance. 

Would fend a gliftring Guardian if need were 

To keep my life and honour unafiail'd. 

Was I deceived, or did a fable cloud ^^ 

Turn forth her filver lining on the night ? 

I did not err, there does a fable cloud 

Turn forth her filver lining on the night. 

And cafts a gleam over this tufted Grove. 

I cannot hallow to my Brothers, but 

Such noife as I can make to be heard far theft 

He venter, for my new enliv'nd fpirits 

Prompt me ; and they perhaps are not far off. 

SONG. 

Sweet Echo^fweeteji Nymph that Ih'Ji unfeen 

Within thy airy Jhell 2y> 

By Jlow Meander's mar gent green ^ 
And in the violet imbroider^d vale 
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Where the love-lorn Nightingale 
Nigfafy to thee her fad Song mourneth well. 
Canft thou not tell me of a gentle Pair 
That likefi thy Narciffus are ? 

O if thou have 
Hid them infomfiawry Cave, 
Tell me but where 
Sweet ^een of Parly, Daughter of the Sphear, 
So maifi thou be tranflated to the files, 241 

And give refounding grace to all Heavens Harmonies. 

Com. Can any morta] mixture of Earths mould 
Breath fuch Divine inchanting ravifliment ? 
Sure fomthing holy lodges in that breft, 
And with thcfe raptures moves the vocal air 
To tcftific his hidd'n refidence ; 
How fweetly did they float upon the wings 
Of lilence, through the empty-vaulted night 
At every fall fmoothing the Raven doune 25a 

Of darknes till it fmil'd : I have oft heard 
My Mother Circe with the Sirens three, 
Amid'ft the flowry-kirtl'd Naiades 
Culling their potent hearbs, and baleful! drugs. 
Who as they iung, would take the prifon'd foul. 
And lap it in Elyjium, Scylla wept. 
And chid her barking waves into attention. 
And fell Charybdis murmur'd foft applauie : 
Yet they in pleafing flumber lull'd the fenfe. 
And in fweet madnes rob'd it of it felf, 260 

But fuch a facred, and home-felt delight. 
Such fober certainty of waking blifs 
I never heard till now. lie fpeak to her 
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And fhe (hall be my Queen. Hail forren wonder 

Whom certain thefe rough fhades did tartzt breed 

Unleis the Goddes that in rural fhrioe 

Dwell'ft here with Parit or Sihart, by bleft Song 

Forbidding every bleak unkindly Fog 

To touch the profperous growth of tfais tall Wood. 

La. Nay gentle Shepherd ill is loft that praiie 
That is addreft to unattending Ears, 271 

Not any boaft of ikill, but extreme Ihiit 
How to regain my fever'd company 
Compell'd me to awake the courteous Echo 
To give me anlwer from her moflie Couch. 

Co. WhatchancegoodLadyhathbereftyouthus? 

La. Dim darknes, and this leavie Labyrinth. 

Co. Could that divide you from neer-ufliering 
guides ? 

La. They left me weary on a graflie terf. 

Co. By fallhood, or difcourtefie, or why F 180 

La. To feek i'th vally fom cool friendly Spring. 

Co. And left your fair iide all unguarded Lady ? 

La. They were but twain, and purpos'd quick 
return. 

Co. Perhaps fore-ftalHng night prevented them. 

La. How eafie my misfortune is to hit 1 

Co. Imports their lofs, befide the prefent need? 

La. No lefs then if I (hould my brothers loofe. 

Co. Weretheyofmanlyprime.oryouthfulbloom? 

La. As fmooth as Hebe's their unrazor'd Ups. 

Co. Two fuch I faw, what time the labour'd Oxe 
In his loofe traces from the furrow came, «91 

And the fwink't hcdger at his Supper fate ; 
I faw them under a green mantling vine 
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That crawls along the fide of yon fmall hill, 

Plucking ripe clufters from the tender flioots. 

Their port was more then human, as they ftood ; 

I took it for a faery vilion 

Of fom gay creatures of the element 

That in the colours of the Rainbow live 

And play i'th plighted clouds. I was aw-Hrook, 

And as I part, I worfliipt ; if thofe you feek 301 

It were a journey like the path to Heav'n, 

To help you find them. La. Gentle villager 

What readieft way would bring me to that place ? 

Co. Due weft it riles ftxim this fhrubby point. 

La. To find out that, good Shepherd, I fuppofe. 
In fuch a fcant allowance of Star-light, 
Would overtaik the beft Land-Pilots art. 
Without the fure guefs of well-pra£tiz*d feet. 

Co. I know each lane, and every alley green 
Dingle, or buihy dell of this wilde Wood, jn 
And every boflcy bourn from fide to fide 
My daily walks and ancient neighbourhood, 
And if your ftray attendance be yet lodg'd. 
Or Ihroud within thefe limits, I ihall know 
Ere morrow wake, or the low roofled lark 
From her thatch't pallat rowfe, if otherwife 
I can condud; you Lady to a low 
But loyal cottage, where you may be fafe 
Till further queft'. La. Shepherd I take thy word. 
And truft thy honeft oiFer'd courtefie, 321 

Which oft is fooner found in lowly fheds 
With fmoaky rafters, then in tapftry Halls 
And Courts of Princes, where it firft was nam'd. 
And yet is moft pretended : In a ^lace 
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Lefs warranted then this, or lefs fecure 
I cannot be, that I fhould fear to change it, 
Eie me bleA Providence, and fquare my triall 
To my proportion'd ftrength. Shepherd lead on. — 

Thf two Brothers. 
Eld. Bro. Unmuffle ye faint Stars, and thou fair 
Moon 
That wontft to love the travellers benizon, 331 
Stoop thy pale vifage through an amber cloud. 
And difinherit Chaos, that raigns here 
In double night of darkness, and of fhades ; 
Or if your influence be quite damm'd up 
With black ufurping mifts, Ibm gentle taper 
Though a rufli Candle from the wicker hole 
Of fom clay habitation vifit us 
With thy long levcU'd rule of ftreaming light. 
And thou Ihalt be our ftar of Arcady, 340 

Or Tyrian Cynofure. 2 Bro. Or if our eyes 
Be barr'd that happines, might we but hear 
The folded flocks pen'd in their watled cotes. 
Or found of pafl:oraI reed with oaten flops. 
Or whiftle from the Lodge, or Village Cock 
Count the night watches to his feathery Dames, 
'T would be fom folace yet fom little chearing 
In this clofe dungeon of innumerous bowcs. 
But O that haples virgin our loft After 349 

Where may ftie wander now, whither betake her 
From the chill dew, amongft rude burrsand thiiUes ? 
Perhaps fom cold bank is her boulfter now 
Or 'gainft the rugged bark of fom broad Elm 
Leans her unpillow'd head fraught with fad fears. 



A MASK. yj 

What if in wild amazement^ and aiFright, 
Or while we fpeak within the direful grafp 
Of Savage hunger, or of Savage heat ? 

Eld. Bro. Peace Brother, be not over-exquifite 
To caft the faOiion of uncertain evils ; 359 

For grant they be fo, while they reft unknown. 
What need a man foreftall his date of grief. 
And run to meet what he would mofl avoid ? 
Or if they be but falfe alarms of Fear, 
How bitter is fuch felf-delufion ? ' 

I do not think my Hfter fo to feek. 
Or fo unprincipl'd in vertues book, 
And the fweet peace that goodnes boofoms ever. 
As that the fingle want of light and noife 
(Not being in danger, as I truft fhe is not) 369 
Could ftir the conftant mood of her calm thoughts. 
And put them into mif-becoming plight. 
Vcrtue could fee to do what vertue would 
By her own radiant light, though Sun and Moon 
Were in the flat Sea funk. And Wifdoms felf 
Oft feeks to fweet retired Solitude, 
Where with her heft nurfe Contemplation 
She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her wings 
That in the various buflle of relbrt 
Were all to niffl'd, and fomtimes impair'd. 
He that has light within his own cleer breft 380 
May fit i'th center, and enjoy bright day. 
But he that hides a dark foul, and foul thoughts 
Benighted walks under the mid-day Sun; 
Himfelf is his own dungeon. 

2. Bro. Tis moft true 
That muiing meditation moft aifeds 
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The penfive fecrecy of defert cell. 

Far from the cheerfiill haunt of men, and herds. 

And fits as fafe as in a Senat houfe, 

For who would rob a Hermit of his Weeds, 

His few Books, or his Beads, or Maple Diih, 390 

Or do his gray hairs any violence ? 

But beauty like the fair Hefperian Tree 

Laden with blooming gold, had need the guard 

Of dragon watch with uninchanted eye. 

To fave her bloilbms, and defend her fruit 

From the rafh hand of bold Incontinence. 

You may as well fpred out the unfun'd heaps 

Of Mifers treafure by an out-laws den. 

And tell me it is fafe, as bid me hope 

Danger will wink on Opportunity, 400 

And let a fingle helplefs maiden pafs 

Uninjur'd in this wilde furrounding waft. 

Of night, or lonelinefs it recks me not, 

I fear the dred events that dog them both. 

Left fom ill greeting touch attempt the perfbn 

Of our unowned fifter. 

Eld. Bro. I do not. Brother, 
Inferr, as if I thought my fifters ftate 
Secure without all doubt, or controverfie : 
Yet where an equal poife of hope and fear 
Does arbitrate th*event, my nature is fio 

That I encline to hope, rather then fear. 
And gladly banifh fquint fufpicion. 
My fifter is not fo defencelefs left 
As you imagine, fhe has a hidden ftrength 
Which you remember not. 

2. Bro. What hidden ftrength. 
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Unlels the ftrengtb o( Hcav'n, if jrou mean that ? 
EU.Bro. Iineanthattoo,butyetahiddenftrength 
Which if Heav*n gave it, may be tenn'd her own : 
Tis chaili^^ my brother, chaftity : 
She that has that, is clad in compleat fteel, 420 
And like a quivcr'd Nymph with Arrows keen 
May trace huge Forrefts, and unharbour'd Heaths, 
Infamous Hills, and landy perilous wildes. 
Where through the facred rayes of Chaftity, 
No fevage fierce, Bandite, or Mountanecr 
Will dare to foyl her Virgin purity. 
Yea there, where very defolation dwels 
By grots, and caverns fhag'd with horrid fhades. 
She may pafs on with unblench't majefty. 
Be it not don in pride, or in prefumption. +30 

Som fay no evil thing that walks by night 
In fog, or fire, by lake, or moorilh fen. 
Blew meager Hag, or fhibbom unlaid ghoft. 
That breaks his magick chains at curfeu time. 
No Goblin, or fwart Faery of the mine. 
Hath hurtfiill power o're true Virginity. 
Do ye believe me yet, or fhall I call 
Antiquity from the old Schools of Greece 
To teflifie the arms of Chaftity ? 
Hence had the huntrefs Dian her dred bow 440 
Fair filver-fhafted Queen for ever chafte. 
Wherewith Ihe tam'd the brinded lionefs 
And fpotted mountain pard, but fet at nought 
The frivolous bolt of Cupid, gods and men 
Fear'd her ftern frown, and fhe was queen oth* 

Woods. 
What was that fnaky-headed Gwgon fheild 
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That wi& Minerva wore, unconqocf^d Viigin, 

Wherwith fhe freez'd her foes to congeal'd ihHie? 

But rigid looks of Chaft auilerity. 

And noble grace that dafli't brute violence 4so 

With fudden adoration, and blank aw. 

So dear to Heav'n ts Saintly chafB^, 

That when a foul is found fincerely fo, 

A thoufand liveried Angels lacky her. 

Driving hr off each thing of fin and guilt. 

And in cleer dream, and folenin viiion 

Tell her of things that no grofs ear can hear. 

Till oft convers with heav'nly habitants 

Begin to cail a beam on th'outwaid fhape. 

The unpolluted temple of the mind, 460 

And turns it by degrees to the fouls eiTence, 

Till all be made immortal : but when lufl 

By unchaile looks, loofe geftures, and foul talk. 

But mofl: by leud and lavifh adt of fin. 

Lets in defilement to the inward parts. 

The foul grows clotted by contagion, 

Imbodies, and imbrutes, till fhe quite loofe 

The divine property of her firfl being. 

Such are thofe thick and gloomy fhadows damp 

Oft feen in Charnel vaults, and Sepulchers 470 

Lingering, and fitting by a new made grave. 

As loath to leave the Body that it lov'd. 

And link't it felf by carnal fenfuality 

To a degenerate and degraded flate. 

2. Bro. How charming is divine Philofbphyl 
Not harfh, and crabbed as dull fools fuppofe. 
But mufical as is Apollo's lute. 
And a perpetual feafl of ne^r'd fweets. 
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Where no crude furfctraigns. Eld. Bro. Lift, lift, 

I hear 
Som fer of hallow break the filent Air. 480 

2. Bro. Me thought fo too ; what fliould it be ? 

Eld. Bro. For certain 
Either ibm one like us night-founder'd here. 
Or els fom neighbour Wood-man, or at worft, 
Som reaving Robber calling to his fellows. 

2. Bro. Heav'n keep my fifter, agen, agen, and 
Beft draw, and ftand upon our guard. [neer. 

Eld. Bro. He hallow. 
If he be friendly he comes well, if not. 
Defence is a good caufe, and Heav'n be for us. 

The attendant Spirit habited like a Shepherd. 
That hallow I fhould know, what are you ? fpeak ; 
Com not too neer, you fall on iron ftakes elfe. 490 

Spir. What voice is that, my young Lord ? fpeak 
agen. 

2. Bro. O brother, 'tis my ^ther Shepherd fure. 

Eld. Bro. Thyrjs? Whofe artful ftrains have oft 
The hudling brook to hear his madrigal, [delald 
And Iwectn'd every mufkrofe of the dale. 
How cam'ft thou here good Swain ? hath any Ram 
Slipt from the fold, or young Kid loft his dam. 
Or ftraggling Weather the pen't flock forfbok ? 
How couldft thou find this dark fequefter'd nook F 

Spir. O my lov'd Maflers heir, and his next joy, 
I came not here on fuch a trivial toy so' 

As a flray'd Ewe, or to purfue the flealth 
Of pilfering Woolf, not all the fleecy wealth 
That doth enrich thefe Downs, is worth a thought 
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To this my errand, and the care it brought. 
But O my Virgin Lady, where is fhe ? 
How chance fhe is not in your company ? 

Eld. Bro. To tell thee fadly Shepherd, without 
Or our negledt, we loft her as we came, [blame, 

Spir. Ay me unhappy then my fears are true. 

Eld. Bro. What fears good Thyrfis ? Prethee 
briefly fhew. 

Spir. He tell ye, 'tis not vain or fabulous, 
(Though fo efteem'd by fhallow ignorance) 
What the fage Poets taught by th'heav'nly Mufe, 
Storied of old in high immortal vers 
Of dire Chimerds and inchanted lies. 
And rifted Rocks whofe entrance leads to Hell, 
For fuch there be, but unbelief is blind. 
Within the navil of this hideous Wood, 
Immur'd in cyprefs fhades a Sorcerer dwels 520 
Of Bacchus^ and of Circe born, great ComuSf 
Deep fkiird in all his mothers witcheries. 
And here to every thirfty wanderer. 
By fly enticement gives his baneful cup. 
With many murmurs mixt, whofe pleafing poifbn 
The vifage quite transforms of him that drinks. 
And the inglorious likenes of a beaft 
Fixes inftead, unmoulding reafons mintage 
Charadter'd in the face ; this have I learn't 
Tending my flocks hard by i'th hilly crofts, 530 
That brow this bottom glade, whence night by night 
He and his monftrous rout are heard to howl 
Like ftabrd wolves, or tigers at their prey. 
Doing abhorred rites to Hecate 
In their obfcured haunts of inmoft bowres. 
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Yet have they many baits, and guileful fpelts 
To inveigle and invite th'unwary fenfe 
Of them that pafs unweeting by the way. 
This evening late by then the chewing flocks 
Had ta'n their fupper on the favoury Herb 540 
Of Knot-grafs dew-befprent, and were in fold, 
I fate me down to watch upon a bank 
With Ivy canopied, and interwove 
With fkunling Hony-fuckle, and began 
Wrapt in a pleafing fit of melancholy 
To meditate upon my rural minftrelfie. 
Till fancy had her fill, but ere a clofe 
The wonted roar was up amidft the Woods, 
And fill'd the Air with barbarous diflbnance 
At which I ceas't, and liflen'd them a while, 550 
Till an unufual flop of fudden filence 
Gave refpit to the drowfic frighted flceds 
That draw the litter of clofe curtain'd fleep ; 
At lafl a fbft and folemn breathing found 
Rofe like a flream of rich diflill'd perfumes. 
And flole upon the Air, that even Silence 
Was took c're Ihe was ware, and wiflit flie might 
Deny her nature, and be never more 
Still to be lb difplac't. I was all car. 
And took in flrains that might create a foul s**» 
Under the ribs of Death, but O ere long 
Too well I did perceive it was the voice 
Of my moil honour'd Lady, your dear filler. 
Amaz'd I flood, harrow'd with grief and fear. 
And O poor haplefs Nightingale thought I, 
How fweet thou fing'ft, how near the deadly fnare ! 
Then down the Lawns I ran with headlong haft 
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Through paths, and turnings oft'n trod by day. 

Till guided by mine ear I found the place 

Where that damn'd wiiard hid in fly difguiie 570 

(For fb by certain iignes I knew) had met 

Already, ere my beft fpeed could prevent. 

The aidlefs innocent Lady his wifh't prey. 

Who gently aflc't if he had feen fuch two, 

Suppofing him ibm neighbour villager ; 

Longer I duril not flay, but foon I gueis't 

Ye were the two (he mean't, with that I fpning 

Into fwift flight, till I had found you here. 

But further know I not. 2 . Bro. O night and (hades. 

How are ye joyn'd with Hell in tripple knot 580 

Againft th'unarm'd weaknefs of one Virgin 

Alone, and helplefs ! is this the confidence 

You gave me Brother ? Eld. Bro. Yes, and keep 

Lean on it fafely, not a period [it (Hll, 

Shall be unfaid for me : againft the threats 

Of malice or of fbrcery, or that power 

Which erring men call Chance, this I hold firm, 

Vertue may be aflail'd, but never hurt, 

Surpriz'd by unjuft force, but not enthraird. 

Yea even that which mifchief meant moft harm. 

Shall in the happy trial prove moft glory. 591 

But evil on it felf fhall back recoyl. 

And mix no more with goodnefs, when at laft 

Gathered like fcum, and fetl'd to it felf 

It fhall be in eternal reftlefs change 

Self- fed, and felf-confum'd, if this fail. 

The pillar'd firmament is rott'nnefs. 

And earths bafe built on fhibble. But com let's on. 

Againft th'oppofing will and arm of Heav*n 
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May never this juft fword be lifted up, 600 

But for that damn'd Magician, let him be girt 
With all the greifly legions that troop 
Under the iboty flag of Acheron, 
Har^es and Hydrds, or all the monftrous forms 
*Twixt Africa and Inde, lie find him out. 
And force him to reftore his purchafe back. 
Or drag him by the curls, to a foul death, 
Curs'd as his life. 

Spb-. Alas good ventrous youth, 
I love thy courage yet, and bold Emprife, 
But here thy fword can do thee little ilead, 610 
Far other arms, and other weapons mud 
Be thofe that quell the might of hellilh charms. 
He with his bare wand can unthred thy joynts. 
And crumble all thy finews. 

Bid. Bro. Why prethee Shepherd 
How durft thou then thy felf approach fo neer 
As to make this Relation ? 

Spir. Care and utmoft fliifts 
How to fecure the Lady from furprifal. 
Brought to my mind a certain Shepherd Lad 
Of finall regard to fee to, yet well fkill'd 
In every vertuous plant and healing herb 6»o 

That fpreds her verdant leaf to th'moming ray. 
He lov*d me well, and oft would beg me ling. 
Which when I did, he on the tender grafs 
Would lit, and hearken even to extafie, 
And in requital ope his leathern Icrip, 
And fhew me limples of a thoufand names 
Telling their ftrange and vigorous feculties ; 
Amongft the reft a fmall unfightly root. 
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But of divine eifea, he cull'd me out ; 

The leaf was darklHi, and had prickles on it, 630 

But in another Countrey, as he ikid> 

Bore a bright golden flowre, but not in this foyl : 

Unknown, and like eileem'd, and the dull fwain 

Treads on it daily with his clouted fhoon. 

And yet more med'cinal is it then that Mofy 

That Hermes once to wife Ufyjfes gave ; 

He caird it Hamony, and gave it me. 

And bad me keep it as of fov'ran ufe 

'Gainft all inchantments, mildew blaft, or damp 

Or gaftly furies apparition ; 640 

I purs't it up, but little reck'ning made,' 

Till now that this extremity compell'd. 

But now I find it true ; for by this means 

I knew the foul inchanter though difguis'd, 

Enter'd the very lime-twigs of his fpells. 

And yet came oiF: if you have this about you 

(As I will give you when we go) you may 

Boldly afiault the necromancers hall ; 

Where if he be, with dauntlefs hardihood, 649 

And brandifh't blade rufh on him, break his gla&. 

And flied the lulhious liquor on the ground. 

But feafe his wand, though he and his curft crew 

Fierce figne of battail make, and menace high. 

Or like the Sons of Vulcan vomit fmoak. 

Yet will they foon retire, if he but flirink. 

EU. Bro. Thyrfis lead on apace. He follow thee, 
And fom good angel bear a fhield beibre us. 



A MASK. 87 

^he Scene changes to a Jiately Palace, fet out with 
all manner of delictoufnefs : /oft Mujick, Tables 
J^red with all dainties. Comus appears with his 
rabble^ and the Lady fet in an inckanted Chair ^ to 
•whom he offers his Glafsy which Jhe puts by, and 
goes about to rife. 

Comus. Nay Lady fit ; if I but wave this wand. 
Your nerves are all chain'd up in Alablailer, 
And you a ftatue, or as Daphne was 660 

Root-bound, that fled Apollo. 

La. Fool do not boaft. 
Thou canft not touch the freedom of my minde 
With all thy charms, although this corporal rinde 
Thou hafte immanacl'd, while Heav'n fees good. 

Co. Why are you vext Lady? why do you frown? 
Here dwell no frowns, nor anger, from thefe gates 
Sorrow flies far : See here be all the pleafurcs 
That fancy can beget on youthfull thoughts. 
When the frefli blood grows lively, and returns 
Brifk as the April buds in Primrofe-feafon. 670 
And firfl behold this cordial Julep here 
That flames, and dances in his cryflal bounds 
With fpirits of balm, and fragrant Syrops mixt. 
Not that Nepenthes which the wife of Thone, 
In Egypt gave to yove-hom Helena 
Is of fuch power to ftir up joy as this. 
To life fo friendly, or fo cool to thirft. 
Why fliould you be fo cruel to your felf. 
And to thofe dainty limms which nature lent 
For gentle ufage, and foft delicacy ? 680 

But you invert the cov'nants of her truft, 
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And harfhly deal like an ill borrower 
With that which you receiv'd on other teims. 
Scorning the unexempt condition 
By which all mortal frailty mull fubfift» 
Re&efhment after toil, eafe after pain. 
That have been tir'd all day without repaft. 
And timely reft have wanted, but fiur Virgin 
This will reftore all foon. 

La. "Twill not falfe traitor, 
'Twill not reftore the truth and honeity 690 

That thou haft banifti't from thy tongue with lies. 
Was this the cottage, and the fafe abode 
Thou told'ft me of? What grim afpefts arc thefe, 
Thefe oughly-headed Monfters ? Mercy guard me! 
Hence with thy brew'd inchantments, foul deceiver. 
Haft thou betrai'd my credulous innocence 
With vifor'd falftiood, and bafe forgery. 
And would'ft thou feek again to trap me here 
With lickerifti baits fit to enfhare a brute ? 
Were it a draft for "Juno when Ihe banquets, 700 
I would not tafte thy treafonous offer ; none 
But fuch as are good men can give good things. 
And that which is not good, is not delicious 
To a well-govern'd and wife appetite. 

Co. O foolifhnes of men ! that lend their ears 
To thofe budge Dodors of the Stokk Furr, 
And fetch their precepts from the Cynick Tub, 
Praifing the lean and fallow Abftincnce. 
Wherefore did Nature powre hcr bounties forth. 
With fuch a full and unwithdrawing hand, 710 
Covering the earth with odours, fruits, and flocks. 
Thronging the Seas with fpawn innumerable. 
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But all to pleafe, and late the curious tafte ? 
And fet to work millions of fpinning Worms, 
That in their green fhops weave the fmooth-hair'd 
To deck her Sons, and that no corner might [filk 
Be vacant of her plenty, in her own loyns 
She hutch't th'all-worfliipt ore, and precious gems 
To ftore her children with ; if all the world 
Should in a pet of temperance feed on Pulfe, 720 
Drink the clear ftream, and nothing wearbutFreize, 
Th'all-giver would be unthank't, would be unprais'd. 
Not half his riches known, and yet defpis'd. 
And we Ihould ferve him as a grudging mailer. 
As a penurious niggard of his wealth. 
And live like Natures baftards, not her fons. 
Who would be quite furcharg'd with her own 
And ftrangl'd with her wafte fertility ; [weight, 
Th'earth cumber'd, and the wing'd air dark't with 

plumes. 
The herds would over-multitude their Lords, 730 
The Sea o'refraught would fwel, and th'unfought 

diamonds 
Would (o emblaze the forhead of the Deep, 
And fo beftudd with Stars, that they below 
Would grow inur'd to light, and com at laft 
To gaze upon the Sun with fliamelcs brows. 
Lift Lady be not coy, and be not cofen'd 
With that fame vaunted name Virginity, 
Beauty is natures coyn, muft not be hoorded. 
But muft be currant, and the good thereof 
Conlifts in mutual and partak'n blifs, 740 

Unfiivoury in th'injoyment of it felf 
If you let ilip time, like a neglected rofe 
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It withers on the ftalk with languifh't head. 
Beauty is natures brag, and muft be fhown 
In courts, at feafts, and high folemnities 
Where moft may wonder at the workman(hip ; 
It is for homely features to keep home. 
They had their name thence ; courfe complexions 
And cheeks of forry grain will ferve to ply 
The fampler, and to teize the hufwifes wooll. 750 
What need a vermeil-tinftur'd lip for that 
Love-darting eyes, or trefles like the Morn ? 
There was another meaning in thefe gifts. 
Think what, and be adviz'd, you are but young yet. 
La. I had not thought to have unlockt my lips 
In this unhallow'd air, but that this Jugler 
Would think to charm my judgement, as mine eyes. 
Obtruding falfe rules pranckt in reafbns garb. 
I hate when vice can bolt her arguments. 
And vertue has no tongue to check her pride : 760 
Impoftor do not charge moft innocent nature. 
As if fhe would her children fliould be riotous 
With her abundance (he good cateres 
Means her provilion only to the good 
That live according to her fober laws. 
And holy didtate of fpare Temperance : 
If every juft man that now pines with want 
Had but a moderate and befeeming fhare 
Of that which lewdly-pamper'd Luxury 
Now heaps upon fom few with vaft excefs, 770 
Natures full bleflings would be well difpenc't 
In unfuperfluous eeven proportion. 
And (he no whit encomber'd with her ftore. 
And then the giver would be better thank^t. 
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His praife due paid, for iwiniih gluttony 

Ne're looks to Heav'n amidft his gorgeous feaft. 

But with befotted bafe ingratitude 

Cramms, and blafphemes his feeder. Shall I go on P 

Or have I fold anow ? To him that dares 779 

Arm his profene tongue with contemptuous words 

Againft the Sun-clad power of Chaftity ; 

Fain would I fomthing fay, yet to what end ? 

Thou hafl nor Ear, nor Soul to apprehend 

The fublimc notion, and high myftery 

That muft be utter'd to unfold the fage 

And ferious dodlrine of Virginity, 

And thou art worthy that thou fhouldft not know 

More happineis then this thy prefent lot. 

Enjoy your dear Wit, and gay Rhetorick 789 

That hath fo well been taught her dazling fence. 

Thou art not fit to hear thy felf convinc't ; 

Yet (hould I try, the uncontrouled worth 

Of this pure caufe would kindle my rap't fpirits 

To fuch a flame of lacred vehemence. 

That dumb things would be mov'd to fympathize. 

And the brute Earth would lend her nerves, and 

fliake. 
Till all thy magick ftruftures rear'd fo high. 
Were fliatter'd into heaps o're thy falfe head. 

Co. She fables not, I feel that I do i^ar 
Her words fet off by fom fuperior power ; 800 

And though not mortal, yet a cold ihuddring dew 
Dips me all o're, as when the wrath of Jove 
Speaks thunder, and the chains of Erebus 
To fom of Saturns crew. I muft diflemble, 
And try her yet more ftrongly. Com, no more. 
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This is meer moral babble, and direft 

Againft the canon laws of our foundation ; 

I muft not fuiFer this, yet 'tis but the lees 

And fetlings of a melancholy blood ; 

But this will cure all ftreight, one fip of this 810 

Will bathe the drooping fpirits in delight 

Beyond the blifs of dreams. Be wife, and tafte. 

The Brothers rujh in with Swords drawn^ wrejl his 
Glafs out of his hand^ and break it againft the 
ground ; his rout make Jign of rejiftance^ but are 
all driven in ; The attendant Spirit comes in. 

Spir. What, have you let the falfe Enchanter 
fcape ? 
O ye miftook, ye fhould have fnatcht his wand 
And bound him faft ; without his rod revers*t. 
And backward mutters of diflevering power. 
We cannot free the Lady that fits here 
In ftony fetters fixt, and motionlefs ; 
Yet ftay ; be not difturb'd, now I bethink me, 
Som other means I have which may be us'd, 820 
Which once of Melibceus old I learnt 
The footheil Shepherd that ere pip*t on plains. 

There is a gentle Nymph not far from hence. 
That with moift curb fways the fmooth Severn 
Sabrina is her name, a Virgin pure, [ftream. 

Whilom {he was the daughter of Locrine, 
That had the Scepter from his Father Brute. 
The guiltlefs damfel flying the mad purfuit 
Of her enraged ftepdam Guendolen^ 
Commended her fair innocence to the flood 830 
That ftay'd her flight with his crofs-flowing courfe, 
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The water Nymphs that in the bottom plaid. 
Held up their pearled wrifts and took her in. 
Bearing her ftraight to aged Nereus Hall, 
Who piteous of her woes, rear'd her lank head. 
And gave her to his daughters to imbathe 
In nefbar'd lavers ftrew'd with Afphodil, 
And through the porch and inlet of each fenie 
Dropt in Ambrofial Oils till fhe reviv'd. 
And underwent a quick immortal change 840 

Made Goddefs of the River ; ftill Ihe retains 
Her maid'n gentlenes, and oft at Eeve 
Vifits the herds along the twilight meadows. 
Helping all urchin blafts, and ill luck iignes 
That the fhrewd medling Elfe delights to make. 
Which (he with pretious viold liquors heals. 
For which the Shepherds at their feftivals 
Carrol her goodnes lowd in ruHick layes. 
And throw fweet garland wreaths into her flream 
Of pancies, pinks, and gaudy Daf^dils. 850 

And, as the old Swain faid, (he can unlock 
The claiping charm, and thaw the numming fpell. 
If fhe be right invok't in warbled Song, 
For maid'nhood flie loves, and will be fwift 
To aid a Virgin fuch as was her felf 
In hard befetting need, this will I try 
And adde the power of Ibm adjuring verfe. 

SONG. 

Sahrinafair 

Lifien where thou art fitting 
Under the glajie, cool, tranjlucent ivave, 860 

In twijied braids of Lillies knitting 
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The loofe train of thy amber-dropping hair, 
Lijienfor dear honours fake, 
Goddefs of the fiver lake, 

Liften andfave. 

LiHen and appear to us 

In name of great Oceanus, 

By the earth-fliaking Neptuni^s mace» 

And Tethys grave majeftick pace. 

By hoary Nereus wrincled look, 870 

And the Carpathian wifards hook. 

By fcaly Tritons winding ihell. 

And old footh-faying Glaucus fpell. 

By Leucothea's lovely hands. 

And her fon that rules the ftrands. 

By Thetis tinfel-flipper'd feet. 

And the Songs of Sirens fweet. 

By dead Parthenope's dear tomb. 

And fair Ligea's golden comb. 

Wherewith fhe fits on diamond rocks 880 

Sleeking her foft alluring locks. 

By all the Nymphs that nightly dance 

Upon thy ftreams with wily glance. 

Rile, rife, and heave thy rofic head 

From thy coral-pav'n bed. 

And bridle in thy headlong wave. 

Till thou our fummons anfwerd have. 

Liften and fave. 

Sabrina rifes, attended by water-Nymphs, andfngs. 

By the rufl^-fringed bank, 885 

Where grows the Willtm and the Ofier dank. 
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Myjliding Chariot Jit^esy 
Thickfet •with Agat^ and the azurnjheen 
OfTurkis hlenv, and Emrauld green 

That in the channel jirayes^ 
Whiljl from off the waters jieet 
Thus I fit my print lefs feet 
O'er the Cowjlips Velvet head^ 

That bends not as I tread. 
Gentle f-wain at thy requeji 

I am here. 900 

Spir. Goddefs dear 
We implore thy powerful hand 
To undo the charmed band 
Of true Virgin here diftreft. 
Through the force, and through the wile 
Of unbleft inchanter vile. 

Sab. Shepherd 'tis my office beft 
To help infnared chaftity ; 
Brighteft Lady look on me. 
Thus I fprinkle on thy breft 910 

Drops that from my fountain pure, 
I have kept of prctious cure. 
Thrice upon thy fingers tip. 
Thrice upon thy rubied lip. 
Next this marble venom'd feat 
Smear'd with gumms of glutenous heat 
I touch with chafte palms moiil and cold. 
Now the fpell hath loft his hold ; 
And I muft hafte ere morning hour 
To wait in Amphitrite's bowr. 910 



96 A MASK. 

Sabrina defcends^ and the Lady rifes out of her feat. 

Spir. Virgin, daughter of Locrine 
Sprang of old Anchifes line 
May thy brimmed waves for this 
Their full tribute never mifs 
From a thoufand petty rills. 
That tumbled down the fnowy hills : 
Summer drouth, or iinged air 
Never fcorch thy trefles fair. 
Nor wet OSlobers torrent flood 
Thy molten cryftal fill with mudd, 930 

May thy billows rowl afhoar 
The beryl, and the golden ore. 
May thy lofty head be crowned 
With many a tower and terras round. 
And here and there thy banks upon 
With Groves of myrrhe, and cinnamon. 
Com Lady while Heaven lends us grace. 
Let us fly this curfed place. 
Left the Sorcerer us entice 

With fom other new device. 940 

Not a wafte, or needlefs found 
Till we com to holier ground, 
I fhall be your faithfuU guide 
Through this gloomy covert wide. 
And not many furlongs thence 
Is your Fathers refidence. 
Where this night are met in ftate 
Many a friend to gratulate 
His wifh*t prefence, and befide 
All the Swains that there abide, 95<> 
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With Jiggs, and rural dance refort. 
We fhall catch them at their fport. 
And our fudden coming there 
Will double all their mirth and chere ; 
Com let us hafte, the Stars grow high. 
But night fits monarch yet in the mid fky. 

The Scene changes ^ prefenting Ludlow Town and the 
Prejidents Cajlle^ then com in Countrey-Dancersy 
after them the attendant Spirit ^ with the two Bro- 
thers and the Lady. 

SONG. 

Spir. Back Shepherds ^ backj anough your play^ 
Till next Sun-fljine holiday ^ 
Here be without duck or nod 
Other trippings to be trod 960 

Of lighter toes^ andfuch Court guife 
As Mercury didjirji devife 
With the mincing Dryades 
On the Lawns, and on the Leas. 

This fecond Song prefents them to their Father 

and Mother, 

Noble Lord, and Lady bright, 

I have brought ye new delight. 

Here behold fo goodly grown 

Three fair branches of your own. 

Heaven hath timely tri'd their youth. 

Their faith, their patience, and their truth, 970 

Andfent them here through hard ajfays 

With a crown of deathlefs Praife, 

I H 
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To triumph m viBt^^ims dance 
(XreJeK/ual Folly ^ and Lttemperance. 

The dances endedj the Spirit Epiloguizes. 

Spir. To the Ocean now I fly. 
And thofb happy climes that ly 
Where day never (huts his eye. 
Up in the broad fields of the flcy : 
There I iiick the liquid air 
All amidft the Gardens fair 
Of Hefperus^ and his daughters three 
That fing about the golden tree : 
Along the criiped ihades and bowres 
Revels the ipruce and jocond Spring, 
The Graces, and the rofie-boofbm*d Howres, 
Thither all their bounties bring. 
There eternal Summer dwels. 
And Weft winds, with muiky wing 
About the cedar'n alleys fling 
Nard^ and Cqffias balmy fmels. 
Iris there with humid bow. 
Waters the odorous banks that blow 
Flowers of more mingled hew 
Then her purfl'd fcarf can ftiew. 
And drenches with Elj[fian dew 
(Lift mortals if your ears be true) 
Beds of Hyacinth^ and Rofes 
Where young Adonis oft repofes. 
Waxing well of his deep wound 
In flumber foft ; and on the ground 
Sadly fits thiAJfyrian Queen ; 
But far above in fpan^led ftieen 
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Celeftial Cupid her fam'd Son advanc 
Holds his dear Pfyche fweet intranc't 
fih^v her wandring labours long. 
Till free confent the gods among 
Make her his eternal Bride, 
And from her fair unfpotted fide 
Two blifsfril twins are to be born. 
Youth and Joy ; fo jfove hath fworn. 

But now my tafk is fmoothly don, 
I can fly, or I can run 
Quickly to the green earths end. 
Where the bow'd welkin flow doth bend, 
And from thence can fbar as foon 
To the corners of the Moon. 

Mortals that would follow me. 
Love vertue, flie alone is free. 
She can teach ye how to clime 
Higher then the Spheary chime ; 
Or if Vertue feeble were, 
Heav'n it felf would ftoop to her. 
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Lycidas. 




In this Monody the Author bewails a learned Friend^ 
unfortunately drowned in his pajfagefrom Chefter 
on the Irifh Seas^ ^^S?- ^^^ h occajion fore- 
tells the ruine of our corrupted Clergie then in thik 
height. 

ET once more, O ye Laurels, and once 
more 
Ye Myrtles brown, with Ivy never fear, 
I com to pluck your Berries harfh and crude. 
And with forc'd fingers rude. 
Shatter your leaves before the mellowing year. 
Bitter conftraint, and fad occafion dear, 
Compells me to difturb your feafon due : 
For Lycidas is dead, dead ere his prime. 
Young Lycidas^ and hath not left his peer : 
Who would not fing for Lycidas ? he knew lo 
Himfelf to fing, and build the lofty rhyme. 
He mufi: not flote upon his watry bear 
Unwept, and welter to the parching wind. 
Without the meed of fom melodious tear. 

Begin then. Sifters of the facred well. 
That from beneath the feat of Jove doth fpring, 
Begin, and fomewhat loudly fweep the ftring. 
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Hence with denial vain, and coy excufe. 

So may fbme gentle Mufe 

With lucky words favour my deftin'd Urn, 20 

And as he paHes turn. 

And bid feir peace be to my fable flirowd. 

For we were nurft upon the felf-fame hiU, 

Fed the lame flock ; by fountain, fhade, and rill. 

Together both, ere the high Lawns appear'd 
Under the opening eye-lids of the morn. 
We drove a field, and both together heard 
What time the Gray-fiy winds her fultry horn, 
Batt*ning our flocks with the frefli dews of night. 
Oft till the Star that role, at Ev'ning, bright, 30 
Toward Heav'ns defcent had flop'd his weftering 

wheel. 
Mean while the Rural ditties were not mute, 
Temper'd to th'Oaten Flute ; 
Rough Satyrs danc'd, and Fauns with cloVn heel. 
From the glad found would not be abfent long. 
And old Damatas lov'd to hear our long. 

But O the heavy change, now thou art gon. 
Now thou art gon, and never muft return ! 
Thee Shepherd, thee the Woods, and dcfert Caves, 
With wilde Thyme and the gadding Vine o'rcgrown. 
And all their echoes mourn. 41 

The Willows, and the Hazlc Copfes green. 
Shall now no more be feen. 
Fanning their joyous Leaves to thy foft layes. 
As killing as the Canker to the Rofe, 
Or Taint-worm to the weanling Herds that graze. 
Or Froft to Flowers, that their gay wardrob wear, 
When firft the White Thorn blows ; 
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Such, Lycidast thy lofs to Shepherds ear. [deep 
Where were ye Nymphs when the remorfclefe 
Clos'do're the head of your lov'd I^cidasf ji 
For neither were ye playing on the fteep. 
Where your old Bardr, the femous Druids^ ly. 
Nor on the fhaggy top of Motia high. 
Nor yet where Deva fpreads her wilard ftream : 
Ay me, I fondly dream ! 

Had ye bin there — for what could that have don? 
What could the Mufe her felf that Orpheus bore, 
The Mufe her felf for her inchanting fon 
Whom Univerfal nature did lament, 60 

When by the rout that made the hideous roar. 
His goary vifage down the ftream was fent, 
Down the fwift Hebrus to the Lejbian Ihore. 
Alafs ! What boots it with unceflant care 
To end the homely flighted Shepherds trade. 
And ftridlly meditate the thanklefs Mufe, 
Were it not better don as others ufe. 
To fport with Amaryllis in the ftiade. 
Or with the tangles of Neards hair ? 
Fame is the fpur that the clear fpirit doth raife 70 
(That laft infirmity of Noble mind) 
To fcorn delights, and live laborious dayes ; 
But the fair Guerdon when we hope to find. 
And think to burfl out into fudden blaze. 
Comes the blind Fury with th'abhorrcd ihears. 
And flits the thin fpun life. But not the praile, 
Phcebus repli'd, and touch'd my trembling ears ; 
Fame is no plant that grows on mortal foil. 
Nor in the glifl:ering foil 
Set oiF to th'world, nor in broad rumour lies, s« 
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But lives and fpreds aloft by thofe pure eyes. 
And pcrfct witnes of all-judging Jove ; 
As he pronounces laflly on each deed. 
Of fo much fame in Heav'n expe^ thy meed. 

O Fountain Arethufey and thou honour'd floud, 
Smooth-Aiding Mincius, crown'd with vocal reeds. 
That ftniin I heard was of a higher mood : 
But now my Oat proceeds. 
And liikns to the Herald of the Sea 
That came in Neptune's plea, 90 

He alk'd the Waves, and alk'd the FcUon Winds, 
What hard mifhap hath doom'd this gentle fwain } 
And queftion'd every guft of rugged wings 
That blows from off each beaked Promontory ; 
They knew not of his ftory, 
And fage Hippotades their anfwer brings. 
That not a blaft was from his dungeon ftray'd. 
The Air was calm, and on the level brine. 
Sleek Panope with all her fifters play'd. 
It was that fatal and perfidious Bark 100 

Built in th'ecliplc, and rigg'd with curfes dark. 
That funk fo low that facred head of thine. 

Next CamuSj reverend Sire, went footing flow. 
His Mantle hairy, and his Bonnet fedge. 
Inwrought with figures dim, and on the edge 
Like to that fanguine flower infcrib'd with woe. 
Ah ; Who hath reft (quoth he) my deareft pledge ? 
Lail came, and laft did go. 
The Pilot of the Galilean lake. 
Two maify Keyes he bore of metals twain, 1 10 
(The Golden opes, the Iron {huts amain) 
He (hook his Miter'd locks, and flfirn befpake. 
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How well could I have fpar*d for thee, young fwain, 
Anow of fuch as for their bellies fake. 
Creep and intrude, and climb into the fold ? 
Of other care they little reck'ning make. 
Then how to fcramble at the (hearers feail. 
And fliove away the worthy bidden gueft ; 
Blind mouthes ! that fcarce themfelves know how 

to hold 
A Sheep-hook, or have learn'd ought els the lead 
That to the faithfull Herdmans art belongs ! m 
What recks it them ? What need they ? They arc 

fped; 
And when they lift, their lean and flafliy fongs 
Grate on their fcrannel Pipes of wretched ftraw. 
The hungry Sheep look up, and are not fed. 
But fwoln with wind, and the rank mift they draw. 
Rot inwardly, and foul contagion fpread : 
Befides what the grim Woolf with privy paw 
Daily devours apace, and nothing fed. 
But that two-handed engine at the door, ijo 

Stands ready to fmite once, and fmite no more. 

Return Alpheus, the dread voice is paft. 
That ftirunk thy ftreams ; Return Sicilian Mufe, 
And call the Vales, and bid them hither caft 
Their Bells, and Flourets of a thoufand hues. 
Ye valleys low where the milde whifpers ufe. 
Of fliades and wanton winds, and guftiing brooks, 
On whofe frefti lap the fwart Star fparely looks, 
Throw hither all your quaint enameld eyes, ij9 
That on the green terf fuck the honied Hiowres, 
And purple all the ground with vernal flowres. 
Bring the rathe Primrofe that forfaken dies. 
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The tufted Crow-toe, and pale Geffamine, 
The white Pink, and the Panfie freakt with jeat. 
The glowing Violet. 

The Mulk-rofe, and the well attir'd Woodbine, 
With.Cowflips wan that hang the penfive head. 
And every flower that fad embroidery wears : 
Bid Amarantus all his beauty fhed. 
And Daf&dillies iill their cups with tears, 150 
To ftrew the Laureat Hcrfe where Lycid lies. 
For io to interpofe a little eafe. 
Let our frail thoughts dally with ^Ife furmife. 
Ay me ! Whilft thee the fhores, and founding Seas 
"Wafti far away, where ere thy bones are hurl'd. 
Whether beyond the ftormy Hebrides 
Where thou perhaps under the whelming tide 
Vifit'ft the bottom of the monftrous world ; 
Or whether thou to our moift vows deny'd, 
Sleep'ft by the fable of Bellerus old, 160 

Where the great vifion of the guarded Mount 
Looks toward Namancos and Bayona's hold ; 
Look homeward Angel now, and melt with ruth. 
And, O ye Dolphins, waft the haples youth. 

Weep no more, woful Shepherds weep no more. 
For Lycidas your forrow is not dead. 
Sunk though he be beneath the watry floar. 
So finks the day-flar in the Ocean bed. 
And yet anon repairs his drooping head. 
And tricks his beams, and with new fpangled Ore, 
Flames in the forehead of the morning flcy : 171 
So Lycidas funk low, but mounted high, [waves 
Through the dear might of him that walk'd the 
Where other groves, and other ftreams along. 
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With Ne^ar pure his oozy Lock'B he laves. 
And hears the unexpreflive nuptial Song, 
In the bleft Kingdoms meek of joy and love. 
There entertain him all the Saints above. 
In fblemn troops, and fweet Societies 
That iing, and iinging in their glory move, 180 
And wipe the tears for ever from his eyes. 
Now Lycidas the Shepherds weep no more ; 
Henceforth thou art the Genius of the fhore. 
In thy large recompenfe, and flialt be good 
To all that wander in that perilous flood. [rills. 
Thus fang the uncouth Swain to th'Okes and 
While the ilill morn went out with Sandals gray. 
He touch'd the tender ftops of various Quills, 
With eager thought warbling his Dorick lay : 
And now the Sun had ftretch'd out all the hills. 
And now was dropt into the Weftern Bay ; 191 
At laft he rofe, and twitch'd his Mantle blew : 
To morrow to frefh Woods, and Failures new. 
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SENCE vain deluding joyes. 

The brood of folly without father bred, 
I How little you befted. 

Or fill the fixed min4 with all your toyes ; 
Dwell in fome idle brain. 

And ^ncies fond with gaudy ihapes poUefs, 
As thick and numberlefs 

As the gay motes that people the Sun Beams, 
Or likefi; hovering dreams 

The fickle Penfioners of Morpheus train. lo 

But hail thou Goddefs, fage and holy. 
Hail divineit Melancholy, 
Whofe Saintly vifage is too bright 
To hit the Senfe of human fight ; 
And therefore to our weaker view. 
Ore laid with black fiaid Wifdoms hue. 
Black, but fuch as in efieem. 
Prince Memmns fifter might befeem. 
Or that ilarr'd Ethiope Queen that ftrove 
To ict her beauties praife above 20 

The Sea Nymphs, and their powers offended. 
Yet thou art higher &r defcended, 
Thee bright-hair'd Vefia long of yore, 
To folitary Saturn bore ; 
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His daoghter (he (in Saturns raign. 

Such mixture was not held a ftain) 

Oft in glimmering Bowres, and glades 

He met her, and in fecret Oiades 

Of woody Ida's inmoft grove. 

While yet there was no fear of "Jove. 

Com pcnfive Nun, devout and pure. 

Sober, iledfaft, and demure. 

All in a robe of darkeft grain. 

Flowing with majeftick train. 

And fable ftole of Cipres Lawn, 

Over thy decent ihoulders drawn. 

Com, but keep thy wonted ftate. 

With eev'n ftep, and mufing gate. 

And looks commercing with the ikies. 

Thy rapt foul fitting in thine eyes : 

There held in holy palTion (till. 

Forget thy felf to Marble, till 

With a fad Leaden downward caft. 

Thou fix them on the earth as feft. 

And joyn with thee calm Peace, and Quiet, 

Spare Faft, that oft with gods doth diet. 

And hears the Mufes in a ring. 

Ay round about Joves Altar fing. 

And adde to thefe retired leafure. 

That in trim Gardens takes his pleafure ; 

But firft, and chiefeft, with thee bring. 

Him that yon foars on golden wing. 

Guiding the fiery-wheeled throne. 

The Cherub Contemplation, 

And the mute Silence hift along, 

'Lefs Philomel will deign a Song, 
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In her fweeteft, faddeft plight. 

Smoothing the rugged brow of night. 

While Cynthia checks her Dragon yoke, 

Gently o're th'accuftom'd Oke ; 

Sweet Bird that ihunn'ft the noife of folly, 

Moft mufical, mofl Melancholy ! 

Thte Chauntrefs oft the Woods among, 

I woo to hear thy Even-Song ; 

And miffing thee, I walk unfeen 

On the dry finooth-fhaven Green, 

To behold the wandring Moon, 

Riding neer her higheft noon. 

Like one that had bin led aftray 

Through the Heav'ns wide pathles way ; 

And oft, as if her head fhe bow'd. 

Stooping through a fleecy cloud. 

Oft on a Plat of rifing ground, 

I hear the far-off Curfeu found. 

Over fome wide-watcr'd flioar. 

Swinging flow with fuUen roar ; 

Or if the Ayr will not permit, 

Som flill removed place will fit. 

Where glowing Embers through the room 

Teach light to counterfeit a gloom. 

Far from all refort of mirth. 

Save the Cricket on the hearth. 

Or the Belmans drowfie charm. 

To blefs the dorcs from nightly harm : 

Or let my Lamp at midnight hour. 

Be feen in fome high lonely Towr, 

Where I may oft out-watch the Bear, ' 

With thrice great Hermes, or unfphear 
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The fpirit of P/ato to unfold 

What Worlds, or what vaft Regions hold 

The immortal mind that hath forfook 

Her maniion in this flefhly nook : 

And of thofe Damons that are found 

In fire, air, flood, or under ground, 

Whofe power hath a true confent 

With Planet, or with Element. 

Som time let Gorgeous Tragedy 

In Sccpter'd Pall com fwecping by, 

Prefenting Theis, or Pe/ops line. 

Or the tale of Trey divine. 

Or what (though rare) of later age. 

Ennobled hath the Bufkind ftage. 

But, O fad Virgin, that thy power 

Might raife Mufaus from his bower. 

Or bid the foul of Orpheus fing 

Such notes as warbled to the ftring. 

Drew Iron tears down Pluto's cheek. 

And made Hell grant what Love did feek. 

Or call up him that left half told 

The ftory of Cambufcan bold, 

Of CamSall, and of Algarfifct 

And who had Canace to wife. 

That own'd the vertuous Ring and Glafs, 

And of the wondrous Hors of Brafs, 

On which the "Tartar King did ride ; 

And if ought els, great Bards befidc. 

In fage and folemn tunes have fung. 

Of Turneys and of Trophies hung; 

Of Forefts, and inchantments drear. 

Where more is meant then meets the ear. 



IL PENSBROSO. 

Thus night oft fee me in thy pale career. 
Till civil-iuited Morn appeer. 
Not trickt and frounc't as flie was wont. 
With the Attick Boy to hunt. 
But CherchePt in a comely Cloud, 
While rocking Winds are Piping loud, 
Or-uiher*d with a fliower ftill, 
When the guft hath blown his fill. 
Ending on the ruffling Leaves, 
With minute drops from off the Eaves. 
And when the Sun begins to fling 
His flaring beams, me Goddels bring 
To arched walks of twilight groves. 
And fhadows brown that Sylvan loves 
Of Pine, or monumental Oake, 
Where the rude Ax with heaved ftroke. 
Was never heard the Nymphs to daunt. 
Or fright them from their hallow'd haunt. 
There in clofe covert by fome Brook, 
Where no prophaner eye may look. 
Hide me from Day's garifh eie. 
While the Bee with Honied thie. 
That at her flowry work doth fing, 
And the Waters murmuring 
With fuch confort as they keep, 
Entice the dewy-feather'd Sleep ; 
And let Ibm ilrange myfrerious dream. 
Wave at his Wings in Airy ftream. 
Of lively portrature difplay'd, 
Softly on my eye-lids laid. 
And as I wake, fweet muflck breath 
Above, about, or underneath, 
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Sent by fom fpirit to mortals good. 

Or th'unfeen Genius of the Wood. 

But let my due feet never fail. 

To walk the fhidious Cloyfters pale. 

And love the high embowed Roof, 

With antick Pillars mafly proof. 

And Aoried Windows richly dight, 

Cafting a dimm religious light. 

There let the pealing Organ blow. 

To the full voic'd C^rc below. 

In Service high, and Anthems deer. 

As may with fweetneis, through mine ear, 

Diflblvc me into extafies. 

And bring all Heav'n before mine eyes. 

And may at laft my weary age 

Find out the peacefuU hermitage. 

The Hairy Gown and Mofly Cell, 

Where I may fit and rightly fpell 

Of every Star that Heav'n doth £hew. 

And every Herb that fips the dew ; 

Till old experience do attain 

To fomething like Prophetic ftrajn. 

Thefe pleafures Melancholy give. 

And I with thee will choofc to live. 



L' Allegro. 



|ENCE loathed Melancholy 

Of CerberuSt and blacfceft midnight 
In Stygian Cave forlorn. [born, 

'Mongft horrid fhapes, and ihreiks, and fights 
Find out Ibme uncouth cell, [unholy. 

Where brooding darknefs fpreads his jealous 
And the night-Raven fings ; [wings. 

There under Ebon ihades, and lov^-brow'd Rocks, 
As ragged as thy Locks, 

In dark Cimmerian defert ever dvrell. lo 

But com thou Goddefs fair and free. 
In Hcav'n ycleap'd Euphrojyne, 
And by men, heart-eafing Mirth, 
Whom lovely Venus at a birth 
With two fiftcr Graces more 
To Ivy-crowned Bacchus bore ; 
Or whether (as fom Sager fing) 
The frolick Wind that breathes the Spring, 
Zephir with Aurora playing, 
As he met her once a Maying, lo 

There on Beds of Violets blew, 
And frefli-blown Rofes waftit in dew, 
Fill'd her with thee a daughter fair, 
So buckfom, blith, and debonair. 



114 V ALLEGRO. 

Hafle thee nymph, and bring witiii thee 

Jeft and youthful Jollity, 

Quips and Cranks, and wanton Wiles, 

Nods, and Becks, and Wreathed Smiles, 

Such as hang on Hebe's cheek. 

And love to live in dimple fleek ; 

Sport that wrincled Care derides. 

And Laughter holding both his fides. 

Com, and trip it as you go 

On the light fantaftick toe, 

And in thy right hand lead with thee. 

The Mountain Nymph, fweet Liberty ; 

And if I give thee honour due. 

Mirth, admit me of thy cruc 

To live with her, and live with thee, 

In unreproved pleafures free; 

To hear the Lark begin his flight. 

And flnging flartle the dull night. 

From his watch-towre in the fkies. 

Till the dappled dawn doth rife ; 

Then to com in fpight of forrow. 

And at my window bid good morrow. 

Through the Sweet-Briar, or the Vine, 

Or the twifted Eglantine. 

While the Cock with lively din. 

Scatters the rear of darknes thin. 

And to the ftack, or the Barn dore. 

Stoutly (Iruts his Dames before. 

Oft lift'ning how the Hounds and Horn 

Chearly roufe the flumbring mom. 

From the fide of fom Hoar Hill, 

Through the high wood echoing fhriU. 
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Som time walking not unfeen 
By Hedge-row Elms, on Hillocks green. 
Right againft the Eailern gate. 
Where the great Sun begins his ftate, 
Roab'd in flames, and Amber light. 
The clouds in thoufand Liveries dight. 
While the Plowman neer at hand, 
Whiftles ore the Furrow'd Land, 
And the Milkmaid fingeth blithe. 
And the Mower whets his fithe. 
And every Shepherd tells his tale 
Under the Hawthorn in the dale. 
Streit mine eye hath caught new pleaftires 
WhilA the Lantlkip round it meaiures, 
I Ru^t Lawns, and Fallows Gray, 
' Where the nibling flocks do flray, 
Mountains on whole barren breft 
The labouring clouds do often reft : 
Meadows trim with Dailies pide. 
Shallow Brooks, and Rivers wide. 
Towers, and Battlements it fees 
Boofom'd high in tufted Trees, 
Wher perhaps fom beauty lies. 
The Cynofure of neighbouring eyes. 
Hard by, a Cottage chimney fmokes. 
From betwixt two aged Okes, 
Where Corydon and 'Thyrfis met. 
Are at their favory dinner fet 
Of Hearbs, and other Country Mefles, 
Which the neat-handed Fhillis drefles ; 
And then in hafte her Bowre flie leaves. 
With Thejiylis to bind the Sheaves ; 
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Or if the earlier feafon lead 

To the Unn'd Haycock in the Mead, 

Some times with fccure delight 

The up-land Hamlets will invite. 

When the merry Bells ring round. 

And the jocond rebecks found 

To many a youth, and many a maid. 

Dancing in the Chequer'd ihade ; 

And young and old com forth to play 

On a Sunftiine Holyday, 

Till the live-long day-light fail. 

Then to the Spicy Nut-brown Ale, 

With ftories told of many a feat. 

How Faery Mab the junkets eat. 

She was pincht, and pull'd ihe fed. 

And by the Friars Lanthorn led 

Tells how the drudging Goblin fwet. 

To ern his Cream-bowle duly fet. 

When in one night, ere glimps of morn. 

His ihadowy Flale hath threfh'd the Corn, 

That ten day-labourers could not end. 

Then lies him down the Lubbar Fend. 

And ftretch'd out all the Chimney's length. 

Balks at the fire his hairy flrength ; 

And Crop-full out of dores he flings. 

Ere the firft Cock his Mattin rings. 

Thus done the Tales, to bed they creep. 

By whifpering Winds foon luU'd afleep. 

Towred Cities pleafe us then. 

And the buiie humm of men. 

Where throngs of Knights and Barons bold. 

In weeds of Peace high triumphs hold. 
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With ftore of Ladies, whofe bright eies 

Rain iofluence, and judge the prife. 

Of Wit, or Arms, while both contend 

To win her Grace, whom all commend. 

There let Hymen oft appear 

In Saffron robe, with Taper clear. 

And pomp, and feaft, and revelry. 

With malk, and antique Pageantry, 

Such fights as youthful Poets dream 

On Summer ceves by haunted ftream. 

Then to the well-trod ftage anon, 

li yonfons learned Sock be on, 

Or Iweeteft Sfiakefpear fancies childe, 

Warble his native Wood-notes wilde. 

And ever againft eating Cares, 

Lap me in foft Lydian Aires, 

Married to immortal verfe 

Such as the meeting foul may pierce 

In notes, with many a winding bout 

Of lincked fweetnefs long drawn out. 

With wanton heed, and giddy cunning. 

The melting voice through mazes running; 

Untwifting all the chains that ty 

The hidden foul of harmony. 

That Orpheus felf may heave his head 

From golden flumber on a bed 

Of heapt Klyfian flowres, and hear 

Such ftreins as would have won the ear 

Of P/uto, to have quite fet free 

His half regain'd Eurydice. 

Thefe delights, if thou canfl give. 

Mirth with thee, I mean to hvc. 



Arcades. 

Part of an Entertainment prefented to the Countefs 
Dowager of Darby at Harefield, fyjbme Noble 
Perfons of her Family ^ who appear on the Scene in 
Pajioral Habit, moving toward the feat of State, 
with this Song. 

I. SONG. 

nOOK Nymphs, and Shepherds look. 
What fudden blaze of Majefty 
Is that which we from hence defcry 
Too divine to be miftook : 

This this is fhe 
To whom our vows and wifties bend, 
Heer our folemn fearch hath end. 
Fame that her high worth to raife, 
Seem'd erft fo lavilh and profufc. 
We may juftly now accufe lo 

Of detradlion from her praife, 

Lefs then half we find expreft. 

Envy bid conceal the reft. 
Mark what radiant ftate fhe fpreds. 
In circle round her (hining throne. 
Shooting her beams like iilver threds. 
This this is fhe alone. 
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Sitting like a Goddcs bright. 

In the center of her light. 
Might (he the wife Latona be, 20 

Or the towred Cybele^ 
Mother of a hundred gods ; 
Juno dare's not give her odds ; 

Who had thought this clime had held 

A deity fo unparalel'd ? 

As they comforwardf the Genius of the Wood appears t 

and turning toward them, /peaks. 
Gen. Stay gentle Swains, for though in this diiguife, 
I fee bright honour fparkle through your eyes. 
Of famous Arcady ye are, and fprung 
Of that renowned flood, fo often fung. 
Divine Alpheus, who by fecret flufc, 30 

Stole under Seas to meet his Arethufe ; 
And ye the breathing Rofes of the Wood, 
Fair filver-builcin'd Nymphs as great and good, 
I know this quefl of yours, and free intent 
Was all in honour and devotion ment 
To the great Miftres of yon princely ihrine. 
Whom with low reverence I adore as mine. 
And with all helpful fervice will comply 
To further this nights glad folemnity ; 
And lead ye where ye may more near behold 40 
What ihallow-fearching Fame hath left untold ; 
Which I full oft amidft thefe ihades alone 
Have fate to wonder at, and gaze upon : 
For know by lot from Jove I am the powr 
Of this feir Wood, and live in Oak'n bowr. 
To nurfe the Saplings tall, and curl the grove. 
With Ringlets quaint; and wanton windings wove. 
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And all my Plants I fave from nightly ill. 

Of noifom winds, and blaiHng vapours chill. 

And from the Boughs brufh off the evil dew, so 

And heal the harms of thwarting thunder blew. 

Or what the crofs dire-looking Planet fmites. 

Or hurtfull Worm with canker'd venom bites. 

When Ev'ning gray doth rife, I fetch my round 

Over the mount, and all this hallow'd ground ; 

And early ere the odorous breath of morn 

Awakes the flumbring leaves, or taffeld horn 

Shakes the high thicket, haile I all about. 

Number my ranks, and vifit every fprout 59 

With puilTant words, and murmurs made to blefs. 

But els in deep of night when drowfines 

Hath lock't up mortal fenfe, then liflen I 

To the celeftial Sirens harmony, 

That At upon the nine enfolded Sphears, 

And ling to thofe that hold the vital fliears. 

And turn the Adamantine fpindle round. 

On which the fate of gods and men is wound. 

Such fweet compuliion doth in mufick ly. 

To lull the daughters of Necejfity, 

And keep unfteddy Nature to her law, 70 

And the low world in meafur'd motion draw 

After the heavenly tune, which none can hear 

Of human mould with grofs unpurged ear ; 

And yet fuch mufick worthieft were to blaze 

The peerles height of her immortal praife, 

Whofe luftre leads us, and for her moft fit. 

If my inferior hand or voice could hit 

Inimitable founds, yet as we go. 

What ere the flcill of leffer gods can ftiow, 

I will aflay, her worth to celebrate, 80 
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And fo attend ye toward her glittering ftate ; 
Where ye may all that are of noble ftemm 
Approach» and kifs her facred veftures hemm. 

2. SONG. 

O're the finooth enamel'd green 
Where no print of ftep hath been. 

Follow me as I fing, 

And touch the warbled ftring. 
Under the fhady roof 
Of branching Elm-Star-proof. 

Follow me, 
I will bring you where (he fits 
Clad in fplendor as befits 

Her deity. 
' Such a rural Queen 
All Arcadia hath not feen. 

3. SONG. 

Nymphs and Shepherds dance no more 
By fandy hadons Lillied banks, 
On old Lycaus or Cyllene hoar, 

Trip no more in twilight ranks. 
Though Erymanth your lofs deplore, 

A better foyl Ihall give ye thanks. 
From the ftony Manalus, 
Bring your Flocks, and live with us. 
Here ye Ihall have greater grace. 
To ferve the Lady of this place. 

Though Syrinx your Pans Miftrefs were. 

Yet Syrinx well might wait on her. 
Such a rural Queen 

All Arcadia hath not feen. 



Mifcellaneous Poems. 




Anno setatis 17. 

On the Death of a fair Infant 

dying of a Cough. 

I. 

FAIREST flower no fooner blown but 
blafted. 
Soft filken Primrofe fading timelefllie» 
Summers chief honour if thou hadft out-lafted. 
Bleak winters force that made thy bloflbme drie ; 
For he being amorous on that lovely die 

That did thy cheek envermeil, thought to kifs 
But kiird alas, and then bewayl'd his fatal blifs. 

2. 
For fincc grim Aquilo his charioter 
By boiftrous rape th'Athenian damfel got. 
He thought it toucht his Deitie full neer, 10 

If likewife he fome fair one wedded not. 
Thereby to wipe away th'infamous blot. 

Of long-uncoupled bed, and childlefs eld. 
Which 'mongft the wanton gods a foul reproach 
was held. 
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3- 
So mounting up in ycie-pearled carr. 
Through middle empire, of the freezing aire 
He wanderd long, till thee he ipy'd fi-om farr. 
There ended was his queft, there ceaft his care. 
Down he delcended from his Snow-foft chaire. 

But all unwares with his cold-kind embrace 20 
Unhous'd thy Virgin Soul fromher fair biding place. 

4- 
Yet art thou not inglorious in thy fate ; 
For ib ApoUot with unwecting hand 
Whilome did flay his dearly-loved mate 
Young Hyacinth born on Eurotds ftrand 
Young Hyacinth the pride of Spartan land ; 

But then transform'd him to a purple flower 
Alack that fo to change thee winter had no power. 

5- 
Yet can I not perfwade me thou art dead 
Or that thy coarfe corrupts in earths dark wombe. 
Or that thy beauties lie in wormie bed, 31 

Hid from the world in a low delved tombe ; 
Could Heav'n for pittie thee fo ftriiftly doom ? 
Oh no ? for fomething in thy face did fliine 
Above mortalitie that ihew'd thou wall divine. 

6. 
Refolve me then oh Soul moft furely bleft 
(If fo it be that thou thefe plaints doft hear) 
Tell me bright Spirit where e're thou hovereft 
Whether above that high firft-moving Spheare 
Or in the Elifian fields (if fuch there were.) 40 
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Oh iay me true if thou wert mortal wight 
And why from us fb quickly thou didft take thy flight 

7- 
Wert thou fbme Starr which from the ruin'd roofe 

Of (hak't Olympus by mifchance didfl fall ; 

Which carefull Jove in natures true behoofe 

Took up, and in fit place did reinfbdl ? 

Or did of late earths Sonnes befiege the wall 

Of fheenie Heav'n, and thou fbme goddefs fled 

Amongft us here below to hide thy nedar'd head. 

8. 

Or wert thou that juft Maid who once before 50 
Forfook the hated earth, O tell me footh 
And cam'ft again to vifit us once more ? 
Or wert thou that fweet fmiling Youth ! 
Or that crown'd Matron fage white-robed truth ? 
Or any other of that heav'nly brood [good. 
Let down in clowdie throne to do the world fome 

9- 
Or wert thou of the golden- winged hoaft. 

Who having clad thy felf in humane weed. 

To earth from thy praefixed feat didfl poafl. 

And after fhort abode flie back with fpeed, 60 

As if to fhew what creatures Heav*n doth breed. 

Thereby to fet the hearts of men on fire 

To fcorn the fordid world, and unto Heav*n afpire. 

10. 
But oh why didft thou not flay here below 
To blefs us with thy heav*n-lov'd innocence. 
To flake his wrath whom fin hath made our foe 
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To turn Swift-ruihing black perdition hence. 
Or drive away the flaughtering peftilence. 

To ftand 'twixt us and our deferved finart 
But thou canft beft perform that office where thou 
art. 70 

II. 
Then thou the mother of fo fweet a child 
Her ^fe imagln'd lols ceafe to lament. 
And wifely learn to curb thy forrows wild ; 
Think what a prefent thou to God haft fent. 
And render him with patience what he lent ; 
This if thou do he will an off-fpring give. 
That till the worlds laft-cnd fhall make thy name 
to live. 



Anno ^tatis 19. 

At a Vacation Exercife in the CoUedge, 
part Latin, part Englijh. The Latin 
fpeeches ended, the Englijh thus began. 

J AIL native Language, that by iinews weak 
Didft move my firft endeavouring tongue 
to fpeak. 

And mad'ft imperfeft words with childifli tripps. 
Half unpronounc't. Hide through my infant-lipps. 
Driving dum filence from the portal dore, 
Where he had mutely fate two years before : 
Here I falute thee and thy pardon afk, 
That now I ufe thee in my latter taflc : 
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Small \o& it is that thence can come unto thee, 

I know my tongue but little Grace can do thee : 

Thou needft not be ambitious to be firi^ n 

Believe me I have thither packt the worft : 

And» if it happen as I did forecaft» 

The dainteft diflies fhall be ferv'd up laft. 

I pray thee then deny me not thy aide 

For this fame fmall negleft that I have made : 

But hafte thee flrait to do me once a Pleafure, 

And from thy wardrope bring thy chiefeA treafure; 

Not thoie new fangled toys» and triming flight 

Which takes our late fantafticks with delight, lo 

But cull thofe richeft Robes, and gay*ft attire 

Which deepeft Spirits, and choiceft Wits deiire : 

I have fome naked thoughts that rove about 

And loudly knock to have their pal^ge out ; 

And wearie of their place do only ftay 

Till thou haft deck't them in thy beft aray ; 

That fo they may without fufpedt or fears 

Fly (wiftly to this fair Aflembly's ears ; 

Yet I had rather if I were to chufe. 

Thy fervice in fome graver fubjeft ufe, 30 

Such as may make thee fearch thy coffers round. 

Before thou cloath my fancy in fit found : 

Such where the deep tranfported mind may ibare 

Above the wheeling poles, and at Heav'ns dorc 

Look in, and fee each blifsful Deitie 

How he before the thunderous throne doth lie, 

Liftening to what unfliorn Apollo fings 

To th'touch of golden wires, while Hebe brings 

Immortal Nedlar to her Kingly Sire : 39 

Then paffing through the Spherfe of watchiiil fire. 
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And miftie Regions of wide air next under. 
And hills of Snow and lofts of piled Thunder, 
May tell at length how green-cy'd Neptune raves. 
In Heav'ns deiiance muflering all his waves ; 
Then fing of fecret things that came to pafs 
When Beldam Nature in her cradle was ; 
And laft of Kings and Queens and Hero's old. 
Such as the wife Demodocus once told 
In folemn Songs at King Alcimus feaft. 
While fad Vnjfes foul and all the reft j" 

Are held with his melodious harmonic 
In willing chains and fweet captivitie. 
But fie my wandring Mufe how thou doft Aray ! 
Expe<Sance calls thee now another way. 
Thou know'ft it muft be now thy only bent 
To keep in compafs of thy Predicament : 
Then quick about thy purpos'd bufmefs come. 
That to the next I may refign my Roome. 

Then Ens is reprefented as "Father of the Pradica- 
ments his ten Sons, whereof the Eldeji food for 
Subftance neith his Canons^ which Ens ihusfpeak- 
ingy explains. 
Good luck befriend thee Son ; for at thy birth 
The Faiery Ladies daunc't upon the hearth ; 60 
Thy drowfie Nurfe hath fworn flic did them fple 
Come tripping to the Room where thou didft lie ; 
And fweetly linging round about thy Bed 
Strew all their blcflings on thy fleeping Head. 
She heard them give thee this, that thou fliould'ft 
From eyes of mortals walk invifible, [ftill 

Yet there is fomething that doth force my fear. 
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For once it was my diimal hap to hear 

A Sybil old, bow-bent with crooked age. 

That fer events fiiU wifely could pre^ige, 7» 

And in times long and dark Profpedivc Glais 

Fore-^w what future dayes fhould bring to pafi. 

Your Son, faid fhe, (nor can you it prevent) 

Shall fubjeft be to many an Accident. 

O're all his Brethren he {hall Reign as King, 

Yet every one ihall make him underling. 

And thofe that cannot live &om him afunder 

Ungratefully fliall ftrive to keep him under. 

In worth and excellence he fliall out-go them. 

Yet being above them, he fliall be below them ; to 

From others he flial] fland in need of nothing. 

Yet on his Brothers fliall depend for Cloathing. 

To find a Foe it fliall not be his hap. 

And peace fliall lull him in her flowry lap ; 

Yet fliall he live in ftrife, and at his dorc 

Devouring war fliall never ceafe to roare : 

Yea it fliall be his natural property 

To harbour thofe that are at enmity. 

What power, what force, what mighty ipell, if not 

Your learned hands, can loofe this Gordian knot? 

The next Quantity and Quality, j^-t^ in Profe^ 
then Relation was calfd by his Name, 

Rivers arife ; whether thou be the Son, 91 

Of utmoft Tweed, or Oofe, or gulphie Dun, 
Or Trent, who like fome earth-born Giant fpreads 
His thirty Armes along the indented Meads, 
Or fuUen Mole that runneth underneath. 
Or Severn fwift, guilty of Maidens death. 
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Or Rockie Avon, or of Sedgie Lee^ 

Or Coaly fine, or antient hollowed Dee^ 

Or Humber loud that keeps the Scythians Name, 

Or Mehoay finooth, or Royal Towred Thame, 100 

The reji was Profe. 



On the Morning of Chrift's 

Nativity. 



^HIS is the Month, and this the happy 

morn 
' Wherein the Sonof Heav'nseternalKing, 
Of wedded Maid, and Virgin Mother born, 
Our great Redemption from above did bring; 
For fo the holy Sages once did fing. 

That he our deadly forfeit fliould relcafe. 
And with his Father work us a perpetual peace. 

2. 
That glorious Form, that Light unfufierable. 
And that for-beaming blaze of Majefty, 9 

Wherewith he wont at Heav'ns high Councel- 
To fit the midft of Trinal Unity, [Table, 

He laid afide ; and here with us to be, 

Forfook the Courts of cverlafting Day, 
And chofe with us a darkfom Houfe of mortal Clay. 

3- 
Say Heav'niy Mufe, (hall not thy lacred vein 
Afford a Prefent to the Infant God ? 
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Haft thou no verfc, no hymn, or iblemn ftrein> 
To welcome him to this his new abode. 
Now while the Heav'n by the Suns team untrod. 

Hath took no print of the approaching light» 20 
And all the fpangled hoft keep watch in fquadrons 
bright ? 

4- 
See how from &r upon the Eaftern rode 
The Star-led Wiiards hafte with odoufs Iweet, 
O run, prevent them with thy humble ode. 
And lay it lowly at his blelled feet ; 
Have thou the honour firft, thy Lord to greet. 

And joyn thy voice unto the Angel Quire, 
From out his fecret Altar toucht with hallow'd fire. 



THE HTMN. 

I. 
It was the Winter wilde. 
While the Heav'n-bom childe, 30 

All meanly wrapt in the rude manger lies ; 
Nature in awe to him 
Had dofFt her gawdy trim. 

With her great Mafter fo to fympathize : 
It was no feafon then for her 
To wanton with the Sun her lufty Paramour. 

2. 
Only with fpeeches fair 
She woo's the gentle Air 

To hide her guilty front with innocent Snow, 
And on her naked {hame, 40 
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Pollute with iinfull blame. 

The Saintly Veil of Maiden white to throw. 
Confounded, that her Makers eyes 
Should look io near upon her foul deformities. 

3- 
But he her fears to ceafe; 
Sent down the meek-ey'd Peace, 

She crown'd with Olive green,camc foftly Aiding 
Down through the turning fphear 
His ready Harbinger, 

With turtle wing the amorous clouds dividing. 
And waving wide her mirtle wand, 51 

She ftrikes a univerfal Peace through Sea and Land. 

4. 
No War, or Battels found 
Was heard the World around 

The idle Spear and Shield were high up hung. 
The hooked Chariot ftood 
Unftain'd with hofUle blood. 

The Trumpet fpake not to the armed throng. 
And Kings fate Aill with awfiill eye. 
As if they furely knew their fovran Lord was by. 

5- 
But peaceful! was the night 61 

Wherein the Prince of light 

His raign of peace upon the earth began : 
The Winds with wonder whifl. 
Smoothly the waters kift, 

Whifpering new joyes to the milde Ocean, 
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Who now hath quite forgot to rave, [wave. 

While Birds of Cahn fit broodiDg on the charmed 

6. 
The Stars with deep amaze 
Stand fixt in ftedfaft gaze, 70 

ficnding one way their pretious influence. 
And will not take their flight. 
For all the morning light. 

Or Lucifer that often warn'd them thence ; 
But in their glimmering Orhs did glow, 
UndU their Lord himielf befpake, and bid them go. 

7- 
And though the fliady gloom 
Had given day her room. 

The Sun himfelf with>held his wonted fpeed. 
And hid his head for fliame, 80 

As his inferiour flame. 

The new enlightn'd world no more fliould need ; 
He faw a greater Sun appear [bear. 

Then his bright Throne, or burning Axletree could 



The Shepherds on the Lawn, 
Or ere the point of dawn, 

Sate Amply chatting in a ruftick row ; 
Full little thought they than. 
That the mighty Pan 

Was kindly come to live with them below ; 90 
Perhaps their loves, or elfe their fheep. 
Was ^1 that did their filly thoughts fo bufie keep. 
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9- 

When fuch mufick fweet 
Their hearts and ears did greet. 

As never was by mortal finger ftrook, 
Divinely-warbl'd voice 
Anfwering the ftringcd noife. 

As all their fouls in blifsfull rapture took : 
The Air fuch pleafure loth to lofe, [dofe. 

With thoufand echo's ftill prolongs each heav'nly 



Nature that heard fuch found 101 

Beneath the hollow round 

Of Cynthia's feat, the Airy region thrilling. 
Nor was almoft won 
To think her part was done. 

And that her reign had here its laft fulfilling ; 
She knew fuch harmony alone 
Could hold all Heav'n and Earth in happier union. 

1 1. 
At laft furrounds their fight 
A Globe of circular light, no 

That with long beams the fliame-fac't night ar- 
Thc helmed Cherubim [ray'd. 

And fworded Seraphim, 

Are feen in glittering ranks with wings difplaid» 
Harping in loud and folemn quire, 
With uncxprcifivc notes to Heav'ns new-born Heir. 

12. 
Such Mufick (as 'tis faid) 
Before was never made. 
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But when of old the (bns of morning fung» 
While the Creator great i«> 

His Conftellations fet. 

And the well-ballanc't world on hinges hung» 
And caft the dark foundations deep» [keep. 

And bid the weltring waves their oo:^ channel 

Ring out ye Cryftall fphears» 
Once blefs our humane ears» 

(If ye have power to touch our fenies fo) 
And let your filver chime 
Move in melodious time ; 

And let the Bafe of Heav'ns deep Organ blow. 
And with your ninefold harmony 151 

Make up full confort to th*Angelike fymphony. 

, 14. 
For if fuch holy Song 
Enwrap our fancy long. 

Time will run back, and fetch the age of gold. 
And fpeckl*d vanity 
Will ficken foon and die. 

And leprous fin will melt from earthly mould. 
And Hell it felf will pafs away. 
And leave her dolorous manfions to the peering day. 

Yea Truth, and Juftice then 141 

Will down return to men, 

Orb'd in a Rain-bow ; and like glories wearing 
Mercy will fit between. 
Throned in Celeftial flieen. 
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With radiant feet the tiflucd cloudsdownftearing, 
And Heav'n as at fome Feftivall, 
Will open wide the Gates of her high Palace Hall, 

16. 
But wifeft Fate fayes no. 
This muft not yet be fo, 1 so 

The Babe lies yet in fmiling Infancy» 
That on the bitter crofs 
Muft redeem our lofs ; 

So both himfelf and us to gloriiie : 
Yet firft to -thofe ychain'd in fleep, [the deep. 
The wakeiul trump of doom muft thunder through 

With fuch a horrid clang 

As on mount Sinai rang [brake : 

While the red fire, and fmouldring clouds out 
The aged Earth agaft 160 

With terrour of that blaft. 

Shall from the furface to the center ftiake ; 
When at the worlds laft feffion, [throne. 

The dreadful Judge in middle Air ftiall ipread his 

18. 
And then at laft our blifs 
Full and perfct is. 

But now begins ; for from this happy Day 
Th'old Dragon under ground 
In ftraiter limits bound. 

Not half fo &r cafts his ufurped fway, 170 

And wroth to fee his Kingdom iail, 
Swindges the fcaly Horrour of his foulded tail. 
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19, 
The Oracles are dum. 
No voice or hideous humm 

Runs through the arched roof in words deceiving. 
Apollo from his fhrine 
Can no more divine. 

With hollow fhreik the fteep of Delphos leaving. 
No nightly trance, or breathed fpell, 179 

Infpires the pale-ey*d Prieft from the prophetic cell. 

2o. 
The lonely mountains o*re. 
And the refounding (hore, 

A voice of weeping heard, and loud lament; 
From haunted fpring, and dale 
Edg*d with poplar pale. 

The parting Genius is with fighing fent. 
With flowre-inwov'n treffes torn [moum. 

The Nimphs in twilight fhade of tangled thickets 

21. 
In confecrated Earth, 
And on the holy Hearth, 190 

The Larsy and Lemures moan with midnight 
In Urns, and Altars round, [plaint, 

A drear and dying found 

Affrights the Flamins at their fervice quaint ; 
And the chill Marble feems to fweat. 
While each peculiar power forgoes his wonted feat 

22. 

PeoKy and Baalim^ 

Forfake their Temples dim. 
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With that twice batter'd god of PaleJUrUy 
And mooned AJhtaroth^ 200 

Heav'ns Queen and Mother both. 

Now fits not girt with Tapers holy fliine, 
The Libyc Hammon fiirinks his horn, [mourn. 
In vain the Tyrian Maids their wounded Thamuz 

23- 
And fuUen Moloch fled. 
Hath left in (hadows drcd. 

His burning Idol all of blackefl hue ; 
In vain with Cymbals ring, 
They call the grifly King, 

In difmal dance about the furnace blue; no 
The brutifh gods of Nile as faft, 
Ifis and Orus, and the Dog Anubis hall. 

24. 
Nor is OJiris feen 
In Memphian Grove, or Green, 

Trampling the unihowr'd Grafs with lowings 
Nor can he be at refl [loud : 

Within his facred cheft. 

Naught but profounded Hell can be his fhroud. 
In vain with Timbrel'd Anthems dark 
The fable-ftoled Sorcerers bear his worfliipt Ark. 

25- 
He feels from "Judds Land 331 

The dredded Infants hand. 

The rayes of Bethlehem blind his duflcy eyn ; 
Nor all the Gods befide. 
Longer dare abide. 
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Not Typkon huge ending in Inakj twine : 
Our Babe to fhew his Godhead true, [crew. 

Can in his Iwadling bands controul the damned 

26. 
So when the Sun in bed» 
Curtain'd with cloudy red, 230 

Pillows his chin upon an Orient wave. 
The flocking fhadows pale. 
Troop to th'infemal Jail, 

Each fettered Ghoft flips to his fevcral grave. 
And the yellow-ikirted Fayes, [maze. 

Flyafter the Night- fteeds, leaving their Moon-lov'd 

27. 
But fee the Virgin bleft. 
Hath laid her Babe to reft. [ing, 

Time is our tedious Song fhould here have end- 
Heav'ns youngeft teemed Star, «40 

Hath fixt her poliiht Car, [ing : 

Her deeping Lord with Handmaid Lamp attend- 
And all about the Courtly Stable, 
Bright-harneft Angels fit in order fcrviceable. 



The Paffion. 



5 RE- WHILE of Mufick, and Ethereal 
mirth, [ring. 

Wherewith the ftageof Ayr and Earth did 
And joyous news of hcav'nly In^ts birth,. 
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My mufe with Angels did divide to Ung ; 
But headlong joy is ever on the wing. 

In Wintry foUHcc like the Ihortn'd light 
Soon» fwallow'd up in dark and long out-living 
night. 

2. 
For now to forrow muft I tune my fong» 
And fet my Harp to notes of iaddell wo» 
Which on our deareft Lord did leaie cr*e long> 10 
Dangers, and fnares, and wrongs, and worfe then fo. 
Which he for us did freely undergo. 

Moft perfeft Heroe^ try'd in heavicft plight 
Of labours huge and hard, too hard for human 
wight. 

3- 
He fov'ran Priefl ftooping his regal head 
That dropt with odorous oil down his fair eyes, 
Foor fleihly Tabernacle entered, 
His Harry front low-rooft beneath the ikies ; 
O what a ma/k was there, what a difguife ! 19 

Yet more ; the ftroke of death he muft abide. 
Then lies him meekly down faft by his Brethrens 
iide. 

4- 
Thefe lateft fcenes confine my roving vers. 
To this Horizon is my Phcebus bound ; 
His Godlike a<Ss ; and his temptations fierce. 
And farmer fuiferings other where are found ; 
Loud o're the reft Cremona's Trump doth found ; 

Me ibfter airs befit, and fofter ftrings 
OfLutc, or Viol ftill, more apt for mournful things. 
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5- 
Befriend me night beft Patronefs of grief. 
Over the Pole thy thickeft mantle throw, 30 

And work my flattered fancy to belief, * 

That Heav'n and Earth are coloured with my wo ; 
My forrows are too dark for day to know : 

The leaves fhould all be black wheron I write, 
And letters where my tears have waiht a wannifh 
white. 

6. 

See fee the Chariot, and thofe rufhing wheels. 
That whirFd the Prophet up at Chebar flood. 
My fpirit fom tranfporting Cherub feels. 
To bear me where the Towers of Salem fiood. 
Once glorious Towers, now funk in guiltlefs blood; 
There doth my foul in holy vifion fit 41 

In penfive trance, and anguifh, and ecftatick fit. 

7- 
Mine eye hath found that fad Sepulchral rock 
That was the Cafket of Heav'ns richeft ftore. 
And here though grief my feeble hands up lock, 
Yet on the foftned Quarry would I fcore 
My plaining vers as lively as before ; 

For fure fo well inftrudled are my tears. 
That they would fitly fall in ordered Charadters. 

8. 

■ 

Or fhould I thence hurried on viewles wing, 50 
Take up a weeping on the Mountains wilde. 
The gentle neighbourhood of grove and fpring 
Would foon unbofom all their Echoes milde. 
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And I (for grief is eafily beguild) 

Might think th'infeiflion of my forrows loud. 
Had got a race of mourners on fom pregnant cloud. 

This Su&jeSl the Author finding to be abtyue the 
yeers he had, -when he wrote it, and nothing 
fatisfi'd with what was begun, left it unfinifiit. 



On Time. 

» LY envious TVJwf ,till thou run out thy race» 
, Call on the lazy leaden-ilepping hours, 
[ Whofe fpeed is but the heavy Plummets 
pace ; 

And glut thy felf with what thy womb devours. 
Which is no more then what is &lfe and vain. 
And meerly mortal drofs ; 
So little is our lofs. 
So little is thy gain. 

For when as each thing bad thou hail entomb'd. 
And laft of all thy greedy felf confum'd, 10 

Then long Eternity Ihall greet our blifs 
With an individual kifs ; 
And Joy {hall overtake us as a flood. 
When every thing that is fincerely good 
. And pcrfed:ly divine. 
With Truth, and Peace, and Love Ihall ever fliine 
About the fupreme Throne 
Of him, t'whofe happy-making fight alone. 
When once our heav'nly-guided foul Ihall clime. 
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Then all this Earthy grofhefs quit, to 

Attir'd with Stars, we (hall for ever fit. 

Triumphing over Death, and Chance, and thee 
O Time. 




Upon the Circumcifion. 

E flaming Powers, and winged Warriours 
bright, [fong 

That erft with Mufick, and triumphant 
Firfl heard by happy watchful Shepherds ear^ 
So fweetly fung your Joy the Clouds along 
Through the foft filence of the lifl'ning night; 
Now mourn, and if fad fliare with us to bear 
Your fiery eflence can diflill no tear. 
Burn in your fighs, and borrow 
Seas wept from our deep fbrrow. 
He who with all Heav'ns heraldry whilear lo 
Enter'd the world, now bleeds to give us eafc ; 
Alas, how foon our fin 
Sore doth begin 

His infancy to feafe ! 
O more exceeding love or law more juft ? 
Juft law indeed, but more exceeding love ! 
For we by rightful doom remediles 
Were loft in death, till he that dwelt above 
High thron'd in fecret blifs, for us frail duft 
Emptied his glory, ev'n to nakednes ; 20 

And that great Covenant which we ftill tranigrefs 
Intirely fatisfi'd, 
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And the full wrath befide 
* Of vengeful Jufticc bore for our excefs. 
And feals obedience firft with wounding fmart 
This day, but O ere long 
Huge pangs and ftrong 

Will pierce more near his heart. 



At a folemn Mufick. 

SLEST pair of Sirens, pledges of Heav'ns 
joy, [and Vers, 

Sphear-born harmonious Sifters, Voice, 
Wed your divine founds, and mixt power employ 
Dead things with inbreath'd fenfe able to pierce. 
And to our high-rais'd phantafie prefcnt. 
That undifturbed Song of pure concent. 
Ay fung before the faphire-colour'd throne 
To him that fits thereon 
With Saintly fliout, and iblemn Jubily, 
Where the bright Seraphim in burning row 10 
Their loud up-lifted Angel trumpets blow. 
And the Cherubick hoft in thoufand quires 
Touch their immortal Harps of golden wires. 
With thofe juft Spirits that wear viftorious Palms, 
Hymns devout and holy Pfitlms 
Singing everlaftingly ; 
That we on Earth with undilcording voice 
May rightly anfwer that melodious noife ; 
As once we did, till difproportion'd fin 
Jarr'd againft natures chime, and with har/h din 
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Broke the fair mufick that all creatures made 21 

To their great Lord, whofe love their motion fway'd * 

In perfet Diapafon, whilft they flood 

In firft obedience, and their flate of good. 

O may we foon again renew that Song, 

And keep in tune with Heav'n, till God ere long 

To his celeftial confbrt us unite. 

To live with him, and fing in endles mom of light. 




An Epitaph on the Marchionefs of 

Winchefter. 

HIS rich Marble doth enterr 
The honoured Wife of Winchefter^ 
A Vicounts daughter, an Earls heir, 

Befides what her vertues fair 

Added to her noble birth. 

More then fhe could own from Earth. 

Summers three times eight fave one 

She had told, alafs too foon. 

After fo fhort time of breath. 

To houfe with darknefs, and with death. 10 

Yet had the number of her days 

Bin as compleat as was her praife. 

Nature and fate had had no ftrife 

In giving limit to her life. 

Her high birth, and her graces fweet. 

Quickly found a lover meet ; 

The Virgin quire for her requeft 

The God that fits at marriage feaft ; 
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He at their invoking came 

But with a fcarce-weHighted flame ; 20 

And in his Garland as he flood. 

Ye might difcern a Cyprefs bud. 

Once had the early Matrons run 

To greet her of a lovely fon. 

And nov^r vsrith fecond hope fhe goes. 

And calls Lucina to her throws ; 

But whether by mifchance or blame 

Atropos for Lucina came ; 

And with remorfles cruelty, 

SpoiPd at once both fruit and tree : 30 

The haples Babe before his birth 

Had burial, yet not laid in earth. 

And the languifht Mothers Womb 

Was not long a living Tomb. 

So have I feen fome tender flip 

Sav'd with care from Winters nip. 

The pride of her carnation train, 

Pluck't up by fom unheedy fwain. 

Who onely thought to crop the flowr 

New (hot up from vernal (howr ; 4^ 

But the fair bloflbm hangs the head 

Side-ways as on a dying bed. 

And thofe Pearls of dew fhe wears. 

Prove to be prefaging tears 

Which the fad morn had let fall 

On her hafl'ning funerall. 

Gentle Lady may thy grave 

Peace and quiet ever have ; 

After this thy travel fore 

Sweet refl feafe thee evermore, 5^ 
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That to give the world encreafe, 

Shortned haft thy own lives leafe ; 

Here, befides the forrowing 

That thy noble Houfe doth bring. 

Here be tears of perfe(ft moan 

Weept for thee in Helicon, 

And fom Flowers, and fome Bays, 

For thy Hears to ftrew the ways. 

Sent thee from the banks of Came, 

Devoted to thy vertuous name ; 60 

Whilft thou bright Saint high fit'ft in glory. 

Next her much like to thee in ftory. 

That fair Syrian Shepherdefs, 

Who after yeers of barrennefs. 

The highly favour'd Jo/eph bore 

To him that ferv'd for her before, 

And at her next birth much like thee. 

Through pangs fled to felicity. 

Far within the boofom bright 

Of blazing Majefty and Light, 70 

There with thee, new welcom Saint, 

Like fortunes may her foul acquaint. 

With thee there clad in radiant fheen. 

No Marchionefs, but now a Queen. 
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^M 



Song. On May Morning. 

\ OW the bright morning Star, Dayes har- 
binger, [with her 
Comes dancing from the Eaft, and leads 
The Flowry May^ who from her green lap throws 
The yellow Cowflip, and the pale Primrofe. 
Hail bounteous May that doil: infpire 
Mirth and youth and warm deiire. 
Woods and Groves are of thy drefling, 
Hill and Dale doth boaft thy bleffing. 
Thus we ^lute thee with our early Song, 
And welcom thee, and wilh thee long. lo 



On Shake/pear, 1630. 

wHAT needs my Shakejpear for his ho- 
nour'd Bones, 
The labour of an age in piled Stones, 
Or that his hallow'd reliques fliould be hid 
Under a Star-ypointing Pyramid? 
Dear fon of memory, great heir of Fame, 
What need'ft thou fuch weak witnefs of thy name ? 
Thou in our wonder and ailoniHiment 
Haft built thy felf a live-long Monument. 
For whilft to th'fhame of flow-endeavouring art. 
Thy eafie numbers flow, and that each heart lo 
Hath from the leaves of thy unvalu'd Book, 
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Thofe Delphick lines with deep impreflion took. 
Then thou our fancy of it felf bereaving, 
Doft make us Marble with too much conceaving; 
And fo Sepulcher'd in fuch pomp doft lie. 
That Kings for fuch a Tomb would wifh to die. 




On the Univerfity Carrier, 

who fickn'd in the time of his vacancy, 
being forbid to go to London^ 

by reafon of the Plague. 

ERE lies old Hob/on, Death hath broke 

his girt. 
And here alas, hath laid him in the dirt. 
Or elfe the ways being foul, twenty to one. 
He's here ftuck in a flough, and overthrown. 
'Twas fuch a fhifter, that if truth were known. 
Death was half glad when he had got him down; 
For he had any time this ten yeers full, 
Dodg'd with him, betwixt Cambridge znd the Bull. 
And fiirely. Death could never have prevailed. 
Had not his weekly courfe of carriage fail'd ; lo 
But lately finding him fo long at home. 
And thinking now his journeys end was come. 
And that he had tane up his lateft Inne, 
In the kind office of a Chamberlin 
Shewed him his room where he muft lodge that night, 
Puird ofl?" his Boots, and took away the light : 
If any afk for him, it fhall be fed, 
Hobfon has fupt, and's newly gon to bed. 
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Another on the fame. 

lERE lieth one who did moft truly prove. 
That he could never die while he could 
move. 

So hung his deftiny never to rot 
While he might ftill jogg on and keep his trot. 
Made of fphear-metal, never to decay 
Untill his revolution was at ftay. 
Time numbers motion, yet (without a crime 
'Gainft old truth) motion number'd out his time : 
And like an Engin mov'd with wheel and waight. 
His principles being ceaft, he ended ilrait, 10 

Reft that gives all men life, gave him his death. 
And too much breathing put him out of breadi ; 
Nor were it contradidtion to affirm 
Too long vacation haftned on his term. 
Meerly to drive the time away he lickn'd. 
Fainted, and died, nor would with Ale be quickn'd. 
Nay, quoth he, on his iwooning bed out-ftrctch'd. 
If I may not carry, fure I'le ne're be fetch'd. 
But vow though the crofs Dolors all flood hearers. 
For one Carrier put down to make fix bearers. 10 
Eafe was his chief difeafe, and to judge right. 
He di'd for heavinefs that his Cart went light. 
His leafure told him that his time was com. 
And lack of load, made his life burdenfom. 
That even to his laft breath (ther be that iay't) 
As he were preft to death, he cry'd more waight ; 
But had his doings lafted as they were. 
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He had been an immortal Carrier. 

Obedient to the Moon he fpent his date 

In cours reciprocal, and had his fate 30 

Linkt to the mutual flowing of the Seas, 

Yet (ftrange to think) his wain was his increafe : 

His Letters are delivered all and gon. 

Only remains this fuperfcription. 




The Fifth Ode of Horace. Lib. i. 

Quis multa gracilis te puer in Roia, Rendred 
almoji word for word without Rhyme according to 
the Latin Meafure, as near as the Language will 
permit. 

[HAT flender Youth bedew'd with liquid 

odours [Cave, 

Courts thee on Rofes in fome pleafant 

Pyrrha for whom bindft thou 

In wreaths thy golden Hair, 
Plain in thy neatnefs ; O how oft fhall he 
On Faith and changed Gods complain : and Seas 

Rough with black winds and ftorms 

Unwonted fhall admire : 
Who now enjoyes thee credulous, all Gold, 
Who alwayes vacant alwayes amiable 10 

Hopes thee ; of flattering gales 

UnmindfuU. Haplefs they 
To whom thou untry'dfeem'ft fair. Me in my vow'd 
Picture the facred wall declares t'have hung 

My dank and dropping weeds 

To the ftern God of Sea. 
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Geoffrey of Monmouth, 

Brutus thus addrefes Diana in the country of 
Leogecia. 

JODDESS of Shades, and Huntrefs, who 
at will [through the deep, 

Walk'ft on the fowling Sphear, and 
On thy third Reign the Earth look now, and tell 
What Land, what Seat of reft thou bidft me feek. 
What certain Seat, where I may worfhip thee 
For aye, with Temples vow'd, and Virgin quires. 

To tjohom Jleeping before the Altar ^ Diana m a Vifim 
that night thus anfwer'd, 

Brutus far to the Weft, in th' Ocean wide 
Beyond the Realm of Gaul^ a Land there lies. 
Sea-girt it lies, where Giants dwelt of old. 
Now void, it fits thy People ; thether bend 
Thy courfe, there ihalt thou find a lafting feat. 
There to thy Sons another 7V(?y fliall rife. 
And Kings be born of thee, whofe dredded might 
Shall aw the World, and conquer Nations bold. 

Dante. 

AH Conftantine, of how much ill was caufe 
Not thy Converfion, but thofc rich demains 
That the firft wealthy Pope receiv'd of thee. 
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Dante. 

FOUNDED in chaft and humble Poverty, 
*Gainft them that rais'd thee doft thou lift thy 
horn. 
Impudent whoore, where haft thou plac'd thy hope ? 
In thy Adulterers, or thy ill got wealth ? 
Another Conjiantine comes not in haft. 

Ariofto. 

THEN paft he to a flowry Mountain green. 
Which once fmel t fweet, now ftinks as odioufly ; 
This was that gift (if you the truth will have) 
That Conjiantine to good Syhejiro gave. 

Horace. 

TT 7HOM do we count a good man, whom but 

Who keeps the laws and ftatutes of the Senate, 
Who judges in great fuits and controverfies, 
Whofe witnefs and opinion wins the caufe ? 
But his own houfe, and the whole neighbourhood 
Sees his foul infide through his whited fkin. 

Horace. 

THE Power that did create, can change the Scene 
Of things; make mean of great, and great of 
mean : 



MISCELLANEOUS POEMS. 153 

The brighteft Glory can ecHpfe with Night ; 
And place the moft obfcure in dazHng Light. 

Horace. 

ALL barb'rous People, and their Princes too. 
All Purple Tyrants honour you ; 
The very wandring Scythians do. 
Support the Pillar of die Roman State, 
Left all Men be involv'd in one Mans fete. 
Continue us in Wealth and Peace ; 
Let Wars and Tumults ever ceafe. 

Catullus, 

THE worft of Poets, I my felf declare. 
By how much you the heft of Patrons are. 

Ovid. 

ABSTAIN, as Manhood you efteem. 
From Salmacis pernicious Stream : 
If but one moment there you ftay. 

Too dear you'l for your Bathing pay. 

Depart nor Man nor Woman, but a Sight 
Difgracing both, a loath'd Hermaphrodite. 



Euripides. 

THIS is true Liberty, when free-bom Men, 
Having to advife the Public, may fpeak free. 
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Which he who can, and will, deferv's high praife ; 
Who neither can nor will, may hold his peace ; 
What can be jufter in a State then this ? 

Virgil. 

NO Eajlern Nation ever did adore 
The Majefty of Soveraign Princes more. 



Virgil. 

AND Britains interwove held the Purple Hang- 



ings, 



Horace. 



LAUGHING to teach the truth 
What hinders ? as fome teachers give to Boys 
Junkets and knacks, that they may learne apace. 



Horace. 

JESTING decides great things 
Stronglier, and better oft then earneft can. 



Sophocles. 

TIS you that fay it, not I ; you do the deeds. 
And your ungodly deeds find me the words. 
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Seneca. 

THERE can be flaine 
No facrifice to God more acceptable 
Then an unjuft and wicked King. 



Terence. 

[N iilcnce now, and with attention wait. 
That ye may learn what th'Eunuch has to prate. 



G 



Homer. 

LAXJCUS, in Lycia we're ador'd like Gods: 
What makes'twixt us and others fogrcat odds? 



Epigram on Salmafiuss Hundreda. 

WHO taught Salmq/ius, that French chatt'ring 
Pye, 
To aim at Englifh, and Hundreda cry ? 
The ftarving Ralcal, flufht with juft a Hundred 
Englijh Jacobufles, Hundreda blunder'd. 
An out-law'd King's laft flock. A hundred more, 
Wouldmakehimpimpfor th'Antichriftian Whore ; 
And in Rome's praife Employ his poyfon'd Breath, 
Who threatn'd once to ftink the Pope to death. 
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On the new forcers of Confcience 

under the Long Parliament. 

ECAUSE you have thrown of your Pre- 
late Lord, [turgie 
And with ftifF Vowes renounced his Li- 
To feife the widdow*d whore Pluralitie 
From them whofe fin ye envi'd, not abhor'd. 
Dare ye for this adjure the Civill Sword 

To force our Confciences that Chrift fet free. 
And ride us with a clafiic Hierarchy 
Taught ye by meer A. S. and Rotherford ? 
Men whofe Life, Learning, Faith and pure intent 
Would have been held in high efteem with Paul 
Muft now be nam'd and printed Hereticks n 
By fhallow Edwards and Scotch what d'ye call : 
But we do hope to find out all your tricks. 
Your plots and packing wors then thofe of Trent ^ 

That fo the Parliament 
May with their whollbm and preventive Shears 
Clip your Phyladleries, though bauk your Ears, 

And fuccour our juft Fears 
When they fhall read this clearly in your charge 
New Prejbyter is but Old Prieji writ Large. 



f 



Sonnets, 

I. 

j NIGHTINGALE, that on yon bloomy 
Spray [are ftill, 

Warbl'ft at eeve, when all the Woods 
Thou with frelh hope the Lovers heart doft fill. 
While the jolly hours lead on propitious May^ 

Thy liquid notes that clofe the eye of Day, 
Firft heard before the ftiallow Cuccoo's bill 
Portend fuccefs in love ; O if Jove's will 
Have linkt that amorous power to thy foft lay. 

Now timely fing, ere the rude Bird of Hate 
Foretell my hopeles doom in fom Grove ny : 
As thou from year to year haft fung too late 

For my relief; yet hadft no reafon why. 

Whether the Mufc, or Love call thee his mate. 
Both them I ferve, and of their train am I. 



II. 

DONNA leggiadra il cut bel name honora 
Uherbofa val di Rheno, e il nobil varco. 
Bene h colui ifogni va/orejcarco 
^al tuofpirto genii/ non innamora. 
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Che do I cement e mojiraji difuora 

Defui attifoavi giamai parcoj 

E i don\ chefon d^ amor faette ed arco. 

La onde V alta tua virtu s^infiora. 
Sluando tu vaga parity lieta canti 

Che mover pojfa duro alpejire legno^ 10 

Guardi ciafcun a gli occht, ed a gli orecchi 
Uentrata chi di teji truova indegno ; 

Gratia Jo/a dijti gli vaglia, inanti 

Che' I dijio amorofo al cuor s'invecchi. 



III. 

QXJAL in colle afpro^ al imbrunir difera 
Uavezza giavinetta pajiorella 

Va bagnando P herbetta firana e be I la 

Che maljifpande a difufata fpera 
Fuor difua natia alma primavera, 

Coji amor meco infu la lingua fnella 

Dejia ilfior novo di Jirania favella, 

Mentre io di te^ vezzofamente altera^ 
CantOy dal mio buon popol non intefo 

E'l bel Tamigi cangio col bel Arno. 10 

Amor lo volfe^ ed io a Paltrui pefo 
Seppi cK Amor cofa mai volfe indarno. 

Deh ! fofs* il mio cuor lento e'l durofeno 

A chi plant a dal cielji buon terreno. 
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CANZONE. 

\ID0NSI donne e giovani amoroji 

AT accofiandofi attornOt e perche fcriviy 
Perche tufcrtvi in lingua ignota ejirana 

Verfeggiando d'amorj e come foji ? 

Dinneyfe la tuaj^emejia mat vana, 

E de penfieri lo miglior t' arrivi ; 

Coji mi van burlando, altri rroi 

Altri lidi f afpettan, & altre ande 

Nelle cut verdifponde 

Spuntati ad hor, ad hor a la tua chioma lo 

L' immortal guiderdon d' eterne frondi 

Perche allefpalk tue foverchia foma ? 
Canzon dirotti, e tu per me rifpondi 

Dice mia Donna, e'lfuo dir, e il mio cuore 

^ejla e lingua di cuiji vanta Amore, 



IV. 

DIODATI, e ie'l diro con maraviglia, 
^el ritrofo io cfC amor J^reggiar folea 
E defuoi laccijpejfo mi ridea 
Gia caddi, ovhuom dabben talhor s'impiglia. 

Ne treccie d*oro, ne guancia vermigUa 
M' abbaglianfi, ma /otto nova idea 
Pellegrina bellezza che'l cuor bea, 
Portamenti alti honejii, e nelle ciglia 

^el fereno fulgor d' amabil nero. 
Parole adorne di lingua piu d^una, 
E'l cantor che di mezzo Vhemifpero 
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Traviar ben puo lafaticofa Luna^ 
E degli occbifuoi auventa ^ gran fiioco 
Che rincerar gli orecchi mijia poco. 



V. 

PER certo i bet vojir^occhi^ Donna mia 
EJfer non puo cbe nonjian lo miofole 

Si mi percuoton forte ^ come eifuole 

Per Varene di Libia chi s^invia^ 
Mentre un caldo vapor ( ne fenti pria ) 

Da quel latojifpinge ove mi duole^ 

Cheforfe amanti nelle lor parole 

Cbiamanfofpir ; iononfochejijia: 
Parte rinchiufa^ e turbidaji cela 

Scojfo mi il petto ^ e poi riufcendo poco lo 

^ry/ d^ attorno o s* agghiacciay o s^ingiela ; 
Ma quanto a gli occhi giunge e trovar loco 

Tutte le notti a mefuolfar piovofe 

Finche mia Alba rivien colma di rofe. 



VI. 

GIOVANE pianoy e femplicetto amante 
Poi chefuggir me Jiejfo indubbio fono^ 
Madonna a voi del mio cuor Vhumil dono 
Faro divot ; io certo a prove tante 
L'liebbijedele, intrepido, cojlante, 

De penjieri leggiadro, accortOy e buono ; 
^ando rugge il gran mondoy efcocca il tuonOj 
S'arma dife^ d' intero diamante^ 
Tanto del for fey e d' invidiafcurOy 
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Di timoriy ej^ranze al popol uje lo 

^tfattto ttingegno, e d* alto valor vago, 
E di cetra fonora, e delle mufe : 
Sol troFoerete in tal parte men duro 
Ove amor mtfe Ptnfanabil ago. 



VII. 

HOW foon hath time the futtle theef of youth, 
Stoln on his wing my three and twentieth 
yeer ! • 

My baiting dayes flie on with full career. 
But my kte fpring no bud or bloflbm fhew'tb. 

Perhaps my femblance might deceive the truth. 
That I to manhood am arriv'd ib near. 
And inward ripenes doth much lefs appear. 
That fom more timely-happy fpirits indu'tb. 

Yet be it lefs or more, or foon or flow. 

It fhall be ilill in flri<£ieft meafure eev'n, to 
To that feme lot, however mean or high. 

Toward which Time leads me, and the will of 
All is, if I have grace to ufe it ib, [Hcav'n ; 
As ever in my great taik Mafters eye. 



VIII. 

CAPTAIN or Colonel, or Knight in Arms, 
Whofe chance on thefe defenceleis dores 
may feafe. 
If deed of honour did thee ever pleafe. 
Guard them, and him within proted from harms. 
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He can requite thee, for he knows the charms 
That call Fame on fuch gentle adts as thefe. 
And he can fpred thy Name o're Lands and Seas, 
What ever clime the Suns bright circle warms. 

Lift not thy fpear againft the Mufes Bowre, 
The great Emathian Conqueror bid Ipare lo 
The houfe of Pin Jarus, when Temple and Towre 

Went to the ground : And the repeated air 
Of fad EleSlra's Poet had the power 
To iavc xh' Athenian Walls from ruine bare. 



IX. 

LADY that in the prime of earlieft youth. 
Wifely haft fhun'd the broad way and the 
green. 
And with thofe few art eminently feen. 
That labour up the Hill of heavenly Truth, 

The better part with Mary and with Ruth^ 
Chofen thou haft, and diey that overween. 

And at thy growing vertues fret their fpleen. 

No anger find in thee, but pity and ruth. 

Thy care is fixt and zealoufly attends 

To fill thy odorous Lamp with deeds of light. 
And Hope that reaps not fhame. Therefore be 
fure [friends 

Thou, when the Bridegroom with his feaftfull 
PafTes to blifs at the mid hour of night. 
Haft gained thy entrance. Virgin wife and pure. 
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X. 

DAUGHTER to that good Earl, once Prefident 
Of Englands Counfel, and her Treafury, 

Who liv'd in both, unftain'd with gold or fee. 

And left them both, more in himfelf content. 
Till the fad breaking of that Parlament 

Broke him, as that dillioneft v'xQcory 

At Chceronea, fetal to liberty 

Kill'd with report that Old man eloquent. 
Though later born, then to have known the dayes 

Wherin your Father flouriflit, yet by you, 10 

Madam, me thinks I fee him living yet ; 
So well your words his noble vertues praife. 

That all both judge you to relate them true. 

And to poflefs them, Honcur'd Margaret. 



XL 

A BOOK was writ of late call'd Tetrachordon ; 
And wov'n clofe,both matter, form andftile; 
The Subjedl new: it walk'd the Town a while, 
Numbring good intellects ; now feldom por'd on. 

Cries the ftall-reader, blefs us ! what a word on 
A title page is this ! and fome in file 
Stand fpelling fals, while one might walk to Mile- 
End Green. Why is it harder Sirs then Gordon, 

Colkitto, or Macdonnel, or Galafp P [lleek 

Thofe rugged names to our like mouths grow 
That would have made ^^intilian ftare and gafp. 
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Thy age, like ours, O Soul of Sir yoAn Cheeky 
Hated not Learning wors then Toad or Aip ; 
When thou taught'ft Cambridge^ and King Edward 
Greek. 



XII. On the fame. 

I DID but prompt the age to quit their cloggs 
By the known rules of antient libertie» 
When ftrait a barbarous noife environs me 
Of Owles and Cuckoes, Afles, Apes and Doggs. 

As when thofe Hinds that were transformed to 
Raild at Latonds twin-born progenie [Froggs 
Which after held the Sun and Moon in fee. 
But this is got by cafting Pearl to Hoggs ; 

That bawle for freedom in their fencelefs mood. 
And ftill revolt when truth would fet them free. 
Licence they mean when they cry libertie ; 

For who loves that, muft firft be wife and good ; 
But from that mark how far they roave we fee 
For all this waft of wealth, and lofs of blood. 



XIII. To Mr. H. Lawes, on his Aires. 

HARRT'^yxoit tuneful and well meafur'd Song 
Firft taught our Englifti Mufick how to fpan 
Words with juft note and accent, not to fcan 
With Midas Ears, committing ftiort and long ; 
Thy worth and fkill exempts thee from the throng. 
With praife enough for Envy to look wan ; 
To after age thou (halt be writ the man. 



SONNETS. 165 

That with fmooth aire couldft humor beft our 
tongue. 

Thou honour'ft Verle,and Verfe muft fend her wing 
To honour thee, the Prieft of Pheebus Quire 
That tun'ft their happieft lines inHymn, or Story. 

Dante fhall give Fame leave to fet thee higher 
Then his Cafellaj whom he woo'd to iing 
Met in the milder shades of Purgatory. 

XIV. 

WHEN Faith and Love which parted from 
thee never. 
Had ripen'd thy juft foul to dwell with God, 
Meekly thou didft refign this earthy load 
Of Death, call'd Life ; which us from Life doth 
fever. 
■Thy Works and Alms and all thy good Endeavour 
Staid not behind, nor in the grave were trod ; 
But as Faith pointed with her golden rod, 
FoUow'd thee up to joy and blifs for ever. 
Love led them on, and Faith who knew them beil 
Thy hand-maids, clad them o're with purple 
beams 10 

And azure wings, that up they flew fo dreft. 
And fpeak the truth of thee on glorious Theams 
Before the Judge, who thenceforth bid thee reft 
And drink thy fill of pure immortal ftreams. 
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XV. To my Lord Fairfax. 

FAIRFAXy whofe Name in Amis through 
Europe rings. 
And fills all Mouths with Envy or with Praife, 
And all her Jealous Monarchs with Amaze. 
And Rumours loud which daunt remoteft Kings, 

Thy firm unfhaken Valour ever brings 
Vidtory home, while new Rebellions raife 
Their Hydra-heads, and the falfe North difplays 
Her broken League to Imp her Serpent Wings : 

O yet ! a Nobler tafk awaits thy Hand, 

For what can War, but Adls of War ftill breed. 
Till injur'd Truth from Violence be fi-eed ; 

And publick Faith be refcu'd fi-om the Brand 
Of publick Fraud ; in vain doth Valour bleed. 
While Avarice and Rapine fhares the Land. 



XVL To Oliver Cromwell 

CROMWELL our Chief of Men, that through 
a Croud, 
Not of War only, but diftradtions rude ; 
Guided by Faith, and Matchlefs Fortitude : 
To Peace and Truth, thy Glorious way haft 
Plough^, 
And on the neck of crowned Fortune proud 
Haft rear'd God's Trophies, and his Work pur- 
fued, [imbru'd ; 

While Darwent Streams with Blood of Scots 
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And Dunbarfield refound thy Praifes loud. 
And ^ortr^^^rVLaureat Wreath ; yet much remains 
To Conquer ftill ; Peace hath her Viftories 10 
No lefe than thole of War ; new Foes arife 
Threatning to bind our Souls in fecular Chains, 
Help us to iave Free Confcience fix)m the paw 
Of Hireling Wolves, whofe Gofpel is their Maw. 

XVII, To Sir Henry Vane, 

V^NE, Young in years, but in Sage Councels 
old. 
Then whom a better Senator ne're held 
The Helm of Rome, when Gowns, not Arms, 

repell'd 
The fierce Epirote, and the u4frican bold. 
Whether to fettle Peace, or to unfold 

The Drift of hollow States, hard to be Spell'd; 
Then to advife how War may beft be upheld, 
Mann'd by her Two main Nerves, Iron and Gold, 
In all her Equipage : Befides, to know 
Both Spiritual and Civil, what each means. 
What ferves each, thou haft learn'd, which few 
have done. 
The bounds of either Sword to thee we owe ; 
Therefore on thy Right hand Religion leans. 
And reckons thee in chief her Eldeft Son. 
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XVIII. On the late Maffacher in Piemont. 

AVENGE O Lord thy flaughter'd Saints, whofc 
bones 
Lie icatter'd on the Alpine mountains cold, 
Ev'n them who kept thy truth fo pure of old 
When all our Fathers worfhip't Stocks and Stones, 

Forget not : in thy book record their groanes 
Who were thy Sheep and in their antient Fold 
Slayn by the bloody Piemontefe that roll*d 
Mother with Infant down die Rocks. Their 
moans 

The Vales redoubled to the Hills» and they 
To Heav'n. Their martyred blood and ailies fbw 
OVe all xh' Italian fields where ftill doth fway 

The triple Tyrant : that fi-om thefe may grow 
A hunder'd-fold, who having learnt thy way 
Early may fly the Babylonian wo. 



XIX. 

WHEN I confider how my light is fpent, 
EVe half my days, in this dark world and 
wide. 
And that one Talent which is death to hide, 
Lodg'd with me ufelefs, though my Soul more 
bent 
To ferve therewith my Maker, and prefent 
My true account, leaft he returning chide. 
Doth God exadl day-labour, light deny'd, 
I fondly afk ; But patience to prevent 
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That murmur, foon replies, God doth not need 
Either man's work or his own gifts, who heft 
Bear his milde yoak, they ferve him beft,his State 

Is Kingly. Thoufands at his bidding fpeed 
And poft o*re Land and Ocean without reft : 
They alfo ferve who only fland and waite. 



XX. 

LAfVRENCE of vertuous Father vertuous Son, 
Now that the Fields are dank, and ways are 
mire. 
Where fhall we fometiraes meet, and by the fire 
Help waft a fuUen day ; what may be won 

From the hard Seafon gaining : time will run 
On fmoother, till Favonius re-infpire 
The frozen earth ; and cloth in frefti attire 
The Lillie and Rofe, that neither fow'd nor ipun. 

What neat repaft fhall feaft us, light and choice. 
Of Attick taft, with Wine, whence we may rife 
To hear the Lute well toucht, or artfull voice 

Warble immortal Notes and Tujkan Ayre ? 
He who of thofe delights can judge, and fpare 
To interpofe them oft, is not unwife. 



XXL 

CrRI/^Ci:, whofeGrandfire on the Royal Bench 
Of Brittifh Themis, with no mean applaufe 
Pronounc*t and in his volumes taught our Lawes, 
Which others at their Barr fo often wrench ; 
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To day deep thoughts refolve with me to drench 
In mirthy that after no repenting drawes ; 
Let Euclid reft and Archimedes paufe. 
And what the Swede intend, and what the French. 

To meafure life, learn thou betimes, and know 
Toward folid good what leads the neareft way ; 
For other things mild Heav'n a time ordains. 

And difapproves that care, though wife in (how. 
That with fuperfluous burden loads the day. 
And when God fends a cheerful hour, refrains. 



XXII. To Mr. Cyriac Skinner. 
Upon his Blindnefs. 

CTRIAC this Three years day, thefe Eyes though 
clear 
To outward view of blemifh or of Spot, 
Bereft of Sight, their Seeing have forgot : 
Nor to their idle Orbs doth day appear. 

Or Sun, or Moon, or Star, throughout the Year ; 
Or Man, or Woman ; yet I argue not 
Againft Heaven's Hand, or Will, nor bate one jot 
Of Heart or Hope ; but ftill bear up, and fteer 

Right onward. What fupports me, doft thou afk ? 
The Confcience, Friend, to have loft them over 
In Liberties Defence, my noble talk ; [ply'd 

Of which all Europe rings from fide to fide. 
This thought might lead me through this World's 

vain mafic 
Content, though blind, had I no other Guide. 



SONNETS. 
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XXIII. 

METHOUGHT I faw my late efpoufed Saint 
Brought to me like Alcejiis from the grave. 
Whom Joves great Son to her glad Hufbandgave, 
Refcu*d from death by force though pale and faint. 

Mine as whom wafht from fpot of child-bed taint. 
Purification in the old Law did fave. 
And fuch, as yet once more I truft to have 
Full fight of her in Heaven without reftraint. 

Came veiled all in white, pure as her mind : 
Her face was vaiPd, yet to my fancied fight. 
Love, fweetnefs, goodnefs, in her perfon fhin'd 

So clear, as in no face with more delight. 
But O as to embrace me flie enclin'd 
I wak'd, (he fled, and day brought back my night. 
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PSAL. I- Done into Verfe, 1653. 

LESS'D is the man who hath not walk'd 
aftray 
In counfel of the wicked, and ith' way 
Of finners hath not flood, and in the feat 
Of fcorners hath not fate. But in the great 
yehovahs Law is ever his delight. 
And in his Law he fhidies day and night. 
He fhall be as a tree which planted grows 
By watry ftreams, and in his feaibn knows 
To yield his fruit, and his leaf fhall not fall. 
And what he takes in hand fhall profper all. 10 
Not fo the wicked, but as chaff which fanned 
The wind drives, fo the wicked (hall not fland 
In judgment, or abide their tryal then. 
Nor finners in th'affembly of jufl men. 
For the Lord knows th'upright way of the jufl. 
And the way of bad men to ruine mufl. 
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PSAL. II. jDow Aug. 8. 1653. Terzetti. 

^HY do the Gentiles tumult, and the Na- 
tions [earth upftand 
Mufe a vain thing, the Kings of th' 
With power, and Princes in their Congrega- 
tions 
Lay deep their plots together through each Land, 
Againil the Lord and his MeiHah dear. 
Let us break off, fay they, by ftrength of hand 
Their bonds, and cafl from us, no more to wear. 
Their twifted cords : he who in Heaven doth 

dwell 
Shall laugh, the Lord ihall fcofFthem, then fevere 
Speak to them in his wrath, and in his fell to 
And fierce ire trouble them ; but I faith hee 
Anointed have my King (though ye rebel!) 
On Sion my holi' hill. A firm decree 
I will declare ; the Lord to me hath lay'd 
Thou art my Son I have begotten thee 
This day ; aflc of me, and the grant is made ; 
As thy pofleffion I on thee beftow 
Th' Heathen, and as thy conqueft to be fwa/d 
Earths utmoil bounds : them Ihalt thou bring fiill 
low 
With Iron Scepter bruis'd, and them dilperfe 
Like to a potters veiTel Ihiver'd fo. n 

And now be wife at length ye Kings averfe 
Be taught ye Judges of the earth ; with fear 
Jehovah ferve, and let your joy converfe 
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With trembling ; kiis the Son leaft he appear 
In anger and ye periih in the way 
If once his wrath take fire like fuel iere. 

Happy all thofe who have in him their ftay. 

PSAL. III. Aug. 9. 1653- 
WTien he fled from Abfidom. 

lORD how many are my foes 
How many thofe 
That in arms againfl me rife 
Many are they 
That of my life difbuftfully thus fay. 
No help for him in God there lies. 
But thou Lord art my fhield my glory, • 
Thee through my flory 
Th' exalter of my head I count 

Aloud I cry'd 10 

Unto Jehovah, he full foon reply'd 
And heard me from his holy mount. 
I lay and flept, I wak'd again. 
For my fuflain 
Was the Lx)rd. Of many millions 
The populous rout 
I fear not though incamping round about 
They pitch againft me their Pavillions. 
Rife Lord, fave me my God for thou 

Haft fmote ere now 20 

On the cheek-bone all my foes. 
Of men abhor'd 
Haft broke the teeth. This help was from the 
Thy blefling on thy people flows. [Lord ; 
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PSAL. IV. Aug. 10. 1653. 

JnSWER me when I call 
God of my righteoufnefs 
In ftraights and in diftreis 
Thou didft me difinthrall 
And fet at large ; now fparc, 

Now pity me, and hear my earneft prai'r. 
Great ones how long will ye 
My glory have in fcorn 
How long be thus forborn 

Still to love vanity, 10 

To love, to feek, to prize 

Things &lfe and vain and nothing elfe but lies? 
Yet know the Lord hath chofe 
Chofe to himfelf a part 
The good and meek of heart 
(For whom to chufe he knows) 
Jehovah from on high 

Will hear my voyce what time to him I crie. 
Be aw'd, and do not £\x\. 

Speak to your hearts alone, 10 

Upon your beds, each one, 
And be at peace within. 
Offer the offerings juft 

Of righteoufnefs and in Jehovah truft. 
Many there be that fay 
Who yet will (hew us good ? 
Talking like this worlds brood ; 
But Lord, thus let me pray. 
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On us lift up the light 

Lift up the &vour of thy countenance bright. 
Into my heart more joy 31 

And gladnels thou hafl put 
Then when a year of glut 
Their ilores doth over-cloy 
And from their plenteous grounds 

With vaft increafe their com and wine abounds 
In peace at once will I 
Both lay me down and fleep 
For thou alone dofl keep 

Me fafe where ere I lie 40 

As in a rocky Cell 

Thou Lord alone in fafety mak'fl me dwell. 




PSAL. V. Aug. 12. 1653. 

EHOVAH to my words give ear 
My meditation waigh 
The voyce of my complaining hear 
My King and God for unto thee I pray. 
Jehovah thou my early voyce 

Shalt in the morning hear 
Ith*morning I to thee with choyce 
Will rank my Prayers, and watch till thou appear. 
For thou art not a God that takes 

In wickednefs delight 10 

Evil with thee no biding makes 
Fools or mad men ftand not within thy fight. 
All workers of iniquity 

Thou hat*ft ; and them unbleft 
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Thou wilt deftroy that fpeak a ly 
The bloodi' and guileful man God doth deteft. 
But I will in thy mercies dear 
Thy numerous mercies go 
Into thy houfe ; I in thy fear 
Will towards thy holy temple worfhip low 20 
Lord lead me in thy righteoufnefs 

Lead me becaufe of thofe 
That do obferve if I tranfgrefs. 
Set thy wayes right before, where my ftep goes. 
For in his faltring mouth unilable 

No word is firm or footh 
Their infide, troubles miferable ; 
An open grave their throat, their tongue they 

fmooth. 
God, find them guilty, let them fall 

By their own counfels queird ; 30 

Pufli them in their rebellions all 
Still on ; for againft thee they have rebelled ; 
Then all who truft in thee fhall bring 
Their joy, while thou from blame 
Defended them, they (hall ever fing 
And fhall triumph in thee, who love thy name. 
For thou Jehovah wilt be found 
To blefs the juft man ftill. 
As with a fhield thou wilt furround 
Him with thy lafting favour and good will. 40 



N 



\ 
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PSAL. VI. Aug. 13. 1653. 

|ORD in thine anger do not reprehend me 
Nor in thy hot difpleafure me corrcA ; 
Pity me Lord for I am much dejedt 

Am very weak and faint ; heal and amend me. 
For all my bones, that even with anguifh akc. 

Are troubled, yea my foul is troubled fore 
And thou O Lord how long ? turn Lord, reftore 

My foul, O fave me for thy goodnefs fake 
For in death no remembrance is of thee ; 

Who in the grave can celebrate thy praife ? 10 
Wearied I am with fighing out my dayes. 

Nightly my Couch I make a kind of Sea ; 
My Bed I water with my tears ; mine Eic 

Through grief confumes, is waxen old and dark 
Ith' mid'ft of all mine enemies that mark. 

Depart all ye that work iniquitie. 
Depart from me, for the voice of my weeping 

The Lord hath heard, the Lord hath heard my 
prai'r 
My fupplication with acceptance fair 

The Lord will own, and have me in his keeping. 
Mine enemies (hall all be blank and dafh't 21 

With much confufion ; then grow red with 
fliame. 
They (hall return in haft the way they came 

And in a moment fhall be quite abafh't. 
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PSAL. VII. Aug. 14, 1653. 
Upon the words ofCYmQi the Benjamite againft him. 

ORD my God to thee I flie 
Save me and fecure me under 
Thy proteiSlion while I crie, 

Leaft as a Lion (and no wonder) 

He haft to tear my Soul afunder 

Tearing, and no refcue nigh. 

Lord my God if I have thought 

Or done this, if wickednefs 

Be in my hands, if I have wrought 

111 to him that meant me peace, 10 

Or to him have rendered lefs. 

And not fre'd my foe for naught ; 

Let th'enemy purfue my foul 
And overtake it, let him tread 
My life down to the earth and roul 
In the duft my glory dead. 
In the duft and there out fpread 
Lodge it with difhonour foul. 

Rife Jehovah in thine ire 

Rouze thy felf amidft the rage 20 

Of my foes that urge like fire ; 

And wake for me, their furi' aflwage ; 

Judgment here thou didft ingage 

And command which I defire. 
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So th' aflemblies of each Nation 

Will furround thee, feeking rights 

Thence to thy glorious habitation 

Retarn on high and in their fight. 

Jehovah judgeth moft upright 

All people from the worlds foundation. 30 

Judge me Lord, be judge in this 
According to my righteoufnefs 
And the innocence which is 
Upon me : caufe at length to ceafc 
Of evil men the wickednefs 
And their power that do amifs. 

But the juft eftablifli faft^ 

Since thou art the juft God that tries 

Hearts and reins. On God is caft 

My defence, and in him lies 40 

In him who both juft and wife 

Saves th' upright of Heart at laft. 

God is a juft Judge and fevere. 

And God is every day offended ; 

If th' unjuft will not forbear. 

His Sword he whets, his Bow hath bended 

Already, and for him intended 

The tools of death, that waits him near. 

(His arrows purpofely made he 

For them that perfecute.) Behold 50 

He travels big with vanitie. 

Trouble he hath conceav'd of old 

As in a womb, and from that mould 

Hath at length brought forth a Lie. 
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He dig'd a pit, and delv'd it deep. 

And fell into the pit he made. 

His mifchief that due courfe doth keep. 

Turns on his head, and his ill trade 

Of violence will undelay'd 

Fall on his crown with ruine deep. 60 

Then will I Jehovah's praife 
According to his juflice raife 
And fing the Name and Deitie 
Of Jehovah the moft high- 




PSAL. VIII. Aug. 14. 1653. 

J EH O V AH our Lord how wondrous great 
And glorious is thy name through all 
the earth ? 

So as above the Heavens thy praife to fet 
Out of the tender mouths of latefV hearth. 

Out of the mouths of babes and fucklings thou 
Haft founded ftrength becaufe of all thy foes 

To ftint th'enemy, and flack th*avengers brow 
That bends his rage thy providence to oppofe. 

When I behold thy Heavens, thy Fingers art. 
The Moon and Starrs which thou fo bright haft 

In the pure firmament, then faith my heart, [fet, 
O what is man that thou remembreft yet. 

And think'ft upon him ; or of man begot 
That him thou vifit*ft and of him art found ; 

Scarce to be lefs then Gods, thou mad'ft his lot. 
With honour and with ftate thouhafthimcrown'd. 
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O're the works of thy hand thou mad'ft him Lord, 
Thou haft put all under his lordly feet. 

All Flocks, and Herds, by thy commanding word. 
All heafls that in the field or forreft meet. 20 

Fowl of the Heavens, and Fifti that through the wet 
Sea-paths in ihoals do Hide. And knownodearth. 

O Jehovah our Lord how wondrous great 

And glorious is thy name through all the earth. 



April, 1648. J.M. 
Nine of the Pfalms done into Metre , wherein all 6ttt 
what is in a different CharaSer, are the very 
-words of the Text^ tranjlatedfrom the Original, 

PSAL. LXXX. 

I 
pHOU Shepherd that doft Ifrael keep 

Give ear in time of needy 
' Who leadeft like a flock of flieep 
Thy loved Jofephs feed. 
That fitt'ft between the Cherubs bright 

Between their wings out-J^read 
Shine forth, and from thy cloud give light t 
And on our foes thy dread 
2 In Ephraims view and Benjamins, 

And in Manafle's fight 10 

Awake* thy ftrength, come, and befeen 
To feve us by thy might. 
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3 Turn us again^ tfy grace divine 

To us O God vouchfafe ; 
Caufe thou thy face on us to fhine 
And then we (hall be fafe. 

4 Lord God of Hofts, how long wilt thou^ 

How long wilt thou declare 
Thy *fmoaking wrath, and angry brow 

Againft thy peoples praire. ^o 

5 Thou feed'ft them with the bread of tears. 

Their bread with tears they eat. 
And mak*ft them ^largely drink the tears 
Wherwith their cheeks are wet. 

6 A ftrife thou mak'ft us and a prey 

To every neighbour foe. 
Among themfelves they * laugh, they *play. 
And * flouts at us they throw 

7 Return us, and thy grace divine ^ 

O God of Hofts vouchfafe 30 

Caufe thou thy face on us to fhine. 
And then we fhall be fafe. 

8 A Vine from iEgypt thou haft brought. 

Thy free love made it thine^ 
And drov'ft out Nations proud and haui^ 
To plant this lovely Vine. 

9 Thou did'ft prepare for it a place 

And root it deep and faft 
That it began to grow apace ^ 

And fiird the land at lajl. 40 

I o With her green ftiade that covered all^ 
The Hills were over-fpread 

^ Gnafhanta. ' Shalifh. ^ Jilgnagu. 
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Her Bows as high as Cedars tall 
Advanced their lofty head. 

1 1 Her branches on the wejiernjide 

Down to the Sea fhe fent. 

And upward to that river wide 

Her other branches went. 

1 2 Why haft thou laid her Hedges low 

And brok'n down her Fence, 50 

That all may pluck her, as they go, 
With rudeji violence ? 

1 3 The tujked Boar out of the wood 

Up turns it by the roots. 
While Beafts there brouze, and make their fixxi 
Her Grapes and tender Shoots. 

1 4 Return now, God of Hofts, look down 

From Heav'n, thy Seat divine. 
Behold usy but without afrown^ 

And vifit this thy Vine, 60 

1 5 Vifit this Vine, which thy right hand 

Hath fet, and planted long^ 
And the young branch, that for thy felf 
Thou haft made firm and ftrong. 

16 But now it is confum'd with fire. 

And cut with Axes down. 
They perifli at thy dreadfuU ire. 
At thy rebuke and frown. 

1 7 Upon the man of thy right hand 

Let thy good hand be laid^ 70 

Upon the Son of Man, whom thou 
Strong for thy felf haft made. 

18 So fhall we not go back from thee 

To wayes of Jin and jhame^ 
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Quicken us thou, then gladly wee 

Shall call upon thy Name. 
Return us, and thy grace divine 

Lord God of Hofts voutfafe, 
Caufe thou thy face on us to fhine. 

And then we (hall be fafe. 80 




PSAL. LXXXI. 

I 
jo God our ftrength ling loud, and clear ^ 
Sing loud to God our King, 
To Jacobs God, tJl>at all may hear 
Loud acclamations ring. 

2 Prepare a Hymn, prepare a Song 

The Timbrel hither bring 
The cheerfull Pfaltry bring along 
And Harp with ple^fznt ^ring, 

3 Blow, as is wont, in the new Moon 

With Trumpets lofty found, 10 

Th' appointed time, the day wheron 
Our folemn Feaft comes round. 

4 This was a Statute giv'n of old 

For Ifrael to obferve 
A Law of Jacobs God, to hold 

From whence they might not fwerve. 

5 This he a Teftimony ordain'd 

In Jofeph, not to change. 
When as he pafs'd through iEgypt land; 
The Tongue I heard, was ftrange. 20 

6 From burden, and from Jlavijh toyle 

I fet his fhoulder free ; 
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His hands from pots, and miriefoyk 
Deliver'd were by me. 

7 When trouble did thee fore ailaile. 

On me then didft thou call. 
And I to free thee did notfaikj 

And led thee out of thrall. 
I anfwer'd thee in ^thunder deep 

With clouds encompafs'd round ; 30 

I tri'd thee at the water ^^^^ 

Of Meriba renowrid. 

8 Hear O my people, heark*n welly 

I teflifie to thee 
Thou antientjiock g/'Ifrael, 
If thou wilt lift to mee, 

9 Through out the land of thy abode 

No alien God fhall be 
Nor fhalt thou to a forein God 

In honour bend thy knee. 40 

10 I am the Lord thy God which brought 

Thee out of iEgypt land 
Afk large enough, and I, be/ought^ 
Will grant thy full demand. 

1 1 And yet my people would not hear. 

Nor hearken to my voice ; 

And Ifrael whom I lov'dfo dear 

Miilik'd me for his choice. 

1 2 Then did I leave them to their will 

And to their wandring mind ; 50 

Their own conceits they followed ftill 
Their own devifes blind. 

^ Be Sether ragnam. 
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1 3 O that my people would be wife 

To ferve me all their daies^ 
And O that Ifrael would advife 
To walk my righteous waies. 

14 Then would I foon bring down their foes 

That now fa proudly rife^ 
And turn my hand againft all thofe 

That are their enemies. 60 

1 5 Who hate the Lord fhould then be fain 

To bow to him and bend. 
But they^ his People^ Jhould remain^ 
Their time fhould have no end. 

16 And He would feed i^txnfrom the fhock 

With flowr of fineft wheat. 
And iatisfie them from the rock 
With Honey yir their Meat. 

PSAL. LXXXIL 

I 
lOD in the ^ great ^aflembly ftands 
Of Kings and lordly States^ 
'Among the gods 'on both his hands 
He judges and debates. 

2 How long will ye ^pervert the right 
With ^judgment falfe and wrong 

Favouring the wicked by your might. 
Who thence grow bold andjirong 

3 * Regard the ^weak and fatherlefs 
*Difpatch the *poor mans caufe, 10 




* Bagnadath-el. ^ Bekcrcv. 

Tifbphctu gnavcl. * Shiphtu-dal. 
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And ^raife the man in deep diftrcifs 
By ^juft and equal Lawes. 

4 Defend the poor and defblate. 

And refcue from the hands 
Of wicked men the low eflate 
Of him that help demands. 

5 Tliey know not nor will underftand^ 

In darknefs they walk on^ 
The Earths foundations all are ^movM 

And ^out of order gon. 20 

6 I faid that ye were Gods, yea all 

The Sons of God moft high 

7 But ye fhall die like men, and &11 

As other Princes die. 

8 Rife God, ^ judge thou the earth in mighty 

This wicked earth '^redrefs. 
For thou art he who fhalt by right 
The Nations all poilefs. 

PSAL. LXXXIIL 

I 
|E not thou iilent now at length 

O God hold not thy peace. 

Sit not thou ftill O God oijirength 

We cry and do not ceafe. 

2 For lo {tij furious foes now ^fwell 

And ^ftorm outrageoufly. 

And they that hate thee proud and fell 

Exalt their heads full hie. 

* Hatzdiku, ^ Jimmotu. "^ Shiphta. ^ Jehemajun. 
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3 Againft thy people they * contrive 

^ Their Plots and Counfels deep, 10 

*Them to enfnare they chiefly ftrive 
^Whom thou doft hide and keep. 

4 Come let us cut them oflF fay they. 

Till they no Nation be 
That Ifraels name for ever may 
Be loft in memory • 

5 For they confult ^with all their might. 

And all as one in mind 
Themfelves againft thee they unite 

And in firm union bind. 20 

6 The tents of Edom, and the brood 

Oifcornful Ifhmael, 
Moab, with them of Hagars blood 
That in the Defart dwells 

7 Gebal and Ammon there conjpirej 

And hateful Amalec, 
The Philiftims, and they of Tyre 
Whofe bounds the Sea doth check. 

8 With them great Afshur alfo bands 

And doth confirm the knot^ 30 

All thefe have lent their armed hands 
To aid the Sons of Lot. 

9 Do to them as to Midian bold 

That wajied all the Coajl. 
To Sifera, and as is told 

Thou didji to Jabins hoaji^ 
When at the brook of Ki^on old 

They were repulji andjlain^ 

* Jagnarimu. * Sod. * Jithjagnatfu gnal. 

* Tfephuneca. ^ Lev jachdau. 
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I o At Endor quite cut ofF, and rowl'd 

As dung upon the plain. 40 

I I As Zeb and Oreb evil fped 

So let their Princes fpeed 
As Zeba, and Zalmunna bled 
So let their Princes bleed. 

1 2 For they amidft their pride have faid 

By right now (hall we feize 
Gods houfes, and will now invade 
'^Their ftately Palaces. 

1 3 My God, oh make them as a wheel 

No quiet let themfind^ 5° 

Giddy and rejilefs let them reel 
Like ftubble from the wind. 

1 4 As when an aged wood takes fire 

Which on afuddenjlraiesy 
The greedy flame runs hier and hicr 
Till all the mountains blaze, 

1 5 So with thy whirlwind them purfue. 

And with thy tempeft chafe ; 

16 ®And till they ®yield thee honour due. 

Lord fill with fhame their face. 60 

17 Afham'd and troubled let them be, 

Troubrd and fham*d for ever. 
Ever confounded, and fb die 
With fhame, and /cape it never. 

1 8 Then fhall they know that thou whofe name 

Jehova is alone. 
Art the mofl high, and thou the fame 
O're all the earth art one. 



7 Neoth Elohim bears both. « They feek thy Name, Heb. 
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PSAL. LXXXIV. 

I 
lO W lovely are thy dwellings fidr ! 
O Lord of Hoafts, how dear 
The pleafant Tabernacles are ! 
Where thou ddji dwell fo near, 

2 My Soul doth long and almoft die 

Thy Courts O Lx)rd to fee. 
My heart and fleih aloud do crie, 
O living God, for thee. 

3 There ev*n the ^^zvvow freed from wrong 

Hath found a houfe oi rejiy 10 

The Swallow there, to lay her young 

Hath built her brooding neft, 
Ev'n by thy Altars Lord of Hoafts 

Theyfnd their fafe abode^ 
And home they fly from round the Coafls 

Toward thee y My King, my God. 

4 Happy, who in thy houfe refide 

Where thee they ever praife, 

5 Happy, whofe ftrength in thee doth bide. 

And in their hearts thy waies. 20 

6 They pafs through Baca's tbirflie Vale, 

That dry and barren ground 
As through a fruitfull watry D^e 
Where Springs and Showrs abound. 

7 They journey on from ftrength to ftrength 

With joy and gladfom cheer 
Till all before our God at length 
In Sion do appear. 
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8 Lord God of Hoafts hear now my praier 

O Jacobs God give ear, 30 

9 Thou God our fliield look on the face 

Of thy anointed dear. 

I o For one day in thy Courts to be 

Is better, and more bleji 
Then in the joy es of Vanity^ 

A thoufand daies at beji. 
I in the temple of my God 

Had rather keep a dore. 
Then dwell in Tents, and rich abode 

With Sin^r evermore. 40 

I I For God the Lord both Sun and Shield 

Gives grace and glory bright^ 
No good from them fhall be with-held 

Whofe waies are juft and right. 
1 2 Lord God of Hoafts that raign'Ji on high^ 

That man is truly bleft. 
Who only on thee doth relie. 

And in thee only reft. 

PSAL. LXXXV. 

I 
HY Land to favour gracioufly 
Thou haft not Lord been flack. 
Thou haft from hard Captivity 
Returned Jacob back. 
2 Th* iniquity thou didft forgive 
T!hat wrought thy people woe. 
And all their Sin, that did thee grieve 
Haft hid where none Jhall know . 
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3 Thine anger all thou hadft remov'd. 

And calmly didft return 10 

From thy ^fierce wrath which we had prov'd 
Far worfe then fire to burn. 

4 God of our faving health and peace. 

Turn us, and us reftore. 
Thine indignation caufe to ceafe 
Toward us, and chide no more. 

5 Wilt thou be angry without end. 

For ever angry thus 
Wilt thou thy frowning ire extend 

From age to age on us ? 20 

6 Wilt thou not *turn, and hear our voice 

And us again * revive. 
That fo thy people may rejoyce 
By thee preferv*d alive. 

7 Caufe us to fee thy goodnefs Lord, 

To us thy mercy fliew 
Thy faving health to us afford 
And life in us renew. 

8 And now what God the Lord will fpeak 

I will gojirait and hear, 30 

For to his people he (peaks peace 

And to his Saints yi/// dear^ 
To his dear Saints he will fpeak peace. 

But let them never more 
Return to folly, but fur ceafe 

To trejpafs as before. 

9 Surely to fuch as do him fear 

* Heb. The burning heat of thy wrath. 

* Heb, Turn to quicken us. 

I O 
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Salvation is at hand 
And glory fhall ere long appear 
To dwell within our Land. 

10 Mercy and Truth that long -were mifs'd 

"How ji^ully are met 
Sweet Peace and Rightcoufiiefs have kiis*d 
And hand in hand arefet. 

1 1 Truth from the earth like to ajlowr 

Shall bud and bloffom then. 
And Jufticc from her heavenly bowr 
Look down on mortal men. 

1 2 The Lord will alfo then beftow 

Whatever thing is good 
Our Land fliall forth in plenty throw 
Her fruits to be our food. 

1 3 Before him Righteouihefs (hall go 

His Royal Harbinger t 
Then *will he come, and not be Qow 
His footfteps cannot err. 

PSAL. LXXXVI. 
I 
jHY gracious ear, O Lord, encline, 
O hear me I thee pray ^ 
For I am poor, and almoft pine 
With need, and fad decay. 
Preferve my foul, for 'I have trod 
Thy waies, and love the juft. 



' Heb. He will fct his fteps to the way. 

' Heb. I am good-loving, a doer of good and holy things. 
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Save thou thy fervant O my God 
. Who//// in thee doth truft. 
3 Pitty me Lord for daily thee 

I call; 4 O make rejoyce 10 

Thy Servants Soul ; for Lord to thee 
I lift my foul and voice ^ 

5 For thou art good, thou Lord art prone 

To pardon, thou to all 
Art full of mercy, thou alone 
To them that on thee call. 

6 Unto my fupplication Lord 

Give ear, and to the crie 
Of my incejfant praiers afford 

Thy hearing gracioufly. 20 

7 I in the day of my diftrefs 

Will call on thee^ir aid; 
For thou wilt grant vat free accefs 
And anfwer, nvhat I prayed. 

8 Like thee among the gods is none 

Lord, nor any w^orks 

Of all that other gods have done 
Like to thy glorious works. 

9 The Nations all whom thou haft made 

Shall come, and all Jhall frame 30 

To bow them low before thee Lord, 
And glorifie thy name. 

10 For great thou art, and wonders great 

By thy ftrong hand are done. 
Thou in thy everlajiing Seat 
Remaineft God alone. 

1 1 Teach me O Lord thy way mofi rights 

1 in thy truth will bide. 
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To fear thy name my heart unite 

So /hall it never Jlide 4® 

1 2 Thee will I praife O Lord my God 

Thee honour y and adore 
With my whole heart, and blaze abroad 
Thy name for ever more. 

1 3 For great thy mercy is toward me. 

And thou haft free'd my Soul 
Ev'n from the loweft Hell fet free 
From deepejl darknefs foul. 

14 O God the proud againft me rife 

And violent men are met 50 

To feek my life, and in their eyes 
No fear of thee have fet. 

15 But thou Lord art the God moft mild 

Readieft thy grace to fliew. 
Slow to be angry, and art fitfd 
Moft mercifuU, moft true. 

16 O turn to me thy face at lengthy 

And me have mercy on. 
Unto thy fervant give thy ftrength^ 

And fave thy hand-maids Son. 60 

17 Some fign of good to me afford. 

And let my foes then fee 
And be afham'd, becaufe thou Lord 
Do'ft help and comfort me. 
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PSAL, LXXXVII. 

I 
IMONG the holy Mountains high 
Is his foundation ^tft. 
There Seated in his SanSiuary^ 
His Temple there is placet. 

2 ^lons fair Gates the Lord loves more 

Then all the dwellings yar/W 
Of Jacobs Landy though there bejiore^ 
And all within his care. 

3 City of God, moft glorious things 

Of thee abroad are (poke ; 10 

4 I mention Egypt, where proud Kings 

Did our forefathers yoke^ 
I mention Babel to my friends, 

PhiUftia>// offiorn. 
And Tyre with Ethiops utmojl ends^ 

Lo this man there was born : 

5 But twife that praife /hall in our ear 

Be faid of Sion lajl 
This and this man was born in her. 

High God fliall fix her faft. 20 

6 The Lord flidl write it in a Scrowle 

That neVe fhall be out-wom 
When he the Nations doth enrowle 
That this man there was born. 

7 Both they who fing, and they who dance 

Withfacred Songs are there ^ 
In xhttfrejh brooks^ and foft Jireams glance 
And all my fountains clear. 
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PSAL. LXXXVIII. 

I 

ORD God that doft me fave and keep. 
All day to thee I cry ; 
And all night long, before thee weep 
Before thee projirate lie. 

2 Into thy prefence let my praier 

Withjighs devout afcend 
And to my cries, that ceafelefs are^ 
Thine ear with favour bend. 

3 For cloyM with woes and trouble ftore 

Surcharged my Soul doth lie, 10 

My life at deaths uncherful dore 
Unto the grave draws nigh. 

4 Reck'n^d I am with them that pafs 

Down to the difmal pit 
I am a ^man, but weak alas 
And for that name unfit. 

5 From life difcharg'd and parted quite 

Among the dead tojleepy 
And like the flain in bloody fight 

That in the grave lie deep. 20 

Whom thou remembereft no more, 

Doft never more regard. 
Them from thy hand delivered o're 

Deaths hideous houfe hath barred. 

6 Thou in the loweft pit profound 

Haft fet me allforlorny 

* Hcb. A man without manly ftrength- 
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Where thickeft darknefs hovers rounds 
In horrid deeps to mourn. 

7 l^hy WTzXh from which no /helterfaves 

Full fore doth prefs on me ; 30 

•Thou break'ft upon me all thy waves, 
*And all thy waves break me. 

8 Thou doft my friends from me eftrange. 

And mak'fl me odious. 
Me to them odious, y^r they change ^ 
And I here pent up thus. 

9 Through fbrrow, and afHidion great 

Mine eye grows dim and dead. 
Lord all the day I thee entreat. 

My hands to thee I fpread. \o 

I o Wilt thou do wonders on the dead. 

Shall the deceaPd arife 
And praife xht^from their loathfom bed 
With pale and hollow eyes ? 

I I Shall they thy loving kindnefs tell 

On whom the grave hath hold. 
Or they who in perdition dwell 
Thy faithfiilnefs unfold? 

1 2 In darknefs can thy mighty hand 

Or wondrous adls be known, 50 

Thy juftice in the gloomy land 
Of dark oblivion ? 

1 3 But I to thee O Lord do cry 

IS re yet my life befpent. 
And up to thee my praier doth hie 
Each morn, and thee prevent. 



* The Hebr. bears both- 
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14 Why wilt thou Lord my foul for&ke. 

And hide thy ^e fiY)m me, 

15 That am aheady bruis'd, and ^{hake 

With terror fent from thee ; 
Bniz'd, and aifluS^ and^ low 

As ready to expire. 
While I thy terrors undergo 

Aftenifh'd with thine ire. 

1 6 Thy fierce wrath over me doth flow 

Thy threatnings cut me through. 

17 All day they round about me go. 

Like waves they me perfue. 

1 8 Lover and friend thou haft remov'd 

And fever'd from me far. 
They^ me now whom 1 have lov'd. 
And as in darknefs are. 



A PARAPHRASE ON PSALM CXIV. 

This and the following Pfalm were done by the Author 
at Jifteen years old. 

?HEN thebleftfeed ofTerah's faithfiil Son, 
After long toil their liberty had won. 
And part from Pharian Fields to Ca- 
naan Land, 

Led by the ftrength of the Almighties hand, 
yehovah's wonders were in Xfrael ftiown. 
His praife and glory was in Ifrael known. 

' Heb. Prse Concuffione. 
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That Taw the troubled Sea» and fhivering fled» 
And fought to hide his froth becurled head 
Low in the earth, "Jordans clear ftreams recoil. 
As a faint Hoft that hath receiv'd the foil. lo 
The high, huge-bellied Mountains ikip like Rams 
Amongft: their Ews, the little Hills like Lambs. 
Why fled the Ocean ? And why ikipt the Moun- 
tains ? [tains P 
Why turned "Jordan toward his Chryftal Foun- 
Shake earth, and at the prefence be agaft 
Of him that ever was, and ay fliall laft:, 
That glafly floods from rugged rocks can cniih. 
And make foft rills from fiery flint-ftones gufli. 
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KET us with a gladfom mind 
Praife the Lord, for he is kind 
For his mercies ay endure. 
Ever ^ithfull, ever fure. 

Let us blaze his Name abroad. 
For of gods he is the God ; 
For his, Gfc. 

O let us his praifcs tell. 
Who doth the wrathfull tyrants quell. 
For his, Gff . 

Who with his miracles doth make 
Amazed Heav'n and Earth to ihake. 
For his, ^c. 
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Who by his wifdom did create 
The painted Heavens fo full of ftate. 
For his, &c. 

Who did the folid Earth ordain 
To rife above the watry plain. 

For his, &c. 20 

Who by his all-commanding might. 
Did fill the new-made world with light. 
For his, Gf^. 

And caused the Golden-treiled Sun, 
All the day long his courfe to run. 30 

For his, CSc. 

The horned Moon to fliine by night, 
Amongft her fpangled fillers bright. 
For his, &c. 

He with his thunder-clafping hand. 
Smote the firft-born of Egypt Land. 

For his, &c. 40 

And in defpight of Pharao fell. 
He brought from thence his Ifrael. 
For, ^c. 

The ruddy waves he cleft in twain. 
Of the Ery three an main. 
For, &c. 

The flouds ftood ftill like Walls of Glafs, 
While the Hebrew Bands did pafs. 50 

For, &c. 
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But full foon they did devour 
The Tawny King with all his power. 
For, &c. 

His chofen people he did blcis 
In the wailfull Wildernefs. 

For, Gff. 60 

In bloudy battel he brought down 
Kings of prowefs and renown. 
For, &c. 

He foild bold Seon and his hoft 
That rul'd the Amorrean coaft. 
For, Gff . 

And large-limb'd Og he did fubdue. 
With all his over-hardy crew. 70 

For, &c. 

And to his Servant Ifraelt 
He gave their Land therein to dwell. 
For, Gfc. 

He hath with a piteous eye 
Beheld us in our mifeiy. 

For, (Sc. 80 

And freed us from the flavery 
Of the invading enemy. 
For, &c. 

All living creatures he doth feed. 
And with full hand fupplies their need. 
For, ^c. 
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Let us dicrefore wari>k forth 
His mighty Majefty and worth. 
For, &c. 

That his manfion hath on high 

Above the reach of mortal eye. 

For his mercies ay endure. 

Ever faithful!, ever lure. 



Joannis Miltoni Londinenfis 
Poemata. 

Quorum pleraque intra Annum Eetatis 
Vigefimum confcripfit. 

^^C quae fequuntur de Authore teftimonia, 
■ tametii ipfe intelligebat non tarn de fe quam 
. fupra fe elTe di^, eo quod pneclaro ingenio 
viri, nee non amici ita fere folent laudare, ut 
omnia fuls potius virtutibus, quam veritati congruentia 
nimis cupide affingant, noluit tamen horum egregiam in 
ie voluntatem non elTe notam ; Cum alii praelertim ut id 
faceret magnopere fuaderent. Dum enim ninuEc laudis 
invidiam tods ab fe viribus amolitur, fibique quod plus 
icquo eft non attributum efle mavult, judicium interim 
hominimi cordatorum atque illuflrium qutn fummo libi 
honor! ducat, negare non poteft. 



Joannes Baptdfta Manfus, Marchio Vil- 

lenfis Neapolitanus ad Joannem 

Miltonium Anglum. 



V 



T mens, forma, decor, facies, mos,fi fietas fie, 
Non Anglus, verum hercli Angelus ip/e fores. 
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Ad Joonnem Miltx>iiem Anglum triplici 

pocfeos laorea coronandom Graca nimimm, 

Latmaj atque Hetrufca^ Epigramma 

Joannis Salfilli Roman!. 

CEDE Mdes, cedai deprejffa Mindus uma ; 
Sebetus Taflbm definai ufque loqui ; 
At Thamefis viSor cunSis ferat altiar undas. 
Nam per te, Milto, par irihu unus erii. 

Ad Joannem Miltonum. 

G'RJECIA lAxomdem,jaffetJlti Roma Maronem, 
Anglia Miltonum ja3al utriquc par em. 

Al Signer Gio. Miltoni Nobile Inglefe. 

ODE. 

ERGIMI air Etra o CUo 
Perche diftelU intrecciero car ma 
Non piu del Biondo Dio 
La Fronde eterna in Pindo, e in Elicona, 
Dienji a merto maggior, maggiori i fregiy 
A* celejie virtu celejii pregi. 

Non puo del tempo edace 

Rimaner preda, eterno alto valore 

Non puo r oblio r apace 

Furar dalle memorie eccelfo onore^ lo 

Su V arco di mia cetra un dardo forte 

Virtu m* addattiy eferiro la morte. 

Del Ocean profondo 

Cinta dagli ampi gorghi Anglia rijtede 
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Separata dal mondo, 

Pero che il/uo valor t umam eccede : 

Qjiefta fecondaja produrre Eroi, 

Ch' hanno a ragion del/ovruman tra mi. 

yiUa virtu sbandita 

Danno ne i petti lorfido ricettOy 

duella gli ejol gradita, 

Perche in lei /an trovar gioiay e diletto ; 

Ridille tu, Giovanni, e moftra in tanto 

Cen tua vera virtu, vera il mio Canto. 

Lttngi dal Patrio lido 

Spinfe Zeufi /* indujlre ardente brama ; 

Ch' ttdio d* Helena il grido 

Con aarea tron^a rimbombar lafama, 

E per poterla effigiare al faro 

Halle piu belle Idee trajfe ilpriu raro. 

Cofi V Ape Ingegnofa 

Trae con indujlria il/uo liquor pregiato 

Dal giglio e dalla ro/a, 

E quanti vaghi fieri or nana il prato ; 

Formano un dolce/uon diver/e Chordtj 

Fan varie voci melodia concorde, 

Di bella gloria amante 

Milton dal del natio per varie parti 

Le peregrine piante 

Volge/li a rieercar /eienze, ed arti ; 

Del Gallo regnator vedefii i Regni, 

E deir Italia ancor gl' Eroi piu degni. 

Fabro quafi divino 

Sol virtu ritttracciando il tuo penfiero 

Vide in ogni confine 

Chi di nobil valer calca il/entiero ; 

L' ottimo dal miglior dopo/cegliea 

Per fabbriear d' ogni virtu V Idea. 
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Qjiaati nacquero in Flora 

in lei del parlar Tofco appre/er /' arte^ jo 
La cui memoria onora 

Jl mondo fatta eterna in dotte cartey 
Folefti ricercar per tuo te/oro, 
E parlafti con hr nelV opre loro. 

Nell' altera Babdle 

Per te il parlar confuje Giove in vana^ 

Che per varie favelle 

Di/eflejfa trofeo caddefu'l piano: 

OC Ode oltr' all Anglia iljuo piu degno Jdioma 

Spagna, Francia, Tofcana^ e Grecia e Roma, to 

1 piu profondi arcani 

Ch' occulta la natura e in cielo e in terra 
Ch' a Ingegni fovrumani 
Troppo avara taV hor gli chiude, e/erra, 
Chiaramente cono/ci, e gtungi alfine 
Delia moral vtrtude al gran confine. 

Non batta il Tempo I' ale, 

Fermifi immota, e in unferminfigV anniy 

Che di virtu immortale 

ScoTTon di troppo ingiuriojt a i danni ; 70 

Che s' opre degne di Poema e ftoria 

Furon gia, I' hat prejenti alia memoria. 

Dammi tua do'lce Cetra 

Se vuei ch' io dica del tuo dolce canto, 

Ch' inalTMndoti all' Etra 

Di farti huomo celefie ottiene il vanto, 

II Tamigi il dira che gV e concejfo 

Per tejuo cigno pareggiar Permejfo. 

1 che in riva del Amo 

Tento /piegar tuo merto alto, e preclaro go 

Sechefatico indarno. 
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E ad ammirar, non a lodarlo imparo ; 
Freno dunque la lingua, e ajcolto H core 
Che ti prende a ledar con lojiupere. 

Del fig. Antonio Francini gentilhuomb 

Fioreniino. 



Joanni Miltoni Londinenii. 

Juveni Patria, virtutihus eximio, ■ 

VIRO qui multa peregrinatione, ftudio cunila, orbis 
terrarum loea perjpexit, ut nevus Ulyfles omnia 
uhique ah omnibus apprehenderet. 

PolyglottOj in cujus ore lingua Jam deperdita fie revi- 
•vi/cunt, ttt idiomaia omnia fini in ejus laudibus in/aeunda ; 
Et jure ea percallet ut admirationes &f plau/us populerum 
ab propria Japientia excitatos, intelligat. 

IIU, cujus animi dotes corporijque^ Jenjus ad admiratto- 
nem commovent, i^ per ipjam motum cuique auferunt ; 
cujus opera ad plau/us hortantur, Jed venujiate vocem lau- 
datoribus adimunt. 

Cui in Memoria lotus Orbis : In htelle£Iu Sapientia : 
In voluntate ardor gloria : In ore Eloquentia : Harmonicas 
cxlefiium Sphararum Jonitus Afironomta Duce audienti ; 
Chara£ieres mirabilium nature per quos Dei magnitude 
de/cribitur magijira Philofophia legenti ; Antiquitatum la- 
tebras, vetujtatis excidia, eruditionis ambages comite nffidua 
autorum LeSione. 

Exquirenti, reftauranii, percurrenii. 
At cur nitor in arduum ? 

Hit in cujus virtulibus- evulgandis ora Fama non/uffi- 
ciant, nee hominumjiupor in laudandisjatis efi. Revereniia 
(^ amoris ergo hoc ejus meritis dehifum admirationis trtbu- 
tum offert Carolus Datus Patricius Florentitius. 

^anto homini/ervus, tanta vtrtutis amator. 
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Liber Primus. 
Elegia prima ad Carolum Diodatum. 

^ANDEM, chare, tiue mihi pcrvenere tabelle, 
Pertulit & voces nuncia charta tuas, 
Pertulit occidua Deva CeftrcHfis ab or£ 
Vergivium prono qua petit amne {klum. 
Multum crede juvat terras aluifle remotas 

PeAus amans noftri, tamque iidele caput, 
Quddque mihi lepidum tellus longinqua ibdalem 

Debet] at unde brevi reddere jufla velit. 
Me tenet urbs reflua quam Tkamejis alluit unda, 

Meque nee invitum patria dulcis habet. lo 

Jam nee aruiidiferum mihi cura revifere Camum, 

Nee dudum vetiti me laris angit amor. 
Nuda nee arva placent, umbraTque negantia moUeSi 

Quam male Phcebicolis convenit ilte locus ! 
Nee duri libet ufque minas f>erferTe magiftri 

Caeteraque ingemo non fubeunda meo. 
Si fit hoc exilium pattios aditfle penates, 

Et vacuum curis otia grata fequi, 
Non ego vel profugi nomen, fortemve recufo, 

Lxtus & exilit conditione fruor. m 

O utinam vates nunquam graviora tulilTet 

lUe Tomitano flebilis exul agro ; 
Non tunc Jonio quicquam ceffiffet Homero 
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Neve foret viAo laus tibi prima Maro. 
Tempora nam licet hic placidis dare libera Muiis, 

Et totum rapiunt me mea vita libri. 
Excipit hinc feflum finuofi pompa theatri, 

Et vocat ad plaufus garrula Icena fuos. 
Seu catus auditur fenior, feu prodigus hseres, 

Seu procus, aut poftti caflide miles adeft, 
Sive decennali foecundus lite patronus 

Detonat inculto barbara verba foro, 
Saepe vafer gnata fuccurrit fervus amanri, 

Et naTum rigidi fallit ubique Patris ; 
Sa"pe novos illic virgo mirata calores 

Quid fit amor nefcit, dum quoque neJcit, amat. 
Sive cruentatum furiofa Tragoedia fceptrum 

Quaflat, & cfFufis crinibus ora rotat, 
Et do]et, & fpedo, juvat & fpeftafle dolendo, 

Interdum & lacrymis dulcis amaror ineft : 
Seu puer infelix indelibata reliquit 

Gaudia, & abrupto flendus amore cadit, 
Seu ferus e tenebris iterat Styga criminis ultor 

Confcia funereo pwftora torre movcns, 
Seu miret Pelopeia domus, feu nobilis Hi, 

Aut luit inceftos aula Creenlts avos. 
Sed neque Tub tefto temper nee tn urbe latemus, 

Irrita ncc nobis tempora veris eunt. 
Nos quoque lucus habct vicina confitus ulmo 

Atque fuburbani nobilis umbra loci. 
Saspius hic blandas Ipirantla fydera flammas 

Virgineos videas prKteriifle chores. 
Ah quoties digna: ftupui miracula formEc 

QujB poflit fenium vel reparare Jovis ; 
Ah quoties vidi fuperantia lumina gemmas, 

Atque faces quotquot volvit uterque polus ; 
Collaque bis vivl Pelopis quEe brachia vincant, 

Quxque fluit puro neAare tinfta via, 
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£t dccos cximiam fronds^ tremnlofipie gs^mUos, 

Aurca cpce fdlax reda tendit Amor. fe 

Pdlacdque gcnas, ad quas byadndiiiia fixdct 

Porpma, & ipfe tui floris, Adam^ mbor. 
Cedite landatar todes Htrmdes dim, 

Et quaccaiKitie vagom cepit amka Jsvem» 
Cedite Achstman^ turriti fronte puelke, 

Et quot Suia colmit, Memmamamque Niwm. 
Vos edam Dana^ faices (iibmitdte Nym|diac^ 

Et V08 Hiac^y Rsmule^que nmns. 
Nee Pompeianas Tarpeia Mufk colmmias 

Jadet, & Aujaniis plena theatra ftolis. 70 

Gloria Virgiiiibiis debetor prima Britamtisy 

VjCberz €^ din fit foemina pdle (eqai. 
Tuque wbs Dardaniis Londinum ftruda colcmis 

Turrigerum late confpicienda caput, 
Tu nimium felix intra tua nucnia claudis 

Quicquid formofi pendulus orbis habeL 
Non dbi tot caclo fcindllant aftra (ereno 

Endymione^ turba minlftra dese, 
Quot dbi confpicuac formaque auroque puells 

Per medias radiant turba videnda vias, 80 

Creditur hue geminis venifle invedta columbis 

Alma pharetrigero milite cinfta Venus j 
Huic Cnidotij & riguas Simoentis flumine valles, 

Huic Paphotiy & rofeam pofthabitura Cypron. 
Aft ego, dum pueri finit indulgentia caeci, 

Mcenia quam fubito linquere faufta paro ; 
Et vitare procul malefidas infamia Circes 

Atria, divini Molyos ufus ope. 
Stat quoque juncofas Cami remeare paludes, 

Atque iterum raucae murmur adire Scholse. 90 

Interea fidi parvum cape munus amici, 

Paucaque in alternos verba coada modos. 
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Elegia fecunda, Anno aetatis 17. 
In obitum Pracorm Academici Cantahrigienfis. 

TEj qui conrpicuus baculo fulgente folebas 
Palladium toties ore ciere gregem, 
Ultima pneconiim pneconem te quoque fxva 

Mors rapit, offido nee favet ipfa fuo. 
Candidiora Itcet fuerint tibi tempora plumis 

Sub quibus accipimus delttuiHe Jovem, 
O dignus tamen Hamonio yiweneicexe fuccoi 

Dignus in MJonios vivere poHe dies> 
Dignus quem Stygiis medica revocaret ab undis 

Arte Coronides, fepe rogante dea, 10 

Tu 11 julTus eras acies accire togatas, 

£t celer k Phabo nuntius ire tuot 
Talis in Uiaed ftabat Q/Uenius aula 

Alipes, aetherea milTus ab arce Patris. 
Talis & Eurybaies ante ora furentis AchilUt 

Rettulit AtTtda jufla fevera ducis. 
Magna &pulchrorum regina, fatelles Avemi 

Sanra nimis Mufis, Palladi Txva nimis, 
Quin illos rapias qui pondus inutile terncj 

Turba qutdem ell telis ilia petenda tuis. so 

Veltibus hunc igitur pullis Ac^emia luge, 

Et madeant lachrymis nigra feretra tuis. 
Fundat & ipla modos querebunda Elegeia trifles, 

Peribnet & totis naenia moefta fcholis. 

Elegia terda, Anno setatis 1 7. 

In obitum PrafuUs Wintonienjis. 

MOESTUS eram,& tacitus nullo comitante fedebam, 
Harebantque animo triftia plura meo, 
Frotinus en Tubiit funella: cladis Imago 
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Fecit in AngUaco quam LMntina ' folo ; 
Dum procerum ingrefla eft fplendentes mannore turres 

Dira fepulchrali mors metuenda face ; 
Puifavitque auro gravidos & jafpidc muros. 

Nee metuit iatrapum ftemere falce greges. 
Tunc memini clarique ducis, fratrifque verendi 

Intempeftivis ofla cremata rogis. lo 

£t memini Heroum quos vidit ad xthera raptos, 

Flevit & amiflbs Belgia tota duces. 
At te prscipue luxi digniflime prsdul, 

JVintoniac[uc olim gloria magna tute ; 
Dclicui fletu, & trifti fie ore querebar, 

Mors fera Tartareo diva fecunda Jtmi^ 
Nonne fatis quod fylva tuas perfentiat iras, 

Et quod in herbofos jus tibi detur agros, 
Quodque afflata tuo marcefcant lilia tabo, 

Et crocus, & pulctirx Cyfridi facra ro&, lo 

Nee finis ut Temper fluvio contermina quercus 

Mtretur lapfus prsetereuntis aquae ? 
Et tibi fuccumbtt liquido quae plurima cslo 

Evehitur pennis quamlibet augur avis, 
Et qux mille nigris errant animalia fylvis, 

Et quod alunt mutum Proteos antra pecus, 
Invida, tanta tibi cum fit concefla poteftas ; 

Quid juvat human^ tingere oede manus ? 
Nobileque in peAus cettas acutfTe Tagittas, 

Semideamque animam fede fugafie fua? 31 

Talia dum laciymans alto fub peftore volvo, 

Roicidus occiduis He/perus exit aquis, 
Et Tarteffiaco fubmerferat sequore currum 

Phcebus, ab eoo littore menfiw iter. 
Nee mora, membra cavo pofiii refovenda cubili, 



' Libititta'\ The plague that now raged in Lmdoti^ and earned 
'*^ 35)4' 7 perfons. WhiteUck's Mem. p. 2, fVarttn. 
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Condiderant oculos noxque foporque meos. 
Cum mihi vifus eram lato ipatiarier agro, 

Heu nequit ingenium vi& referre tneum. 
lUic punicea radiabant omnia luce, 

Et matutino cum juga fole rubent. 4.1, 

Ac veluti cum pandit opes Thaumanlia proles, 

Veftitu nituit muldcolore folum. 
Non dea tarn variis ornavit floribus hortos 

Alcinoi, Zepkyro Ckloris amata levi. 
Flumina vcrnantcs lambunt argentca campos, 

Ditior Hejperia flavet arena Tago, 
Serpit odoriferas per opes levis aura Favoni, 

Aura fub innumeris humida nata roiis. 
Talis in extremis teme Gangetidis oris 

Luciferi regis fingitur efle domus. jo 

Ipfe racemiferis dum denfas vitibus umbras 

Et pellucentcs miror ubique locos, 
Ecce mihi fubito Pneful IVintonius aftat, 

Sydereum nitido fulfit in ore jubar ; 
Veftis ad auratos defluxit Candida talos, 

Infuia divinum cinxerat alba caput. 
Dumque fenex tali incedit venerandus amidu> 

Intremuit Xxto florea terra fono. 
Agmina gemmatis plaudunt ccleftia pennis, 

Vufz, triumphal! perTonat tethra tub4. do 

Quifque novum amplexu comltem cantuque falutat, 

Hofque aliquis placido mifit ab ore fonos ; 
Nate veni, & patrii felix cape gaudia regni. 

Semper ab hlnc duro, nate, labore vaca. 
Dixit, & aligerae tetigerunt nablia tumue. 

At mihi cum tenebris aurea pulfa quies. 
Flebam turbatos Cephaleia pellice fomnos, 

Talia contingant {omnia fiepe mihi. 
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Elegia quarta. Anno setads 1 8. 

j^J TAomam "Junium praceptorem fuum^ apud 

Mercatora Anglicos Hamburgte agentes, 

Pajioris Munere fungentem. 

CURRE per tmmenAim fubito mea litteta pontom, 
I> pete Teutenieos laeve per tequor agros, 
Scgnes rumpc moras, & nil, precor, obftet eunti, 

Et feftinantis nil remoretur iter. 
Ipfe ego Sicanio fnenantem carcere ventos 

/Eolon, & virides iblUcitabo Deos ; 
CEcruleamque fius coniitatam Dorida Nymphis, 

Ut tibi dent placidam per Tua regna viam. 
At tu, li poteris, celeres tibi fume jugales, 

Vedla quibus CeUhis fugit ab ore viri. n 

Aut queis Triptoleaus Scythicas devenit in oras 

Gratus Eleujind miflus ab urbe puer. 
Atque ubi Germanas flavere videbis arenas 

Ditis ad Hamburgte mcenia flefte gradum, 
Dicitur occifo qute duccre nomcn ab Hami, 

Cimbrica quem fertur clava dedifle neci. 
Vivit ibi antiqux clarus pietalis honore 

Prseful Chrifticelas pafcere doAus oves ; 
Ille quidem eft animx plufquam pars altera noftnej 
■ Dimidio vitae vivere cogor ego. *< 

Hei mihi quot pelagi, quot montes inteijedH 

Me faciunt alii parte carere mei ! 
Charior ille mihi quam tu doAiflime Graium 

Cliniadi, pronepos qui Telamonis erat. 
Quamque Stagirites generolb magnus alumno, 

Quem pcperit Libyco Chaonts alma Jevi. 
Qyalis Amyntorides, qualis Philyreius Heros 

Myrmidemm regi, talis & ille mihi. 
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Primus ego Monies illo pneeiinte recefliis 

Luftrabam, & bifid! &cra vireta jugi, y> 

P/mg/quc haufi latices, Clitx^ut favente, 

Caftalio fparfi Iseta ter ora mero. 
Flammeus at fignum ter viderat arietis jEthfi^ 

Induxitque aura lanea terga novoi 
Bifque novo terram fparfifti Chlori fenilem 

Gramine, bifque tuas ab{lulit Aufter opes : 
Necduhi ejus Hcuit mihi lumina pafcere vultu, 

Aut linguse dulces aure bibilTe fonos. 
Vade igitur, curfuque Eurum prcverte Ibnorum, 

Quatn fit opus monids res docet, ipfa vides. 40 

Invenies dulci cum conjuge forte fedentem, 

Mulcentem gremio pignora chara fuo, 
Forfitan aut veterum praelarga volumlna patrum 

Ver&ntem, aut veri biblia facra Dei. 
Caslellive animas fiiturantem rare tenellas, 

Grande laludferte religionis opus. 
Utque folet, multam, fit dlcere cura falutem, 

Dicere quam decuit, fi mode adefiet, herum. 
Hxc quoque paulum oculos in himium defixa modeib», 

Verba verecuddo fis memor ore loqrn : 50 

Haec tibij fi teneris vacat inter prselia Mufis 

Mittit ab Angiiaco littore fida manus. 
Accipe fiAceram^ quamvis fit lera, lalutem ; 

Fiat & hoc iplb gratior ilia tibi. 
Sera quidem, fed vera fuit, quam cafta recepit 

Icaris a lento Pettelopeia viro. 
Aft ego quid volui manifefttmi tollere crimen, 

Ipfe quod ex omni parte levare nequit. 
At^itur tardus merito, noxamque fatetur, 

Et pudet officium deTeniilTe fuum. Co 

Tu modo da vcniam faflb, veniamque roganti, 

Crimina diminui, quae patuere, folent. 
-Non kTU& in pavidos riAus diducit hiantes. 
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Vulnifico pronos nee rapit ungue leol 
Ssepe farifliferi crudelia peAora ^hracis 

Supplicis ad moeftas delicuere preces. 
Extenfeque manus avertunt fulminis iAus, 

Placat & iratos hoftia parva Deos. 
Jamque diu fcripfifle tibi fuit impetus iUi, 

Neve moras ultra ducere pafTus Amor. 70 

Nam vaga Fama refert, heu nuntia vera malorum ! 

In tibi finitimis bella timiere locis, 
Teque tuamque urbem truculento milite cingi, 

Et jam Saxonicos arma parade duces. 
Te circum late campos populatur Enyoy 

Et fata came virum jam cruor arva rigat. 
Germanifque fuum conceffit Thracia Martemy 

lUuc Odryfios Mars pater egit equos. 
Perpetuoque comans jam deflorefcit oliva, 

Fugit & aerifonam Diva perofa tubam, 80 

Fugit io terris, & jam non ultima virgo 

Creditur ad fuperas jufta volafTe domos. 
Te tamen interea belli circumfonat horror, 

Vivis & ignoto folus inopfque folo ; 
Et, tibi quam patrii non exhibuere penates 

Sede peregrina quseris egenus opem. 
Patria dura parens, & faxis faevior albis 

Spumea quse pulfat littoris unda tui, 
Siccine te decet innocuos exponere faetus ; 

Siccine in extemam ferrea cogis humum, 90 

Et finis ut terris quaerant alimenta remotis 

Quos tibi profpiciens miferat ipfe Deus, 
Et qui laeta ferunt de caelo nuntia, quique 

Quae via poft cineres ducat ad aftra, docent ? 
Digna quidem Stygiis quae vivas claufa tenebris, 

^ternaque animae digna perire fame ! 
Haud aliter vates terras Thestiitdis olim 

Preffit inafliieto devia tefqua pedc. 
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Defertafque Arabum falebras, dum regis Achabi 

E/fugit atque tuas, Sidoni ' dira, manus. 100 

Talis & horrifono laceratus membra flagello, 

Paulus ab jEmathid pellitur urbe Cilix. 
Pifcofeque ipfum Gergeffa civis Jefum 

Finibus ingratus juflit abire fuis. 
At tu fume animos, nee fpes cadat anxia curis 

Nee tua concubat decolor ofla metus. 
Sis etenim quamvis fulgentibus obfitus armis, 

Intententque tib! millia tela necem, 
At nullts vel inerme latus violabitur armis, 

Deque tuo cufpis nulla cniore bibet. no 

Namque eris ipfe Dei radiante fub iegide tutus, 

Ille tibi cullos, & pugil ille tibi ; 
lUe Simaa qui tot fub mcenibus arcis 

Affyrios fudit node (Uente viros ; 
Inque fugam vertit quos in Samaritidas oras 

Mifit ab andqub prifca Dama/cus agris, 
Terruit & denfas pavido cum regc cohortes, 

Aere dum vacuo buccina clara {bnat. 
Cornea pulvereum dum verberat ungula campum, 

Currus arenofam dum quatit aAus humum, no 

Auditurque hinnitus equorum ad bella ruentum, 

Et ftrepitus ferri, murmuraque alta virum. 
Et tu (quod fupereft miferi) {perare memento, 

Et tua magnanimo peftore vince mala. 
Nee dubites quandoquc frui melioribus annis, 

Atque iterum patrios pofTe videre lares. 

' Sidoni] fexeiely the wife of Jbai, daughter of Etbbaal^ 
king of the Sidenians. fVarton. 
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Ekgia quinta. Anno artads 20. 

Li ad^xntmm xeris. 

1^ K pctpctao Rdopoi tcwiAubuc ffrio 
Jmi Jciroc4t ZcpaTTDS vne Ifpfiifr oofos. 
In duitu f q oc brdrem TcOas iqmjiuju fc uLm y 

JiUiic|iic floiatz gdn duke TircKit hiiiniw. 
P wor I za oc nobis redcmit tn Guniiut Tncs^ 

Ingemtunque milii miui c ie reris adcft ? 
Mtmere yens adcft, itamnqiie v^eicit ab iDo 

(Qois putet) atque afiquod jam fibi poldt opos. 
dftalis ante ocolos, bifidmnqoe cacamen obcml^ 

Et mihi Pyrenen boasaz node femnt. lo 

Gmdtaque arcano fenrent mihi peAora moto, 

Et furor^ & fimitos me £urer intus agit. 
Delius ipk rant^ video Pcneide lamo 

Implidtos crines, Delius ipfe venit. 
Jam mihi mens liquidi raptatur in ardua o&li, 

Perque vagas nubes corpore liber eo. 
Perque umbras^ perque antra feror penetralia vatam, 

Et mihi fana patent interiora Dedm. 
Intuiturque animus toto quid agatur OfympOy 

Nee fugiunt oculos Tartara caeca meos. %o 

Quid tarn grande ibnat diftento ipiritus ore ? 

Quid parit hacc rabies, quid (acer ifte furor ? 
Ver mihi, quod dedit ingenium, cantabitur illo ; 

Profuerint ifto reddita dona modo. 
Jam Philomela tuos foliis adoperta novellis 

Inftituis modulos, dum filet omne nemus. 
Urbe egOy tu fylvi iimul incipiamus utrique, 

Et fimul adventum veris uterque canat. 
Veris io rediere vices, celebremus honores 

Veris, & hoc fubeat Mufa perennis opus. 30 j 
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Jam (bl jEthiopas fugiens TV/A^/r/^que arva, 

Fledit ad Ardoas aurea lora plagas. 
Eft breve noAis iter, brevis eft mora nodis opacs 

Horrida cum tenebris exulat Ilia fuis. 
Jamque Lycaonius plauftrum cselefte Bootes 

Non longa (equitur feftus ut ante vi^, 
Nimc etiam (blltas circum JovU atria toto 

Excubias agitant fydera rara polo. 
Nam dolus^ & csedes, & vis cum node receftit^ 

Neve Giganteum Dii timuere (celus. 40 

Forte aliquis fcopuli recubans in vertice paftor, 

Rofcida cum primo fble rubeicit humus^ 
Hac^ ait, hac certe caruifti node puella 

Thcsbe tua, celeres quae retineret equos. 
Lsta fuas repetit fylvas, pharetramque refumit 

Cynthiuy Luciferas ut videt alta rotas, 
Et tenues ponens radios gaudere videtur 

Qfficium fieri tam breve fratris ope. 
Deiere, Phcsbus ait, thalamos Aurora feniles. 

Quid juvat effbeto procubuifle toro ? 50 

Te manet jEolides viridi venator in herba. 

Surge, tuos ignes altus Hymettus habet. 
Flava verfecundo dea crimen in ore fatetur, 

Et matutinos ocyus urget equos. 
Exuit invifam Melius rediviva fenedam, 

Et cupit amplexus Phcsbe fubire tuos ; 
Et cuj^t, & digna eft, quid enim formofius ilia. 

Pandit ut omniferos luxuriofa finus, 
Atque Arabum fpirat meftes, & ab ore venufto 

M itia cum Paphiis fundit amoma rofis. 60 

Ecce coronatur facro frons ardua luco, 

Cingit ut Idaam pinea turris Opim ; 
Et vario madidos intexit flore capillos, 

Floribus & vifa eft poflc placere fuis. 
Floribus effiifos ut erat redimita capillos 
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Tenario placuit diva Sicana Deo. 
Afpice Fhosbe tibi faciles hortantur amores, 

Mellitafque movent flamina vema preces. 
Cinnamed Zephyrus leve plaudit odorifer ala, 

BlanditiaCjue tibi ferre videntur aves. 70 

Nee fine dote tuos temeraria quaerit amores 

Terra, nee optatos pofcit egena toros. 
Alma falutiferum medicos tibi gramen in uAis 

Prsebet, & hinc ticulos adjuvat ipfa tuos. 
Quod fi te pretium, fi te fulgentia tangunt 

Munera, (muneribus faepe coemptus Amor) 
Ilia tibi oftentat quafcunque fub sequore vafto, 

Et fuperinjeAis montibus abdit opes. 
Ah quoties cum tu clivofo fefliis Olympo 

In vefpertinas pnecipitaris aquas, 80 

Cur te, inquit, curfu languentem Phabe diumo 

Hefperiis recipit Carula mater aquis ? 
Quid tibi cum Tethy ? Quid cum Tarteffide lympha, 

Dia quid immundo perluis ora falo ? 
Frigora Phcebe mea melius captabis in umbra, 

Ihxt ades, ardentes imbue rore comas. 
MoUior egelida veniet tibi ibmnus in herba. 

Hue ades, & gremio lumina pone meo. 
Quaque jaces circum mulcebit lene fufurrans 

Aura per humentes corpora fufa rofas. 90 

Ncc me (crede mihi) terrent Semeli'ia fata. 

Nee Phdetonteo fumidus axis equo ; 
Cum tu Phcebe tuo fapientius uteris igni, 

Hue ades & gremio lumina pone meo. 
Sic Tellus lafciva fuos fufpirat amores ; 

Matris in exemplum csetera turba ruunt. 
Nunc etenim toto currit vagus orbe Cupido^ 

Languentefque fovet folis ab igne faces. 
Infonuere novis lethalia cornua nervis. 

Trifle micant ferro tela corufca novo. 100 
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Jamque vel. inviAam tentat fuperalle Dianatn, 

QuEeque fedet iacro Vefta pudica foco. 
Ipfa leneTcentem reparat Fenus annua formam, 

Atque iterum tepido creditur otta man. 
Marmoreas juvencs clamant Hymen^e per urbes, 

Litus io Hymertj & cava faxa fonant. 
Cuitior ille venit tunictque decentior apta, 

Puniceum redolet veftis odors crocum. 
Egrediturque frequens ad amoeni gaudia veris 

Virgineos auro cindia puella flnus. tto 

Votum eft cuique fuum, votum eft tamen omnibus unum, 

Ut fibi quern cupiat, det Cytherea virum. 
Nunc quoque feptena modulatur arundine paftor^ 

Et fua qujc jungat carmina Phyllis habet. 
Navita nodturno placat fua fydera cantu, 

DflpAina/que leves ad vada fumma vocat. 
Jupiter ipfe alto cum conjuge ludit Olytnpo, 

Convocat & famulos ad fua fefta Deos. 
Nunc etiam Satyri cum fera crepufcula furgunt, 

Pcrvolitant celeri florea rura choro, »»0 

Sylvanufque fua Ofpariffi fronde revinAus, 

Semicaperque Deus, femideufque caper. 
Quasque fob arboribus Dryades latuere vetuftis 

Perjuga, per folos expadantur agros. 
Per fata luxuriat fruticetaque M^naUus Pan, 

Vix Cyhle mater, vix fibi tuta Ceres, 
Atque aliquam cupidus prsedatur Oreada Faunus, 

Confulit in trepidos dum fibi Nympha pedes, 
Jamque latet, latitanfque cupic male teAa videri, 

Et fugit, & fugiens pervelit ipfa capi. ijo 

Dii quoque non dubitant aelo prseponere fylvas, 

Et fua quifque libi numina lucus habet. 
Et fua quifque di'u fibi numina lucus habeto, 

Nee vos arbored dii precor ite domo. 
Te referant miferis te Jupiter aurea terris 
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Ssecla^ quid ad nimbos aipera tela redis ? 
Tu faltem lente rapidos age Pfuebe jugales 

Qua potes, & fenfim tempora veris eant. 
Brumaque produftas tarde ferat hifpida noAes^ 

Ingruat & noftro ferior umbra polo. 140 



Elegia fexta. 

Ad Carolum Diodatum ruri commorantem. 

m 

^i cum idibus Decemb, fcripfijfety l^ fua carmtna excufari poftu- 
laffet Ji folito minus effent bona^ quod inter lautitias quihts erat 
ab amijis exceptusy baud fatis feltcem operam Mufis dare ft poji 
affirmabaty hunc habuit refponfum. 

MITTO tdbi fanam non pleno ventre (alutem^ 
Qua tu diftento forte carere potes. 
At tua quid noflram proleAat Mufa camoenam^ 

Nee finit optatas pofle fequi tenebras ? 
Carmine fcire velis quam te redamemque colamque^ 

Crede mihi vix hoc carmine fcire queas. 
Nam neque nofter amor modulis includitur ardtis^ 

Nee venit ad claudos integer ipfe pedes. 
Quam bene folennes epulas, hilaremque Decembrim 

Feftaque coelifugam quae coluere Deum^ 10 

Deliciafque refers, hybemi gaudia ruris, 

Hauftaque per lepidos Gallica mufta focos. 
Quid quereris refugam vino dapibufque poefin ? 

Carmen amat Bacchum, Carmina Bacchus amat. 
Nee puduit Phcsbum virides geftafTe corymbos, 

Atque hederam lauro prsepofuifle fuse. 
Ssepius Aoniis clamavit coUibus Euce 

Mifta Thyoneo turba novena choro. 
Nafb Corallieis mala carmina mi/it ab agris : 

Non illic epulse non fata vitis erat. xo 
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Quid nil] vina, ro&Tque racemiferumque Lyceum 

Cantavit brevibus Tiia Mufa modis, 
Pindaricofque inflat numeros Teumefius Evan, 

Et redolet fumptum pagina qua-que merum, 
Dum gravis everfo currus crepat axe fupinus, 

Et volat Eleo pulvere fuicus eques. 
Quadrimoque madens Lyricen Romanus laccho 

Dulce canit Glyceran, flavicomamque Chloen. 
Jam quoque lauta tibi generofo menfa paratu. 

Mentis alit vires, ingetiiumque fovet. 30 

Mallica fcecundam ddpumant pocula venam, 

Fundis & ex ipfo condita metra cado. 
Addimus his artes, fufumque per intima Phabum 

Coi-da ; favent uni Bacchus, ApollOy Ceres. 
Scilicet haud mirum tarn dulcia carmina per te 

Numine compolito tres peperifle Deos. 
Nunc quoque Threjfa tibi cxlato barbitos auro 

Infbnat arguta molliter iifta manu ; 
Auditurque chelys fufpenfa tapetia circum, 

Virgineos tremulS qux regat arte pedes. 40 

Ilia tuas faltem teneant fpedacula Mufas, 

Et revocent, quantum crapula pellit iners. 
Crede mihi dum pGdlit ebur> comitataque pleifbrum 

Implet odoratos fefta chorea tholos, 
Percipies tacitum per peAora fcrpere Phabum, 

Quale repenttnus permeat ofla calor, 
Pcrque puellares oculos digitumque fonantem 

Irruet in totos lapla Thalia fmus. 
Namque Elegia levis multonjm cura dcorum eft, 

Et vocat ad numeros quemlibet ilia fuos \ 50 

Liber adeft elcgis, £rfl/oque, Cfr^jque, ^mitrque, 

Et cum purpurea matre tenellus Amor. 
Talibus inde licent convivia larga poeds, 

Stepius & veteri commaduifle mero. 
At qui bella refert, & adulto Tub Jove coelum. 
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Herooique pios, iemideolque duces, 
£t nunc ianfta canit iuperum coniuha deomin. 

Nunc latrata fero r^na profunda caney 
Ille quidem parce Samii pro more magiftri 

Vivat, & innocuos pnebeat herba dbos ; 
Stet prope fa^neo pellucida lympha catillo, 

Sobriaque e puro pocula fonte bibat. 
Additur htuc fcelerifque vacans, & cafta juventus, 

£t rigid! mores, & fine labe manus. 
Qualis vefte nitens (acra, & luftralibus undis 

Surgis ad infenibs augur iture Deos. 
Hoc ritu vixifle ferunt poft rapta iagacon 

Lumina T^irefian^ Ogygsumquc UnoHj 
£t lare devote profugum Calchania, lenemque 

Orphean edomitis ibla per antra feris ; 
Sic dapis exiguus, fie rivi potor Humerus 

Dulichium vexit per freta longa virum, 
£t per Monfhificam Perjeise^ Phe^hados aulam, 

£t vada foemineis infidioia ibnis, 
Perque tuas rex ime domos, ubi (anguine nigro 

Dicitur umbrarum detinuifle gr^es. 
Diis etenim facer eft vates, divumque fiu:erdos, 

Spirat & occultum peAus, & ora Jovem. 
At tu fi quid agam, (citabere (fi modo (altem 

£fre putas tanti nofcere fiquid agam) 
Paciferum canimus cselefti femine regem, 

Fauftaque facratis fascula pa<5fca libris, 
Vagitumque Dei, & ftabulantem paupere tedo 

Qui fuprema fuo cum patre regna colit. 
Stelliparumque polum, modulantefque a^ere turmas, 

£t fubito elifbs ad (ua fana Deos. 



* Perfeia\ Circe was the daughter of die fun, and as fomc 
fay, of Hecate. Ov. Met. vii. 74. Rem. Amor. 263. fFartm. 
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Dona quidem dedlmus Chrijii natalibus ilia 

Ilia Tub auroram lux mihi prima tulit. 
Te quoque preflk manent patriis meditata cicuds, 

Tu mihi> cui recitem, judlcis inftar en's. 90 



Elegia reptfrna, Anno astads undevigeiimo. 

NONDUM blanda ttus leges Amathufia ndranif 
Et Paphio vacuum peAus ab igne fuit. 
Ssepc cupidineas, puerilta tela, fagittas, 

Atque tuum fprevi maxime, numen> Amor. 
Tu puer imbelles dixi transfige columbas, 

Conveniunt tenero mollia bella duci. 
Aut de paHeribus tumidos age, parve, triumphos, 

Ha:c funt DiUIttae digna trophfca tua: : 
In genus humanum quid inania dirigis arma ? 

Non valet in fortes ifta pharetia viros. 10 

Non tulit hoc Qfprius, (neque enim Deus ullus ad iras 

Promptior) & dupUci jam ferus igne calet. 
Ver erat, & fummse radians per cidmina vlllac 

Attulerat ptimam lux tibi Mate diem : 
At mihi adhuc refugam quictebant lumina noAem 

Nee matudnum fuftinuere jubar. 
Aflat Amor leAo, pi^s Amor impiger alls, 

Prodidit allantem mota pharetra Deum : 
Prodidit & ^les, & dulce minantis ocelli, 

Et quicquid puero, dignum & Amore fuit. 10 

Talis in 8Btemo juvenis Sigeius Olympo 

Mifcet amatx>ri pocula plena Jovi ; 
Aut qui formoras pellexit ad ofcula nymphas 

Thiodamantaus Naiade raptus Hylas ; 
Addideratque iras, fed & has decuiHe putares, 

Addideratque truces, nee fine felle minas. 
Et mifer exempio iapuilTes tutius, inquit. 
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Nunc mea quid poflit dextera teftis eris. 
Inter & expertos vires numerabere noftras, 

£t faciam vero per tua damna fidem. 30 

Ipfe ego fi nefcis ftrato Pythone fuperbum 

Edomui Fhcsbumy ceffit & ille mihi ; 
Et quoties meminit Peneidos^ ipfe fatetur 

Certius & gravius tela nocere mea» 
Me nequit addudum curvare peritius arcum. 

Qui poft terga folet vincere Parihus eques» 
Cydoniu/c^t mihi cedit venator, & ille 

Infcius uxori qui necis author erat. 
Eft etiam nobis ingens quoque vid:us Oriofiy 

Hercule^quc manus^ Herculeufqnt comes. 40 

Jupiter ipfe licet fua fulmina torqueat in me^ 

Haerebunt lateri fpicula noftra Jovis. 
Csetera qus dubitas melius mea tela docebunt, 

Et tua non leviter corda petenda mihi. 
Nee te ftulte tuae potenmt defendere MuTs^ 

Nee tibi Phab^eus porriget anguis opem. 
Dixit, & aurato quatiens mucrone fagittam, 

Evolat in tepidos Cypridos ille finus. 
At mihi rifuro tonuit ferus ore minad, 

Et mihi de puero non metus uUus erat, 50 

Et modo qua noftri fpatiantur in urbe Quirites 

Et modo vUlarum proxima rura placent. 
Turba frequens, facieque fimillima turba dearum 

Splendida per medias itque reditque vias. 
AuAaque luce dies gemino fulgore corufcat,^ 

Fallor ? an & radios hinc quoque Phcebus habet. 
Haec ego non fugi fpeftacula grata feverus. 

Impetus & quo me fert juvenilis, agor. 
Lumina luminibus male providus obvia mifi 

Neve oculos potui continuifle meos. 60 

Unam forte aliis fupereminuiffe notabam, 

Principium noftri lux erat ilia mali. 
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Sic Fenus optaret mortalibus ip& videri, 

Sic regina Deum confpicienda fiiit. 
Hanc memor objedt nobis inalus ille Cuftdo, 

Solus & hos nobis texuit ante doles. 
Nee procul ipfe vafer latuit, multtequc iagitttr, 

£t iacis a tergo grande pependit onus. 
Nee mora, nunc cUiis hcHt, nunc vii^inis ori, 

Infilit hinc labtis, infidet inde genis : 
Et quafcunque agilis partes jaculator obernit, 

Hei mihi, mille locis peiftus inenne ferit. 
Protinus infoliti Aibierunt corda furores, 

Uror amans intiis, fiammaquc totus eram. 
Interea mifero qux jam mihi Tola placebat, 

Ablata eft oculis non reditura meis. 
Aft ego progredior tacite querebundus, & excors, 

Et dubius volui liepe referre pedem, 
Findor, & heec remanet, fequitur pars altera votum, 

Raptaque tarn fubito gaudia flere juvaC 
Sic dolet amiflum proles Jutionia coslum, 

Inter Lemmacoi pnecipitata focos. 
Talis & abreptum folem refpexit, ad Orcum 

Veiftus ab attonitis Amphiaraus equis. 
Quid faciam itifelix, & lutftu viiftus, amores 

Nee licet inceptos ponere, neve fequi. 
O udnam fpedtare iemel mihi detur amatos 

VultuS] & coram triftia verba loqui ! 
Forlitan &; duro non eft adamante creata. 

Forte nee ad noftras furdeat ilia preces. 
Crede mihi nullus fie infeliciter ariit, 

Ponar in exemplo primus & unus ego. 
Farce precor teneri cum fis Deus ales amoris, 

Pugnent officio nee tua fada tuo. 
Jam turn O certe eft mihi ftirmidabilis arcus, 

Nate dei, jaculis nee minus igne potens : 
Et tua fumabunt noftris altaria donls, 
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Solus & in fuperis tu mihi fommus eris* 
Deme meos tandem^ verum nee deme furores, 

Nefcio cur, mifer eft fuaviter omnis amans : i^ 

Tu modo da facilis, poftluec mea fiqua futura eft, 

Cufpis amaturos figat ut una duos. 



H^C ego mente olim laeviy ftudioque fupino 
Nequitis pofui vana trophasa meae. 
Scilicet abreptum fie me malus impulit error, 

Indocilifque setas prava magiftra fuit. 
Donee Socraticos umbrofa Academia rivos 

Pnebuit, admiiTum dedoeuitque jugum. 
Protinus extin(5tis ex illo tempore flanunis, 

Cinfta rigent multo pedora noftra gelu. 
Unde fuis frigus metuit puer ipfe Sagiuis, 

£t Diomedeam vim timet ipfe Venus. 10 



EPIGRAMMATUM LIBER. 



In Proditionem Bombardicam. 




UM fimul in regem nuper fatrapafque Bri- 
tannos 
AuTus es infandum perfide Fauxe nefas^ 
Fallor ? an & mitis voluifti ex parte videri, 
Et penfare mala cum pietate fcelus ; 
Scilicet hos alti miflurus ad atria caeli^ 

Sulphureo curru flammivolifque rods. 
Qualitcr illc feris caput inviolabilc Parcis 
Liquit Jordanios turbine raptus agros. 



In eandem. 

SICCINE tentafti aelo donMe Jdcobum 
Quae feptemgemino Belua monte lates ? 
Ni meliora tuum poterit dare munera numen, 

Parce precor donis infidiofa tuis. 
Ille quidem fine te confortia ferus adivit 

Ailra, nee inferni pulveris ufiis ope. 
Sic podus foedos in cselum pelle cucuUos, 

Et quot habet brutos Rotna profana Deos, 
Namque hac aut alia nifi quemque adjuveris arte, 

Crede mihi caeli vix bene fcandet iter. 



10 
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In eandem. 

PURGATOREM animas derifit lacobus ignem, 
£t fine quo fuperum non adeunda domus. 
Frenduit hoc trina monftrum Latiale corona 

Movit & horrificum comua dena minax. 
£t nee inultus ait temnes mea iacra Britanncy 

Supplicium fpreta relligione dabis. 
Et fi ftelligeras unquam penetraveris arces^ 

Non nifi per flammas trifle patebit iter. 
O quam fiinefto cecinifli proxima vero^ 

Verbaque ponderibus vix caritura fuis ! lo 

Nam prope Tariareo fublime rotatus ab igni 
Ibat ad asthereas umbra perufta plagas. 

In eandem. 

QUEM modo Roma fuis devoverat impia diris, 
Et Styge damnarat T^enarioque finu, 
Hunc vice mutata jam tollere geflit ad aftra^ 
Et cupit ad fuperos evehere ufque Deos. 

In inventorem Bombardae. 

JAPEtlONIDEM laudavit caca vetuftas. 
Qui tulit aetheream folis ab axe facem ; 
At mihi major erit, qui lurida creditur arma, 
Et trifidum fulmen furtipuifle Jovi. 

Ad Leonoram Romae canentem. 

ANGELUS unicuique fuus (fie credite gentes) 
Obtigit sethereis ales ab ordinibus. 
Quid mirum ? Leonora tibi fi gloria major. 
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Nam tua prsefentem vox fonat ipfa Deum. 
Aut Deus, aut vacui certe mens tertia coeli 

Per tua fecrctd guttura ferpit agens ; 
Serpit agens, ^Uifque docet mortalia corda 

Senltm immortali afluefcere poHe ibno. 
Qudd fi cunAa quidem Deus eft, per cunAaque ftifus. 

In te una loquitur^ cxtera mutus habet. 1« 

Ad eandem. 

ALTERA Torquatum cepit Leonora Poetam, 
Cujus ab infano ceflit amore furens. 
Ah mifer ille tuo quanto felicius xvo 

Perditus, & propter te Leonora foret ! 
Et te Pierid fenfiflet voce canentem 

Aurea maternse fila movere lyne, 
Quamvis Dircae torfiffet lumina Pentkeo 

Ssevior, aut totus delipuiflet iners> 
Tu tamen errantes cxca vertigine fenfus 

Voce eadem poteras compofuine tua ; 10 

Et poteras segro Ipirans Tub corde quietem 

Flexanimo cantu rcftituifle fibi. 



Ad eandem. 

CREDULA quid liquidam Sirena NeapoU jaftas, 
Claraque Parthenopes fana Acheloiados, 
IJttoreamque tua defunftam Naiada ripa 
Corpora Chakidico facra dedifle rogo ? 
Ilia quidem vivitque, & amcena TiMdis undl 

Mutavit rauci murmura Paufilipi. 
Illic RomulidAm Audits ornata fecundis, 
Atque homines cantu detinet atque Deos. 
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In Salmaiii Hundredam. 

QUIS expedivit Salmafio fuam Hundredamf 
Ficamque doctiit verba noflra conari ? 
Magifter aitis vcnter> et Jacobei 
Centum exulantis viicera tnariupii regis. 
Quod li dolofi fpes refulferit nummi, 
Iple, Andchrifti modo qui primatum Fapse 
Minatua uno eft diflipare fufflatu, 
Cantabit ultro Cardinalitium melos. 



In Salmafium. 

GAUDETE rcombri, et quicquid eft pifiuum £do. 
Qui frigida hyeme incolida algcntes freta ! 
Veftrum mifertus ille Salmajius Eques 
Bonus, amicire nuditatem cogitat ; 
Chartfcque largus, apparat papyrinos 
Vobis cucullos, pnefuentcs Claudii 
Infignia, nomenque et decus, Salmafii : 
Geftetis ut per omne cetarium forum 
Equitis clientes, fcriniis mungentium 
Cubito virorum, et capfuHs, gratiflimos. i 



G 



jILLI ex concubitu gravldam te, Pontta, Mori, 
Quis bene moratam, morigeramque n^;et ? 

Apologus de Rufldco & Hero. 

RUSTICUS ex Malo fapidiflima poma quotamiis 
Leg^t, & urbano lefba dedit Domino : 
Hie incrcdibili fruftus dulcedine Captus 
Malum ipfam in proprias tranftuUt areolas. 
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HaAenus ilia ferax, fed longo debilis scvo, 

Mota folo aflueto, protinus aret iners. 
Quod tandem ut patuit Domuio, ipe lufus inanij 

Danmavit celeres in Tua damna manus. 
Atque ^t, Heu quantd fatius fult ilia Coloni 

(Parva licet) grato dona tulilTe ammo ! 10 

Poflem Ego avaridam froenare, gulamque voracem : 

Nunc periere mihi & ftetus & ipfa parens. 



Ad ChrilHnam Suecorum Reginam, 
nomine Crorawelli. 

BELLIPOTENS vit^, feptem regina trionum, 
Chriftinaf Ar3oi lucida ftella polt I 
Cemis, quas merui dura fub cafEde rugas, 

Utque fenex armis impiger om tero ; 
Invia ^torum dum per veftigia nitor, 

Exequor et populi fintia jufla manu. 
Aft tibi fubmittit frontem rcverentior umbra : 
Nee funt hi vultus regjbus ufque truces. 
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Anno Eetatis i6. In obitum Procancel- 
larii medici. 

K ARERE fad difcite legibus, 
> Manufque Parc<e jam ckte fupplices. 
Qui pendulum telluris orbem 
lapeti colitb nepotts. 
Vos (i reliAo mors vaga T^enaro 
Semel vcx:arit flebilis, heu mone 
Tentantur incaflum dolique ; 

Per tenebras Stygis ire certum eft. 
Si deftinatam pellere dextera 
Mortem valeret, non ferus Hercules 
Neffi venenatus cruore 
^malhid jacuiflet Oetd. 
Nee fraude turpi Palladis invidse 
Vidiflet occifum Illion HeSiora, aut 
Quem larva Pelidts peremit 
Enfe Locro, Jove lacrymante. 
Si trifte fetiun verba Hecateia 
Fugare poflint, Telegoni parens 
Vixil^ iniamis, potentique 
Mpali foror ufa virga, 
Numenquc trinum fallere fi queant 
Artes medentum, ignotaque gramina, 
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Non gnarus herbamm Machaon 
Eurypyli cecidiflet hafta. 
Ltefiflet & nee te Philyreie 
Sagitta echidnEe perlita fanguine, 
Nee tela te fulmenque avitum 
Cxfe puer genitricis alvo. 
Tuque O aiumno major jfpolline, 
Gentis togats cui regimen datum, jo 

Frondofa quern nunc Cirrha luget, 
£t mediis Helicon in undis. 
Jam pnefuiflcs Palladia gregi 
Lfetus, fuperftes, nee line gloria. 
Nee puppe luftraffes Charontis 
Horribiles barathri receflus. 
At fila rupit Per/tphone tua 
Irata, cum te viderit artibus 
Succoque pollenti tot atris 

Faucibus eripuifle mortis. 40 

Colende pra°ies, membra precor tua 
Molli quiefcant cefpite, & ex tuo 
Crefcant rofie, calthasque bufto, 
Purpureoque hyacinthus ore. 
Sit mite de te judicium .Macij 
Subrideatque Mtn^a Projerpina^ 
Interque felices perennis 
Elyfio fpatiere campo. 

In quintum Novembris, Anno Eetatis 17. 

JAM pius extremi veniens Vdcohus ab arAo 
Teucrigenos populos, latcque patentia r^na 
jllbionum tenuit, jamque inviolabile foedus 
Sceptra Caledoniis conjunxerat Anglica Scotis : 
Paciiicurque novo felix divefque fedebat 
In folio, oceuldque doli fecunis & hoftis : 
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Cum ferus ignifluo r^^nans Achenmie tjrnuinus, 

Eumenidum pater, asthereo vagus escul Olympo^ 

Forte per immenfum terrarum erraverat orbem» 

Dinumerans fceleris focios» vemafque fideles, 10 

Participes regni poft funera nusfta futures ; 

Hie tempeftates medio ciet aere diras, 

lUic unanimes odium ftruit inter amicos, 

Armat & inviAas in mutua viicera gentes ; 

Regnaque olivifera vertit florenda pace, 

Et quofcunque videt purse virtuds amanteSj 

Hos cupit adjicere imperio, fraudumque magtftier 

Tentat inaccefTum fceleri corrumpere peftuSj 

Infidiafque locat tacitas, cafleique latentes 

Tendit, ut incautos rapiat, feu Cafpia Tigris to 

Infequitur trepidam deierta per avia prasdam 

NoAe Tub illuni, &* fbmno nidantibus aftris. 

Talibus infeftat populos Summanus^ & urbes 

Cinftus cseruleae fiunanti turbine flammae, 

Jamque fluentifonis albentia rupibus arva 

Apparent, & terra Deo dileAa marino, 

Cui nomen dederat quondam Neptunia prdies 

Amphitryoniaden qui non dubitavit atrocem 

^quore tranato furiali pofcere bello. 

Ante expugnatae crudelia faecula Troi^. 90 

At fimul hanc opibufque & fefta pace beatam 
Afpicit, & pingues donis Cerealibus agros, 
Quodque magis doluit, venerantem numina veri 
SanAa Dei populum, tandem fufpiria rupit 
Tartareos ignes & luridum olentia fulphur. 
Qualia Trinacrid trux ab Jove claufus in yEtna 
Efflat tabifico monftrofus ab ore Tipfiaus. 
Ignefcunt oculi, ftridetque adamantinus ordo 
Dends, ut armorum fragor, iftaque cufpide cufpis. 



' Summanus] i. e. Pluto. Ov. Faft. vi. 731. ff^an§n. 
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Atque peremto foliun hoc lacrymabUe mundo 40 

Invenij dixit, gens hacc mihi fola rebellis, 
Contemtrixque jugi, noftrique potendor arte. 
Ilia tamen, mea & quicquam tentamina polTunt. 
Non feret hoc impiuie diu, non ibit inulta, 
HaAenus ; & piceis Uquido natat aere pennis ; 
Qud volat> adverll pnecuHant agmine ventij 
Denfantur nubes, & crebra tonitrua fulgent. 

Jamque pnunofas velox fuperaverat alpes, 
£t tenet Aujoma fines, a parte finiftri 
Nimbifer Appenninus erat, prifcique Sahini, 50 

Dextnt veneticits infamis Hetruria, nee non 
Te furtiva Tibris Thetidi vidct ofcula dantem ; 
Hinc Mavortigen-e confiftit in arce ^irini. 
Reddiderant dubiam jam fera crepufctila lucem. 
Cum circumgreditur totam Tricoronifer uH>em, 
Panificorque Decs portat, fcapulifque virorum 
Evehitur, pneeunt fubmiflb poplitt r^es, 
Et mendicantum Teries longiifima fratriim ; 
Cereaque in manibus geftant fimalia cseci, 
Cimmeriis nati in tenebris, vitamque trahentes. 6« 

Templa detn multis fubeimt lucentia tedis 
(Velper erat facer ifte Petro) fremitufque canentum 
Sxpe tholos implet racuos, & inane locoruin. 
Qualiter exiilnlat Bromius, Branii<\at caterva, 
Orgia cantantes in Echienic Aracyntho, 
Dum tremit attomtus vitreis A/opus in undis, 
Et procul ipfe cava refponfat rupe Cith/eron. 

His igitur tandem folenni more peradis, 
Nox Tents amplexus Erebi tacituma, reliquit> 
PrtEcipitefque impellit equos ftimulante flagello, 70 

Captum oculis Typhlonta, Melanchatemfj^ ferocem, 
Atque Achtront^ta prc^atam patre Siopen 
Torpidam, & hirfutis horrentem Phrita capillis. 
Inttrea r^um domitor, Phlegetmtius hsres. 
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Ingreditur thalamos (neque enim (ecretus adulter 

Producit fteriles moUi fine pellice noAes) 

At vix compofitos fomnus claudebat ocellos^ 

Cum niger umbrarum dominus> reftorque iilentum» 

Prsedatorque hominum falsa Tub imagine tedtus 

Aftitit, afTumptis micuerunt tempora canis^ to 

Barba iinus promifTa tegit, cineracea longo 

Syrmate verrit humum veftis, pendetque cucuUus 

Vertice de rafb, & ne quicquam defit ad artes, 

Cannabeo lumbos conflrinxit fune falaces. 

Tarda feneftrads figens veftigia calceis. 

Talis uti fama eft, vafta Francifcus eremo 

Tetra vagabatur folus per luftra ferarum^ 

Sylveftrique tulit genti pia verba falutis 

Impius, atque lupos domuit, Lybicofi]at leones. 

Subdolus at tali Serpens velatus amiftu 90 

Solvit in has fallax ora execrantia voces ; 
Dormis nate ? Etiamne tuos fbpor opprimit artus ? 
Immemor O fidei, pecorumque oblite tuorum ! 
Dum cathedram venerande tuam, diademaque triplex 
Ridet Hyperboreo gens barbara nata fub axe, 
Dumque pharetrati fpernunt tua jura Briianni : 
Surge, age, furge piger, Latius quern Cd^far adorat, 
Cui referata patet convexi janua caeli, 
Turgentes animos, & faftus frange procaces, 
Sacrilegique fciant, tua quid malediftio poftit, 100 

Et quid Apoftolicae poffit cuftodia clavis ; 
Et memor He/peria disjeftam ulcifcere claflem, 
Merfaque Iberorum lato vexilla profimdo, 
Sanftorumque ci"uci tot corpora fixa probrofae, 
T^hermodoontea nuper regnante puella. 
At tu fi tenero mavis torpefcere lefto 
Crefcentefque negas hofti contundere vires, 
Tyrrhenum implebit numerofo milite pontum, 
Signaque Aventino ponet fulgentia colle : 
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Relliquias veterum franget, flammifque cremabit, no 
Sacraque calcabtt pedibus tua colla profanis, 
Cujus gaudebant foleis dare balia reges. 
Nee tamen hunc bellis & aperto Marte lacefleSj 
Irritus ille labor, tu callidus utere fraude, 
Quxtibet hasreticis dl^onere retia fas eft ; 
Jamque ad conlilium extremis rex magnus ab oris 
Patricios vocat, & ppocenim de ftirpe creates, 
Grandxvofque patres trabea, canifque verendos ; 
Hos tu membratim poteris conlpergere in auras, 
Atque dare in cineres, nitrati pulveris igne no 

.^Idibus injeAo, qua convenere, fub imis. 
Protinus iple igitur quo&unque habet Anglia fidos 
Fropoliti, ^Aique mone, quifquamne tuorum 
Audebit funimi non jufla, faceflere Papa:. 
Perculfofque metu fubito, cafumque ftupentes 
Invadat vel Gallus atrox, vel fievus Iberus. 
Sxcula lie illic tandem Mariana redibunt, 
Tuque in belllgeros iterum dominaberis Angles. 
■ Et nequid timeas, divos divafque fecundas 
Accipe, quotque tuis celebrantur numina faftis. ijo 

Dixit & adfcitos ponens matefidus amidus 
Fugit ad infandam, regnum illsetabile, Lechen. 

Jam rofea Eoas pandens Tithonia portas 
Veftit inauratas redeunti lumine terras ; 
Masftaque adhuc nigri deplorans funera nati 
Irrigat ambrofiis montana cacumina guttis ; 
Cum fomnos pepulit ftellatie janitor aula: 
No(fturnos vifus, & fomnia grata revolvens. 

Eft locus xterna feptus caligine nodis 
Vafta ruinoJi quondam fundamina teifli, t+o 

Nunc torvi fpelunca Phoni, Prodotieque bilinguis 
EiFera quos uno peperit Difcordia partu. 
Hie inter CEcmcnta jacent praeruptaque faxa, 
Ofla inhumata virum, & trajetfta cadavera ferro ; 
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Hie Dolus intortis femper fedet ater ocellis^ 

Jurgiaque^ & ftimulis armata Calumnia fauces. 

Et Furor, atque viae moriendi mille videntur, 

Et timor, exanguifque locum circumvolat Horror, 

Perpetuoque leves per muta filentia Manes, 

Exululant, tellus & fanguine confcia ftagnat. 150 

Ipft etiam pavidi latitant penetralibus antri 

Et Phonos, & Prodotes, nulloque fequente per antrum 

Antrum horrens, fcopulofum, atrum feralibus umbris 

DifFugiunt fontes, & retro lumina vortunt, 

Hos pugiles Romie per fsecula longa fideles 

Evocat antiftes Babylonius^ atque ita fatur. 

Finibus occiduis circumflifum incolit sequor 

Gens exofa mihi, prudens natura negavit 

Indignam penitus noflro conjungere mundo : 

lUuc, fie jubeo, celeri contendite greflli, 160 

Tartareoque leves difflentur pulvcre in auras 

Et rex & pariter fatraps, fcelerata propago 

Et quotquot fidei ealuere cupidine verse 

Confilii ibcios adhibete, operifque miniftros. 

Finierat, rigidi cupide paruere gemelli. 

Interea longo fleftens curvamine coelos 
Defpicit aetherea dominus qui fulgurat arce, 
Vanaque perverfae ridet conamina turbse, 
Atque fui caufam populi volet ipfe tueri. 

Efle ferunt fpatium, qua diftat ab Afide terra 170 

Fertilis Europe^ & fpeftat Mareotidas undas ; 
Hie turris pofita eft Titanidos ardua Famae* 
-ffirea, lata, fonans, rutilis vieinior aftris 
Quam fiiperimpofitum vel Athos vel Pelion OJf/e 
Mille fores aditufque patent, totidemque feneftrae, 
Amplaque per tenues tranflueent atria muros ; 

^ Titanidos Fama] Fame is the fifter of two of the Titans. 
jEn, iv. 179. Warton, 
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Excitat hie varios plebs agglomerata fufurros ; 

Qualiter inftrepitant circum muldralia bombis 

Agmina mufcarum, aut texto per ovilia juneo, 

Dum Canis aeftivum coeli petit ardua culmen 180 ^ 

Ipfa quidem fumma fedet ultrix matris in arce, 

Auribus innumeris ciiKfhim caput eminet oUi, 

Queis fonitum exiguum trahit, atque leviflima captat 

Murmura, ab extremis patuli confinibus orbis. 

Nee tot Ariftoride fervator inique juvencae 

Ifidos, immiti volvebas lumina vultu, 

Lumina non unquam tacito nutantia fomno, 

Lumina fubjedtas late ipedtantia terras. 

Iflis ilia folet loca luce carentia fsepe 

Perluftrare, etiam radianti impervia foli. 190 

Millenifque loquax auditaque vifaque Unguis 

Cuilibet efFundit temeraria, veraque mendax 

Nunc minuit, modo conficftis fermonibus auget. 

Sed tamen a noftro meruifti carmine laudes 

Fama^ bonum quo non aliud veracius ullum. 

Nobis digna cani, nee te memorafle pigebit 

Carmine tam longo, fervati fcilicet Angli 

Officiis vaga diva tuis, tibi reddimus aequa. 

Te Deus aeternos motu qui temperat ignes, 

Fulmine praemiflb alloquitur, terraque tremente : »00 

Fama files ? an te latet impia Papiftarum 

Conjurata cohors in meque meofque Brilannos, 

Et nova fceptrigero caedes meditata Idcobo : 

Nee plura, ilia ftatim fenfit mandata Tonantis, 

Et fatis ante fugax ftridentes induit alas, 

Induit & variis exilia corpora pliunis ; 

Dextra tubam geftat Temefao ex acre fonoram. 

Nee mora jam pennis cedentes remigat auras, 

Atque parum eft curfu celeres praevertere nubes, 

Jam ventos, jam folis equos poft terga reliquit : »10 

Et primo Angliacas folito de more per urbes 
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Ambiguas voces, incertaque murmura fpargit, 

Mox arguta dolos, & deteftabile vulgat 

Prodidonis opus, nee non fafta horrida diftu, 

Authorefque addit fceleris, nee gamila csecis 

Infidiis loca flruAa filet ; ftupuere relatis, 

Et pariter juvenes, pariter tremuerc puellse, 

Eflktique (enes pariter, tantaeque ruins 

SenTus ad setatem fubito penetraverat omnem 

Attamen interea populi miferefcit ab alto %io 

^thereus pater, & crudelibus obflitit aufis 

Papicolum ; capti poenas raptantur ad acres ; 

At pia thura Deo, & grati folvuntur honores ; 

Compita Iseta focis genialibus omnia fumant ; 

Turba choros juvenilis agit : Quintoque Novembris 

Nulla Dies toto occurrit celebrador anno. 



Anno astads 17. In obitum Praeflilis 

Elienfis. 

ADHUC madentes rore fqualebant gena?, 
Et ficca nondum lumina ; 
Adhuc liquentis imbre turgebant falls. 

Quern nuper efFudi pius, 
Dum msefta charo jufta perfolvi rogo 

Wintonienfis prsefulis. 
Cum centilinguis Fama (proh Temper mali 

Cladifque vera nuntia) 
Spargit per urbes divitis Britanni^e^ 

Populofque Neptuno fatos, lo 

Ceflifle morti, & ferreis fororibus 

Te generis humani decus. 
Qui rex facrorum ilia fuifti in infula 
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Quae nomen jinguilla* tenet. 
Tunc inquietum peftus ira protmus 

Ebulliebat fcrvida, 
Tumuiis potentem fepe devovens deam: 

Nee vota Na/o in Ibida 
Concepit alto diriora pediore, 

Graiup:\as.* vates parcius ao 

Turpem Lycambis execratus eft dolum, 

Sponfamque NeoboUn fuam. 
At ecce diras iple dum fundo graves,' 

Et imprecor neci necem, 
AudJfle tales videor attonitus fonos 

Leni, fub auri, flamine : 
Caecos fiirores pone, pone vitream 

Bilemque & irritas minas. 
Quid temere violas non nocenda numina, 

Subitoque ad iras percita. %» 

Non eft, ut arbitraris elufus mifer, 

Mors atra NoSis filia, 
Erebove patre creta, five Erinnye, 

Vaftove nata fub Chao : 
Aft ilta cxlo mifla ftellato, Dei 

Meftes ubique colligit ; 
Animafque mole earned reconditas 

In lucem & auras evocat : 
Ut cum fugaces excitant Hora: diem 

Themidos Jovif<\\it filite j +0 

Et fempitemi ducit ad vultus patris ; 

At jufta raptat imptos 
Sub regna furvi luAuola Tartari, 



' AnguilW] * Efyy fa called from its abundance of eels. 
' Graius'\ Jrcbiloehut. ffartm. 
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Sedefque fubterraneas 
Hanc ut vocantem Isetus audivi, cito 

Foedum reliqui carcerem, 
Volatilefque fauftus inter milites 

Ad aftra fublimis feror : 
Vates ut olim raptus ad ccelum fencx 

Auriga currus ignei, so 

Non me Bootis terruere lucidi 

Sarraca tarda frigore, aut 
Formidolofi Scorpionis brachia, 

Non enfis Orion tuus. 
Praetervolavi fulgidi folis globum, 

Longeque Tub pedibus deam 
Vidi triformem, dum coercebat fuos 

Frsenis dracones aureis. 
Erraticorum fyderum per ordines^ 

Per lafteas vehor plagas, 60 

Velocitatem faepe miratus novam. 

Donee nitentes ad fores 
Ventum eft Olympic & regiam Chryftallinam, & 

Stratum fmaragdis Atrium. 
Sed hie tacebo, nam quis efFari queat 

Oriundus humano patre 
Amoenitates illius loci, mihi 

Sat eft in aeternum frui. 

Naturam non pati fenium. 

HEU quam perpetuis erroribus aAa fatifcit 
Avia mens hominum, tenebrifq; immerfa profundis 
Oedipodioniam volvit fub pedlore noftem ! 
Quse vefana fuis metiri fafta deorum 
Audet, & incifas leges adamante perenni 
Aflimilare fuis, nuUoque folubile facclo 
Confilium fati perituris alligat horis. 



^^H'^^^^^^PS 
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Ergone marceicet fulcantibus obflta rugis 
Naturae facies, & rerum publica mater 
Omniparum contraAa uterum fterileicet ab aevo ? lo 

£t fe faHa lenem male certis paffibus ibit 
Sidereum tremebunda caput ? num tetra vetuftas 
Annorumque aetema fames, Iqualorque iituique 
Sidera vexabunt ? an & inratiabile Tempus 
Efuriet Cslum, rapietque in vifcera patrem ? 
Heu, potuitne fuas imprudens Jupiter arces 
Hoc contra munifle neias, & temporis illo 
ExemiHe malo, gyrofque dediHe perennes ? 
Et^o erit ut quandoque fono dilapia trcmendo 
Convex! tabulata ruant, atque obvius x&n lo 

Stridat uterque polus, fuperaque ut Olympius aull 
Decidat, horribilifque reteda Gorgone Pallas. 
Qualis in ^gaam proles Junonia Lemnen 
Deturbata facro cecidit de limine caeli. 
Tu quoque Pfuebe tui cafus imitabere nati 
Pnecipiti curru, fubitaque ferere ruina 
Pronus, & extinAa fUnubit lampade Nereui, 
Et dabit attonito feraJia (ibila ponto. 
Tunc etiam aerei divulJis ledibus Hamt 
DUTuItabit apex, imoque allifa barathro jo 

Terrebunt Stygium dejefta Ceraunia Ditem 
In fuperos quibus ufus erat, fratemaque bella. 

At pater omnipotens fundatis fortius aftris 
Confuluit rerum fumma:, certoque peregit 
Pondere fatorum lances, atque ordine fummo 
Singula perpetuum juflit fervare tenorem. 
Volvitur hinc lapfu mundi rota prima diumo ; 
Raptat & ambitos ibcia vertigine cecIos. 
Tardior baud folito Saturnus, & acer ut olim 
Fubnineum rutilat criftata caflide Mavors. 40 

Floridus astemum Phcebus juvenile corufcat. 
Nee fovet efFoetas loca per declivia terras 
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Devexo temone Deus ; fed femper arnica 

Luce potens eadem currit per figna rotamm, 

Surgit odoratis pariter formofus ab Indis 

-Slthereum pecus albenti qui cogit Olympo 

Mane vocans, & ferus agens in pafcua cceli, 

Temporis & gemino difpertit regna colore. 

Fulget, obitque vices alterno Delia comu, 

Caeruleumque ignem paribus compleftitur ulnis» 50 

Nee variant elementa fidem, folitoque fragore 

Lurida perculfas jaculantur fulmina rupes. 

Nee per inane furit leviori murmure CoruSj 

Stringit & armiferos aequali horrore Gelonos 

Trux Aquilo, fpiratque hyemem, nimboique volutat. 

Utque folet, Siculi diverberat ima Pelori 

Rex maris^ & rauca circumftrepit aequora concha 

Oceani Tubicerty nee vafta mole minorem 

jEg^eona ferunt dorfo Balearica cete. 

Sed neque Terra tibi faecli vigor ille vetufti 60 

Prifcus abeft, fervatque fuum Narcijfus odorem, 

Et puer ille fuum tenet & puer ille decorem 

Thcebe tuufque & Cypri tuus, nee ditior olim 

Terra datum fceleri celavit montibus aurum 

Confcia, vel fub aquis gemmas. Sic denique in sevum 

Ibit cundlarum feries juftiflima rerum, 

Donee flamma orbem populabitur ultima, late 

Circumplexa polos, & vafti culmina cadi ; 

Ingentique rogo flagrabit machina mundi. 

De Idea Platonica quemadmodum 
Ariftoteles intellexit. 

DICITE facrorum praefides nemorum deae. 
Tuque O noveni perbeata numinis 
Memoria mater, quaeque in immenfb procul 
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Antro recumbis otioia ^temitas, 
Monumenta fervans, & ratas leges yovis, 
Cxlique fallos atque ephemeridas Deum, 
Quis ille primus cujus ex imi^ine 
Nature folers finxit humanum genus, 
^temus, incomiptus, fequsevus polo, 
Unufque & univerfus, exemplar Dei ? 
Haud ille Palladis gemellus tnnubx 
Interna proles infidet menti Jovis ; 
Sed quamlibet natura (it communior, 
Tamen ^rlus extat ad morem unius, 
£t, mira, certo ftringitur fpatio loci ; 
Seu lempiternus ille fyderum comes 
Cfeli pererrat ordines decemplicis, 
Citimumve terris incolit Luna: globum : 
Sive inter animas corpus adituras fedens 
Obliviofas torpet ad Lethes aquas ; 
Sive in remota forte terrarum plagi 
Incedit ingens hominis archetypus gigas> 
£t iis tremendus erigit celfom caput 
Adante major portitore fyderum. 
Non cui profundum csecitas lumen dedit 
Dirc^eus augur vidit hunc alto finu ; 
Non hunc filenti nofte Pleiones* nepos 
Vatum fagaci prsepes oftendit choro ; 
Non hunc facerdos novit A^rtus, licet 
Longos vetufti commemoret atavos Nini, 
Prifcumque Behn, inclytumque Ofiridem. 
Non ille tritio gloriofus nomine 
Ter magnus Hermes (ut fit arcani fcicns) 
Talem reliquit Ifidis cultoribus. 
At tu pcrenne runs Academi decus 



' Pleioites] Mercury. Ov. Htroid. xv. 6a, Metam. ii. 743, 
Fafi. V. 83. 663. Wartan. 



250 SrLVARUM LIBER. 

(HsBC monftra fi tu primus induxit fcholis) 
Jam jam poetas urbis exules tuae 
Revocabis^ ipfe fabulator maximus, 
Aut inftitutor ipfe migrabis foras. 



Ad Patrem. 

NUNC mea Pierios cupiam per peftora fontes 
Irriguas torquere vias, totumque per ora 
Volvere laxatum gemino de vertice rivum ; 
Ut tenues oblita fonos audacibus alls 
Surgat in officium venerandi Mufa parentis. 
Hoc utcunque tibi gratum pater optime carmen 
Exiguum meditatur opus, nee novimus ipfi 
Aptius a nobis quae poflunt munera donis 
Refpondere tuis, quamvis nee maxima poflint 
Refpondere tuis, nedum ut par gratia donis lo 

Efle queatj vacuis quae redditur arida verbis. 
Sed tamen haec noftros oftendit pagina cenfus, 
Et quod habemus opum charta numeravimus ifta. 
Quae mihi funt nullae, nifi quas dedit aurea Clio 
Quas mihi femoto fomni peperere fub antro, 
Et nemoris laureta facri Parnaffides umbrae. 

Nee tu vatis opus divinum defpice carmen, 
Quo nihil aethereos ortus, & femina caelj, 
NU magis humanam commendat origine mentem, 
San6la Promethia retinens veftigia flammae. 20 

Carmen amant fuperi, tremebundaque Tartara carmen 
Ima ciere valet, divofque ligare profundos, 
Et triplici duros Manes adamante coercet. 
Carmine fepofiti retegunt arcana futuri 
PhosbadeSy & tremulae pallentes ora Sibyllae ; 
Carmina facrificus folennes pangit ad aras 
Aurea feu fternit motantem cornua taurum ; 
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Seu cum fata fagax fumantibus abdita fibris 

Confulit, & tcpidjs Parcam fcrutatur in exds. 

Nos etiam patrium tunc cum repetemus Olympum, j» 

^ternxque mors ftabunt immobtlis a;vi, 

Ibimus auratis per casJl templa coronis, 

Dulcia fuaviloquo fociantes carmina ple(5tro, 

Aftra quibus, geminique poll convexa fonabunt. 

Spiritus & rapidos qui circinat igneu3 orbes, 

Nunc quoque fydereis intercinit ipfe choreis 

Immortale melos, & inenarrabile carmen ; 

Torrida dum nitilus compcfcit fibila ferpens, 

Demi/Toque ferox gladio manfuefcit Orion ; 

Stellarum nee fentit onus Mauru/tus Atlas. 40 

Carmina regales epulas omare folebant, 

Cum nondum luxus, vaftseque immenfa vorago 

Nota gulae, & modico fpumabat ccena Ly^e. 

Tum dc more fedcns fella ad convivia vates 

jEfiuled intones redimitus ab arbore crines, 

Heroumque aAus, imitandaque gella canebat^ 

£t chaos, & polid late fundamina mundi, 

Reptantefque Deos, & alentes numina glandes, 

Et nondum Mtneo qusefitum fulmen ab antro. 

Denique quid vocis modulamen inane juvabit, 50 

Verborum fcnfufque vacans, numerique loquacis ? 

Silveftres decet ifte chores, non Orpkea cantus, 

Qui tenuit fluvios & quercubus addidit aures 

Carmine, non cithara, fimulachraque funifta canendo 

Compulit in lacrymas ; habet has a carmine laudes. 

Nee tu perge precor lacras contemnere Mulas, 
Nee vanas inopefquc puta, quarum ipfe peritus 
Munere, mille fonos numeros componis ad aptos, 
Millibus & vocem modulis variare canoram 
DoAus, Arionii merito Its nominis hxres. 60 

Nunc tibi quid mirum, fi me genuiHe poetam 
Contigerit, charo li tarn prope ianguine junfti 
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Cognatas artes^ fhidiumque affine iequamur : 
Ipfe volcns Phtebus fc difpertire duobus, 
Altera dona mihi, dedit altera dona parentis 
Dividuumque Deum genitorque puerque tenemus. 

Tu tamen ut fimules teneras odifle camoenas^ 
Non odiile reor, neque cnim, pater, ire jubebas 
Qua via lata patet, qua pronior area lucri, 
Certaque condendi fulget ipes aurea nummi : 70 

Nee rapis ad leges, male cuftoditaque gends 
Jura, nee infulfis daninas clamoribus aures. 
Sed magis excultam cupiens ditefcere mentem, 
Me procul urbano (Irepitu, feceffibus aids 
Abdudhim Aonia jucunda per oda ripas 
Pfuebieo lateri comitem finis ire beatum. 
Officium chari taceo commune parentis. 
Me pofcunt majora, tuo pater opdme fumptu 
Cum mihi Romulea patuit facundia linguae, 
Et Latii veneres, & quae Jovis ora decebant So 

Grandia magniloquis elata vocabula Gratis j 
Addere fuafifti quos ja6tat Gallia flor^, 
Et quam degeneri novus Italus ore loquelam 
Fundit, Barbaricos teftatus voce tumultus, 
Quaeque Falaftinus loquitur myfteria vates. 
Denique quicquid habet ccelum, fubjeftaque coelo 
Terra parens, terraeque & coelo interfluus aer, 
Quicquid & unda tegit, pontique agitabile marmor, 
Per te nofle licet, per te, fi nofle libebit. 
Dimotaque venit fpeftanda fcienda nube, 90 

Nudaque confpicuos inclinat ad ofcula vultus, 
Ni fugifle velim, ni fit libafle moleftum. 

I nunc, confer opes quifquis malefanus avitas 
Auftriaci gazas, Feriiana^^ regna pneoptas. 
Quae potuit majora pater tribuiflc, vel ipfe 
Jupiter y excepto, donaflet ut omnia, coelo ? 
Non potiora dedit, quamvis & tuta fuiilent. 
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Fublica qui Juvent commilit lumina nato 

Atque Hyperionios currus, & frxna diei> 

Et circum undantem radiate luce tiaram. 100 

Ergo ego jam doftc pars quamlibet ima catervie 

Viflrices hederas inter, laurofque fedebo, 

Jamque nee obfcurus populo mifcebor inerti, 

Vitabuntque oculos veftigia noftra profenos. 

Efte procul vigiles curse, procul efte querela:, 

Invidixque acies tranlVeHb tortilis hirquo, 

Sseva nee anguiferos extende Calumnia riiftiis ; 

In me trifle nihil fa^diffima turba potcllis. 

Nee veftri fum juris ego ; fecuraque tutus 

Pet^tora, vipereo gradiar fublimis ab i&u. no 

At tibi, chare pater, poftquam non tequa merenti 
Pofle referre datur, nee dona rependere fadis. 
Sit memorSiTe fatis, repetitaque munera grato 
Percenfere animo, fidasque reponere menti. 

Et vos, O noftri, juvenilia carmina, lufus. 
Si modo perpetuos fperare audebitis annos, 
Et domini fupcrefle rogo, lucemque tueri. 
Nee fpiflb rapient oblivia nigra fub Oreo, 
Forfitan has laudes, decantatumque parentis 
Nomen, ad exemplum, fero fervabitis a:vo. no 

Pfalm CXIV. 

Aly^TTTio» XtVt Sijuov, «Trevflea, (sapfiapoipuvov, 
. \ ' -■ * ./ ' f ■>■ 't ~r . 
Aij TOTt uouvov Eijv oa-iov yivog oisf iouaa 

'El" Is &iof XaoTo't fj-iycc xpsiuv ^euriXeutv. 

ETSi, jy evTpOTTtiSijy (p6ya^' tp^w'tjire SaXoHTfa 

Kvuari tlXufiivTl poflt'w, iS' up' egv^tXix^V 

'Ipoff 'lopSav^i ■ffori apyvpoiiSia wttyrfv. 

'Ex J" eptu OTcapdftoT'TH' etTTupia-M xXovfovro, 



254 STLVARUM LIBER, 

*ilq KpiOi (r(ppiyocavTtc iurpoUpBpZ iv aXoni. 

Bxiorepou S* cifioL 'rrdurou dvcccxipTnitrav IpifrvoUf 10 

Oia TTocpui avpiyyi ^iXiy v*fro firiTspi apveg, 

TiVri avy^ eclvec ^ccXcurtraj 'ireXtap (ptiyud Boocanjirccg 

KvfdMTi elXvfjLBVTi oodiea ; r/ d ap* l^^tXix^^ 

*Ipog ^lop^dvvi ttot) dpyvpoeioiu mryiiv ; 

TiTTTf opBcty aicapdfioTiny dTTBipBCtu KXovBBirdBj 

Hg icpsoi (r<ppiyoci)VTtg &jrpoL(pBpca bv oe^Xcaig ; 

BocioTBpoct t) d oip vfifABg dvaaiCipTiiicaT epiVvoi, 

Oi^ TTccpcci avpiyyt ^iXn utto fjtviTBpt otpvBg ; 

XbUo^ youotf TpBUCot d'eov fisyocX BiCTxyjrBovr»^ 

TocTotj d'sov TpBlw VTTxrov nfiotq ^ltrceoclSou), 20 

'^O^ TB yu Bic (TTnXccScov TTOTOLuadg ;^S6 uopuupovretg, 

KpriVTIV T OLBVOtOV TTBTpfig OiTTO OMCpVOBtrOJig. 

Philofophus ad regem quendam qui eum 

ignotum & infontem inter reos forte captum 

infcius damnaverat t^ Ifn ^uvdrcf 

TTopBvofjLBvog^ HsBC fubito mifit. 

XI oivOL, bI 0XB<rfig fJUB TOV BVVOfJLOV^ OVdB TiV ccvcpm 

Asivov oXug opoccocvToc^ <ro(peaTOLTOv lerdi Kocptivov 
^Pfjloiug <i<f>BXoiOj TO hg'Bpov audi voi^CBig^ 

Mu\\^l0iC0g OCp BTTBITU TBOV TTpog -JDfJLOV OODpiJ^ 
ToiOVy BK TTOXiOg TTBptCaVVfJLOV ocXKup oXBCCocg^ 



In Effigiei ejus Sculptorem. 

^AfjLccGBt yBypcc(p6u$ %6/p* rifvJe /jlbv bIkovoc 
<^uii^g TUX ^^9 '^f^^ ^*^^^ ot\iTo<p\)lg (iXBTTcav* 

ToV 6 BKTVTTUTOV OVK BTTiyVOVTBg^ (plXo$, 

VbXutb cpauX» dvcfJiiijLTJijLoc t^coypoL(p\i, 



^l 


^^^1 :W->^*^ 
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Ad Salilllum poetam Romanum asgro- 
tantem. 

SCAZONTES. 

OMUSA greflum qua; volcns trahis claudum, 
Vulcanioque tarda gaudes incefTu, 
Nec {ends illud in loco minus gratum, 
Quam cum decentes flava Deiope furas 
Altemat aureum ante Junonis leAum, 
Adefdum & hxc s'is verba pauca Salfillo 
Refer, camcena noftra cui tantum eft cordi, 
Quamque ille magnis pnetulit immerito divis. 
HiEc ergo alumnus ille Londini Milio, 
Diebus hiice qui fuum linquens nidum 10 

Polique tratftum, (pe/Iimus ubi ventorum, 
Infanientis impotenfque pulmonis 
Pcmix anhela fub Jove excrcet flabra) 
Venit feraces Itali fbli ad glebas, 
Vifum fuperba cognitas urbes fama 
Virofque dofheque indolem juventutis, 
Tibi optat idem hie faufta multa SalfilU, 
Habitumque kffo corpori penitus fanum ; 
Cui nunc profunda bills infeftat renes, 
Prxcordtifque fixa damnofum {pirat. 10 

Nec id pepercit impia quod tu Romano 
Tam cultus ore Lesbium condis melos. 
O dulce divum munus, O falus Hebei 
Gertnana ! Tuque Phabe morbonim terror 
Pythone ca:fo, five tu magis Paan 
Libenter audls, hic tuus facerdos eft. 
Querceta Fauni, vofque rore vinofo 
Colles benigni, mitis Evandri fedes, 
Siquid falubrc vallibus frondet veftris, 
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Levamen segro ferte certatim vati. 33 

Sic ille charis redditus rurfum Mufis 

Vicina dulci prata mulcebit cantu. 

Ipfe inter atros emirabitur lucos 

Numdj ubi beatum degit otium aetemum, 

Suam reclivis femper ^geriam fpeftans. 

Tumidufque & ipfe Tibris hinc delinitus 

Spei favebit annuae colonorum : 

Nee in fepulchris ibit obfeflum reges 

Nimium finiftro laxus irruens loro : 

Sed frsna melius temperabit undarum, 40 

Adufque curvi falfa regna Portumni. 

Manfiis. 

Joannes Bapttjia Manfus Marchio Vilknjis vir ingenii laude^ turn 
literarum Jiudio^ nee non W hellica virtute apud I tabs clams in 
primis eji. Ad quern Torquati TaJJi diahgus extat de Amicitla 
fcriptus ; erat enim TaJJi amicijjimus ; ab quo etiam inter Cam- 
paniit principes celebratur^ in illo poemate cui titulus Geru&- 
lemme conquiftata, lib. 20. 

Fra cavalier magnanimi, e cortefi 
Rifplende il Manfo 

Is authorem Neapoli commorantem fumma henevolentia profecutus 
eji^ multaque ei detulit humanitatis officio. Ad hunc itaque 
hofpes ille antequam ab ea urbe difcederet^ ut ne ingratumfe often- 
derety hoc carmen mijit, 

HMC quoque Manje tuae meditantur carmina laudi 
PierideSy tibi ManJe choro notiflime Phcsbi^ 
Quandoquidem ille alium haud aequo eft dignatus honore, 
Poft Gain cineres, & Mec^enatis Hetru/ci. 
Tu quoque fi noftrae tantum valet aura Camcsn^y 
Vidlrices hederas inter, laurofque fedebis. 
Te pridem magno felix concordia Tajfo 
Junxit, & aetemis infcripfit nomina chartis. 
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Mox tibi duJciloquum non infcia Mufa Matiniim 

Tradidit, ille tuum dici fe gaudet alumnum, 10 

Dum canit A^rios divum prolixus amorcs ; 

Mollis & Aufonias ftupefecit carmine nymphas. 

Ille itidem moricns tibi foli debita vates 

Ofla tibi foli, fupremaque vota reliquit 

Nee manes pietas tua chara fefellit anuci. 

Vidimus arridentem operofo ex eere poetam. 

Nee {atis hoc viAim eft in utrumque, & nee pia cefTant 

OfHcia in tumulo, cupis integros rapere Orco^ 

Qua potes> atque avtdas Farcarum eludere leges : 

Amborum genus, & varia llib {brte peradam 10 

Defcribis vttam, morelque, & dona Minerva ; 

^mulus illius Mycalen qui natus ad altam 

Rettulit Molii vitam facundus Homeri. 

Ergo ^o te Clius & magni nomine Phabi 

Manje pater, jubeo longum falvere per scvum 

MiiTus Hypcrboreo juvenis peregrinus ab axe. 

Nee tu longinquam bonus afpernabere mufam, 

Quic nupcr gelida vix enutrita fub Arfto 

Imprudens Italas aufa eft volitare per urbes. 

Nos etiam in noftro modulantes flumine eygnoa jo 

Credimus obfcuras nO(5tis fenftfle per umbras, 

Qua Thamefis late puris ai^enteus umis 

Oceani glaueos perfundit gurgite crines. 

Quin & in has quondam pervenit Ti/yrus oras. 

Sed neque nos genus ineultum, nee inutile Phabo, 

Qua pl^ fepteno mundi fulcata Trione 

Brumalem patitur longi fub noAe Boeten. 

Nos etiam colimus Phabum, nos munera Pkabe 

Flaventes fpicas, & lutea mala caniftris, 

Halantemque croeum (perhibet nifi vana vetuftas) 40 

Mifimus, & leftas Druidum de gente choreas. 

(Gens Druides antiqua facris operata deonun 

Heroum laudes imitandaque gefta canebant) 
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Hinc quoties fefto cingunt altaria cantu 

Delo in herbofa Grai^t de more puellae 

Carminibus laetis memorant Corineida LoxOy 

Fatidicamque Upitij cum flavicoma Hecaerge 

Nuda Caledonia variatas peftora fuco. 

Fortunate fenex, ergo quacunquc per orbem 

Torquati decus, & nomen celebrabitur ingens, 50 

Claraque perpetui fuccrefcet fama Marini, 

Tu quoque in ora frequens venies plaufumque vironim, 

Et parili carpes iter immortale volatu» 

Dicetur tum fponte tuos habitafle penates 

Cynthius^ & famulas venifTe ad limina Mufas : 

At non fponte domum tamen idem, & regis adivit 

Rura Pheretiada coelo fugitivus Apollo ; 

Hie licet magnum Alciden fufceperat hofpes ; 

Tantum ubi clamofos placuit vitare bubulcos, 

Nobile manfueti ceflit Chironis in antrtun, 60 

Irriguos inter faltus frondo&que tefta 

Peneium prope rivum : ibi faepe fub ilice nigri 

Ad citharae ftrepitum blanda prece vidhis amici 

Exilii duros lenibat voce labores. 

Tum neque ripa fuo, barathro nee fixa fub imo, 

Saxa ftetere loco, nutat Trachinia rupes, 

Nee fentit folitas, immania pondera, filvas, 

Emotaeque fuis properant de collibus orni, 

Mulcenturque novo maculofi carmine lynces. 

Diis dilefte fenex, te Jupiter aequus oportet 70 

Nafcentem, & miti luftrarit lumine Pfuebus, 

Aflanfi/quc nepos ; neque enim nifi charus ab ortu 

Diis fuperis poterit magno favifle poetae. 

Hinc longaeva tibi lento fub flore fenedhis 

Vernat, & MJonios lucratur vivida fufos, 

Nondum deciduos fervans tibi frontis honores, 

Ingeniumque vigens, & adultum mentis acumen. 

O mihi fi mea fors talem concedat amicum 
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Phabaos decorafle vlros qui tarn bene norit. 
Si quando indigenas revocabo in carmina reges, 
Atturumque etiam fub terris bella moventem ; 
Aut dicam invifta: fociali fcedcrc menfe, 
Magnanimos Heroas, & (O modo fpiritus ad fit) 
Frangam Saxonicas Britonum fub Marte phalanges. 
Tandem ubi non tacitx permetiTus tempora vitte, 
Annorumque &tur cineri fua jura relinquam, 
Ille mtht leifto madidis allaret ocelUs, 
AAand {aX erit fi dicam (im tibi curat ; 
Ille meos artus liventi morte Iblutos 
Cnraret parrS componi molliter urnl. 
FoHttan & noflros ducat de marmore vultus, 
Neftens aut PaphU myrti aut Pamafftde lauri 
Fronde comas, at ego fecura pace quiefcam. 
Turn quoque, fi qua fides, fi prjemia certa bonorum, 
Ipfe ego cselicolum femotus in xthera divum, 
Qu6 labor & mens pura vehunt, atque ignea virtus 
Secreti hsec aliqua mundt de parte videbo 
(Quantum fata Anunt) & tota mente ferenum 
Ridens purpureo fuffimdar lumine vultus 
Et fimiU aethereo plaudam mihi Ixtus Olympo. 
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Epitaphium Damonis. 

ARGUMENTUM. 

Thyrfis & Damon ejufdem viciniae Paftores, eadem ftudia feqooti 
a puerida amici erant, ut qui plurimum. Thyrfis animi caufii 
profe£lus peregre de obitu Damonis nuncium accepit. Domum 
poftea reveifus, & rem ita efTe comperto, fe, fuamque iblitudi» 
nem hoc carmine deplorat. Damonis autem (iib perfona hie 
intelligitur Carolus Deodatus ex urbe Hetruria Luca Patemo 
genere oriundus, csetera Anglus ; ingenio, dodrina, clariffi- 
mifque caeteris virtutibus, dum viveret, juvenb egr^us. 

HIMERIDES nymphae (nam vos & Daphnin & 
Et plorata diu meminiftis fata Bimis) [Hylasty 
Dicite Sicelicum Thamefina per oppida carmen : 
Quas mifer effudit voces, quae murmura Thyrfis^ 
Et quibus afliduis exercuit antra querelis, 
Fluminaque, fontefque vagos, nemorumque receflus, 
Dum fibi prasreptum queritur Damona, neque altam 
LuAibus exemit noftem loca fola pererrans. 
Et jam bis viridi furgebat culmus arifta> 
Et totidem flavas numerabant horrea mefles, lo 

Ex quo fumma dies tulerat Damona Tub umbras. 
Nee dum aderat Thyrfis ; paftorem fcilicet ilium 
Dulcis amor Mufse Thujca retinebat in urbe. 
Aft ubi mens expleta domum, pecorifque reliAi 
Cura vocat, fimul afTueta feditque Tub ulmo, 
Tum vero amiflum tum denique fentit amicum, 
Coepit & immenfum fie exonerare dolorem. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Hei mihi ! quse terris, quse dicam numina coelo, 
Poftquam te immiti rapuerunt funere Damon ; 20 

Siccine nos linquis, tua fie fine nomine virtus 
Ibit, & obfcuris numero fbciabitur umbris ? 
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At non ille, animas vtrga qui dividit aurea, 
Ifta velitj dignumque tui te ducat in agmen, 
IgnavTimque procul pecus arceat omne filentum. 

Ite domiun impaftii domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Qmcquid erit, certd nifi me lupus ante vidcbtt, 
Indeplorato non comminuere lepulchro, 
Conftabitque tuus dbi honos, longumque vigebit 
Inter paftorcs : Illi tibi vota fecundo jo 

Solvere poft Daphnin^ poft Daphnin dicere laudes 
Gaudebunt, dum rura Pales^ dum Faunus amabit : 
Si quid id eft, pri&amque fidem coluifle, piumque, 
Palladiaique artes, Ibciumque habuifle canorum. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Ha:c tibi certa manent, tibi erunt hsec prasmia Damon ; 
At mihi quid tandem fiet modo ? quis mihi fidus 
Hterebit lateri comes, ut tu fsepe folebas 
Frigoribus duris, & per loca foeta pruints, 
Aut rapido Tub ible, liti morientibus herbis ? 40 

SIve opus in magnos fuit eminus ire leones 
Aut avidos terrere lupos pnefepibus attis ; 
Qms fando Ibpire diem, cantuque fblebit ? 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, ^ni. 
Fetftora cui credam ? quis me lenire docebit 
Mordaces curas, quis longam fallere noAem 
Dulcibus atloquiis, graCo cum fibilat igni 
MoUe pyrum, 6c nucibus ftrepitat focus, at malus aufter 
Mifcet cunfta foris, & defuper intonat ulmo. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 50 
Aut seftate, dies medio dum vertitur axe, 
Cum Pan aelculea fomnum capit abditus umbri, 
Et repetunt fub aquis iibi nota fedilia nymphee. 
Paftorefquc latent, ftertit fub fepe colonus, 
Quis mihi btandltiafque tuas,.quis tum mihi rifus, 
CecropiofyviC &tes referet, cultofque leporcs ? 

Ite domum impafti> domino jam non vacat agni. 
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At jam iblus agros, jam paicua fiilos oberro, 

Sicutn ramose deniantiir valUbos umbne, 

Hic ierum expefio, fupra caqnit imber & Emrms fo 

Trifle (bnanty fraftaeque agitata arpafimh filvK. 

Ite domum impaftiy domino jam non yncat^ *gni- 
Heu quam culta mihi prius anra procadbus herfais 
Invohruntur, & ipia fitu ^es alta fttifot ! 
Imiuba negledo marcdcit & ova raoemo. 
Nee myiteta juvant ; ovimn quoque taedet, at illas 
Moerent, inque fuum convertunt ora magiftrum. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agnL 
Tttjrus ad corylos vocat, Atphefibmus ad ornos. 
Ad falices Aegon^ ad flumina pulcher Amyntas^ 70 

Hic gdidi fontes, hic iUita gramina mufco, 
Hic Zephirij hic placidas interftrepit arbutus undas ; 
Ifta canunt furdo, frutices ^o na&us abibam. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam ncxi vacat, agnL 
Mopjus ad haecy nam me redeuntem forte notarat 
(Et callebat avium linguas^ & fydera Moffus) 
Thyrfi quid hoc ? dixit, quae te coquit improbabilis ? 
Aut te perdit amor, aut te male fafcinat aftrum, 
Satumi grave fepe fuit paftoribus aftrum, 
Intimaque obliquo figit pnecordia plumbo. So 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Mirantur nymphae, & quid te Thyrfi fiiturum eft ? 
Quid tibi vis ? aiunt, non haec folet efle juventae 
Nubila frons, oculique truces, vultu(que feveri, 
Ilia choros, lufufque leves, & femper amorem 
Jure petit, bis lUe mifer qui ferus amavit. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Venit Hyas^ Dryope(\aty & filia Baucidis Aegle 
Dofta modos, citharasque fciens, fed perdita faftu, 
Venit Idumanii^ Chloris vicina fluenti ; 90 

* Idumanii] The river Chelmer in Effex. WartoH. 
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Nil me blanditia;, nil me folantia verba, 

Nil me, fi quid adeft, movet, aut fpes ulla futuri. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, ^ni. 
Hei mihi quam fimiles ludunt per prata juvenci, 
Omnes unanimi Tecum Tibi lege fodales. 
Nee mag^s hunc alio quilquam lecernit amicum 
De grege, fic denfi veniunt ad pabula thoes, 
Inque vicem hiHuti paribus junguntur onagri; 
Lex eadem pelagi, deferto in littore Proteus 
Agmina Phocarum numerat, vUifque volucrum i<» 

Pafler habet Temper quicum fit, & omnia circum 
Farra libens volitet, fero fua tefta revifens. 
Quern fi fors letho ot^ecit, feu milvus adunco 
Fata tulit roftro, feu ftravit arundine foflbr, 
Protinus ille alium focio petit inde volatu. 
Nos durum genus, & diris exercita fatis 
Gens homines aliena animis, & peftore difcors, 
Vix fibi quifque parem de milUbus invenit unum, 
Aut fi fors dederit tandem non afpera votis. 
Ilium inopina dies qua non fperaveris bora no 

Surripit, aetemum linquens in faxula damnum. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Heu quis me ignotas traxit vagus error in eras 
Ite per aereas rupes, Alpem(\\ie nivofam ! 
Ecquid erat tanti Romam vidiile fepultam ? 
Quamvis ilia foret, qualem dum viferet olim, 
Tityrus ipfe fuas & oves & rura reliquit ; 
Ut te tarn dulci poflem caruifTe fodale, 
Poflem tot maria alta, tot interponere monies, 
Tot fylvas, tot faxa tibi, fiuviofque fonantes. no 

Ah certe extremum licuiflet tangere dextram, 
Et bene compofitos placide morientis ocellos, 
Et dixifle vale, noftri memor ibis ad aftra. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, ^ni. 
Quamquam etiam veftri nunquam meminifte pigebit 
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Paftores Thufcij Mufis operata juventusy 

HIc Charts J atque Lepos ; & Thufcus tu qooque Damcx. 

Andqui genus unde peds Lucumonis ab urbe. 

O ^o quantus eram^ gdidi cum ftratus ad y&ni 

Murmura, populeumque nemus, qua moUior herba, ijo 

Carpere nunc violas, nunc fummas carpere myrtos, 

£t potui Lycid^ certantem audire Menalcam, 

Ipie etiam tentare aufus ium, nee puto multum 

Difplicui, nam funt & apud me munera veftra 

Fifcellae ; calathique & cerea vinda dcutae, 

Quin & noftra fuas docuerunt nomina fagos 

Et Dafis, & FrancinuSy erant & vocibus ambo 

Et ftudiis nod, Lydorum fanguinis ambo. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Hsc mihi tum Iseto diAabat roicida luna, 140 

Dum iblus teneros claudebam cradbus hosdos. 
Ah quodes dixi, cum te cinis ater habebat. 
Nunc canity aut lepori nunc tendit reda Damon^ 
Vimina nunc texit, varios fibi quod fit in ufiis ; 
Et quas tum facili iperabam mente futura 
Arripui voto levis, & praefenda finxi ; 
Heus bone numquid agis ? nifi te quid forte retardate 
Imus ? & arguta paulum recubamus in umbra, 
Aut ad aquas Colniy aut ubi jugera Caffibelauni ? 
Tu mihi percurres medicos, tua gramina, fuccos, 150 
Hellebonimque, humilefque crocos, foliumque hyacinthi, 
Quafque habet ifta palus herbas, artefque medentum. 
Ah pereant herbae, pereant artefque medentum 
Gramina, poftquam ipfi nil profecere magiftro. 
Ipfe etiam, nam nefcio quid mihi grande fonabat 
Fiftula, ab undecima jam lux eft altera node, 
Et tum forte novis admoram labra cicuds, 
Difliluere tamen rupta compage, nee ultra 
Ferre graves potuere fonos, dubito quoque ne fim 
Turgidulus, tamen & referam, vos cedite filvae, 160 
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Ite domum impafti, domino Jam non vacat, agtii. 
Iple ego Dardanias Rutupina per sequora puppes 
Dicam> & Pattdrt^dos regnum vetus Inogentae, 
Brenn&tiK\\ie jfrviragumque duces, prifcumque Belinum, 
£t tandem Armorues Britonum Tub lege colonos ; 
Tum gravidam Arturo fetali fraude fogernen 
Mendaces rultus, aiTumptaque Gorlois arma, 
A^lim dolus, O mihi tum fi vita Aiperfit, 
Tu procul annola pendebis fillula pinu 
Multum oblita mthi> aut pattiis mutata camoems 170 

Brittotticum Andes, quid enim ? omnia non licet uni 
Non QierSJIe uni licet omnia^ mj fatis ampla 
Merces, 8c mihi grande decus (ftm ignotus in svum 
Tum licet, extemo penitufque inglorius orbi) 
Si me flava comas legat Ufa^ & potor Alauni, 
Vorticibufque frcquens Abra, & neraus omne Treant^e, 
Et Thamefis meus ante omncs, & fufca metallis 
Tamara, & extremis me difcant Orcadei imdis. 

Ite domum impafti, domino jam non vacat, agni. 
Hxc tibi fervabam lent^ Tub cortice lauri, iSo 

Hec> & plura fimul, tum qua: mihi pocula Man/us, 
Manjiis Chalcidica non ultima gloria npse 
Bina dedit, mirum attis opus, mirandus & ipfe, 
£t circum gemino cslaverat argumento : 
In medio rubri maris unda, & odoriferum ver 
Littora longa Arakum, & fudantes balfama fUw, 
Has inter Phoenix divtna avis, unica terns 
C3*ruleum fiitgens diverficoloribus alis 
Auroram vitreis furgentem refpicit undis. 
Parte alia polus omnipatens, & magnus Olympus ; ijo 
Quis putet ? hie quoq; Amor, piAxq; in nube pharetra;, 
Arma corufca faces, & fpicula tin&a pyropo ; 
Nee tenues animas, peAufijue ignobile vtilgi 
Hinc ferit, at circiim flammantia lumina torquens 
Semper in ereAum fpai^t fua tela per orbes 
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Impiger, & pronos nunquam coUimat ad iStaa, 
Hinc mentes ardere ikcne, fomueque deorum. 

Tu quoque in his, nee me fallit fpes lubrica Damon, 
Tu quoque in his certe es, nam quo tua dulds abiret 
Sand^ue fimplicitas, nam quo tua Candida virtus ? « 
Nee te Lethieo fas queliviile fub orco. 
Nee dbi conreniunt lacryms, nee flebimus ultra, 
Ite procul laciynue, purum colit sethera Damfi», 
Mtiien. purus habet, plurium pede reppulit arcum ; 
Heroumque animas inter, dlvofque perennes, 
^thereos haurit latices & gaudia potat 
Ore Saero. Quin tu coeli poll jura recepta 
Dexter ades, plactdulque lave quicunque vocans, 
Seu tu nofter etis Damon, live lequior audis 
Diodotus, quo te divino nomine cunAi %i 

Coelicols norint, lylvifque vocabere Damon, 
Qudd tibi purpureus pudor, & line labe juventus 
Grata fuit, quod nulla tori Hbata voluptas, 
En etiam tibi virginci fervantur honores ; 
Iple caput nittdum cin<5tu3 ruttlante corona, 
Letaque frondentis geftans umbracula palms 
Eteraum perages immortales hymenseos ,- 
Cantus ubi, choreilque furit lyra mifta beads, 
Fella SionaK) bacchantur & Orgia Thyrfo. 
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Jan. 23, 1646. 

Ad Joannem Roufium Oxonienfis Acade- 

miae Bibliothecarium. 

De libro Poematum amiflb, quern ille fibi denuo mitti poftu- 
labat, ut cum aliis noftris in Bibliotheca publica reponeret, 
Ode. 

Strophe i. 

GEMELLE cultu fimplici gaudens liber, 
Fronde licet gemina, 
Munditieque nitens non operofa, 
Quam manus attulit 
Juvenilis olim, 

Sedula tamen haud nimii Poetae ; 
Dum vagus Aujonias nunc per umbras 
Nunc Eritannica per vireta lufit 
Infbns populi, barbitoque devius 
Indulfit patrio, mox itidem pe&ine Daunio 10 

Longinquum intonuit melos 
Vicinis, & humum vix tetigit pede ; 

Antiftrophe. 

Quis te, parve liber, quis te fratribus 

Subduxit reliquis dolo ? 

Cum tu mifTus ab urbe, 

DoAo jugiter obfecrante amico, 

lUuftre tendebas iter 

Thamejis ad incunabula 

Cserulei patris. 

Pontes ubi limpidi 10 

Aonidum, thyafufque facer 
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Orin notus per imxnenfbs 
Temporum lapfiis redeunte coelo, 
Celebcrque futurus in aevum ; 

Strophe 2. 

Modo quis deus, aut editus deo 

Priftiiiam gentis mifcratus indolcm 

(Si (ads noxas luimus priores 

MoUique luxu d^ener odum) 

Tollat ne^dos dvium tumultus, 

Almaque revocet ftudia (anAus 30 

£t rekgatas fine iede Mufas 

Jam pene totis finibus Angligenum ; 

Immundafque volucres 

Unguibus iniminentes 

Figat Apollined pharetra, 

Phineamqac abigat peftem procul amne Pegafeo. 

Antijtrophe. 

Quin tu^ libelle, nuntii licet mala 

Fide, vel ofcitantia 

Semel erraveris agmine fratrum, 

Seu quis te teneat fpecus, 40 

Seu qua te latebra, forfan unde vili 

Callo tereris inftitoris infulfi, 

Lsetare felix, en iterum tibi 

Spes nova fulget pofle profundam 

Fugere Lethen, vehique Superam 

In Jovis aulam remige penna ; 

Strophe 3. 

Nam te Roujius fui 

Optat peculi, numeroque jufto 

Sibi pollicitum queritur abefle. 
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Rogatque venias ille cujus inclyta 50 

Sunt data virum monumenta cune : 

Teque adytis edam facris 

Voluit reponi quibus & ipfe prxfidet 

^temorum operum cuftos fidelis, 

Qufcftorque gazte nobiliorisj 

Quam cui prsefuit Ion 

Clams Erechtheides 

Opulenta dei per templa parentis 

Fulvofi^ue tripodas, donaque Dflphica 

Ton AStea genitus Cret^d. 60 

Antifirophe. 

Ergo tu vifere lucos 

Mufarum ibis amoenos, 

Diainque Phahi rurfus ibis in domum 

Oxonid quam valle coltt 

Delo pofthabita, 

Bi6d6que Parnaffi'ya^p : 

Ibis honeftus, 

Poftquam egregiam tu quoque fortem 

Nadiis abisi dextri prece follicitatus amici. 

Illic i^eris inter alta nomina 7<> 

Authorum, Grata fimul & Latins 

Antiqua gentis lumina, & venim deem. 

Epo^s. 

Vos tandem haud vacui mei labores, 

Quicquid hoc fterile fiidit ingenium, 

Jam fero placidam fperare jubeo 

Perfun(5lam invidia requiem, fedefque beatas 

Quas bonus Hermes 

Et tutela dabit folers Reufi^ 

Quo neqiie Iit^;ua procax vulgi penetrabit, atque longe 
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Turba l^entum prava faceflet ; so 

At ultimi nepotts, 

Et cordatior stas 

Judicia rebus lequiora forfitan 

Adhibebtt integro finu. 

Turn livore fepulto, 

Si quid meremur Tana pofteritas fciet 

Roiifio favente. 

Ode tribus conftsu Strophis, totidimque Andflrophis uni 
demum epodo ckufis, quas, tametfi onrnes nee verfuum numero, 
nee ccrds ubique coUs cxactc rcfpondcant, ita tamen fecuimus, 
commode legend! podus, quam ad andquos concincndi modos 
radonem fpeflantes. Alioquin hoc genus re^us fbruile diet 
monoftrophicum dcbuerat. Metra pardm funt xarit o'Xfcnr, 
partim air<»^>^v/*iwt. Phaleucia quae funt, fpondxum Ceitio loco 
bis admittunt, quod idem in fecundo loco Catullus ad libitum 
fecit. 



End of Vol. J. 
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